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Sentence Final Particles in L1-English-L2-Cantonese Speakers’ L3
Mandarin
YUAN, Boping
University of Cambridge

With the globalization, an increasing number of people are becoming bi- or multi-lingual
speakers. According to the Wikipedia, there are more bi- or multi-lingual speakers in the world
than monolingual speakers today. Numerous studies of bilingual speakers have been reported in
the literature (in which many of the participants are actually trilingual speakers, rather than
bilingual speakers). Only a few studies have focused on trilingual speakers, and even fewer on
trilingual speakers involving Cantonese and Mandarin. In this paper, we want to fill in the gap by
presenting a study which examines sentence final particles (SFPs) in the 3" language (L3)
acquisition of Mandarin by 1%--language (L1) English, 2"-language (L2) Cantonese speakers.

In what way do three languages co-exist or interact in a human mind? While the cross-
linguistic influence or transfer in L3 acquisition is likely to come from either the L1 or the L2, the
question is whether one language or the other plays a more prominent role and, if so, why? This
paper reports on an empirical study focusing on the transfer source at the initial stages of L3
acquisition of Mandarin by L1-English-L2-Cantonese speakers. Both Mandarin and Cantonese are
SFP languages, using SFPs to denote temporal-aspectual meanings (or to express the speaker’s
attitudes). Linguistically, we focus on three SFPs, le (currently relevant state), laizhe (recent past)
and ne (noteworthy progressiveness) in the study. The first two, le and laizhe, have equivalent
SPFs in Cantonese, but the third one, ne, does not. English has no SFP and employs tense/aspect
markers to express those meanings. In terms of structural similarity, Cantonese obviously is both
typologically and structurally closer to Mandarin, compared to English, and thus is predicted to be
the source of transfer in the L3 acquisition of Mandarin.

Eighty-one participants (23 L1-English-L2-Mandarin beginners, 30 L1-English-L2-
Cantonese-L3-Mandarin beginners, and 28 Mandarin native speakers) took part in the study, which
employed a sentence-picture matching task to elicit their interpretations of the three SFPs. The
results show that the L3 Mandarin beginners are significantly more accurate in interpreting le than
the L2 Mandarin speakers, which suggests that the knowledge of the relevant Cantonese SFPs are

transferred into the L3 initial stage and plays a facilitative role. Our findings reject a prediction

24
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that transfer is always from the L1 and support predictions that transfer is from a structurally/
typologically similar language. In terms of the acquisition of ne, the L3 beginners are found not to
perform significantly better that their L2 counterparts, which implies that structural similarities
between Cantonese and Mandarin (i.e. the use of SFP) do not always facilitate the L3 acquisition
course. Moreover, an asymmetry is found between the acquisition results of le and laizhe, both of
which have corresponding SFPs in Cantonese. The SFP laizhe constitutes a major learning
difficulty for both L2 and L3 learners. We will discuss our findings on the basis of hypotheses and
models in the literature.
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Problem-solving role plays in TCSL.: Creation,
Integration, and Implementation

CHIANG, Yung-nan
Wenzhou-Kean University

The potential benefits of bringing problem-solving approaches into foreign language
classrooms have been widely discussed by scholars, but rarely explored in the curriculum for
Chinese as a second/foreign language (CSL). In order to further our knowledge in this area, this
study reports the creation, integration, and implementation of problem-solving role play materials
and activities for a CSL course at a Sino-foreign cooperative university. The principles used to
design, integrate and implement the activities will be discussed before a sample lesson is presented.
The perceived benefits of using problem-solving activities in CSL classrooms will be discussed

while some caveats will be offered.

Keywords: Problem-solving role plays in TCSL: Creation, Integration and Implementation
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The freezing and regression of Students’
Pronunciation mastery in Advanced level: Why and
What to do

MA, Congcong
University of Notre Dame

The purpose of this paper is to solve a commonly observed situation: the suspension and
regression of pronunciation progress when learners move into advanced levels. Pronunciation rules,
including tone sandhi, are introduced and mastered in the very beginning of language study.
However, after years’ study, unlike other aspects, such as the acquisition of vocabulary and
grammar, many students’ pronunciation is not maintained or progressed as expected. On the
contrary, their pronunciation hits a language plateau, during which errors may persist for long
periods and become quite difficult to get rid of.

By collecting the data of students’ speech, including homework recordings, oral reports, and
one-on-one interviews, this paper analyzes the frequency and quantity of errors in their output,
characterizes the different types of errors, and identifies the possible reasons: (1) inadequate
training and emphasis on pronunciation in advanced levels leads to the retreat of pronunciation,
for example, when people produce longer periods of speech, they may fail to pronounce certain
linguistic feathers, but they can still communicate effectively; (2) pronunciation rules in more
advanced context may be different but was seldom taught by instructors; and more significantly,
(3) the cognitive loads increase as students’ language systems reorganize to attain high levels.

Based on its findings, this paper proposes the following solutions to avoid the stalemate
in pronunciation: using technological tools to record the progress of students’ pronunciation;
making space for instructors to introduce pronunciation rules in more advanced speech; and
designing proper practice to target their fossilized errors, solidify their pronunciation and balance
their cognitive loads.

Keywords: Pronunciation, fossilization, Advanced Level
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Learning and teaching on the application of picture
book's storytelling for non-Chinese speaking
students (NCS) learning Chinese in the early
childhood

LUI, Yan Tung
RS

Storytelling is superiority for early childhood teaching. Story becomes the experience of the
listener. (Phillips, L., 2012) As a kindergarten teacher, | have the experience on applying
storybooks on the early ages' learning. The effectiveness are apparently seen with children's
response physically and verbally. As storybooks bring out children's curiosity through the
characters and content. The effectiveness are more obvious when applying picture books. Picture
books is significant in the Chinese literature with many illustration but not written words.
Nevertheless, it can induce children to learn Chinese through speak and imagination.

Pictures on story books induced children to think and give conversation to the character or
describe the storybooks. Instead of reading out the written words on the books solely, children
have to pay more efforts on imagination and revising the language. Picture book can be a
completed tools on Chinese language learning on NCS. Yet, how to choose picture books and how
to apply?

In Kohlberg’s theory of development, it is of prime importance to develop children’s morality
throughout early childhood. It embraced logical stages, cognitive stimulation, and the affective
aspects of learning. (Kohlberg, L, 2018). Picture book can be one of the resources to apply on
teaching second language on the early age. Rather than only go through the picture book with
children which stayed on the cognitive stimulation stage, teachers can move forward to establish
logical stages affective aspects to boost Chinese learning.

Phillips, L. (2012). Retribution and Rebellion: Children’s Meaning Making of Justice
Through Storytelling. International Journal of Early Childhood, 44(2), 141-156.

Kohlberg, Lawrence. The Psychology of Moral Development : The Nature and Validity of Moral
Stages. 1st ed. San Francisco: Harper & Row, 1984. Print. Kohlberg, Lawrence, 1927-1987. Essays
on Moral Development ; v. 2.

Keywords: Second language, non-Chinese speaking students (NCS), learning Chinese,
picture books, teaching and learning
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Examining Second Language Reading: A Validation
Study of the Cognitive Parameters of the Singapore-
Cambridge General Certificate of Education

Ordinary-Level Chinese Language Examination

CHEONG, Yun Yee
National Institute of Education, Nanyang Technological University, Singapore

This mixed methods validation study critically reviews how the Singapore-Cambridge
General Certificate of Education Ordinary-Level Chinese Language Examination (GCE 1162)
examines second language reading. The research question asks, ‘Are the cognitive requirements
of the GCE 1162 reading examination appropriate and do the reading constructs sampled indicate
broader competence beyond the examination?’. Building on knowledge of reading purposes,
approaches, processes and models, this study evaluates the following three cognitive parameters
of the GCE 1162 reading examination: the variety of the dimensions of reading assessment, the
comprehensiveness of test items in terms of cognitive demands and the range of reading
approaches demanded.

The GCE 1162 reading examination is the principal national school- leaving reading
examination for the majority of secondary school students studying Chinese as a second language
in Singapore. The high-stakes nature of the examination underscores the importance of collecting
evidence by which to judge its quality. Resources drawn on include Singapore Ministry of
Education and Singapore Examinations and Assessment Board documents, specifically,
examination information booklets, syllabuses, committee reports and annual reviews. Subject
matter experts were appointed to analyse the reading comprehension passages and test items from
22 sets of GCE 1162 reading examination papers from 2006 to 2016. Semi-structured interviews
were carried out with 22 stakeholders involved in coordination, test design, item construction,
marking and reviewing. The interviewees included members of an elite policy group with
privileged access to test specifications and procedures. Further interviews were carried out with
secondary school Chinese language teachers and students, whose perspectives are seldom
considered in validation processes. Opinions were also sought from experts in the field of Chinese
as a second language, reading and assessment.

The study is structured using Kane’s argument-based approach to validation framework

(ABV) to form a cogent and persuasive argument. Kane’s ABV comprises two primary
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elements—an interpretative argument (IA) and a validity argument (VA). The first step in an 1A
is to state the claim, which in this study is that the cognitive requirements of the examination are
appropriate and the reading constructs sampled indicate broader competence beyond the
examination. Subsequently, nine assumptions for the claim are laid out. For the claim to hold true,
the assumptions associated with the claim must be substantiated with evidence from the VA. In
other words, the VA entails the gathering and analysis of supporting evidence and rebuttals to
determine the plausibility of the IA.

Building an ABV of the cognitive parameters of the GCE 1162 reading examination, the
study argues that the examination focuses primarily on the dimension of text comprehension,
possibly overlooking other dimensions such as multiple text reading for problem-solving, and
reading volume and interest. Second, the overall findings suggest that although the examination
has a range of items catering to test-takers of varying language proficiencies, there is an inadequate
representation of higher-order thinking items. In addition, items from the apply, analyse and create
cognitive levels are underrepresented, making up less than 5% of the total score of the GCE 1162
reading examination paper. Third, the study establishes that the different reading levels, namely
local and global, and reading types, namely expeditious and careful, are covered appropriately in
the examination, although further research needs to be undertaken to understand the optimal
combination of reading approaches for the examination. Fourth, comparisons across the old, new
and latest group of examination papers indicate that changes in cognitive parameters across
examination formats are not statistically significant, calling into question the alignment between
the measurement objectives of the examination and learning objectives in the syllabus. Fifth, it
also appears that the reading constructs measured by the examination are limited by the reading
dimensions, cognitive levels and reading approaches sampled, implying that scores in the

examination might not be generalizable to real- world reading contexts.
Keywords: Language Testing, Second Language Reading Assessment, Singapore-

Cambridge General Certificate of Education Ordinary-Level Chinese Language Examination,
Validity
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On positive impact of Cantonese Pinyin in Teaching
non-Chinese speaking (NCS) students Chinese
Language

LAI, Chi Shing
The Education University of Hong Kong

In Hong Kong, many people strongly support maintaining the use of Cantonese in teaching
Chinese for various reasons, especially in teaching the non-Chinese speaking (NCS) students. Yet
only a small number of teachers are proficient in Cantonese Pinyin — a must for using Cantonese
in teaching Chinese. In Hong Kong schools, especially primary schools with non-Chinese speaking
(NCS) students, teaching Cantonese Pinyin is essentially a lacuna, and it is an unusual
phenomenon for Chinese teaching. This study would first attempt to analyze the background of
this lacuna, and discuss its shortcomings for Chinese teaching for the NCS students in Hong Kong.
Then, the study explores possible ways to implement Cantonese Pinyin teaching, particularly
primary Chinese teaching with a view of identifying positive impact of "Using Cantonese to teach

Chinese".

Keywords: Cantonese Pinyin, non-Chinese speaking (NCS) students, Chinese Language
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Exploring the Relationship between Motivation and
Learning Outcome of Chinese-as-a-Foreign-
Language Learners: A Meta-Analytical Review

LI, Zhen DONG, Yang LAI, Chun
The Education University of Hong Kong
The City University of Hong Kong

The University of Hong Kong

Motivation is a major predictor of L2 learning outcome. However, the relationship between
motivation and L2 learning outcome has not been thoroughly studied yet in the context of learning
Chinese as a foreign language (CFL). To date, the most frequently used motivational frameworks
in CFL research have been Gardner’s (1985) socio-educational model and Dornyei’s (2005) L2
Self System. This meta-analysis examined the association between the most essential motivational
variables of these two influential frameworks and the learning outcome of CFL learners. We
reviewed both Chinese and English literature published between 2005 and 2018, yielding 17
empirical studies on the motivation of 4,595 learners across different countries. Related
publications retrieved from online databases including CKNI, Eric, PsycINFO, Pro-Quest
Dissertations and Theses, Sage Journals, Science Direct. Entry criteria for the selected literature
consisted of 1) papers on the motivation of CFL learners published between 2005 and 2018, 2)
papers aimed at discussing the relationship between motivation and CFL learning outcome, and 3)
studies using standardized measures. Exclusion criteria included 1) data being incomplete or
unreported, 2) definition of motivation is beyond the scope of this meta-analysis, and 3) sample
size is below 40. Two independent coders completed the coding of the selected studies, comprising
(a) year of publication, (b) gender, (c) age range, (d) sample size, (e) country of studying the target
language, (f) target language type, (g) learning settings, (h) theoretical framework, (i) motivational
variables, (j) learning outcome variables, (k) instruments, and (I) correlation indicators, including
percentage of variance (R2), or means and standard deviations that could be transformed into a
Fisher’s z effect size. Comprehensive Meta-Analysis 3.0 was used for Fisher’s z calculation. The
motivational variables reported in the selected studies were split into two groups, the first group
includes ldeal Self and Ought-to Self, based on Dérnyei’s (2005) L2 Self System, and the second
group consists of Intrinsic, Integrative, and Instrumental Motivation, according to Gardner’s (1985)

socio-educational model. The results demonstrated that the most strongly correlated variable was
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Intrinsic Motivation (z = .49), and both Integrative Motivation (z = .33) and Instrumental
Motivation (z = .34) were moderately correlated with CFL learning outcome. Both Ideal Self (z
=.18) and Ought-to Self (z = .13) had a relatively lower association with learning outcome, as
compared with Intrinsic Motivation, Integrative Motivation, and Instrumental Motivation. This
meta-analysis shows the importance of Intrinsic Motivation in predicting CFL learning outcome.
Future research could consider using interventions that facilitate the awareness of Intrinsic
Motivation among CFL learners. This meta-analysis also has theoretical implications regarding
the use of motivational variables for predicting learning outcome of languages other than English.

Keywords: Motivation, learning outcome, Chinese-as-a-foreign language, meta-analysis
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Effects of Visual Processing on the Acquisition of
Chinese Characters of Nominal Classifiers by
Alphabetic Language Speakers

CHENG, Yaxiao
The Education University of Hong Kong

Chinese characters belong to the ideographic and logographic writing system. Learning
Chinese characters have long been assumed to be a challenging task for Chinese as a second
language (CSL) learners. Plenty of previous studies have focused on the character acquisition of
content words, while a few studies have paid attention to those functional words. On the other
hand, using measure words is one unique feature in the Chinese language. Nominal classifier is an
obligatory grammatical class in Chinese noun phrases and has classification function based on
features of the nouns. By virtue of the relationship between Chinese count-noun classifiers and the
object shapes, the present study selected twelve count-noun classifiers, to empirically investigate
the effects of visually-projected processing on their acquisition by alphabetic language speakers.
Three research hypotheses were examined in this study: 1) Instructions on visually-projected
processing could facilitate the acquisition of the characters of these nominal classifiers in a
remarkably short time. 2) Individual differences in visuospatial working memory may lead to
different acquisition rates of these characters. 3) The acquisition of the target characters involving
fewer strokes would be easier for alphabetic language speakers than that of characters with more
number of strokes.

Thirteen alphabetic language speakers who had minimal or no knowledge of Chinese
characters participated in a one-to-one experiment separately, in which they were asked to
complete a pre/post-test on character recognition, a visual working memory test, as well as a
questionnaire and a short interview under the guidance and supervision of the same experimenter.
In the pre-test, participants were asked to select the most similar character representing classifier
to the hand-drawing picture in each noun phrase to fill in the blanks on a worksheet, based on the
similar parts of the drawings and characters as they observed or imagined. Then a mini-instruction
(lasting around five minutes) of recognising the characters of the twelve target classifiers was
provided for each participant by the experimenter. After that, they continued to attend the visual
working memory test, a short interview, and fill in a questionnaire. After these three distraction

tests, participants were asked to do a new classifier-noun phrase matching task without the aid of
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pictures in the post-test, which was designed to measure the effectiveness of visually-projected
instructions on the accuracy and speed of target character acquisition.

The following results were found in this study. Firstly, the results suggested that the visually-
projected instruction has a significantly positive impact on alphabetic language speakers’
acquisition of these twelve nominal classifiers in terms of character recognition and the classifier-
noun collocations. The visually-projected processing could be an effective way to teach the
characters of count-classifiers and the classifier-noun collocations, at least for these twelve noun
phrases that are frequently used in Chinese people’s life. Secondly, there might be some
relationships between the acquisition rate and the visual working memory capacity among a few
participants, but no significant correlations existed. Thirdly, the result did not show any significant
correlations between the number of strokes and the acquirability of these count-noun classifiers.
Overall, the findings in the present study shed light on some pedagogical implications on the
teaching and learning of Chinese characters and nominal classifiers for CSL learners. Finally,

limitations of the study and suggestions for the future research are discussed.

Keywords: Chinese characters, nominal classifiers, visually-projected processing, individual

differences, visual complexity, alphabetic language speakers
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Which one is more effective? -- Using Putonghua
only or translanguaging as a medium of instruction
in a CSL/CFL class

ZENG, Denggao
Kennedy School

Introduction

With the growth of China’s economy, teaching Chinese as a Second or Foreign Language
(TCSL/TCFL) has become popular in the past decade. But it is lack of research done in addressing
the issues associated with TCSL/TCFL, especially at primary level. Regarding the medium of
instruction (MOI) used in TCSL/TCFL at primary schools, there is no research conducted to show
students’ Chinese proficiency is affected by a particular MOI. The goals of this mixed methods
research are to (i) examine the correlation of students’ achievement in Chinese proficiency and a
particular MOI — Putonghua only or translanguaging; (ii) investigate how a particular MOI affects
students’ achievement in Chinese language proficiency; and (iii) evaluate why a particular MOI
affect / does not affect students’ language achievement? A quasi experimental research design will
be adopted in this study to examine whether a particular MOI, Putonghua only or Translanguaging
differs significantly on CSL/CFL learners’ Chinese proficiency. Results will be analysed using
independent samples t-test. Classroom observations will be conducted to investigate how a
particular MOI affects students’ achievement in Chinese proficiency. By referring to second
language acquisition theories, this study will try to explain why a particular MOI affect/does not
affect CSL/CFL learners’ Chinese proficiency.
Participants and contexts

The study is being conducted in my current school, where 80% of our students are CSL/CFL
learners. The participants of the study are from two Year 2 CSL/CFL classes in which all students
started receiving daily Chinese education since they were in Year 1. It is noticeable that the two
Year 2 classes have been formed based on school grouping regulations before the study begins, so
it is not possible for me to randomly assign students to different classrooms. Each class has 30
students, 15 boys and 15 girls approximately.
The study starts with a pretest, followed by a series of treatments, which last 3 months with five
45-minute Chinese lessons in each week, and end up with a posttest. In total, the study contains
45 treatment hours. According to school teaching timetable, the two Year 2 paralleled classes are
taught at the same time. | am one of the instructors who is responsible for the treatment group,
which is taught in a Putonghua only environment, and a colleague working with me for 9 years
and with similar educational background (both of us are originally from Mainland China and has
overseas learning and teaching experiences) is another instructor responsible for teaching the
control group, which is taught in a translanguaging environment. To increase the reliability of the
study, regular co-planning is held to make sure the teaching materials, teaching methods and
activities used by two of us are the same. Also, lesson observations are conducted between the two
classes before the experimental study to allow each of us to observe lessons of the selected classes
and find out the common teaching practices for the study.
Methods of data collection

Both quantitative and qualitative methods are used to collect data. The pretest and posttest
are used in this study to collect participants’ academic results before and after the experiment.
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Youth Chinese Test (YCT), as an international standardised test of Chinese language proficiency
is adopted for the study.

A qualitative observation is conducted for the control group and the experimental group for
a purpose of explaining how a particular MOI affects students’ language achievement. A complete
observer, my former colleague who graduated from University of Hong Kong with a PhD degree
in education, is acting as an outside observer to take notes of participants and teachers’
performances according to the observation scheme and questionnaire | design.
Expected Findings

For the research, | expect that participants in the experimental group in which Putonghua is
using as the only MOI will perform better than the participants in the control group, in which
translanguaging is adopted as the MOI. The expected finding is based on the following two reasons:

First, in the field of TCSL/TCFL, although a variety of recent studies have revealed both
teachers and students believe that multilingual pedagogy, or specifically, translanguaging, has a
positive impact on teaching and learning, especially with regards to meaning negotiation (Wang,
2017), the research results have not proved that using translanguaging as the MOI has a positive
impact on L2 learners’ academic performance. According to Krashen’s (1985) input hypothesis,
comprehensible input is the primary causative variable in L2 acquisition, so constructing a
complete L2 environment where the language inputs such as words, sentences and messages are
understood by L2 learners in contexts are important to the L2 learners’ language acquisition.

Second, most of the research studies were conducted at tertiary level to investigate L2 learners
and teachers’ beliefs on the effectiveness of monolingual pedagogy and multilingual pedagogy on
TCSL/TCFL, none of which were conducted at primary level to examine the effectiveness of
monolingual pedagogy and multilingual pedagogy on improving children’s academic performance.
According to Krashen’s (1985) affective filter hypothesis, children tend to be more confident and
less anxious than adults when acquiring a second language. Based on this hypothesis, children are
more adaptable to L2 only learning environment than adults when acquiring a second language,
thereby they perform better in L2 learning environment.
Significance of the Study

In the field of TCSL/TCFL, pedagogies are controversial. While some recent research studies
claim that translanguaging is necessary to be adopted as the MOI for the L2 learners to understand
thoroughly the difficult linguistic features of the Chinese language, using Putonghua only as the
MOI has long been the standard practice in Mainland China, stipulated by official policies and
supported by a variety of SLA theories, which highlight the importance of constructing
comprehensible L2 only environment for the L2 learners (Krashen, 1985; Macaro, 2001; Wang,
2017). This study will give a clear answer to the use of language as the MOI at primary level, in
regards with children’s academic achievements in language proficiency. The findings will have
significant impact on language policy and planning, as well as curriculum development in the field
of TCSL/TCFL.

Keywords: TCSL/TCFL,monolingual pedagogy,multilingual pedagogy, MOI(Medium of
Instruction), Putonghua, translanguaging, SLA (Second Language Acquisition), Scaffolding
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Affect and Other Functions in Chinese as a Second
Language

Hongyin Tao
The University of California, Los Angeles

Discourse linguists have long argued that language is not only for the transmission of
information but equally importantly for the expression of affect, emotion, empathy, and similar
functions. In the words of Elinor Ochs and Bambi Schieffelin (1989), “language has a hart”! This
characteristic has profound impact on the architecture of language and should accordingly be
reflected in second language pedagogy. Yet in the field of Chinese as a second language (CSL),
much less attention has been paid to this aspect of the Chinese language. In this talk, I will first
address the issue by highlighting some of the commonly used structural and multimodal features
in expressing affect and other functions, such as lexical, grammatical, prosodic, and gestural
features. | will then illustrate some of the ways in which authentic multimodal usage patterns of

language can be used for this purpose in improving the quality of pedagogy in the CSL classroom.

Keywords: affect, emotion, prosody, multimodality, interaction
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Enhancing Professional Knowledge Through Case-
based Teaching and Learning

LIU, I-Chun
BILEEHEAER

This study aims to advance pre-service teachers’ professional knowledge by involving one-
on-one teaching and case study in initial teacher education. Case-based learning can provide
opportunities for applying theories and knowledge to authentic teaching situations, as well as
practicing analytical skills and fostering professional experiences. Professional experiences,
resulting in personal success, particularly provides individuals a direct way to envision what they
are capable of and consequently raise their expectations and perceived self-efficacy as well as their
motivation, perseverance and attitudes towards the target performance (Bandura, 1986; Ching,
2002; Mills, Pajares, & Herron, 2007). Therefore, it is important for pre-service teachers to
accumulate their teaching experiences while comprehending how to apply abstract concepts and
knowledge to any likely situations.

To explore how pre-service teachers practice teaching Chinese as a second language and
conducting their research, three main types of data collection were used. First, evaluation results
of each language learner are collected to look into how pre-service teachers prescribe their learners
and design appropriate lessons for them. Second, teachers’ and students’ artifacts were collected
from each time of instruction to see interactions and performance between them. Finally,
reflections for every instruction were collected to examine what pre-service teachers confront and
how they react in each encountering. Data analysis will proceed inductively with initial coding
generating emergent variant themes, and then building conceptual categories in accordance with
patterns and inter-textual connections across transcripts. Based on the relations with pedagogical
experiences of language teaching, the results of differencing professional development from pre-
service teachers related their experiences will be consequently revealed.

The research expects to discover that pre-service teachers demonstrate varied perceptions and
teaching strategies to apply professional knowledge due to different situated teaching situations

while they are eager to reach a success in teaching.

Keywords: Pre-service teachers, professional development, teacher education
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Investigating TCFL Pre-service Teachers’ Self-
Reflection Practices from the Perspective of Teacher
Cognition Theory

JI, Xiaoting WEI, Wei LUO, Chenyang
Macau University of Science and Technology

The theories of language teacher cognition have been used to design, conduct and evaluate
the effectiveness of teacher professional development programme extensively. The inconsistencies
or mismatches among the proposed four components in Borg’s teacher cognition framework were
reported as the main reason behind failed pedagogical changes at both national and local level. It
also offers a powerful tool to evaluate the quality of teaching practice programmes. It is believed
that teachers’ self-reflection during the teaching practice programmes, guided by supervisors or
senior staffs, can be helpful in internalising theories into practice. Teacher trainees’ self-reflections
on what teachers do and experience of exploring alternative instructional strategies to deal with
problems in classroom conditions may lead to an improved teaching competence.

The research question of this study is: what cognitive factors facilitate and prevent pre-
service teacher trainees from conducting self-reflections during short-term overseas teaching
practice programmes?

Guided by Borg’s teacher cognition theory, this study followed two cohorts (n=6) of TCFL
(Teaching Chinese as a Foreign Language) teacher trainees from Lingnan Normal University who
had participated in an overseas teacher practice programme as a compulsory part of their
undergraduate teacher training programme at three schools located in North Thailand. Interviews
had been conducted on a weekly basis to guide trainees’ self-reflections practice in a period of 15
weeks. Participants were asked to recall the incidents and decisions related to their classroom
instructions, evaluate their teaching quality and propose solutions to deal with the problems.
Interview transcripts were iteratively coded and analysed in three rounds and a negotiated
disagreement method was utilised. In addition, documentary data (including specific classroom
tasks, local school teaching materials, exam tasks and trainees’ university curriculum) had also

been collected.
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Three lessons are learned.

Firstly, teachers’ reflections on their teaching quality are primarily based on three indicators
in a chronological manner. Students’ communicative proficiency was adopted as the primary
indicator for most teachers in the beginning of their teaching practice programme. Grammar and
vocabulary instruction become secondary teaching objectives when student failed to deliver the
communicative tasks successfully. When neither of the learning outcomes was achieved, tracking
down students’ disciplinary problems were proposed as the main instruction goal.

Secondly, teacher trainees reported four conditions which facilitate or trigger self-reflection
on teaching practices: 1) their previous learning experiences as language learners failed to help
local students to get better learning outcomes; 2) professional pedagogical knowledge gained from
their teacher training programme in China failed to offer any solution to deal with their problems
in Thailand; 3) local schools management teams pay insufficient support on classroom teaching
and low (sometimes unclear) expectations on learning outcomes; and finally 4) students’ responses
(mainly disciplinary problems and learning outcome) in classroom do not meet their expectations
and show no evidence of improvement.

Thirdly, two cognitive factors were reported to prevent teacher trainees from reflecting and
adjusting their teaching activities: 1) lacking local schools’ support and low expectations on
teacher trainee’s classroom practices and 2) students no longer make improvements on satisfying
their expectations. Even though, some teacher trainees reported when these local schools’ support
and students’ continuing improvements helped them regained back their motivations on reflecting
their teaching practices and making further improvements. Unfortunately, follow-up interviews
with participants after they came back to China suggested that the low motivation of conducting
self-reflections and adjusting teaching activities in Thailand could be seen as an early sign of career
changing away from TCFL.

Keywords: Teacher professional development, Teacher cognition theory, Reflective practice
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Teacher Education and Teaching Chinese language
Internationally

ZHANG, Xinsheng
Richmond University, The American International University in London

It is widely acknowledged that of the three key factors starting with T (teachers, teaching
methodologies and teaching materials) in the teaching of foreign languages, teacher is the one that
matters most. So teacher education, both pre-service and in-service, is generally considered to play
a critical role in influencing the learning experience, and to a large extent even the performance of
the language learners in foreign language classrooms, particularly in the fast changing environment
in which language learning and teaching take place. In the recent years, one of the questions that
increasingly attracts more attention is the role of teacher belief in teaching (Rimm-Kaufman et al,
2006), and close correlations are found between teacher beliefs and teacher behaviors in language
classrooms ((Borg, 2001), including the Chinese language teaching classrooms (Li, 2018).
The rapid development of Chinese language teaching internationally has also led to a fast increase
in Master in MTCSOL programmes in China, now available in over 150 universities by 2019 , and
a slow but steady rise in similar programmes in the UK, in universities that offer of PGCE and/or
MA in teaching Chinese language. While discussions and debates about how to make these
programmes more effective have been on-going (e.g. Feng, 2009; Li, 2009; Wu, 2014; Zhao, 2015;
Ding, 2018, etc.), there seem to be lack of research or reflection on major differences between such
programmes, especially in terms of the role of teacher beliefs, and more fundamentally on changes
in some Kkey concepts that underline these programmes such as language policy, language
competence and language learning and teaching in an increasingly more diverse (or multi) cultural
and linguistic environment overseas in which learning and teaching of Chinese are now taking
place.

This article will first explore how these two types of Chinese language teacher education
programmes differ from each in their conceptualisation of some critical concepts as mentioned
above that usually underpin these programmes. It will then illustrate how such differences in
conceptualization may lead to different teacher beliefs infused in the minds of the graduates and
manifesting in their classroom behavior with the data collected from class observation and
interviews on various occasions. Finally, it argues that as adequate understanding of key concepts
affects the positioning of relevant Chinese language teacher education programmes and their
effectiveness in fulfilling the goals of the these programmes (Zhang & Li, 2018a), a reflection on
the underlining principles and about how they would fit in with the goals of the programmes may
be highly necessary. For China based MTCSOL programmes, while the ultimate goal is to make
Chinese language an international language through opportunities made widely available to learn
and use, localization of teachers, teaching and teaching materials is a critical and indispensable
stage to go through (Zhang & Li, 2018b) and the environment in which such learning and teaching
take place are completely different from that in China where such programmes were conceived
and developed.

Keywords: Teacher education, international Chinese, Chinese as a second language
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Localization of Chinese Teaching in Confucius
Institute at Cairo University, Egypt

ZHU, Xiaolin
Beijing Normal University

As a window for Chinese language promotion and Chinese cultural communication, the
Confucius Institute promoted the development of Chinese in the international arena. In recent years,
with the international spread of Chinese and Chinese culture, there are certain problems in the
localization of Chinese international education. This paper analyzes the current situation of
Chinese teaching in the Confucius Institute at Cairo University in Egypt, and discusses the
localization of Chinese teaching at the Confucius Institute at Cairo University in Egypt from the
lack of local teachers, the lack of local textbooks and the hindrance of Chinese classroom teaching.
In response to these problems, Chinese teachers should design Chinese syllabus scientifically with
an international vision, and analyze and study local culture, Chinese learners, and textbook content
in order to better carry out Chinese teaching and Chinese cultural communication. "Localized"
Chinese teaching. And how to make "localization™ of teaching Chinese as a foreign language? All
need us to practice to a greater extent, to test. Therefore, adapting local conditions and accelerating
the localization of Chinese international education can solve the contradiction between China's
limited teaching resources and the growing diversified needs of learners, and build a bridge of
friendship between China and the world. Finally, some suggestions are put forward for localized
Chinese teaching and the cultivation of local teachers. It is hoped that the traditional friendship
between China and Egypt will be further deepened, and Chinese teaching and the spread and
development of Chinese culture in Egypt will be promoted.

Research methods: qualitative research leading
1. Semi-structured interview (8 teachers of Chinese as a foreign language)

2.8 foreign teachers' teaching materials
3. Literature method (acquisition of training program)
Finally, the interview results were analyzed by Novivo 11.0.

Results:

The "localization™ Chinese teaching strategies of the Confucius Institute at Cairo University, Egypt:
1. Introducing the Master of International Education in Egyptian Chinese.

2. Carry out the localization training of Chinese teachers in China.
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3. Strengthen the training of native teachers in Egypt.

4. Vigorously promote the "localization™ of international Chinese textbooks in Egypt.

In short, | hope that through unremitting efforts, the "localized" teachers will become the main
force in the teaching of Chinese as a foreign language, and fully realize the "localization™ of

Chinese international education.

Keywords: Chinese teaching, localization
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The Current State of Chinese Language Education
in Belarus: Challenges and Prospects

ALEINIK, Siarhei
Minsk State Linguistic University

The paper intends to examine the state of Chinese Language Education (CLE) in university
level in Belarus. The following main objectives of the research can be formulated: to describe the
current state of CLE in Belarus, to present the state of Chinese as Foreign Language Education in
the system of higher education in Belarus, and to overview the actual issues of teaching Chinese
as Foreign Language focusing on Minsk State Linguistic University.

Methods

To undertake the research, the following steps are taken. The first one is to review the
previous studies on Chinese language education in Belarus. The second one is to review the public
sources in order to describe the current state of Chinese as Foreign Language Education in
university level. The third one is to specify the existing challenges and constraints to the
development of Chinese language education faced by Minsk State Linguistic University.

Expected Outcomes

In this article, an attempt to examine the current state of Chinese language education in
Belarus is made, in particular, in the case of Minsk State Linguistic University. The number
Chinese language programmes which are offered by Belarusian institutions have increased
significantly to meet the demand for needs of the economic situation in general and in the system
of education in particular.

The Chinese language is promoted in Belarus in secondary school, in university, in Confucius
Institutes, and in language centers.

Chinese as Foreign language education deals with the challenges of introducing
undergraduate and doctoral programmmes in universities, teacher qualification and teachers’
upgrade training, availability of suitable textbooks and other resources.

Overcoming the challenges and enhancing the prospects of Chinese as Foreign Language
Education in Belarus is associated with the foundation of the School of Chinese Language and
Culture at Minsk State Linguistic University.

Keywords: Chinese as a Foreign Language, higher education, university in Belarus,

challenges and prospects
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Curricular discontinuities in the learning of Chinese
as an Additional Language (CAL) by linguistic
minorities: A multiple-case study of Hong Kong
primary and secondary schools

TSANG, Chun Sum Samuel
University of Oxford

Ever since the transfer of sovereignty over Hong Kong from the United Kingdom to the
People’s Republic of China on 1 July 1997, policy makers in Hong Kong have instituted a series
of de-colonising language policies, notably the Mother Tongue Education (Education Department,
1997) which emphasises the importance of the Chinese language in rebranding the city as a
cosmopolitan bilingual city in Asia. One unintended consequence is that linguistically and
culturally diverse pupils in the system struggle to learn Chinese as an additional language (CAL).
During a controversial phase (2005 — 2013), there had been a policy of designating certain primary
and secondary schools for linguistic minority learners, which led to different CAL curricular
models in local primary and secondary schools. This paper reports findings from a study exploring
the classroom realities of two grade levels (Secondary Two and Primary Five) in two different
school settings (ethnically concentrated settings and ethnically balanced ones). Based on in-depth
week-long lesson observations in four schools, preliminary findings pointed to curricular
discontinuities between two grade levels with simpler classroom interaction and learning materials
being used in Secondary Two. Such curricular discontinuities will be discussed with reference to
two top-down policy documents: (1) the Supplementary Guide to the Chinese Language
Curriculum for Non-Chinese Speaking Students issued in 2008; (2) the Chinese Language
Curriculum Second Language Learning Framework issued in 2014. Concluding remarks will be
drawn toward the unique CAL situation in Hong Kong where, despite seemingly responsive
language planning endeavours, the lack of a centralised second language curriculum has left CAL
models — especially secondary settings — prone to the negative washback effect of teaching to the
simpler, alternative assessments.

Education Department. (1997). Medium of Instruction Guidance for Secondary Schools.
Retrieved from https://www.legco.gov.hk/yr9798/english/panels/ed/papers/ed1508-6.htm

Keywords: Chinese as an additional language, culturally and linguistically diverse pupils,
language minority students, Chinese as a majority language
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Conventional reading program VS. Reprograming
proficiency acquiring scheme for PreK-6 Chinese
language learners

WANG, Laura Ligin
Beijing Mandarin

The Chinese language programs for the Pre K-6 non-native international young learners has
yet to provide a clear or complete roadmap for acquiring the ability to read and comprehend the
written of Chinese. This serious deficiency in guidance for teachers has led directly to the low
overall performance of young non-native Chinese learners in acquiring Chinese writing and
reading comprehension skills. These learners’ Chinese language development is slow, uneven and
lacking. It is also evident that they lack the ability to inquire about acquiring further knowledge in
the subject. This lack of ability is also the root cause of young Chinese learners falling behind in
their basic knowledge of the language.

Like all professionals, teachers and researchers of the Chinese language education sector have
been working hard to find solid and reliable solutions for young learners. This has been worked
on for nearly 30 years through researched-base teaching and refinement. We have gained a lot of
valuable knowledge on Chinese acquisition processing of the basic written form. We have also
followed understanding of acquisition of reading and comprehension throughout our entire journey.
This was done with the aim of a continuous and extensive class teaching practice, as well as in-
depth research teaching activities. We have used these experiences to create a substantial summary
that encourages a progressive acquisition for young Chinese learners.

To attendee we will present a group of examples to demonstrate the Chinese reading resource
commonly used in conventional reading program, which has a wide range of mis-input and
dislocation when addressing young Chinese learners. How do these problems seriously constrain
the development of reading ability of young learners and how does the sustainability seriously be
weakened. At the same time, we will show to attendees a comparison of the two paths: the
conventional approach and the new method of Chinese reading and comprehension acquisitions
for young Chinese learners. We will also introduce to attendees how to reprogram their classroom
for a feasible and innovative reading program for written Chinese acquisition pathway. All
attendees will be invited to participate in a new approach for idea exchanges at the end.

Keywords: Pre K to 6 non-native or oversea Chinese language learners, Chinese written form
acquisition constrain, Reprogramed for a gradual ascending path
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CSL Grammar for the Chinese Perfective

SUN, Chaofen
Stanford University

Teachers of Chinese must know why the perfective aspect marker |~ cannot co-occur with a bare
object alone such as #7& T %, even though & “to walk,” or £ T —E P& “to walk a mile,” is
good, similarly #11Z T 1t vs. IZ 1] “to eat,” or IZ, | —HiiJt “to have eaten a bowl of rice.” Currently
available theories (Soh & Kuo 2005, Wu 2005, inter alia) about the Chinese perfective | mostly
attempt to resolve the issue in terms of boundedness. However, Tai (1984) observes that a bounded
sentence like x5 T —F}{Z can be possibly negated by F]/Z% 552 in Chinese, even though it
is not possible in English, as in “I wrote a letter *but did not finish it.” I propose that the numeral
classifier —#&f in 57 —#£Z signals a specific degree value from a quantity scale in the light of
Fleischhauer and Gamerschlag’s (2014) work on incremental themes cross-linguistically.
Therefore, the Chinese perfective marker 1 actually requires a verb-object construction in focus
with a [+degree] feature, thus explaining why #7& T % without —E is unacceptable. Note that &
T —HE & is unambiguous as it cannot be negated by 1] /2% 52, even in Chinese. The possible
negation observed by Tai (1984) in above mostly involves verbs of creation, consumption and
affect, such as 5 “write,” I, “eat,” or & “kill.” The unfinished reading follows from ] that
provides an arbitrary endpoint over a durational interval, in which any point can be taken to be the
end point depending on a specific context.. In both cases, a degree value from a quantity scale is
present because of the numeral classifier construction. Moreover, in addition to a numeral classifier
construction, a sentence-final |~ can also signal a degree value (speech time) from a time scale.
For example,7k =%E#(7) is not good without the sentence-final 7" that marks a currently relevant
state (Li & Thompson 1981). Similarly, sE& T “to have walked,” IZ1 T* “to have eaten,” and
EA(Z 7T “to have written” are all good Chinese sentences with the same degree value from a time
scale. Therefore, teachers of Chinese must recognize that the perfective | requires a proposition
that is both telic (with an endpoint) and scalar (with a degree value). Other constructions with a
bare nominal following the Chinese perfective T is possible only the focus of the sentence can be
placed elsewhere in the sentence. Even though a scalar hypothesis need not be introduced to the
beginning-level students due to theoretical complication, for practical purposes students must be
made aware, in one way or another, of its crucial co-occurrence constraint with either a sentence-
final T or a noun phrase marked by a numeral classifier.

Keywords: Chinese perfective, degree, numeral classifier construction, bare nominal,
telicity, |
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