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This presentation deals with some fundamental methodological and ethical issues confronting Non-Chinese
researchers undertaking research in Hong Kong Chinese society. Among other things, it considers the
following: sampling issues; problems pertaining to data collection; and the challenges of data interpretation.
While the issues are by no means unigue to Hong Kong, there are a number of matters related to outsider
research that require special attention in the Hong Kong Chinese context, even when the researchers may be
acquainted with both the context and the participants. Understanding the context of research, including the
socio- cultural context of which the research participants are a part, leads to an enhanced understanding of the
issues at hand. The presenters argue that sensitivity and flexibility needs to be built into the research design in
order to arrive at reliable, valid and truthful findings. They also contend that Western models of research designs
may fail to hold up in a culture that is guided by the principals of Confucious philosophy thus suggesting a
strong case for re-conceptualising specified key notions.

Dr Kokila Roy Katyal is a Post Doctoral Fellow with the KRA “Teachers and the Teaching
Profession” at the Hong Kong Institute of Education. Her doctoral work focused on teacher
leadership and its impact on student engagement in schools. She has many years of
leadership-related teaching and administrative experie in secondary schools in India
including setting up schools and school systems. Her research interests include teacher
leadership, theories of leadership, training and education for teacher leadership, autonomous

student learning, higher education research and the ethics of outsider research.

Dr. MarkE. King is a Research Assistant Professor in the Faculty of Education at the University

of Hong Kong. His research interests include public policy, public health policy and practice, and
public education policy and practice. His doctoral thesis investigated the attitudes of Hong Kong
Chinese people towards transgender/transsexual people and their civil rights and he is
associated with a number of NGOs working in the field of sexual and gender minorities. He is also

interested in the ethics of outsider research, as well as information, statistical, and data literacy

and his experience spans both quantitative and qualitative methodologies.
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