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Abstract

Lying 1s a natural part of human interaction, but when and why do we begin to lie? Join Professor

Kang Lee for an in-depth exploration of the development of deception in children. This talk waill
examine the early emergence of lying, the cognitive and social factors that contribute to

its development, and the various types of lies children tell. Discover the surprising
challenges adults face in detecting children’s lies and the most effective strategies
for fostering honesty. Professor Lee will also demonstrate how these scientific
insights can be applied in real-world scenarios, from detecting deception to
improving healthcare practices. Join us in uncovering the secrets of childhood

lies and understanding their profound implications.

Prof. Kang Lee

Department of Applied Psychology
and Human Development
University of Toronto

Biography
Dr. Kang Lee is a professor and Tier 1 Canada Research Chair in Developmental
Neuroscience at OISE, University of Toronto, and a Fellow of the Royal Society £
of Canada. Dr. Lee has spent nearly three decades investigating the origins of
honesty and deception in children. His research integrates behavioral studies,
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neuroimaging (EEG, fMRI, fNIRS), and machine learning to unravel the
complexities of social cognition.

Dr. Lee ranks among the top 0.5% of researchers worldwide. His work
has influenced legal policies, including reforms in child witness testimony C@: Venue
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Po Campus

procedures in Canada, and has been applied to clinical treatments for
conduct disorders. Beyond academia, he co-invented Transdermal
Optical Imaging, an Al-driven technology used by millions for
contactless health monitoring.

Dr. Lee’s research has been widely covered by major media outlets,
including The New York Times, CNN, and NHK, and featured in
science documentaries such as Babies (Netflix) and Through the
Wormbhole (Morgan Freeman Productions). His TED Talk on SCAN HERE -
childhood deception has amassed over 25 million views. A -

recipient of numerous prestigious awards, including the 2024
Governor General Innovation Award and the 2023 SSHRC
Insight Award, Dr. Lee continues to shape the scientific and real-
world understanding of morality, deception, and human Enquiries:
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