3 December 2001

To all news editors,
The Hong Kong Institute of Education Announces the Winner of Outstanding Educator Award 2001


The Hong Kong Institute of Education announces today that the winner of the Outstanding Educator Award 2001 is Dr. Angela Chiu Kwan-hung, one of the very first pioneers of early childhood education in Hong Kong, and who has made significant contributions to the field for nearly half a century.


“Thanks to strong support from many sectors of the community, the Outstanding Educator Award 2001 has made an excellent start.  I am confident that this annual award scheme will accomplish its objective of helping to foster a social environment and culture that will encourage the pursuit of excellence and lifelong learning,” remarked Mr. Simon S.O. Ip, Chairman of the Council of the Institute and a member of the Award Scheme’s Selection Panel.


Prof. Charles K. Kao, the internationally renowned scientist who is widely known as the  “father of fiber optics”, and Chairman of the Selection Panel, described Dr. Chiu as a “shining example of a truly inspiring scholar and educator who has dedicated her whole career to the most fundamental and essential aspect of human education – early childhood education”.  Apart from Prof Kao and Mr. Simon Ip, other prominent members on the Selection Panel include Dr. The Hon. Rosanna Wong, JP, Chairman of the Education Commission, Mrs. Fanny Law, JP, Secretary for Education and Manpower and Dr. Lawrence Wong, Chief Executive of The Hong Kong Jockey Club.  There are also a number of other distinguished members who are frontline educators.


Prof. Ruth Hayhoe, Director of the Institute, said that the Institute was very much encouraged by the enthusiastic response and participation by representatives from all sectors in the education field, including tertiary, secondary, primary, early childhood, continuing and special education, who had contributed by giving valuable advice, especially during the planning stage.  “All the candidates nominated are highly respected in their professional areas -- we are indeed gratified by the strong support we have received from the community.”


Dr. Chui will receive the award from The Hon. Donald Tsang, JP, The Chief Secretary for Administration, who will preside over the award presentation ceremony tonight at the Government House.  The trophy that Dr. Chiu will receive is designed by two B.Ed. (Bachelor of Education) students studying in the Institute’s Department of Creative Arts.  The design shows a human shape that is structurally made up of two forms of the same Chinese character [人], which means people, or human beings, with one a slight variation of the other.  The designers wish to bring out the intimate relationship between the teacher and the student, and how one life can influence another.
~ End ~
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