
 

 

PROGRAMME HANDBOOK 2023/24 

Master of Arts  
in  

Global Studies in Education 
 

One-year Full-time 

  



 2 

Every effort has been made to ensure that information contained in this 

Programme Handbook is correct. Changes to any aspects of the programmes 

may be made from time to time due to unforeseeable circumstances beyond 

our control and the University reserves the right to make amendments to any 

information contained in this Programme Handbook without prior notice. The 

University accepts no liability for any loss or damage arising from any use or 

misuse of or reliance on any information contained in this Programme 

Handbook. 

 

Any aspect of the course and course offerings (including, without limitation, the 

content of the course and the manner in which the course is taught) may be 

subject to change at any time at the sole discretion of the University. Without 

limiting the right of the University to amend the course and its course offerings, 

it is envisaged that changes may be required due to factors such as staffing, 

enrolment levels, logistical arrangements, curriculum changes, and other 

factors caused by unforeseeable circumstances. Tuition fees, once paid, are 

non-refundable. 

 

In the event of inconsistency between information contained in this Programme 

Handbook and any University or Programme policies and regulations or where 

an interpretation of this Programme Handbook is required, the decision of the 

University shall be final.  

 

The information given in this handbook is accurate as of 10 August 2023.  Please 

refer to the online version of this handbook 

(https://www.eduhk.hk/magsestudents) for any additions or alterations made 

after that date.  

 

Please refer to the online version of the Student Handbook 2023-2024:  

https://www.eduhk.hk/re/student_handbook/ and the General Academic 

Regulations for Taught Postgraduate Programmes (for students admitted in 

2020/21 and thereafter) https://www.eduhk.hk/gradsch/index.php/ 

policies.html for any additions or alternations made beyond the production of 

this Programme Handbook.  

https://www.eduhk.hk/re/student_handbook/
https://www.eduhk.hk/gradsch/index.php/%20policies.html
https://www.eduhk.hk/gradsch/index.php/%20policies.html
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1. Programme Aims and Objectives 

Globalization has significantly changed the educational landscape. There 

is now a vital need for educators to understand and critically respond to 

the challenges and opportunities presented by processes related to 

globalization. The MA in Global Studies in Education (GSE) aims to equip 

students with academic and professional knowledge and skills related to 

the field of global studies in education. This programme also aims to help 

students develop academic thinking and communication skills that will 

be of value in a variety of future professional and academic contexts. 

Upon successful completion of the programme, students will: 

• Attain a systematic, interdisciplinary understanding of the field 

of global studies in education and major theories and ways of 

thinking associated with it; 

• Identify and respond to global issues and challenges impacting 

education across subject areas and educational levels (from 

primary to higher education); 

• Articulate the relationship between the global and the local and 

how global experiences shape local lives across diverse 

societies; and 

• Reflect on the complexity of local and global educational 

histories and alternative futures through classroom-based and 

independent inquiry. 

 

2. Medium of Instruction 

The medium of instruction is English. 
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3. Programme Duration 

1 year full-time or 2 years part-time  

4. Programme Structure 

Students are required to complete a total of eight courses (24 credit 
points) for graduation (3 credit points per course). 
 

Course Title Credits Credit subtotal 

Core Courses 

1 Research and Academic Writing in Global 

Studies in Education (PFS6055) 
3 

12 

2 Local Education in a Globalized World 

(PFS6056) 
3 

3 Contemporary Global Challenges (PFS6057) 3 

4 Key Issues in Education in Global Context 

(PFS6058) 
3 

Elective Courses (choose 4 out of 6 courses) # 

5 Global Governance and Education Policy 

(PFS6059) 
3 

12 

6 Inequality in Education (PFS6060) 3 

7 Higher Education and International 

Development (PFS6061) 
3 

8 Education Futures (PFS6062) 3 

9 Histories of Modernization and Education 

Development (PFS6064) 
3 

10 Independent Project in Global Studies in 

Education (PFS6063) 
3 

Total credits 24 

# The Department has the discretion not to offer any elective courses. 
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5. Mode of Delivery 

Students taking the full-time mode are expected to complete the 

programme in 1 year, while those studying part-time mode are expected 

to complete the programme in 2 years. Part-time mode is not offered in 

the 2023/24 intake. 

6. Course Sequence 

Course Sequence* for 1-year Full-time Students starting 2023/24 

Year Month Semes-

ter 

Courses Course Code & Course Title Credits 

2
0

2
3

 

Sep  

-  

Dec 

1 

Core 

Courses 

PFS6055 Research and Academic 

Writing in Global Studies in 

Education 

3 

PFS6057 Contemporary Global 

Challenges 
3 

PFS6058 Key Issues in Education 

in Global Context 
3 

Elective 

Courses 

PFS6060 Inequality in Education** 3 

PFS6064 Histories of 

Modernization and Education 

Development** 

3 

2
0

2
4

 

Jan 

 -  

Jun 

2 

Core 

Course 

PFS6056 Local Education in a 

Globalized World 
3 

Elective 

Courses 

PFS6059 Global Governance and 

Education Policy** 
3 
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PFS6061 Higher Education and 

International Development** 
3 

PFS6062 Education Futures** 3 

PFS6063 Independent Project in 

Global Studies in Education** 
3 

*The course offerings and sequence are tentative and subject to change if necessary. 

Announcements will be made in due course. Please see the next two pages for 

recommended course sequences. 

**The Department has the discretion not to offer any elective courses. 

7. Course Synopses 

 

Critically reading and evaluating educational research and communicating 

within the field through academic writing are essential capacities of students 

and scholars in global studies in education. This course aims to prepare and 

enable students as initiate thinkers and communicators in the field by 

enhancing their abilities to identify, understand and examine relevant 

educational research literature, and express themselves through scholarly 

writing in relation to key topics and issues. The course explores good practices 

in conducting academic research and writing, including how to identify and 

assess research literature and conduct literature reviews, how to develop 

Course Code: PFS6055 

Course Title:   Research and Academic Writing in Global Studies  in 

Education 

Credit Points: 3 

Pre-requisite(s): Nil 
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scholarly voice in academic writing, how to cite references and use past 

research effectively, and how to assess and develop research claims based on 

different orientations to theory and methodology. This is a reading and 

writing-intensive course focused on skills for effectively engaging in academic 

study and communication. As such, it will benefit students in their coursework 

throughout the programme and in their future scholarly endeavors. 

 

In recent years, local education systems, policies and practices have 

increasingly been shaped by political, cultural and economic shifts taking 

place on a global scale. While globalization has sometimes been seen as a set 

of processes that would transcend political, economic, and cultural concerns 

of the state, history has instead demonstrated that the era of globalization 

has been marked by a complex negotiation between national and 

transnational interests. This course aims to enable students to understand 

and assess ways in which increasing global interconnectivity and 

interdependence has functioned to change education policy and practice in 

particular locations. Drawing on theories of globalization from a range of 

disciplinary perspectives, students will seek to understand varying conditions 

that have led to various forms of internationalization across the globe. 

Students will examine how and why local systems accept, adapt, resist, and 

Course Code: PFS6056 

Course Title:   Local Education in a Globalized World 

Credit Points: 3 

Pre-requisite(s): Nil 
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transform global education designs. Through a focus on aspects of education 

ranging from local school practice to transnational policy imperatives, 

students will consider the ways in which national and global interests are 

negotiated and how the internationalization of education raises questions for 

the very notions of the local and global. While Hong Kong will serve as the 

primary context for understanding ‘the local’ in this course, other locales will 

also be explored in depth, for comparative and other purposes. 

 

This course considers key features, and the associated issues and challenges, 

of the contemporary global context in which education is situated, and some 

leading global and educational responses to these features and associated 

issues. The course aims to develop a critical perspective in students that is 

mindful of and responsive to the contemporary global context in which 

education is situated. Key global issues – frequently the consequence of 

globalization and its associated technologies – addressed in the course 

include: over-population, urbanization, consumerism, environmental 

destruction and climate change; neoliberalism, poverty and inequality; 

migration, refugees and resurgent nationalism; surveillance and authoritarian 

states; health and morbidity; and social media and its consequences. Among 

the leading global and educational responses considered are: the United 

Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals; education for sustainable 

Course Code: PFS6057 

Course Title:   Contemporary Global Challenges 

Credit Points: 3 

Pre-requisite(s): Nil 
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development, global citizenship and planetary stewardship; learning to live 

together, inclusion, and the ethics of care. Students will consider these and 

other responses as means to address the challenges discussed in the earlier 

part of the course, and the role that education can play in contributing to a 

better future. Through sustained engagement with these challenges that face 

educators today, the course aims to enable students to understand better the 

contemporary global context of education, and thence to be able to make 

more thoughtful, responsible and better informed decisions in their 

educational research and practice. A principal objective of the course is that 

students should develop a theoretical point of view informing their research 

and practice that is integrated, consistent, and morally and practically 

defensible. 

 

This course revisits several key issues in education in the light of the 

contemporary global context, characterized by accelerated rates of 

globalization, widening inequality, and increasingly multicultural societies. 

The nature, rate and extent of change across the globe suggests the 

importance of reconsidering some of the perennial issues in education in the 

context of these changes. These issues include: education aims and purposes 

in global context; education and society, or, schooling in its broader economic, 

social and cultural context; contemporary issues and debates in teaching and 

Course Code: PFS6058 

Course Title:   Key Issues in Education in Global Context 

Credit Points: 3 

Pre-requisite(s): Nil 
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learning; knowledge, truth and the curriculum, and the teacher’s role with 

respect to student learning; values and ethics in multicultural education 

contexts; change in education, and the role of education in development. 

Through a sustained and advanced level of engagement with these core 

educational issues, the course aims to enable students to understand better 

their import in the changing contemporary global context of education, and 

thence to be able to make more thoughtful, responsible and better informed 

decisions in their educational research and practice. A principal objective of 

the course is that students should develop a theoretical point of view 

informing their research and practice that is integrated, consistent, and 

morally and practically defensible. 

 

While the idea of global governance has a long history, international 

organizations and agendas have become increasingly entwined with the 

reform of education systems around the world, notably through processes of 

measurement and standardisation. This course aims to give students an in-

depth understanding of key issues in the related fields of global governance 

and education policy. Drawing on readings from a variety of sources, students 

will develop their knowledge of the history of global governance, the roles 

and interactions of influential actors, contemporary agendas and the major 

theories used to interpret the dynamics of power, continuity and change. 

Course Code: PFS6059 

Course Title:   Global Governance and Education Policy 

Credit Points: 3 

Pre-requisite(s): Nil 
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Questioning the portrayal of policymaking as a rational and evidence-based 

process, students will be encouraged to explore and evaluate relevant 

theories of the policy process, applying them to analyze reforms from multiple 

perspectives and with attention to global issues, agendas and discourses. 

Particular attention will be given to so-called global education policies, 

travelling reforms, and the growing role of private organizations in education 

governance. The course will explore these issues and more as we try to 

understand one of the most challenging educational endeavors of our time - 

how can we organize a world of many worlds to create a better world for all - 

offering an opportunity to apply and reflect on their knowledge of educational 

and social thought and contribute to debates regarding global issues in 

education, including where we are heading and how to get there. 

 

Educators often have as one of their aims to enhance society through 

positively impacting individual children’s lives. In this context, equality is a 

common value of educators, as they want to give every young person an 

opportunity to succeed in life through meaningful, high-quality education. On 

the other hand, education often increases rather than decreases inequalities 

and inequities, within and across societies. While most school teachers and 

educational leaders aspire to enable equality and equity, through fair 

provision of school resources and equal treatment of students, educational 

Course Code: PFS6060 

Course Title:   Inequality in Education 

Credit Points: 3 

Pre-requisite(s): Nil 



 13 

processes and outcomes often mirror those of the larger society – where 

inequality remains commonplace based on characteristics such as gender, 

socioeconomic status, race, and ethnicity. This course focuses on inequality 

in education, by considering education as a cultural activity that engages 

issues of identity, difference, and power. It will examine different, sometimes 

contradictory theories on interculturalism, including assimilation, 

multicultural pluralism, the politics of recognition, and critical 

multiculturalism. Policies, practices, and challenges in multicultural education 

and education for social justice in Hong Kong and China will be compared with 

international experiences. The goal is to examine the extent and varied 

features of inequality faced by children and educators today and to imagine a 

more equitable system for all students. 

Recent decades have witnessed a rapid growth of global enrolments in higher 

education, driven by both demand and supply. On one hand, this expansion 

meets the needs of school leavers who aspire to upgrade their qualifications 

in the context of global economic transformation. On the other, governments 

are expanding higher education provision for the purposes of enhancing their 

national economic competitiveness, nurturing a highly educated workforce 

and fostering technological innovation. While government discourse on this 

global trend of massification typically emphasizes links between higher 

Course Code: PFS6061 

Course Title:   Higher Education and International Development 

Credit Points: 3 

Pre-requisite(s): Nil 
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education and economic development, the United Nation’s Sustainable 

Development Goals understand access to higher education in terms of a wider 

range of development goals. That said, numerous questions arise: How can 

higher education reduce poverty, improve people’s health and well-being, 

foster gender equality, encourage a balance between social and economic 

values, protect the environment, and promote peace? Examining these 

assumptions about the links between higher education and development, this 

course explores different understandings of the roles and functions of higher 

education in development and associated ethical issues and practical barriers. 

For example, while higher education expansion is portrayed as an increase in 

investment in human capital, emphasizing economic competitiveness and 

social efficiency implies an acceptance of the structure of inequality at the 

heart of a society and massification in higher education also brings about 

quality issues. In the course, students are required to examine relevant 

policies, practices and challenges in different national and local contexts. 

 
What kind of future do we want, and what would education look like in such 

a world? While societies throughout history have often been preoccupied 

with the future, there is increasing interest among international organizations 

and policymakers in scholarship that engages critically with current 

Course Code: PFS6062 

Course Title:   Education Futures 

Credit Points: 3 

Pre-requisite(s): Nil 
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trajectories and possible futures of education. While some focus on threats 

posed by climate change and a fragile and fracturing geopolitical order under 

contemporary processes of globalisation, others are buoyed by rapid 

advances in technology and visions of a digital transformation. In different 

ways, these diverse individuals and organizations draw on their knowledge of 

the past and present in the hope of envisaging and unfolding their own visions. 

In this course, students will approach these visions critically, comparing 

perspectives of key organizations and scholars engaging in the promotion of 

futures, and reflecting on their implications for global issues in education. 

Providing a grounding in foundational topics such as histories of the future 

and types of futurism, it will further encourage students to engage in the 

imaginative and constructive task of envisaging alternatives to the status quo, 

drawing on recent advances in social theory across a number of fields. 

Students will engage critically with conventional resources, such as policy 

reports and historical archives, as well as imaginative worlds of popular 

culture, science fiction and indigenous futurisms. Critical engagement will be 

extended with reference to scholarship that has sought to rearticulate the 

boundaries between ‘real’ and ‘fictive’ worlds in more expansive ways, a 

development that has been described as social science fiction. Combining 

empirical insights with speculative methodologies, students will step into a 

‘laboratory of virtual futures’ to conduct experiments in world-building, 

reflecting on the implications for education and the future that we want. 
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Education is frequently enmeshed with processes of modernization across the 

globe. The different forms of modernization that have emerged through 

history have shaped education policy and practice. Conversely, education has 

played an important role in advancing the modernization agendas of nation-

states. This course considers the global history of modernization and its 

connections to education and development. It understands the trajectories of 

modernization in relation both to the dominant globalizing forces and to the 

particular histories of change and development in various regions and 

countries. Students will accordingly examine major theories of modernization 

and of development, and critically assess how these have been connected to 

education development at different times and in different locations. Students 

will be encouraged to understand the history of modernization as a contested 

field, taking into consideration different theories of development. In doing so, 

they will examine the politics of education development in the context of 

global targets for reducing inequality. The course thus traces the history of 

international education development from its initial focus on economic 

development, through its broader conceptualization in terms of human 

development – considered through the lens of Amartya Sen’s capability 

approach – to development as freedom. Major critiques of development, 

particularly as interpreted in neoliberal terms, are considered from post-

Course Code: PFS6064 

Course Title:   Histories of Modernization and Education 

Development 

Credit Points: 3 

Pre-requisite(s): Nil 
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colonial and other perspectives. Themes of social justice in and through 

education are examined historically through UNESCO’s Education for All (EFA) 

initiative, the United Nations’ Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), and 

the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), culminating in a key 

contemporary focus on learning quality, learning equity and on learning as 

development. 

At the ground level, there are many significant issues in global studies in 

education worthy of deep exploration and critical reflection. They include 

explorations of the challenges educators and other practitioners face and the 

value of potential interventions and innovations; grounded questioning about 

people’s experiences and practices in ordinary contexts; and critical reviews 

of educational phenomena embedded within cultural or other localized 

contexts. While no programme can provide for the systematic exploration of 

all the important questions and topics arising in the field today, students have 

an opportunity to develop their skills to engage in independent projects in 

areas of personal and scholarly interest. This course aims to showcase the 

cumulative learning of soon-to-be-graduates with a strong understanding in 

thinking, research, and practice in the field of global studies in education. 

While guidance and continued formative support will be provided by the 

instructor in this course, students will conduct independent projects as the 

Course Code: PFS6063 

Course Title:   Independent Project in Global Studies in Education 

Credit Points: 3 

Pre-requisite(s): Nil 
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main component. Students will develop their own topics with scaffolding and 

peer review, and then implement projects which can be practice/practitioner-

oriented, interventions, or literature-based. Alternative formats and 

approaches such as internship, observation, and expert interview, can also be 

undertaken as appropriate. Participants will work with the instructor and 

peers to plan and formulate the Independent Project and will be provided an 

opportunity to communicate their views and understandings based on their 

independent inquiries in a scholarly open setting. 
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8. Academic Calendar 2023-24 

 

 



 20 

 



 21 

 



 22 
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9. Academic Regulations  

Please refer to Appendix I for the details of the following items: 

9.1 Admission 

9.2 Registration 

9.3 Fees 

9.4 Course Enrolment 

9.5 Change of Programme/Area/Strand or Mode of Study 

9.6 Double Registration 

9.7 Period of Study 

9.8 Course Assessments and Grades 

9.8.1 Grading System 

9.8.2 Review of Course Grade 

9.8.3 Advanced Standing 

9.8.4 Credit Transfer 

9.8.5 Course Exemption 

9.8.6 Late Submission of Assignment 

9.8.7 Repeating Courses 

9.8.8 Academic Probation 

9.8.9 Field Experience 

9.9 Research Project 

9.10 Graduation Requirements 

9.11 Award Classification 

9.12 Discontinuation of Studies 

9.13 Leave of Absence 

9.14 Deferment and Withdrawal 

9.15 Suspension of Student Activities 

9.16 Review of Board of Examiners’ Decisions on Discontinuation 

9.17 Dismissal 

9.18 Academic Honesty 
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10. Class/Examination Arrangements during Bad Weather 
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11. Programme Team 2023/24 

Name Office Tel No. Email Address 

Programme Leader 

Dr Tina GAO Fang D3-2/F-03 2948 8840 fgao@eduhk.hk 

Associate Programme Leader 

Dr Euan AULD D2-2/F-37 2948 8207 edauld@eduhk.hk 

Programme Office 

Ms Emily MANG D1-1/F-08 2948 8836 magse@eduhk.hk 

Ms Vanessa WAN D1-1/F-08 2948 8836 magse@eduhk.hk 
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12. Useful Telephone Directory and Websites 
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13. Campus Maps 
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