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The University’s Graduate Attributes and seven Generic Intended Learning Outcomes
(GILOs) represent the attributes of ideal EQUHK graduates and their expected qualities
respectively. Learning outcomes work coherently at the University (GILOs),
programme (Programme Intended Learning Outcomes) and course (Course Intended
Learning Outcomes) levels to achieve the goal of nurturing students with important
graduate attributes.

In gist, the Graduate Attributes for Sub-degree, Undergraduate, Taught Postgraduate,
Professional Doctorate and Research Postgraduate students consist of the following
three domains (i.e. in short “PEER & 17):

® Professional Excellence;

® Ethical Responsibility; &

® Innovation.

The descriptors under these three domains are different for the three groups of students
in order to reflect the respective level of Graduate Attributes.

The seven GILOs are:
1. Problem Solving Skills

2. Critical Thinking Skills

3. Creative Thinking Skills

4a. Oral Communication Skills

4b. Written Communication Skills
Social Interaction Skills
Ethical Decision Making

Global Perspectives



1. Course Synopsis

In this course, course participants will develop their further and critical

understanding of China’s domestic policies and foreign relations since the reform

and opening-up, and explore the present opportunities and challenges in people’s

living standards and ways of life, sustainable development, governance of the

central government, participation in international affairs, and overall national

strength of the country.

2. Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOy)

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

CILO;
CILO2

CILO3

CILO4

identify the key issues and problems in contemporary China;

acquire knowledge of the key themes and arguments discussed in
the major works on China studies;

formulate research enquiries on socio-economic and political
issues in contemporary China; and

apply theoretical perspectives to critically analyze issues and
problems in China since reform and opening-up.

3. Content, CILOs and Teaching & Learning Activities

opening-up: concise history of China
1940-2000, review of its origins,
examination of its policies and

Course Content CILOs Suggested Teaching &
Learning Activities
« Highlights of the reform and CILO, > *  Lectures: presentation

and discussion of the

frameworks, concepts

impacts, e.g. reform of rural
economy and the ‘three problems in
rural area’ (sannong wenti), reform
of urban/industrial economy and the
issues derived (migrant workers,
state-owned enterprises,
urbanization), re-integration and new
dynamics of Greater China economy
(the Chinese Mainland, the Hong
Kong Special Administrative
Region, the Macau Special

and synthesis of key
references

Web and library search

Reading lecture notes

and key references

Seminars:
lecturer/guest speakers

present the chosen




Administrative Region, and Taiwan,
China) and its challenges;

Living standards and ways of life in
rural and urban societies, and related
changes and responses from

different groups and the government:

indicators of development, reform in
social policies (education, health,
social security), change of gender
status, problem of regional
disparities, change of value and
behavior of youths and consumers;

Examination of the issues of
sustainable development, and debate
on the direction of further
development: the future role of
government intervention and market
mechanism, contribution and
limitation of science and technology,
formulation and implementation of
policies and laws;

Relationship between reform and
opening-up, and challenges brought
to environmental and cultural
conservation: role and force of
enterprises and NGOs, the
government’s considerations in
economic, social and political
perspectives;

Impact of participation in
international affairs on China’s
overall development: role and
participation in international
organizations (e.g. World Trade
Organization), ratification and
implementation of international
treaties (e.g. International Covenant
on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights), emerging influence in
humanitarian works;

Reciprocal relations between the
governance and the reform &

CILO;j, 2 3

topics and students
involve in the

discussions;

Students presentations

and class discussions




opening-up: political structure of
China today, relations between the
central and local governments, civic
participation in policies formulation
and reform in various forms,
prospect and alternatives of
democratization; and

Evaluation of the overall national
strength in social, economic,
political and international aspects:
quantifiable and non-quantifiable
criteria, perspective of various social
groups and international community.

CILO; 2 3,4

4. Assessment

Assessment Tasks

Weighting (%)

CILO

a.

Online lesson.

10%

CILO; 2 3.4

b.

Class Participation which consists of

the following two items:

e C(Class presentation: students are
required to present (in groups or
individually) a selected topic on

the subject.

L Continuous assessment

40%

CILO; 2 3.4

C.

Individual Research Project:

e  An individual essay of 1,500
words. The topic of the essay
should be developed from the

class presentation (40%).

e A Portfolio of Reflections on the
Use of Al Tools (10%).

50%

CILO; 2 3.4




5. Use of Generative Al in Course Assessments
Please select one option only that applies to this course:
[] Not Permitted: In this course, the use of generative Al tools is not allowed for

any assessment tasks.

M  Permitted: In this course, generative Al tools may be used in some or all
assessment tasks. Instructors will provide specific instructions, including any
restrictions or additional requirements (e.g., proper acknowledgment, reflective

reports), during the first lesson and in relevant assessment briefs.

6. Required Text(s)
Nil

7. Recommended Readings

History of the Chinese Communist Party
1. Dryer, J.T. (2014). China s political system: modernization and tradition. 9™

edition. Routledge. Chapter 4 & 5.
2. Walder, A.G. (2015). China Under Mao: A Revolution Derailed. Harvard
University Press. Chapter 14.

Politics of post-Mao China

1. Dryer, J.T. (2014). China s political system: modernization and tradition. 9™
edition. Routledge. Chapter 6.

2. Garrick, J., & Bennett, Y. C. (2018). “Xi Jinping Thought”: Realisation of
the Chinese dream of national rejuvenation? China Perspectives, (1), 7-16.

3. Zhao, S. (2016). “The Ideological Campaign in Xi’s China: Rebuilding
Regime Legitimacy”. Asian Survey 56(6): 1168-1193.

Political institutions & structure

1. Jacoby, C.L. ed. (2014). China's Political System: Features, Institutions,
and Leaders. Nova Science Pub Inc.

2. Saich, Tony (2015). Governance and Politics of China. 4™ edition.

Palgrave. Chapter 4 & 5.

Legal reform & development



Chen, J. (2009). “Modernization, Westernization, and Globalization: Legal
Transplant in China”. In Oliverira, J.C and Cardinal, P (eds.). One Country,
Two Systems, Three Legal Orders - Perspectives of Evolution, 91-114.
Springer.

Peerenboom, R. (2024). The transformation of state socialist rule of law into
Party-state socialist rule of law in the Xi Jinping era of comprehensive
rules-based governance. Hague Journal on the Rule of Law. Advance online
publication. https://doi.org/10.2139/ssr.4736955.

Zhang, T. and Ginsburg, T. (2019). China’s Turn Toward Law. Virginia
Journal of International Law 59 (2), 306-389.

Economic reform since 1978

1. Naughton, B.J. (2007). The Chinese Economy: Transitions and Growth.
MIT Press. Chapter 10 & 12.

2. Tantri M.L. (2012). “China’s Policy for Special Economic Zone: Some
Critical Issues.” India Quarterly: A Journal of International Affair
68(3), 231-250.

3. Lin, L.W. (2017). “Reforming China's State-owned Enterprises: From
Structure to People. ” The China Quarterly 229, 107-129.

4. Ouyang, R. (2024). Development of China’s digital economy: Path,
advantages and problems. Journal of Industry, Innovation and Digital
Economy, 4(3), 141-157.

The China Model debate

1. Hou, X. (2014). “Dissecting China’s Rise: Controversies over the China
Model.” China Perspectives (2), 61-67.

2. Niyitunga, E. B., & Ragolane, M. (2024). Beijing consensus diplomacy: A
promoter or threat to Africa’s pathway to sustainable development. Journal
of Infrastructure, Policy and Development, 8(10).

3. Tang, L. (2016). “The China model and its efficacy in a comparative
context.” Journal of Chinese Governance, 1(1), 174-187.

4. Zhao, S. (2017). “Whither the China Model: revisiting the debate.” Journal

of Contemporary China 26 (103), 1-17.

The Belt & Road Initiative

1.

Ferdinand, P. (2016). “Westward ho — the China dream and ‘one belt, one
road’: Chinese foreign policy under Xi Jinping.” International Affairs 92(4),
941-957.



2. Thiirer, M., Tomasevic, I., Stevenson, M., Blome, C., Melnyk, S. A., Chan,
H. K., & Huang, G. Q. (2020). A systematic review of China’s Belt and
Road Initiative: Implications for global supply chain
management. International Journal of Production Research, 58(8), 2436—
2453.

3. Yu, H. (2016). “Motivation behind China’s ‘One Belt, One Road’ Initiatives
and Establishment of the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank.” Journal of
Contemporary China 26(105), 353-368.

China's Population Policy

1. Chen, Z., Shang, Q., & Zhang, J. (2024). Recent progress in hukou reform
and labor market integration in China: 1996-2022. China Economic
Review, 87, 102231.

2. White, T. (2015). China’s population policy in historical context. In M.
Goldman & M. Perry (Eds.), How China Works: Perspectives on the State
and Society (pp. 235-260). Oxford University Press.

Environmental protection
1.  Chow, G.C. (2013). “China’s Environmental Policy: A Critical Survey.” In
Man, J.Y. (ed.) China s Environmental Policy and Urban Development, 3-
14. Lincoln Institute of Land Policy.
2. Goess, S., de Jong, M. and Ravesteijin, W. (2015). “What makes renewable
energy successful in China? The case of the Shandong province solar water

heater innovation system.” Energy Policy 86, 684-696.

8. Related Web Resources
Asia Times Online

https://asiatimes.com/

The Asia Foundation

http://www.asiafoundation.org/

China Development Brief
https://chinadevelopmentbrief.org/

East-West Studies

http://www.eastwestcenter.org/


http://www.chinadevelopmentbrief.com/

9. Related Journals
Asian Survey. The University of California Press

China & World Economy. Chinese Academy of Social Sciences.
Journal of Contemporary China. Routledge.

Journal of Chinese Political Science. Springer.

Modern China. Sage.

The China Quarterly. Cambridge University Press.

The China Review. Chinese University Press.

10. Academic Honesty
The University upholds the principles of honesty in all areas of academic work. We
expect our students to carry out all academic activities honestly and in good faith.
Please refer to the Policy on Academic Honesty, Responsibility and Integrity
(https://www.eduhk.hk/re/uploads/docs/000000000016336798924548BbN>S).
Students should familiarize themselves with the Policy.

11. Others

Newspaper articles, policy papers and documentary-clips on relevant issues.
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