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The University’s Graduate Attributes and seven Generic Intended Learning Outcomes
(GILOs) represent the attributes of ideal EdUHK graduates and their expected qualities
respectively. Learning outcomes work coherently at the University (GILOs), programme
(Programme Intended Learning Outcomes) and course (Course Intended Learning
Outcomes) levels to
.achieve the goal of nurturing students with important graduate attributes.
In gist, the Graduate Attributes for Undergraduate, Taught Postgraduate and Research
Postgraduate students consist of the following three domains (i.e. in short “PEER & I”):
 Professional Excellence;
 Ethical Responsibility; &
 Innovation.
The descriptors under these three domains are different for the three groups of students in
order to reflect the respective level of Graduate Attributes.
The seven GILOs are:
1. Problem Solving Skills
2. Critical Thinking Skills
3. Creative Thinking Skills
4a. Oral Communication Skills
4b. Written Communication Skills
5. Social Interaction Skills

6. Ethical Decision Making
7. Global Perspectives
1. Course Synopsis
As one of the two core courses in this programme to develop students’ sociological
understanding, this course will introduce sociological perspectives and concepts and
examine the two-way relationships between individual and society, history and present,
continuity and change at the personal, interpersonal, institutional and community levels.
Sociology is the discipline that helps us see the connections between the individual and
the wider society, both today and in the past. In this course students are encouraged to
suspend their taken-for-granted assumptions about social lives and to critically reflect
how everyday experiences, including the ways we think and do, present ourselves, and
interact with others affect and are affected by the larger society in which we live. Each
week a polemic issue or question will be held up for critical scrutiny, which aims to
reveal how personal experiences, desires, thoughts, actions, emotions, decisions, and
interactions are closely linked to the interpersonal, historical, cultural, organizational,
technological, and global environments that they inhabit. By the end of the course,
students will acquire sociological perspectives and concepts and be able to understand
how individuals acquire norms and values, develop and construct identities, build social
relationships, define boundaries and social differences, and negotiate and reinforce
inequalities and power in relation to institutional contexts, social structures and global
changes. The substantive topics in this course include body, beauty and health; gender
and sexualities; families and intimate relationships; social media and self-production;
social class and inequalities; education and cultural capital, and so forth.
The course encourages students to utilize the sociological lens to reexamine their
personal experiences, and hence enhance their self- and social awareness. Students are
required to write short reflective journals and document and archive their observations.
They are also expected to apply their sociological understanding to examine a
community of their choice – be it a family, a student hostel or association, a NGO, a
neighbourhood and so on – in a group project in which they have to demonstrate the
links between personal issues and public forces and/or to ‘make the familiar strange’.
2. Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOs)
Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:
CILO1
Acquire the sociological perspectives to understand the relationships
between individual and society;
CILO2

Apply the sociological perspectives and concepts to critically analyze the
problems and issues occur in their personal milieux;

CILO3

Utilise the sociological knowledge to examine a community;

CILO4

Demonstrate social awareness, historical sensitivity, and cultural
diversity.

3. Content, CILOs and Teaching & Learning Activities
Course Content

Suggested Teaching &
Learning Activities

CILOs

Introduction: Individual and Society

CILO1,2,4




Lecture
Class activity

Key Sociological Perspectives &
Concepts

CILO1,2,3




Lecture
Class activity

CILO1,2,3





Lecture
Guided reading
Class discussion

CILO1,2,3









Lecture
Guided reading
Presentation
Group discussion
Video clip
Class activity
Guest speakers

CILO1,2,3,4








Lecture
Student presentation
Guided reading
Video clip
Guest speakers
Class activity

CILO1,2,3,4





Lecture
Group presentation,
class discussion
Group activity




Lecture
Class activity

Critical scrutiny of some of the
following topics:


Body, beauty and health;



Gender and sexualities;



Families and intimate
relationships;



Social media and selfproduction;



Social class and inequalities;



Education, cultural capital and
individualisation

Rethinking Individuals and Society

CILO1,2,3,4

4. Assessment
Assessment Tasks

Weighting (%)

(a) Class Participation & Test
Students are expected to participate actively in

30%

CILO
CILO1, 2, 3

class activities and have to take a formal
assessment at the end of the course
(b) Critical Reflective Journals (Individual):
Students are required to utilize sociological lens
to write short reflective journals and document
their observations of lived experiences

30%

CILO1, 2, 3

(c) Group Project (Sociologists in Community):
Students will form themselves in a small group
to research a community

40%

CILO1, 2, 3, 4

5. Required Text(s)
Nil
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7. Related Web Resources



Everyday Sociology Blog
https://www.everydaysociologyblog.com/2014/01/a-sociological-snapshot-ofselfies.html
Sociology Lens
https://www.sociologylens.net/about#:~:text=Sociology%20Lens%20is%20an%2
0active,reviews%20and%20sociology%20research%20resources.&text=Sociolog
y%20and%20current%20events%2C%20including,contemporary%20issue%20in
%20sociological%20context

8. Related Journals
Sociology
Teaching Sociology
Sociology Compass
Sociological Research Online
9. Academic Honesty
The University adopts a zero tolerance policy to plagiarism. For the University’s policy
on plagiarism, please refer to the Policy on Academic Honesty, Responsibility and
Integrity with Specific Reference to the Avoidance of Plagiarism by Students
(https://www.eduhk.hk/re/modules/downloads/visit.php?cid=9&lid=89).
Students
should familiarize themselves with the Policy.
10. Other
Nil

April 2021

