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The HKIEd has officially been renamed The 
Education University of Hong Kong (EdUHK), with 
effective 27 May 2016 upon publication of the 
Government Gazette.

Congratulations to HKIEd for Becoming the 
Education University of Hong Kong 

On 19 May, the Legislative Council passed the HKIEd (Amendment) 
Bill 2016, which represented the completion of the entire 
legislative amendment process required for the retitling of the 
Institute.

EdUHK Council Chairman Mr Pang Yiu-kai said he was overjoyed 
to witness the transformation of the Institute into EdUHK during 
his tenure. “It has been my greatest honour and privilege to have 
served the Council of the Institute. This is a historic moment 
which has been long-awaited, and an achievement the entire 
Institute community deserves.”

Professor Stephen Cheung Yan-leung, EdUHK President, said, 
“The university title not only marks a new chapter in our history, 
but also a new journey for us to embark upon and make greater 
contributions to the community locally, regionally and globally. 
In particular, we are keenly aware of the unique role EdUHK will 
play in advancing the betterment of the local school sector and 
beyond”.

Established in 1994 upon the amalgamation of the former 
Colleges of Education and the Institute of Language in Education, 
EdUHK is the only publicly funded tertiary institution in Hong 
Kong solely dedicated to professional teacher education. It 
submitted applications for university title to the Education Bureau 
in 2007 and 2014. Following its application in 2014, the Executive 
Council in January 2016 approved the award of a university title 
to the HKIEd, which was followed by the passage of the relevant 
legislative amendments in LegCo on 19 May.

In a joint announcement issued after the LegCo’s passage of 
the Bill, Mr Pang and Professor Cheung paid tribute to all staff, 
students, alumni, and stakeholders for their unfailing support in 
helping EdUHK achieve the milestone.

“This journey of transformation was not an easy one, and all of 
us working on behalf of the Institute has gone through rounds 
and rounds of accreditation and review. At each step of the way, 
your hard work, preparation and determination has allowed the 
Institute to overcome every challenge, laying the solid foundations 
on which we can further grow and thrive,” they said. “With great 
pride and even greater humility, EdUHK will become the only 
UGC-funded university with a focus on Education and related 
complementary disciplines.” 

Witnessed by the University community, EdUHK Council Chairman Mr Pang Yiu-kai and 
EdUHK President Professor Stephen Cheung Yan-leung unveil the new EdUHK logo

EdUHK Council Chairman Mr Pang Yiu-
kai delivers his address

Vice President (Academic) Professor John 
Lee Chi-kin presents the dummy of EdUHK 
student card to a student

Staff, students and Council members toast the birth of EdUHK
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EdUHK Ranked 2nd in Asia and 
12th in the World in Education

EdUHK (the then HKIEd) has leaped to a higher 
position in education, ranking 2nd in Asia and 
12th in the world in Education, according to the 
latest QS World University Rankings by Subject 
released by Quacquarelli Symonds (QS).

Releasing the ranking in mid-March, QS praised HKIEd for its 
performance in the regional and international higher education arenas. 

“The Hong Kong Institute of Education (now the Education 
University of Hong Kong) asserts itself again as one of the world’s 
finest places at which to study Education this year. It rises from 
15th to 12th in this year’s Education rankings,” said QS in a press 
statement.

The EdUHK’s latest rankings impressively broke its own record of 
2015, climbing from 15th last year to 12th in the world, and 3rd 
to 2nd in Asia. 

Headquartered in London, QS conducts comprehensive research 
on higher education institutions across the world, with findings 
published on an annual basis. One of the world’s most important 
university rankings, the organisation’s QS World University 

Rankings by Subject compares the performance of the world’s 
top universities in research, teaching, employability and 
international reputation.  The rankings are based on research 
citations, alongside surveys of academics and graduate employers 
worldwide.

EdUHK President Professor Stephen Cheung Yan-leung was 
delighted to learn of the QS rankings, and credited the EdUHK for 
its education excellence.

“The consistent strong showing of the University in QS, in tandem 
with the progress in our U-title pursuit, points to the future 
development of The Education University of Hong Kong (EdUHK) 
that we are soon to become,” said Professor Cheung in the 
President’s Blog

As the unique institution with a focus in education among the 
eight publicly funded universities, EdUHK will seek to flourish 
as the recognised leader in teaching and learning, research and 
knowledge transfer with an emphasis on education and related 
disciplines, he further said.

“Through the QS Rankings, I hope our colleagues, students, their 
parents and alumni will proudly associate EdUHK as an icon of 
education excellence, and the academic world will look upon 
EdUHK as the leader and pioneer of education.”
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The EdUHK Council approved the appointment of 
Professor Lui Tai-lok as Vice President (Research 
and Development) of the University with effect 
from 7 April. Professor Lui is currently Chair 
Professor of Hong Kong Studies, Director of the 
Academy of Hong Kong Studies and Director of 
the Centre for Greater China Studies of EdUHK.

Professor Lui Tai-lok Appointed EdUHK Vice 
President (Research and Development)

EdUHK Council Chairman Mr Pang Yiu-kai said, “We have every 
confidence in Professor Lui, who is held in high esteem in 
academia and civil society as a respectable public intellectual. 
Given his academic achievements and track record, we believe 
Professor Lui is the best person to lead the University in advancing 
the research and knowledge transfer areas”.

EdUHK President Professor Stephen Cheung Yan-leung said, “I am 
most pleased to welcome Professor Lui to the senior management 
team at this important juncture. I trust that he will be able to 
foster an even more vibrant research culture and environment 
and bring our research to a higher level”.

Professor Lui joined the University in 2014 and was Acting Vice 
President (Research and Development) from July 2015. Prior to 
joining EdUHK, he was Professor at the University of Hong Kong 
(HKU) where he was also Associate Dean of the Faculty of Social 
Sciences (2010-2011) and Head of the Department of Sociology 
(2011-2014). Professor Lui taught at Hong Kong City Polytechnic 
(1986-88) and the Chinese University of Hong Kong (1988-2009) 
and obtained his BA and MPhil in Sociology at HKU and then an 
MPhil and a DPhil at the University of Oxford.

Professor Lui has researched widely and published on topics 
including class analysis, economic sociology, urban sociology and 
Hong Kong society. He also actively contributes to the Hong Kong 
community by serving on various governmental and professional 
committees as well as those related to social services.

Professor Lui Tai-lok
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EdUHK President’s Awards Honour 
Outstanding Staff

On 23 May, the EdUHK held a presentation 
ceremony for its  President ’s  Awards for 
Outstanding Performance in Teaching, Research 
and Administrative Services 2015/16 in 
recognition of the dedication of its outstanding 
staff members.

With the awards, the EdUHK paid tribute to seven individuals 
and three teams, highlighting their immense contributions to the 
University.

Officiating at the ceremony, Professor Stephen Cheung Yan-
leung, EdUHK President, congratulated the award recipients on 
their achievements, citing that their “exemplary performance in 
different areas has set examples for their peers and contributed to 
the University’s growth”.

Professor Cheung said the retitling of the Hong Kong Institute of 
Education as a university and its consistently strong showing in 
university subject rankings were the best manifestations of how 
the staff community could contribute together to the University’s 
advancement. “Without the concerted efforts and unfailing 
support of our staff members, which are the most valuable assets 
of the University, we could not have achieved what we have today”, 
he commented.

Professor Cheung stated that EdUHK would continue to promote 
quality teacher education in Hong Kong.

Established in 2011/12, the President’s Awards recognise and 
encourage individual and team achievements, and foster the 
EdUHK’s commitment to a performance-driven culture.

This year’s award recipients are listed below.

Outstanding Performance in Teaching
1. Dr Savio Wong Wai-ho, Associate Professor, Department of 

Special Education and Counselling

2. Dr Cheung Sau-hung, Assistant Professor, Department of 
Chinese Language Studies

Outstanding Performance in Research
Research Excellence Award

1. Professor Wang Wen-chung, Chair Professor, Department of 
Psychological Studies

2. Dr Stephen Chow Cheuk-fai, Associate Professor, Department of 
Science and Environmental Studies

Early Career Research Excellence Award

1. Dr Brian Fong Chi-hang, Assistant Professor, Academy of Hong 
Kong Studies

2. Dr Qian Haiyan, Assistant Professor, Department of Education 
Policy and Leadership

For details on the award recipients, please refer to p-awards.ied.
edu.hk

Professor Stephen Cheung Yan-leung, EdUHK President, congratulates the recipients on 
their achievements and adds that their exemplary performance in different areas set 
examples for their peers and contribute to the University’s growth

Awardees of Outstanding Performance in Teaching

Awardees of Outstanding Performance in Research
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Two distinguished academics received a special 
commendation, the Knowledge Transfer (KT) 
Award, from the EdUHK for their dedication to 
making a social impact in the community through 
creative knowledge sharing efforts.

Two Distinguished Academics Receive 
the Knowledge Transfer Awards

Professor Bob Adamson of the Department of International 
Education and Lifelong Learning was honoured with the KT 
Grand Award for his project in promoting the Models of Trilingual 
Education in Ethnic Minority Regions of China.

Professor Magdalena Mo Ching Mok,  Chair  Professor of 
Assessment and Evaluation & Director of Assessment Research 
Centre, received the KT Award for her project titled “Modernising 
Assessment in Teaching and Learning”

The Knowledge Transfer Awards were established by EdUHK in 
2009/10 to recognise exceptional scholars who focus on making 
a positive social and learning impact in Hong Kong and elsewhere 
by transferring their research inspired knowledge, technology and 
findings to the wider community through a specialized project. 

The 2015/16 winners were identified from a wide range of 
disciplines through a meticulous process. The projects were first 
nominated by faculties and research centres. Next the nominated 
academics did an oral presentation of their projects to a selection 
panel that consisted of seven EdUHK academics and one local 
secondary school principal.  The selection panel then assessed the 
projects based on a set of criteria, such as creativity, accessibility 
and social impact, and decided the winners. 

Having adopted knowledge transfer as the third pillar in its 
institutional development, the EdUHK presents the KT Award 
annually to outstanding academics in recognition of their hard 
efforts in transferring knowledge to the community for social 
change.

Winners of the 2015/16 KT Award
KT Grand Award
Professor Bob Adamson, Chair Professor of Curriculum Reform, 
Department of International Education and Lifelong Learning

KT Award
Professor Magdalena Mo Ching Mok,  Chair  Professor of 
Assessment and Evaluation, and Director of Assessment Research 
Centre

Professor Adamson was pictured with participants of the Fourth Symposium for 
researchers and policymakers in Chengdu

Professor Adamson sat in a Chinese lesson in an ethnic minority Yi school in Yunnan 
Province

Research meeting between the EdUHK’s Assessment Research Centre and Prof. Bor-
Chen Kuo for future collaboration of knowledge transfer (supported by Tin Ka Ping 
Education Fund)

Prof. Mok, Prof. Bo Wah Leung, and Mr. Siu Fai Yuen, BH, introduced the Computerised 
Kinetic Chain Assessment and Learning System to the audience at the press conference 
on 26 Nov 2015
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The 2016 Annual Conference of the Comparative 
Education Society of Hong Kong (CESHK) 
concluded at the EdUHK on 16 April, having 
attracted 200 delegates from more than 20 
different countries.

EdUHK Hosted 2016 Comparative Education 
Society of Hong Kong Conference

Co-organised by the Department of International Education 
and Lifelong Learning (IELL) of the EdUHK and the CESHK, the 
two-day conference is the largest yearly gathering of education 
research associations in Hong Kong. Prior to the conference, the 
Third Across-Strait Four Region Forum on Comparative Education 
was held with the participation of representatives of CESHK’s 
sister associations from mainland China, Taiwan and Macau.

Dr Jae Park, both Assistant Professor in the Department of IELL 
at EdUHK and CESHK President, said the theme this year was 
“learning to live together & comparative education”, which was 
aligned with the 20th anniversary of UNESCO’s “Learning: The 
Treasure Within.”

“Peace should not be reduced to the concept of ‘lack of violence’, 
but should be expanded to ‘tranquility of order’, implying that 
human development is impossible without peace or social and 
personal order,” Dr Park said. He added that the 2016 theme 
highlighted the crucial role of peace, harmony and tolerance for 
the well-being of humanity.

He stated that members of the CESHK, who come from a wide 
range of local, regional and international institutions, would be 
facilitating cooperation among educational researchers to achieve 
justice and peace around the globe.

Three keynote speakers also shared their views on the global 
predicament of violence and the contribution of education to 
peace. Professor John Lee Chi-kin, Vice President (Academic) of 
EdUHK, discussed the vision of ‘learning to live together’ as part 
of a quality education agenda. Professor Michele Schweisfurth 
from the University of Glasgow examined the topic from the 
perspective of global student mobility. Dr Tamara Savelyeva, 
Assistant Professor in the Department of IELL, discussed peace, 
sustainability and comparative education.

Dr Jae Park, Assistant Professor at the Department of IELL at 
EdUHK and the President of the CESHK, says that the theme this 
year highlighted the crucial role of peace, harmony and tolerance 
for the well-being of humanity
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On 29 January, the Department of Mathematics 
and Information Technology (MIT) at the 
EdUHK conducted a seminar, titled “Building a 
Community of Practice (CoP) for Mathematics 
Te a c h e r s :  U s i n g  C o g n i t i v e  To o l s  a n d 
Communication Platforms inside and outside 
Digital Classrooms for Developing Mathematics 
Concept of Learners”. The seminar was part of a 
Quality Education Fund project, which aims at 
encouraging mathematics teachers from local 
primary schools to use e-learning applications 
and communication platforms in digital 
classrooms.

EdUHK Promoted Mathematics Concept 
Development in Digital Classrooms

Led by Professor Kong Siu-cheung, Professor at MIT and Director 
of the Centre for Learning, Teaching and Technology at EdUHK, 
the project is supported by 15 collaborating schools. The project 
provides visualised mathematics subjects for students to facilitate 
their self-directed learning. At the seminar, Professor Kong, 
who is the project leader, reported the major project outcomes. 
Representatives of seven participating schools reported their own 
school-based pedagogical designs, teaching experiences, and tips 
on promoting CoP for mathematics teachers.

Following a panel discussion and a Q&A session, Professor Kong 
led the representatives in discussing how the “one-learner to one-
computer” learning mode benefited the implementation of digital 
learning, the interaction between inquiry-based learning and 
digital learning, and how such knowledge helps teachers promote 
students’ self-directed learning.

The project  provides a  two-phase teacher development 
programme. The first phase was completed in February 2016, 
followed by the launch of Phase 2 in March 2016 during which 
teachers from the collaborating schools engaged in workshops 
and communication platforms. The project is expected to be 
completed in March 2017. The project team will use the lesson 
plans and teaching materials prepared by the collaborating 
schools to create a cloud-based repository, which will be made 
accessible to all primary schools in Hong Kong.

(From the left:) 
Vice Principal Chan Pui Shan of Jordan Valley St. Joseph's Catholic Primary School; 
Principal Mak Tin Chi of Jordan Valley St. Joseph's Catholic Primary School; and 
Professor Kong Siu-cheung, Professor at MIT and Director of the Centre for Learning, 
Teaching and Technology at EdUHK

Mathematics teachers of the seven collaborating schools join today's seminar
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O n  2 2  J a n u a r y,  t h e  E d U H K  h o s t e d  t h e 
International Symposium on Innovation in Health 
Service Delivery: Enhancing Trade and Creating 
Value in the Asia-Pacific Region.  The symposium 
brought  together over 70 participants, including 
distinguished academics,  policy makers, 
practitioners and postgraduate students, to 
assess the changing landscape of health service 
delivery and its implications for key stakeholders.

Held on the Lingnan University campus, the symposium was a 
jointly organised event led by the Hong Kong APEC Study Centre 
(APECSC) of EdUHK and supported by the Centre for Asian Pacific 
Studies at Lingnan University.

Professor Darryl Jarvis, Director of APECSC, welcomed the 
opportunity to host the symposium, stating that “the rapidly 
changing contours of the global health care landscape offer 
implications for regional cooperation and human wellbeing”.

Also in attendance to deliver welcoming remarks were Professor 
Joshua Mok Ka-ho, Vice President of Lingnan University; and 
Mr Chris Sun Yuk-han, Head of the Healthcare Planning and 
Development Office of the Food and Health Bureau.

At the symposium, Professor Tikki Pang, Visiting Professor in the 
Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy at the National University 
of Singapore, comprehensively discussed his topic, “Dealing 

with Dengue as a Cross-border Health Threat: The Perfect is the 
Enemy of the Good”. Dr Alex He Jing-wei, Assistant Professor in the 
Department of Asian and Policy Studies at EdUHK, shared his view 
on “Innovative Health Care Governance in China? A Wrong Key to 
the Old Lock”.

The event also provided a good opportunity to enrich students’ 
learning experiences. Over 50 postgraduate students from both 
the EdUHK and the Lingnan University attended the symposium to 
extend their study outside campus.

Distinguished academics, policy makers, practitioners and postgraduate students assess the changing landscape of health service delivery and its implications for key stakeholders

Professor Tikki Pang, Visiting Professor at the Lee Kuan 
Yew School of Public Policy at the National University of 
Singapore
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The EdUHK has retained its prestigious position 
as UNESCO Chair in Technical and Vocational 
Education and Training (TVET) and Lifelong 
Learning for a further four years.  Being awarded 
the title in 2010, the EdUHK was the first 
institution in Hong Kong to be granted a UNESCO 
Chair related to education.

Awarded UNESCO Chair in Vocational 
Education and Lifelong Learning 

The nominated UNESCO Chair holder is Professor Bob Adamson, 
who is currently Chair Professor of Curriculum Reform and 
Director of the Centre for Lifelong Learning Research and 
Development at EdUHK.

Commenting on the renewal of the title, Professor Adamson 
said “it was a special honour for the EdUHK to be awarded the 
UNESCO Chair in 2010 and highly gratifying that the University 
is considered worthy of retaining this title. As the largest teacher 
education provider and education research institution in Hong 
Kong, we are delighted to continue to host this UNESCO Chair and 
are committed to initiating a full programme of activities”.

Over the next four years, the UNESCO Chair will focus on 
supporting UNESCO’s priorities and strategies in the area of Skills 
for Work and Life. It will be particularly concerned with the needs 
of marginalised and disadvantaged groups, advocating equitable 
education for all.

The UNESCO Chair wil l  faci l itate research,  projects and 
publications to promote good practices,  innovations and 
knowledge-sharing. The Chair will be administered jointly by the 
Centre for Lifelong Learning Research and Development and the 
Department of International Education and Lifelong Learning of 
the Faculty of Education and Human Development. 

The nominated UNESCO Chair holder is Professor Bob 
Adamson, who is currently Chair Professor of Curriculum 
Reform and Director of the Centre for Lifelong Learning 
Research and Development at EdUHK
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Professor Rudolf Wu Shiu-sun, Research Chair Professor of Biological 
Sciences of the Department of Science and Environmental Studies

“Whenever my students come to ask me questions, I ask them what they 
think the answer is, and then I comment on it.”

Marine biology expert Rudolf Wu Shiu-sun 
welcomes people challenging his research. 
“The more people argue against my studies, the 
happier I am. In this way, I can improve,” he said. 

One of 13 leading scientists appointed by the United Nations to 
advise on marine environmental protection, Professor Wu joined 
EdUHK (the then HKIEd) in January as Research Chair Professor of 
Biological Sciences at the Department of Science and Environmental 
Studies. 

Finding His Passion
When he graduated with a degree in biology from the Chinese 
University in 1971, he did not know what he wanted to do. But 
his life changed when he applied for an MPhil degree in marine 
ecology at the University of Hong Kong (HKU) where he met marine 
ecologist Professor Brian Morton who helped him discover his 
interest in marine life.

In 1974, he started a PhD at the University of British Columbia 
in Canada where he was greatly influenced by a world renowned 
scientist Professor Dave Randall. “When I asked Professor Randall a 
question, he would say ‘I don’t know’ if he didn’t know the answer. 
It is good if we can admit that we don’t know something so that 
we can learn,” said Professor Wu, whose PhD dissertation won two 
science awards.  

In 1978, he joined the Marine Pollution Section at the Agriculture 
and Fisheries Department (AFD) as research scientist. Yet he 
yearned to become a researcher at a university. His chance came 
in 1988 with the establishment of the City Polytechnic of Hong 
Kong where he worked as a principal lecturer. He then moved to 
Australia and took up the position of Professor and Head of the 
Environmental Management Department at Victoria University 
of Technology. In 1993, Professor Wu returned to Hong Kong 
and became the Founding Head of the Biology and Chemistry 
Department at City University of Hong Kong. In 2009, he became 
Chair Professor and Director of the School of Biological Sciences at 
HKU. In January, he joined the EdUHK.

Research with Global Impact
Professor Wu has studied the impact of environmental change on 
marine animals. In 2012, he discovered that a lack of oxygen could 
lead to lower fertility and more males in the next generation in fish. 
He also invented an “Artificial Mussel” for monitoring metals in 
water. His findings attracted attention worldwide.

Professor Wu has a unique way of empowering students. “Whenever 
my students come to ask me questions, I ask them what they 
think the answer is, and then I comment on it.” He aims to nurture 
students as excellent scientists who surpass his achievements. 
“Three of my students are now great researchers. Seeing them 
succeed is my greatest satisfaction.”

Professor Wu pictured with Professor 
Morton when he was a MPhil student

P ro fe s s o r  Wu  a n d  h i s  n ove l 
invention, artificial mussel

A t  t h e  4 t h  I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Conference on Marine Pollution 
and Ecotoxicology
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Dr Margarita Pavlova, Associate Professor of the Department of 
International Education and Lifelong Learning

“The overall question that will be answered by the research project is how to 
improve collaboration between the government, industry sectors and TVET 
(Technical and Vocational Education and Training), to facilitate greening of 
skills required to meet the demands of a low-carbon, low-waste economy.”

This has been recognised by Dr Margarita Pavlova, Associate 
Professor of the Department of International Education and 
Lifelong Learning at EdUHK. Her research project, “Greening skills 
in Hong Kong: effective partnerships between vocational education, 
government and industry to support the greening of the economy”, 
will examine ways to facilitate greening of skills in the city.  

”The overall question that will be answered by the research project 
is how to improve collaboration between the government, industry 
sectors and TVET, to facilitate greening of skills required to meet 
the demands of a low-carbon, low-waste economy,” said Dr Pavlova.  

Greener skills in Hong Kong
Green ski l ls ,  Dr Pavlova explained,  are used to “reduce 
environmental impact and support economic restructuring with 
the purpose of attaining a cleaner, more climate-resilient efficient 
economy that preserves environmental sustainability and provides 
decent work conditions.”

Those green skills in Hong Kong need to be spread throughout 
different industries, but there are skills gaps due to inadequate 
education, lack of training provision, and sometimes inability of 
employers to formulate what training is required. “The purpose of 
this project is to examine governments’ influences on new skills 
requirements, employers’ needs, and the Technical and Vocational 
Education and Training (TVET) sector’s responses, with the aim of 
supporting skills development towards greening economy in Hong 
Kong,” she said. 

Three-pronged approach
Dr Pavlova and the team (Prof. Lee, C-K J., Prof. Maclean, R., and Dr 
Tsang E.) will study current practices in Hong Kong across a variety 
of sectors, including environmental industries which are starting to 
emerge. She and her team will also explore how TVET institutions 
are handling their green skills education and training.  This will 
also be cross-compared with data from four Asian countries during 
the 30-month study.  The team will conduct surveys and interviews 
with a pool of 50 people from selected industry sectors and up to 
20 TVET representatives. 

Findings of the study will contribute to new frameworks to improve 
collaboration between government, industry and TVET towards 
greening skills. The study will lead to improved skills training 
in Hong Kong to adapt to changing economic needs and policy 
initiatives towards greening. “The long term impact of this research 
is in supporting the greening of Hong Kong’s economy through 
green skills development,” Dr Pavlova said.

Our world faces challenges of environmental 
degradation and our economies need to adapt. 
Hong Kong needs to ensure that its workforce 
has the necessary green skills to achieve 
environmental aims.  
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Dr Emily Ridge, Lecturer of the Department of Literature and Cultural Studies

“It is a perceptible crisis point in hospitable relations delineated in late 
modernist writing, reflecting a broader international crisis but equally a 
critical turning point in the history of the English novel, which will form 
the focus of the study.”

Literary critical researcher Dr Emily Ridge from EdUHK believes 
that this had something to do with the historical era, shaped by 
large-scale refugee movements, diplomatic crises across Europe, 
the demise of the British Empire and the rise of a welfare system in 
the country.  

Exploring hospitality in British novels
A Lecturer in the Department of Literature and Cultural Studies, Dr 
Ridge will start a project to investigate the political and historical 
issues leading to the emergence of these hospitality-themed 
English fictions. “It is a perceptible crisis point in hospitable 
relations delineated in late modernist writing, reflecting a broader 
international crisis but equally a critical turning point in the history 
of the English novel, which will form the focus of the study,” says Dr 
Ridge.

Titled “Houses of Friction: Late Modernism, the English Novel, and 
the Problem of Literary Hospitality”, the two-year project aims to 
investigate the ways in which host-guest tensions invoke and reflect 
upon larger political and historical issues. “Visits frequently enact 
an unspeakable violence in late modernist writing,” says Dr Ridge.  

Politics Leading to Host-Guest Tensions
The study will cover British novels featuring host-guest encounters 
like Evelyn Waugh’s A Handful of Dust (1934), Virginia Woolf 's 
Between the Acts (1941), and Patrick Hamilton’s The Slaves of 
Solitude (1947). The study will also look at a selection of novels by 
refugee and immigrant writers in Britain.  

Dr Ridge will explore the politics of late modernist hospitality 
from key historical angles including the tension between interwar 
European governments and the country’s reception of refugees. 

She will visit libraries in both the UK and the US to search for public 
accounts of the refugee problem and of diplomatic exchanges 
from the 1930s to the end of the war, as well as press coverage. “I 
want to survey the private correspondences, notes, manuscripts 
and journals of the key writers in the study in order to gauge how 
far they themselves were overtly engaged with the politics of 
hospitality during the writing process,” says Dr Ridge.  

Letting a stranger stay in your home for an 
extended time is rare in today’s world. But 
such an awkward situation was often a feature 
of English novels from the late 1920s to the 
post-war period. A number of British novelists 
from this era created works which show a 
preoccupation with hospitality and host-guest 
tensions. But where did the writers’ concern 
with hospitality come from? 
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Dr Brian Fong Chi-hang, Assistant Professor of the Academy of Hong Kong Studies

“Democratic transitions will bring about a more competitive political 
regime featuring stronger pressure from opposition parties, civil society 
organisations and independent media for budget openness.”      

Dr Brian Fong Chi-hang, Associate Director, Academy of Hong 
Kong Studies of EdUHK has launched a study to examine whether 
democratisation is the key reason leading to budget disclosure 
using the case studies of Hong Kong, Macau and Taiwan for 
comparison. 

Adopting Open Budget Survey
Titled “Application of Open Budget Survey Methodology: A 
Comparative Study of Hong Kong, Macau and Taiwan”, his 30-month 
study, started in January 2016, will explore whether and to what 
extent do the democratic transitions of the three places determine 
their state of budget openness. “Currently at different stages of 
democratisation, Hong Kong, Macau and Taiwan are ideal places 
to test whether democratic transition is the principal factor that 
determine the state of budget openness,” said Dr Fong, Assistant 
Professor in Department of Asian and Policy Studies at EdUHK. 

Recent studies show that the holding of free and fair elections, and 
the presence of political competition will increase the number of 
opposition parties, civil society organisations and independent 
media, giving pressure for greater degree of budget openness. 
“Democratic transitions will bring about a more competitive political 
regime featuring stronger pressure from opposition parties, civil 
society organisations and independent media for budget openness,” 
said Dr Fong.

 
Improving Hong Kong’s Budgetary System
Firstly the research team will review official budget documents 
available in various public sources in Hong Kong, Macau and 
Taiwan such as official websites of government departments, 
legislatures and supreme audit institutions, public libraries, and 
university libraries. With the data collected, the team will complete 
the Open Budget Survey (OBS) questionnaire, which produces a 
score for each place relating to the transparency, timeliness and 
comprehensiveness of key budget documents.

The research team will conduct interviews with government 
officials, legislators, civil society activists and budgeting scholars 
in each of the three places to invite them to verify the preliminary 
findings in the completed questionnaires. The team will explore the 
political determinants that shape the state of budget openness of 
Hong Kong, Macau and Taiwan.   

“This research project will help local policy community better 
understand the international best practices on budget openness 
and identify the room for improvement within Hong Kong’s 
budgetary system,” he said.

A lot of research has shown that the disclosure 
of fiscal information to public, known as budget 
openness, will lead to good governance. But what 
factors contribute to budget openness?   
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Deriving from a 2010 EdUHK research project, the book uses 24 
comic stories to help preliterate children understand phonic rules. 
Since its publication in 2012, more than 1800 copies were sold. 
Some primary schools purchased the book for their libraries, and 
a kindergarten has adopted the book as their phonics teaching 
materials in the past two years. “Every single child in that 
kindergarten owned a copy,” said Wong, Assistant Professor of 
Department of Early Childhood Education at EdUHK. 

In many Hong Kong kindergartens, the words covered in the 
phonics lessons (e.g. cat and car) are often different from those 
in reading lessons (e.g. mooncake and fruit). This vocabulary 
mismatch makes it difficult for children to apply the phonics rules 
they learned to the words in the story that they are reading. 

To tackle the issue, “Can you spot?” integrates the teaching of 
phonics with vocabulary using comic strips. “Embedding the 
teaching of phonics in stories shoots two birds with one stone,” said 
Wong. His short comics also fit well into the length of a phonics 
lesson (roughly 20-25 minutes). “The use of four pictures to teach 
vocabulary and phonics enables teachers to repeat a story within 
a lesson, and to conduct extension activities to enrich children’s 
knowledge of a particular sound-letter corresponding rule,” 
Wong said.

While many phonic books use sounds difficult and confusing to 
young children, his book is an easy way to teach children to read. 
Wong first introduced sounds that are easier to pronounce (e.g. n 
and h), followed by the more difficult sounds (e.g. s and z). “I want 
children to have more successful experience in their early English 
experience (success leads to motivation), my order of sounds is 
based on ease of pronunciation,’ he said, adding that once children 
can say the words, they will have more confidence in learning. 

A Comic Book Motivates Your Child To 
Learn to Read

Learning to read English can be fun and does not require drilling, thanks 
to a self-published comic phonics book.  Produced by early childhood 
education specialist Richard Wong Kwok-shing, the book “Can you spot?” 
helps parents and teachers to teach phonics to kindergarteners or 
school-aged children in a simple but engaging way.  

Dr Richard Wong Kwok-shing, Assistant Professor of the Department of Early Childhood Education

Photo of author in the back cover

Knowledge transfer forum

R & KT News 16

Issue FO
U

R
 



A page from the book: words beginning with the letters “sh”

To publish the book, Wong had to locate different parties to do 
illustrations, layout and printing. “Obtaining the ISBN number 
was also more difficult than I had imagined,” he recalled, who had 
compromised his research work for the book.    

Wong once thought to himself: was it really worth it? “But when 
a parent told me that her child, who normally did not enjoy her 
English lessons in school, would keep returning to my book, then I 
thought all the efforts were well-spent.”

A page from the book: words beginning with the letter “h”

Book cover

Knowledge transfer forum
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Learning English Beyond the Classroom
The KT project was triggered by a need both among English 
teachers and the public for knowledge about the English language 
that goes beyond what is learned in school. Delivered by Stapleton 
and other EdUHK lecturers, the series, held on Saturday mornings 
in March and April on EdUHK’s Tai Po campus, drew an audience of 
up to 150 participants in each lecture.

This year, Stapleton’s focus was on describing “the differences 
between good speakers of English and very good ones”. In one 
segment, he asked the audience what they thought was the most 
difficult word to pronounce in English. “Then I said, I thought 
the word "sixths" was a good candidate and tried to show the 
gymnastics that our tongue must perform in order to say it properly. 
I say "properly," but in fact, most people would pronounce neither 
the "k" nor the "th" sounds in this word,” Stapleton said.

Teaching The English You Didn’t Learn at 
School With Humour

A Knowledge Transfer project hosted recently by the EdUHK demonstrates 
how people can teach English effectively with humour. The programme, 
titled “The English you didn’t learn at school”, was initiated and organised 
by the Department of English Language Education. Now in its fourth 
year, the project provides six public lectures annually to teachers and 
the public to explain aspects of English that the audience may not have 
known in an entertaining way. “Indeed, a stated secondary theme of the 
series is encompassed by the word, ‘edutainment’,” said Stapleton, Head of 
Department of English Language Education at EdUHK.

Dr Paul Stapleton, Head of the Department of English Language Education

Public lecture conducted by Dr Tim Taylor

Public lecture conducted by Dr Paul Stapleton

Public lecture conducted by Dr David Coniam

Knowledge transfer forum
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Engaging the Audience with Funny Stories
He also introduced a short clip of Jimi Hendrix singing his classic 
song, “Purple Haze”. “At one point, he sings the chorus, ‘S'cuse me 
while the kiss the sky’. But it is said that this lyric, among all lyrics, 
is the most misinterpreted. Many people hear him singing, ‘S'cuse 
me while I kiss this guy’," he said. “I doubt many English teachers in 
our schools would be playing Jimi Hendrix in class because it would 
be difficult to generate an exam question out of such knowledge in 
our local, heavily summative-oriented assessment system.”

Public lecture conducted by Dr Bidisha Banerjee

Public lecture conducted by Dr John Trent

Public lecture conducted by Dr Wang Lixun

Several lectures are memorable. “A few come to mind: John Trent’s 
lecture on Dangerous English probably tops the list; despite the 
warnings about its x-rated content, John had a big crowd show up. 
Others include Wang Lixun’s lecture on Pragmatics; Tim Taylor's 
lecture on Etymology; and David Coniam’s Funology.”

How does the team of speakers get so many people to drag 
themselves out of bed on a Saturday morning for an English lecture?  
“We hired a coach from Kowloon Tong to bring our audience back 
and forth from the city. Perhaps this is not the most conventional 
use of KT funding, but to our minds, we cannot think of a better way 
to use the generous support of KT resources.”

Knowledge transfer forum
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To build the momentum for developing students’ programming 
knowledge and practices in Hong Kong, Professor Kong has recently 
launched a knowledge transfer project to foster computational 
thinking among primary students through coding education.  
“Computational thinking requires learners to think like computer 
scientists, who demonstrate abilities such as logical thinking and 
problem solving,” said Professor Kong, adding that coding education 
has been lacking in local primary schools. Coding, which involves 
using programming language to provide instructions to computers, 
is the foundation of computer science.  

Kicking Off Coding Education
Professor Kong will recruit 32 local primary schools to join a 
4-year pilot project, titled Coding Education for Primary Schools, 
initiated and funded by The Hong Kong Jockey Club Charities Trust. 
He has also formed a core project team with academics from the 
City University of Hong Kong and the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology. He will work together with the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology, with their expertise in programming language 
development and programming pedagogies, to design a curriculum 
for primary 4 to 6 students, with a total of 6 to 10 activities planned 
for each grade. Co-curricular activities will be designed for students 
with strong interest in coding, such as tasks to apply programming 
knowledge and skills to solve real-life problems.

To build teachers’ computational thinking capacity, two courses 
will be offered for 96 teachers from the 32 schools at the University, 
one on programing knowledge and another on pedagogy on coding. 
The City University of Hong Kong will provide co-teaching support 
to teachers and organize coding awareness events and workshops 
for parents.  Each school will be funded to set up a ‘start-up lab’ and 
buying digital devices for coding activities. 

Mobile Computing Laboratory

All Kids Can Code

Can you believe that primary students can write computer programs?  It 
has become possible with the invention of visualized programming aids, 
such as App Inventor.  “Even young learners can start to learn how to write 
programs nowadays,” said Professor Kong Siu-cheung, Director of Centre 
for Learning, Teaching and Technology (LTTC) and Professor of Department 
of Mathematics and Information Technology at EdUHK.

Professor Kong Siu Cheung,  Professor of the Department of Mathematics and 
Information Technology, Director of the Centre for Learning, Teaching and Technology

Knowledge transfer forum
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Evidence-based Research
The research and evaluation team will adopt an instrument 
to measure students’ computational thinking ability so as to 
examine the impact of the project.  They will conduct evidence-
based research including the comparison between experimental 
and control schools, and on the usefulness of teaching materials, 
the pedagogy for teaching coding and computational thinking 
for future mainstreaming in schools. Professor Kong will also 
engage stakeholders, including the Education Bureau and parent 
associations, to gather support for coding education from various 
sectors, and to empower the curriculum review on ICT education 
in Hong Kong. “Our proposed slogan is All Kids Can Code and it is 
the direction that this knowledge transfer and research project will 
work with,” he said.

Computer and 3D Printing Room

A lesson in Computer and 3D Printing Room

Coding for interacting with Digital Physical Objects

Knowledge transfer forum
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“I wish to become a good music educator and 
researcher.”

The Hong Kong education reform emphasizes 
developing creativity as the first learning target 
of music education. But can students build 
creativity in schools?  This question has lingered 
in the heart of Han Ruochen after she watched 
a TED talk video entitled “Do schools kill 
creativity?” a few years ago. “I wished that one 
day I could study the influence of a curriculum in 
developing students’ creativity,” Han says. 

Her chance came in 2014 as she started her thesis at EdUHK 
to investigate the effectiveness of the Hong Kong Diploma of 
Secondary Education (HKDSE) Music curriculum in developing 
students’ creativity. Han joined EdUHK in 2011 to study a master 
degree. In 2012, she started her doctorate in education at the 
Department of Cultural and Creative Arts.  

Her study will discuss how students’ creativity can be developed 
through undertaking HKDSE music lessons, and the impacts of the 
new academic structure, music teachers’ professionalism, and the 
education context of Hong Kong towards the implementation of 
the HKDSE music curriculum.  She will also employ a case study 
to explore how a music teacher’s teaching practice and teaching 
philosophy influence students’ creativity development. “Hopefully, 
this research can generate valuable suggestions for the revision of 
the HKDSE music curriculum,” Han says.

She credits both EdUHK and her supervisor, Professor Leung Bo-
wah, with giving her invaluable support during her study.  “Professor 
Leung is a remarkable researcher and I benefited a lot from his 
supervision. He enriched my knowledge and improved my research 
techniques,” she says.

With the encouragement of Professor Leung, she participated in a 
lot of international conferences in the UK, Singapore, Japan, Taiwan 
and Macau during her study.  “Those experiences, to a great extent, 
expanded my outlook, sharpened my critical thinking and enhanced 
my presentation skills. Last year, I published an article in the 
International Journal of Music Education,” she says.

Han plans to work as an academic in universities in future.  “I wish 
to become a good music educator and researcher.”

Photos taken at Nagoya University for the International 
Outreach Study Programme (IOSP) 

Paper presentation in the “The 4th Music Education Forum of Greater China” in Tainan
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from Shandong, China 



“I plan to find a full-time academic job in a college 
or an university in Hong Kong.”

In China, private for-profit Western-style early 
learning centres that claim to implement 
western play-based teaching are growing 
in popularity. But are these centres really 
practicing play in their teaching?  

“Instead of a direct replication, an indigenized curriculum appeared 
to have been created, in which play-based curriculum was carried 
out in a way that meets Chinese traditional expectations for 
children to show self-constraints and for teachers to be respected,” 
says Cynthia Wang Xinxin, a doctoral student of the Department of 
Early Childhood Education at EdUHK.

The phenomenon, she adds, could be caused by cultural differences 
- western educational models deviate from Chinese traditions 
in learning goals, teaching methods, and teacher-student 
relationships. Having exposed to both the western and eastern 
cultures, Wang knows the situation well. After graduation from 
her Master of Education (majoring in early education) from the 
University of Toledo in the United States in 2011, she worked as an 
early childhood educator in an international school in China. 

“A rapidly increasing number of parents in the mainland China are 
enrolling their children in after-school programmes provided by 
private, for-profit early learning centres, we know next to nothing 
about how play is perceived and carried out in these centres,” 
says Wang.

Last year, Wang kicked off her EdD to investigate the unexplored 
area. Her research aims to examine how Chinese teachers in 
private Western-style early learning centres in China understand 
and implement play-based curricula.  Employing a multiple-case 
approach, her study involves interviewing 16 Chinese teachers in 
four learning centres. “Data were collected by interviewing four 
Chinese teachers in each centre, and observing their teaching 
practices,” she says.

Having a strong passion for teaching young children, Wang hopes 
that her study will help both western and eastern early childhood 
educators, researchers and policy makers to explore the early 
education system in China.  What is her plan after graduation? “I 
plan to find a full-time academic job in a college or an university in 
Hong Kong, and a part-time job in a local kindergarten,” Wang says.

Paper presentation in the Quality Childhood Conference International (QCCI), 2015

Paper presentation in the ‘European 
Early Childhood Education Research 
Association’ (EECERA) Conference, in 
Barcelona, Spain 2015

The QCCI conference at EdUHK, 2015
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Cynthia Wang Xinxin,  
from Shenzhen 



EvEnts thEn & now

R & KT News 24

Issue FO
U

R
 14 Jun 2016

Social Sciences Seminar: Launching the Asian Urban Wellbeing Indicators project: An open database for 
comparative research 
Professor Michael E. DeGolyer, Professor of Government and International Studies at Hong Kong Baptist 
University

10 Jun 2016 Positive Education Conference 2016

28 May 2016 The Second International Conference on Teaching Chinese as a Second Language – The IB Philisophy and 
Chinese Language Teaching

19 May 2016
Chair Professor Public Lecture - Multilingualism in Education in China 
Professor Bob Adamson, Chair Professor of Curriculum Reform, UNESCO Chairholder in TVET and Lifelong 
Learning, EdUHK

6 May 2016
Public Lecture : Migration Patterns in East Asia 
Professor Eric Fong, Professor, Department of Sociology, University of Toronto

5 May 2016 Public Seminar: Well-being and Success for ALL: Findings of 15,000+ young people in Hong Kong

30 Apr 2016 Education Policy Forum 2016 – ‘Whole-Person Development after 15 Years of Education Reform: Current 
Status and Way Forward’

30 Apr 2016
知識交流講座 - 處理婚姻問題：給專業人員的建議 
Professor Thomas Bradbury, Professor of Clinical Psychology, The University of California, Los Angeles 
(UCLA)

21 Apr 2016 Social Sciences Seminar - The Politics of Controlling Organized Crime in Greater China

30 Mar 2016 Seminar on Civic Participation and Civic Education: Mainland Chinese Students’ Attitudes to Civic 
Engagement and Responsibilities

24 Mar 2016 Social Sciences Public Seminar: Trends of Living Alone in Hong Kong - Social Changes and Demographic 
patterns

18 Mar 2016 「全球倫理：品德與生命教育」教材發佈暨經驗交流會

17 Mar 2016
Research Seminar: Home Environment and Development of Children’s Early Literacy Skills  
Professor JoAnn M. Farver, Professor and Chair, Department of Psychology, University of Southern 
California

14 Mar 2016 Life . Minority: Workshop on Racial Equality in Hong Kong

5-19 Mar 2016, 
2-16 Apr 2016

‘The English you didn't learn in school IV’ Series

4 Mar 2016 香港前途對話系列：香港澳門化？澳門政治發展對香港的啟示 
吳德榮教授 ( 澳門大學政府與行政學系教授 )

4 Mar 2016 他們在島嶼寫作（二）——菲林中的香港文學

3 Mar 2016 Seminar on Illustration, Urban Culture and Individuals in the Age of Information 
Professor Huang Tsung Yi Michelle, Department of Geography, National Taiwan University

1 Mar 2016
Promoting Pluralingualism on Campus: How can Universities Facilitate Students’ Learning of Foreign 
Languages? 
Professor Dominique Macaire, Professor, The Institute of Teacher Education (ESPE), University of Lorraine

26 Feb 2016
香港前途對話系列：從台灣看香港：台港兩地的社會創新 
江明修教授 ( 台灣國立政治大學社會科學學院院長 )

23 Feb 2016 Prophecy/Parable? Imagining Hong Kong in “Ten Years"

19 Feb 2016 Do the Cantonese in Canton speak Cantonese? Repositioning of the young ‘native’ Cantonese speakers in 
multilingual Guangzhou

22 Jan 2016 International Symposium of Innovation in Health Service Delivery: Enhancing Trade and Creating Values in 
the Asia-Pacific Region
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