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M Conference Programme

27.08.2021

Multilingualism in Global Cities

14:00

Professor Lui Tai-lok (The EAUHK)

Speaker
Mr Lester Garson Huang, S.B.S., J.P. (Former Chairman, Standing Committee on

Language Education and Research)

15:05 [HK Time]

15:35 [HK Time]
15:35 [Singapore Time]

16:05 [HK Time]
18:05 [Sydney Time]

16:35 [HK Time]
11:35 [Doha Time]

17:05 [HK Time]
10:05 [London Time]

1735 [HK Time]

The case of Hong Kong

Speakers
Dr Lee Siu Lun Cedric (The Chinese University of Hong Kong)

Professor Kingsley Bolton (Stockholm University)
Professor John Bacon-Shone (HKU School of Professional and Continuing Education)

The case of Singapore

Speaker
Dr Lisa Lim (Curtin University)

The case of Sydney

Speaker
Dr Alice Chik (Macquarie University)

The case of Dubai

Speaker
Dr Irene Theodoropoulou (Qatar University)

The case of London
Speaker
Dr Dina Mehmedbegovic-Smith (University College London)

Discussion

17:55 [HKG Time]

Professor Lui Tai-lok (The Education University of Hong Kong)
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The Academy of Hong Kong Studies (AHKS) adopted the strategic direction of “Hong Kong in the World” in driving the
development of Hong Kong Studies. Hong Kong is always a global city facing the whole world and therefore one of the
effective ways to pursue Hong Kong Studies is to position Hong Kong within the context of inter-global city studies; by
doing so, on the one hand we could make a contribution to international scholarly literature by theorizing Hong Kong
as a case study of global city, while on the other hand we could enrich local discussion by transferring international
experiences to Hong Kong. Organized on an annual basis, the Global City Roundtable is a strategic initiative that aims
at fulfilling our mission to examine Hong Kong-centric subjects within the context of inter-global city studies.

The Global City Roundtable provides a platform for academics, experts and policy stakeholders from different global
cities to have an informed discussion. The Roundtable this year will be held in one day, addressing the topic of
Multilingualism in Global Cities. In the first panel, we will examine the topic of “How should Hong Kong as a Global
City Formulate Its Language Policies?”, with a presentation to be delivered by Mr Lester Garson Huang. The second
panel will be delivered by Dr Lee Siu Lun Cedric, Professor Kingsley Bolton, Professor John Bacon-Shone, Dr Lisa Lim,
Dr Alice Chik, Dr Irene Theodoropoulou and Dr Dina Mehmedbegovic-Smith on the topic of “How Do Global Cities
Manage Multilingualism?”. Scholars will share the case of Hong Kong, Singapore, Sydney, Dubai and London. The
roundtable includes both “Academic Dialogue” and “Policy Dialogue”, aiming to foster multi-stakeholder discussions on
the topic of “Multilingualism in Global Cities”.

We look forward to exchanging ideas and developing collaboration with you through this conference.

Professor Lui Tai-lok
Director, The Academy of Hong Kong Studies
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Hong Kong Studies is an interdisciplinary field of area studies that takes “Hong Kong” as a central subject of analysis, and
The Academy of Hong Kong Studies (AHKS), established in July 2015, is the first academy dedicated to fostering Hong
Kong Studies within local tertiary institutions. Adopting the strategic direction of “ Worlding Hong Kong Studies’, the
AHKS drives interdisciplinary knowledge creation and transfer initiatives on Hong Kong-centric subjects and fosters the
development of a cross-regional Hong Kong Studies research community.

Vision: The vision of The AHKS is to become a world-class academy that synergizes Hong Kong-focused
knowledge creation and transfer activities.

Mission: Adopting the strategic direction of “ Worlding Hong Kong Studies” the mission of The AHKS is to drive
interdisciplinary knowledge creation and transfer initiatives on Hong Kong-centric subjects within the
context of inter-global city studies with a view to raising the standards of governance and public policy-
making in Hong Kong and improving the quality of life of Hong Kong people.

Values: Our values are:
e  FEngaging: building bridges among stakeholders including government, political parties, business,
universities and schools, civil society;
o  [Energizing: stimulating social discussions by communicating research findings to a wider community;
and
e  Envisioning: fostering research and education activities with a long-term strategic focus.

6|Page
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ST T B e 4 B
SRR Professor LUI Tai-lok is Chair Professor of Hong Kong Studies and

Director of The Academy of Hong Kong Studies at The Education

Professor LUI Tai-lok University of Hong Kong.

Chair Professor of Hong Kong Studies;

Director, Prior to joining the University (the then Hong Kong Institute of
The Academy of Hong Kong Studies, Education), he was Professor at The University of Hong Kong (HKU)

The Education University of Hong Kong  where he also took up the position of Associate Dean at the Faculty of
Social Sciences (2010-2011) and the headship of the Department of
Sociology (2011-2014). He has taught at Hong Kong City Polytechnic
(1986-88) and The Chinese University of Hong Kong (1988-2009).
Professor Lui obtained his B.A. and M.Phil. in Sociology at the HKU and
then a Master of Philosophy and a Doctor of Philosophy from Oxford
University.

Professor Lui has widely researched and published in topics including
class analysis, economic sociology, urban sociology, and Hong Kong
society. He also actively contributes to the Hong Kong community by
serving on various committees in governmental and professional bodies
as well as those related to social services over the years.

Page | 7
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Professor CHIU Wing-kai, Stephen
Chair Professor of Sociology;
Co-Director,

The Academy of Hong Kong Studies,
The Education University of Hong
Kong
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Professor Stephen CHIU obtained his doctorate from Princeton
University and is currently Chair Professor in the Department of Social
Sciences, and Co-Director, The Academy of Hong Kong Studies, The
Education University of Hong Kong.

His research interests include development studies, industrial
relations, social movements, youth studies, and the comparative study
of the East Asian region. His research also covered many different
public policy issues under commission by various public and
governmental bodies. He is also active in the community through his
public services.

He was the Chair of the Curriculum Committee on Liberal Studies
(Senior Secondary) from 2009 to 2016, and had served as the Part-time
Member of the Central Policy Unit, HKSAR Government, and a
member of the Strategic Development Commission, HKSAR
Government.



2Bk B &% GLOBAL CITY ROUNDTABLE

HEBELHEAFEEABAR (HKX) BEHAEREIRE -

HBEIMRBEEEAEGRF - BEE - BHEVE - BUaKESNA
HER - BB FZEL+ZE - BERZ SSCI BRI
Hg&FRMmX - Al (REE) (EBRNREER) (HEREHEE
M)  (BERARKEET)  (BRTHEMEFT) « (SN
B) (PEZFH) M (ORFE) FF - DB —EBRORESEFE
R~ PEMAKRERBUGHE - thoRlEE (FEMFTELRZI)
WEltaMRE  (EAMEEE) NEIRRENS ALLREARENS

N BRE (OENELRN (PEEEEDLVEEY S B8 o8
S A 0X) RABEESEREAREFM) ). HE+EERATNREG
BN AEE MTZIE RS BSIE 550 BB - ST 2019 EEEBFREDE

) ) PTAXERTEREBRTEBETE, B #1785 (EBRBEAK
Dr FONG Chi-hang, Brian

Associate Director, B2 . REWMPLEREUEEIEE ) WARIEE -
The Academy of Hong Kong Studies, w4 o\ stanginy - prosnBRmERsss ; B SH
The Education University of Hong Kong
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Dr FONG Chi-hang, Brian is Associate Director of The Academy of Hong
Kong Studies at The Education University of Hong Kong.

Dr Fong’s research agenda include great-power competition,
democratization, identity politics, political economy, and public
governance. Dr Fong has produced more than 70 publications including
a dozen of articles in top SSCI journals such as Democratization, Nations
and Nationalism, Communist & Post-Communist Studies, International
Public Management Journal, International Review of Administrative
Sciences, Asian Survey, China Quarterly, and Modern China. He has
passionately promoted Hong Kong Studies, China Studies and
Comparative Political Studies, serving as the founding editor of Hong
Kong Studies Reader Series, associate editor of Social Transformation in

Chinese Societies, and first-editor of several comparative politics books

(including the forthcoming China’s Influence and the Centre-periphery
Tug of War in Hong Kong, Taiwan and Indo-Pacific and Routledge

Handbook of Comparative Territorial Autonomies). Over the years, Dr
Fong successfully got numerous competitive project grants totaling USD
660,000, including the award of 2019 “Humanities and Social Sciences
Prestigious Fellowship” by the Research Grants Council of Hong Kong

for his project titled “Comparative Territorial Autonomies: Exploring A

New Comparative Politics Dataset”.

- Dr Fong is a public intellectual. He is an active commentator for various
international media. He is also very active in community services,
founding and leading several civil society organizations.
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Mr Lester Garson Huang, S.B.S., J.P.
Former Chairman of the Standing
Committee on Language Education and
Research (SCOLAR)

(2015-2021)

ENEREFANESHEREZED (EET ) IFNTES - tERS
MEZEMSHFAEBARBEER - |2XER 1985 FRAHESE -
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BEEEEE - tNBELAEEBBECRBEE ST EREERBESAE

ENERREEREVHEZEGREESHNEEST IR - tNRE
EEMHEERETRIER  UKEES (FBRSM LM ) LREE
2£8-

Mr Huang is a Non-Executive Director of the Securities and Futures
Commission (SFC). He is currently Managing Partner and Co-Chairman of
PC Woo & Co, Solicitors. Mr Huang started his career as an assistant solicitor
in 1985 and was admitted as a Partner of PC Woo & Co, Solicitors in 1991.
He is a member of Hong Kong Academy of Finance. Mr Huang's public roles
include serving as Chairman of the Council of the City University of Hong
Kong and as a Steward of the Hong Kong Jockey Club. He also chairs the
Social Welfare Advisory Committee and is a member of the Public Service
Commission.

Previously, Mr Huang was Chairman of the Standing Committee on
Language Education and Research, President of The Law Society of Hong
Kong and The Hong Kong Federation of Youth Groups and a Non-Executive
Director of the Urban Renewal Authority. He was also a member of the
Hong Kong Monetary Authority's Exchange Fund Advisory Committee,
Hospital Authority and the Standing Committee on Judicial Salaries and
Conditions of Service. He chaired the Board of Advisors of Radio Television
Hong Kong and served as a Director of The Hong Kong Mortgage
Corporation Limited. Mr Huang is Chairman of the Investor and Financial
Education Council and the SFC's Remuneration Committee. He is also
Deputy Chairman of the SFC's Budget Committee, and sits on the SFC
(HKEC Listing) Appeals Committee.
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Dr Lee Siu Lun Cedric

Senior Lecturer

Yale-China Chinese Language Centre,
The Chinese University of Hong Kong

Dr Siu-lun Lee is a Senior Lecturer in the Yale-China Chinese Language
Centre at the Chinese University of Hong Kong. He is currently the Head
of University Cantonese Programme Division at the university. He
received his doctorate in applied linguistics at the University of Leicester,
U.K. He is an experienced curriculum designer and administrator for
Chinese language programmes at the Chinese University of Hong Kong.
He is a trained linguist and has actively involved in linguistic research and
pedagogical research. He has publications, including book chapters
published by international publishers and articles in refereed journals. He
serves as a reviewer and an editorial board member of international
journals. His research interests include applied linguistics, Cantonese
studies, Chinese linguistics, sociolinguistics and language teaching

pedagogy.

Kingsley Bolton {1
InEET S MEAR
RERNEIR

Professor Kingsley Bolton
Professor Emeritus
University of Stockholm

Professor Kingsley Bolton is Professor Emeritus at the University of
Stockholm. He has previously served as Professor of English linguistics at
Nanyang Technological University, Singapore, City University of Hong
Kong, and Stockholm University, where he was also Chair of the English
Department. He has researched widely on language issues in the Asian
region, and his latest book, the Handbook of Asian Englishes (Wiley-
Blackwell), co-edited with Werner Botha and Andy Kirkpatrick, was
published in September 2020. He is Co-Editor of the journals, World
Englishes (Wiley-Blackwell), and Educational Studies (Routledge/Taylor
& Francis), and Editor of the Routledge book series, Multilingual Asia.

Page | u
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Professor John Bacon-Shone

Head of Quality Analytics in HKU

SPACE

Professor John Bacon-Shone is currently Head of Quality Analytics in
HKU SPACE. He previously worked for HKU for more than 40 years,
including 3 years on secondment to the HK Government assisting with
drafting of the Chief Executive’s annual Policy Address and writing
speeches and policy documents on health care, migration, population
growth, opinion polls, education and technology. He spent more than 25
years as Director of the Social Sciences Research Centre, providing
contract research widely recognized to be of high quality; was Dean of
Social Sciences from 1990 — 1996; and Associate Dean from 2005-2021.
From 2002-2021, he was responsible for all quantitative research methods
courses in the Graduate School, HKU; from 2004-2021, he was responsible
for knowledge exchange between HKU and the broader non-research
community for the non-clinical faculties as well as drafting the strategy
for the university; for a decade was responsible for non-clinical research
ethics; and he was previously the moving force in developing HKU’s
policy and procedures for research data management, including initiatives
on open data and open access.

His research interests include statistical computing, survey methodology,
compositional data, biostatistics, gambling, data archiving, privacy,
sociolinguistics, open data and policy research and he was responsible for
introducing Computer-Aided Telephone Interviewing to Hong Kong.

Dr Lisa Lim

Dr Lisa Lim is Associate Professor in the School of Education at Curtin
University, Perth, having previously held positions in Singapore,
Amsterdam, Hong Kong (where she was Head of HKU’s School of English,
2016-2018), and Sydney (where she was Chair of the University of
Sydney’s Department of Linguistics, 2019-2020). Her interests revolve
around: language contact and evolution, in particular in New Englishes,
especially in multilingual ecologies of Asia, such as Singapore and Hong
Kong, and the implications for policy and education; issues of language
shift, endangerment, revitalisation, and postvernacular vitality in minority
and endangered language communities, such as the Peranakans in
Singapore and the Malays of Sri Lanka; and the sociolinguistics of
globalisation, with attention to mobility, urban linguistic diversity,
computer-mediated communication, and their impact on contact
dynamics. Recent books include Languages in Contact (Cambridge
University Press, 2016), and The Multilingual Citizen (Multilingual
Matters, 2018, shortlisted for the British Association for Applied
Linguistics Book Prize 2019). She writes a fortnightly ‘Language Matters’
column, appearing since 2016, for Hong Kong’s South China Morning
Post’s Sunday Post Magazine.

Associate Professor, School of Education,
Curtin University in Perth

Honorary Associate, Department of
Linguistics, University of Sydney
Honorary Associate Professor, School of
English, University of Hong Kong

12|Page
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Dr Alice Chik

Associate Professor,

Macquarie School of Education
Macquarie University

Dr Alice Chik is an Associate Professor in the School of Education, Faculty
of Arts, and the Associate Director of Multilingualism Research Centre,
Faculty of Medicine, Health and Human Sciences. Her primary area of
research examines language learning and multilingual literacies in digital
environments. She is especially interested in exploring how language
learners construct and direct their autonomous learning in informal
contexts. She also has a particular interest in multilingualism is public
discourse, representation, and narratives of everyday multilingual
experience. She is the lead co-editor of Multilingual Sydney (Routledge,
2019) and lead author of 'Languages of Sydney: The people and the passion'
(Candlin & Mynard, 2019). Her recent projects can be found on
www.multilingualsydney.org.

Irene Theodoropoulou =+
TEEAE
RENBHESE A
2]

Dr Irene Theodoropoulou
Associate Professor,

Department of English Literature &
Linguistics, Qatar University

Dr Irene Theodoropoulou is an associate professor of sociolinguistics in the
Department of English Literature and Linguistics at Qatar University. Her
current research interests lie at the intersection of Modern Greek and Gulf
Arabic sociolinguistics, intercultural communication, and discourse
analysis with politics, popular culture, and sports She is the co-editor (with
Johanna Tovar) of the Routledge Handbook of Language and Country
Branding (2021), and the author of Sociolinguistics of Speech Style and
Social Class in Contemporary Athens (Benjamins, 2014). Her most recent
publications include journal articles in the Journal of Multicultural
Discourses, Language Policy, Sociolinguistic Studies, and Lingua, as well
as edited volumes.

Page | 13
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Dr Dina Mehmedbegovic-Smith
Lecturer

Institute of Education,
University College London

Dr Dina Mehmedbegovic-Smith is a lecturer on a range of University
College London, Institute of Education courses at PGCE, MA and doctoral
level. Her previous roles also include: Deputy Director of the London
Education Research Unit (2009-11) and the editor of the IOE publication
the London Digest, with the brief of generating and sharing knowledge on
key education issues in London and global cities. Her research focuses on
attitudes to bilingualism/multilingualism, minority languages and
positioning of languages in relation to domination, political power and
language disappearance. Dina has been working closely as an expert on
multilingualism with the EU Commission and her concept Healthy
Linguistic Diet is an innovative approach to language learning which has
been endorsed by the EU Commission in their report: Rethinking
Language Education, as a part of the EU Language policy review.

u|Page
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Official policy and multilingual diversity in contemporary Hong Kong
Professor Kingsley Bolton (Stockholm University),
Professor John Bacon-Shone (University of Hong Kong),
Dr Sju-Iun Lee (The Chinese University of Hong Kong)

In the past, Hong Kong has been seen as a society dominated by two or three languages only, that is, Cantonese,
Putonghua and English, and many previous studies highlighted the status and functions of these three major
languages. However, Hong Kong is also home to a large number of minority languages, including the 27 separate
languages identified in recent census results (Bacon-Shone, Bolton and Luke, 2015; Bolton and Lee, 2020; Bolton,
Bacon-Shone and Lee, 2020).

Our current research focuses on the analysis of two distinct types of data: census information from the 2016 by-
census; and visual data relating to the linguistic landscape of Hong Kong society, with particular reference to linguistic
minorities in the community. In our presentation, we will present and discuss current research on the linguistic
diversity of the territory, which includes the investigation of ethnolinguistic minorities as well as Hong Kong’s
linguistic landscape.

References

Bacon-Shone, John, Kingsley Bolton & Kang Kwong Luke. (2015). Language use, proficiency and attitudes in Hong
Kong. Hong Kong: Social Sciences Research Centre, HKU.

Bolton, Kingsley & Siu-lun Lee. (2020). Sociohistorical perspectives on multilingualism in Hong Kong. In Peter
Siemund and Jakob Leimgruber (eds.), Multilingual global cities: Dubai, Hong Kong and Singapore (38-62).
London: Routledge.

Bolton, Kingsley, John Bacon-Shone & Siu-lun Lee. (2020). Societal multilingualism in Hong Kong. In Peter Siemund

and Jakob Leimgruber (eds.), Multilingual global cities: Dubai, Hong Kong and Singapore (160- 184). London:
Routledge.
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Heritage trails? Pioneers, pragmatism, and postvernacularity in Singapore
Dr Lisa Lim

(Curtin University / University of Sydney / University of Hong Kong)

A question to ponder when considering the multilingual ecology of Singapore — and, indeed, of any global city — is if
the city is observing its heritage trails (‘Heritage Trails’ being a recent initiative of Singapore’s National Heritage Board
to (re)introduce the community to the historical narrative of various areas of the island), or if, in their management of
multilingualism, heritage trails behind.

To this end, I examine Singapore’s politics of heritage over changing eras and ecologies. After recounting early
management of cultural and linguistic diversity, stemming from an ideology of pragmatic multilingualism
underscoring language policy at independence, which effectively redefined ‘heritage’ through the Official ‘Mother
Tongues’, and the resulting language shifts observed in the population — a story widely recognised — I outline several
issues that subsequently arose, including the emergence of Singapore English, alongside the Speak Good English
Movement, the continuing politics of the Chinese ‘dialects’ vis-a-vis the Speak Mandarin Campaign, and the lobby for
other mother tongues. I then highlight the sea change at Singapore’s significant milestone, its 50th year of
independence, which involved acknowledging the ‘pioneer generation’ (those who were 16 years and above at
Singapore’s independence, who would have contributed to the country’s initial years of development), and, by
extension, endorsing the ‘pioneer languages’, a climate which has also supported the revitalisation of other heritage
languages such as the Eurasian community’s Kristang. Moving forward, scholars and politicians will need to attend to
an evaluation of the language ecology with greater nuance and honesty — entailing a reckoning of the postvernacularity
of heritage languages, and commitment to their place at institutional level — for public policies that suit time and
circumstance, and remain relevant and effective.

Socio-historical multilingualism and language policies in Dubai
Dr Irene Theodoropoulou

(Qatar University)

The aim of this chapter is to provide an overview of the sociolinguistic research which has been and is currently being
conducted in Dubai, and has been published in the English language. After providing a discussion of the mosaic of
Dubai’s population, an attempt will be made to tap into the different and diverse areas of sociolinguistic research, while
new directions for future research will be discussed as well. The three most important emerging strands include
multilingualism, language policies, and the sociolinguistics of the Emirati dialect. After an overview of the most
important research that falls under the scope of these three strands, suggestions for interdisciplinary (socio)linguistic
projects will be made, which are in full alignment with the country’s attempt to become a knowledge-based economy,

as is evident in the Dubai Vision 2021 and beyond.
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Societal multilingualism in Sydney: The implications for individuals
Dr Alice Chik
(Macquarie University)

When it comes to languages and Australia, especially in public discourse, two ideas are persistent: Australia is
multilingual but Australians also have a monolingual mindset. Metropolitan Australian cities are not excluded to this
ambivalent thinking. Statistically, Sydney is multilingual with the 2016 Census showing that 35.8% of households
speak a language other than English. In the media, these are frequently portrayed as migrant households.
Government ministers perpetuate the idea that migrants usually do not speak English (well enough). Language
subject choices in school do not necessarily reflect students’ linguistic diversity in the communities. So the two
perspectives of multilingualism and monolingualism touch on complex social attitudes and perceptions about
migration and hierarchy of languages. Using survey findings with 400 pre-service teachers, this talk discusses the
dissonance between societal multilingualism and individual monolingualism, and the implications for education and
beyond.

Multilingualism in Global Cities: The Case of London
Dr Dina Mehmedbegovic-Smith
(University College London)

Insights into a complex picture of a hyperdiverse metropolis, a site of massive global migrations and the most diverse
global city in Europe will be provided based on facts and figures from multiple sources such as: census, research studies
based on school data and with stakeholders in education and Global City Index data. This presentation will focus on
the following themes: Historical Overview; Education; Private Sphere and Urban Spaces. Examples of excellent
initiatives in mainstream, community and international schools will be outlined. The private sphere and urban space
sections will present a rich and dynamic picture of London as a hub of multilingual activities. This richness and
dynamism will be analysed through the lens of language hierarchies identified by a range of stakeholders in relevant
studies. Insights into experiences of speakers of languages which are perceived as high status, either because of their
current economic value or historical circumstances, will be compared with experiences of those who use ‘community
languages’. The use of key concepts such as: community languages versus world languages, multilingualism versus
plurilingualism will also be addressed.
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