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V I Conference Programme

18.09.2020 Middle-class Professionals in Global Cities
Opening remarks
14:00 Prof LUI Tai-lok (The Academy of Hong Kong Studies, The Education University of Hong Kong)
Panel 1
14:00 - 15:00 | Keynote speech: Middle-Class Managers in European Cities Under Globalization
[HKG Time]
Speakers
Prof Patrick Le Galés (Dean, Urban School of Sciences Po)
Moderator
Prof Lui Tai-lok (Director, Academy of Hong Kong Studies, The Education University of Hong
Kong)
Language
English
Panel 2 oo . : : ; : .
15:00 - 17:00 Academic Dl.alogue: Middle-class Professionals in Hong Kong, Macao, Taiwan, Mainland China,
[HKG Time] Korea and Singapore
Speakers
Prof Lui Tai-lok (Director, Academy of Hong Kong Studies, The Education University of Hong
Kong)
Dr O Lai-heong Emily (Secretary, Youth Committee, Federagido das Associacdes dos Operarios
de Macau)
Dr Lin Thung-hong (Research Fellow, Institute of Sociology, Academic Sinica, Taiwan)
Prof Li Chun-ling (Professor, Institute of Sociology, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences)
Dr Myungji Yang (Associate Professor, University of Hawaii at Manoa)
Prof Kenneth Paul Tan (Associate Professor, Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy, National
University of Singapore)
Moderator
Prof Stephen Chiu (Co-Director, Academy of Hong Kong Studies, The Education University of
Hong Kong)
Language
English
Panel 3
17:00 - 17:30 | Closing remarks: Middle-class Professionals in the contexts of inter-global city studies
[HKG Time]

Speakers
Prof Lui Tai-lok (Director, Academy of Hong Kong Studies, The Education University of Hong

Kong)

Language
Cantonese
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l- Welcome Message

The Academy of Hong Kong Studies (AHKS) adopted the strategic direction of “Hong Kong in the World”
in driving the development of Hong Kong Studies. Hong Kong is always a global city facing the whole

world and therefore one of the effective ways to pursue Hong Kong Studies is to position Hong Kong
within the context of inter-global city studies; by doing so, on the one hand we could make a contribution
to international scholarly literature by theorizing Hong Kong as a case study of global city, while on the
other hand we could enrich local discussion by transferring international experiences to Hong Kong. The
Global City Roundtable is a strategic initiative which aims at fulfilling our mission to examine Hong Kong-
centric subjects within the context of inter-global city studies.

The Global City Roundtable aims at providing a platform for informed discussions for academics, experts
and policy stakeholders from different global cities. The Roundtable this year will be held in one day,
addressing the topic of Middle-class Professionals in Global Cities. In the first panel, we will examine the
topic of “Middle-Class Managers in European Cities Under Globalization”, with a presentation delivered
by Prof Patrick Le Gales. The second panel will be delivered by Prof LUI Tai-lok, Dr O Lai-heong Emily,
Dr Lin Thung-hong, Prof Li Chun-ling, Dr Myungji Yang and Prof Tan Kenneth Paul on the topic of “Middle-
class Professionals in Hong Kong, Macao, Taiwan, Mainland China, Korea and Singapore”. In the third
panel, we will examine the topic of “Middle-class Professionals in the contexts of inter-global city studies”
with a presentation delivered by Prof LUI Tai-lok. The roundtable includes “Academic Dialogue”, with a
view to foster multi-stakeholder discussions on the topic of “Global cities as international organizations
center”.

We look forward to exchanging ideas and developing collaboration with you through this conference.

Professor LUI Tai-lok
Director, The Academy of Hong Kong Studies
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l- About The Academy of Hong Kong Studies

Hong Kong Studies is an interdisciplinary field of area studies that takes “Hong Kong” as a central subject
of analysis, and The Academy of Hong Kong Studies (AHKS), established in July 2015, is the first academy
dedicated to fostering Hong Kong Studies within local tertiary institutions. Adopting the strategic
direction of “Worlding Hong Kong Studies”, the AHKS drives interdisciplinary knowledge creation and
transfer initiatives on Hong Kong-centric subjects and fosters the development of a cross-regional Hong

Kong Studies research community.

Vision:

Mission:

Values:

8|Page

The vision of The AHKS is to become a world-class academy that synergizes Hong Kong-
focused knowledge creation and transfer activities.

Adopting the strategic direction of “Worlding Hong Kong Studies” the mission of The
AHKS is to drive interdisciplinary knowledge creation and transfer initiatives on Hong
Kong-centric subjects within the context of inter-global city studies with a view to
raising the standards of governance and public policy-making in Hong Kong and
improving the quality of life of Hong Kong people.

Our values are:

Engaging: building bridges among stakeholders including government, political parties,
business, universities and schools, civil society;

Energizing: stimulating social discussions by communicating research findings to a
wider community; and

Envisioning: fostering research and education activities with a long-term strategic focus.
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Prof LUI Tai-lok

Chair Professor of Hong Kong Studies;
Director, The Academy of Hong Kong Studies,
The Education University of Hong Kong
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Professor LUI Tai-lok is the Vice President (Research and Development), Chair Professor of Hong Kong
Studies and Director of The Academy of Hong Kong Studies at The Education University of Hong Kong.

Prior to joining the University (the then Hong Kong Institute of Education), he was Professor at The
University of Hong Kong (HKU) where he also took up the position of Associate Dean at the Faculty of
Social Sciences (2010-2011) and the headship of the Department of Sociology (2011-2014). He has
taught at Hong Kong City Polytechnic (1986-88) and The Chinese University of Hong Kong (1988-
2009). Professor Lui obtained his B.A. and M.Phil. in Sociology at the HKU and then a Master of
Philosophy and a Doctor of Philosophy from Oxford University.

Professor Lui has widely researched and published in topics including class analysis, economic
sociology, urban sociology, and Hong Kong society. He also actively contributes to the Hong Kong
community by serving on various committees in governmental and professional bodies as well as
those related to social services over the years.
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Prof. CHIU Wing-kai, Stephen

Chair Professor of Sociology;

Co-Director, The Academy of Hong Kong Studies,
The Education University of Hong Kong

HXEREEEMHBRASBNEELER  BREEUBABNSREBAMTEBEHE - FEH
BARBEEBMFTE i ERE -

MALEEBZULERNELEHFHEEETHIIEMR - HORMRABEREREAE - 120 EA
AFE - HEEH  EEX FFEME - PHEBRABEREESE  EPHAZREAHARERENT
& - BEERMRRENERE FBCREEN A AHE® -

2009 F£E 2016 FHIEEFBHNERAENERBIANBMOREZEST IR  BEARRE ST
BENRE TFRRZESTRUSREMA  SBESDTPERXEENIERE - BENFEH
B ZEAEESHBEESPEINNENTE -
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Professor Stephen CHIU obtained his doctorate from Princeton University and is currently Chair
Professor in the Department of Social Sciences, and Co-Director, The Academy of Hong Kong Studies,
The Education University of Hong Kong.

His research interests include development studies, industrial relations, social movements, youth
studies, and the comparative study of the East Asian region. His research also covered many different
public policy issues under commission by various public and governmental bodies. He is also active in
the community through his public services.

He was the Chair of the Curriculum Committee on Liberal Studies (Senior Secondary) from 2009 to
2016, and had served as the Part-time Member of the Central Policy Unit, HKSAR Government, and a
member of the Strategic Development Commission, HKSAR Government.
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Dr. FONG Chi-hang, Brian
Associate Director, The Academy of Hong Kong Studies,

The Education University of Hong Kong
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Dr. FONG Chi-hang, Brian is Associate Director of The Academy of Hong Kong Studies at The Education
University of Hong Kong.

Prior to joining the University (the then Hong Kong Institute of Education), Dr. Fong was previously
Lecturer in the Division of Social Sciences of the City University of Hong Kong. Before joining the
academia, Dr. Fong was an Executive Officer of the HKSAR Government from 2001 to 2007.

Dr. Fong’s research interests include China’s influences, territorial autonomies, democratization,
governance and budgetary politics. He has published extensively in international peer-reviewed
journals such as Democratization, Nations and Nationalism, International Review of Administrative
Sciences, China Quarterly, Modern China and Asian Survey. Dr. Fong was awarded in 2019 “Humanities
and Social Sciences Prestigious Fellowship” by the Research Grants Council of Hong Kong with funding
of HKD982,928 for his project entitled “Comparative Territorial Autonomies: Exploring A New
Comparative Politics Dataset”.

Dr. Fong is a public intellectual. He is an active commentator for various media and regularly publishes
commentaries. He is also very active in community services, founding and leading several civil society
organizations.
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Patrick Le Galés %
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Cities are back in town fiff5¢/)\iH £ &

Prof Patrick Le Gales
CNRS Research Professor, Sociology and Politics
Dean, Urban School of Sciences Po

Professor, Sciences Po
Fellow, The British Academy (FBA)
Chair, “Cities are back in town” Research Group

Patrick Le Gales #IRIBR/AHMERBIGABH T 2K & CNRS (L EEMBU B FTHX -
Patrick LeGalés FIREBMNARELLREUGF ONREMRRBEERERERFE "UHER" - i
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IR - th2 (BN E M) WS RmE -
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Prof Patrick Le Galés, Dean of The Urban School of Science Po and CNRS Research Professor of Sociology
and Politics, at Sciences Po, Centre for European Studies and Comparative Politics and he chairs the
“Cities are back in town” research group. He is a corresponding Fellow of the British Academy, a member
of the Academia Europaea. He is a former editor of the International Journal of Urban and regional
Research, a past president of SASE (Society for Advanced Socio economics).

He was educated at Sciences Po, Paris, Nuffield College Oxford (M.litt.) and the University of Paris X
Nanterre. He was a visiting professor or researcher in particular at UCLA, King’s College London,
Nuffield College University of Oxford, the Max Planck Institute for the Study of Society in Cologne, the
Universities of Milan Bicocca, Venise, the University of Sao Paolo, Colegio de Mexico, Brussels Studies
Insitute, Northwestern. He is co-editor of the European Journal of Sociology.
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Publications

BRIDGE (Gary) , BUTLER (Tim), LE GALES (Patrick) (dir.), “Power relations and social mix” special issue,
International Journal of Urban and Regional Research, vol 38, n.4 2014

ANDREOTTI (Alberta), LE GALES (Patrick), MORENO FUENTES (Javier Francesco), , Globalizing
minds, roots in the city, urban middle classes in European cities, Oxford, Blackwell/Wiley, 2015

ANDREOTTI (Alberta), LE GALES (Patrick) et MORENO FUENTES (Francisco Javier) , “The challenge
of researching “partial exit” and “rootedness” among upper-middle classes in European cities”, in Urban
Geography, vol 40, 2019 p.627-644,

LE GALES (Patrick), PIERSON (Paul), 2019, “High priced metropolis as generators of inequality, a
comparison between Paris, London, New York and San Francisco”, Daedalus, vol 148, (3), p.46-72, 2019

BARWICK (Christine), LE GALES (Patrick), « Work in London, love in Paris: middle class mobility over
the Channel Tunnely, Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies, on line 2020, p. 1-17.
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Dr O Lai-heong Emily

Secretary,

Youth Committee,

Federagdo das Associacdes dos Operarios de Macau

HEEEL  PEARAS Bt  REBRNBEMLABAEMSRE HAZTEELABABKSR

Z ESFEREENER -

Dr O Lai-heong Emily obtained a PhD from School of Labour and Human Resources at Renmin

University of China. She is Secretary of Youth Committee, Federagao das Associa¢des dos Operarios de
Macau. She

MRSABL
EDRMFERCSEMARMAR HFEE

Dr Lin Thung-hong
Research Fellow,

Institute of Sociology, Academic Sinica, Taiwan

MRLBLIREPRARRALEAATEE - BEASLIREIZIR - BRBMIIEZ - MRLNIF

MAZBEBROS TSNS ES  SEIZEEXLIESEEMETE 2L SEBZRIWE
R 58 (BER) (€ 2012 F£RER ) B (BEPATEEE 1985~2005 : (LS /EEA55E)
miE) -

Dr Lin Thung-hong is the researcher of Institute of Sociology, Academia Sinica. In addition to
academic work, Dr Lin is also actively engaged in social movements that focus on the rights and
interests of employees. He has served as the director of the Propaganda Department of the National
Federation of Industries. Change 1985~2005: Social Class and Labor Market."
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Prof Li Chun-ling

Professor,

Institute of Sociology,

Chinese Academy of Social Sciences

FERAFERAPEAN A ZEMAME D FEHAS L EBEMRZEE - R PEASRIBEH
RERMEEREABRB LN (1998 ) ERABEERERELBR LRI (1987 ) - HAIHTFE
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REE  EREKE) (SFELZEE | PEINBZENRRILLEINFE) © The Rising Middle Classes

in China % -

Professor Li Chun-ling is currently the director of the Research Office of Youth and Educational
Sociology, Institute of Sociology, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences. She received a Doctor of Laws
degree from the Department of Sociology of the Graduate School of the Chinese Academy of Social
Sciences (1998) and a Master of History degree from the Department of History of Peking University
(1987). Her research fields and interests are social stratification and mobility; educational sociology;
youth research. Publications include: "Fractures and Fragments: An Empirical Analysis of Social
Stratification in Contemporary China", "Theory of Social Stratification", "The Formation of the Middle
Class from a Comparative Perspective: Process, Influence, and Socio-economic Consequences”, "Gender
Stratification and Labor "Market", "Circumstances, Attitudes, and Social Transformation: Sociological
Research on Youth born in the 1980s", "Education for Sustainable Development: Progress and
Challenges", "Youth and Social Changes: A Comparative Study of China and Russia", The Rising Middle

Classes in China etc.
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Myungji Yang {8+
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Dr Myungji Yang
Associate Professor,

University of Hawaii at Manoa
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MaxPo ( Max Planck-Sciences Po ff5t /L EBEH IS EABEENARF L ) WEEHFRE -

g

Myungji Yang is an associate professor of political science at the University of Hawai‘i, Manoa and is
currently a fellow at the Netherlands Institute for Advanced Study in the Humanities and Social
Sciences (NIAS). She earned her PhD in Sociology from Brown University in 2012. Her research
interests include the political economy of development, class politics and social inequality, democracy
and civil society, globalization, and East Asia. Her work on the urban middle class and democracy in
South Korea has appeared in Urban Studies, Sociological Inquiry, Critical Asian Studies, and Korea
Observer. She is the author of From Miracle to Mirage: The Making and Unmaking of the Korean Middle
Class, 1960-2015, published at Cornell University Press in 2018. She is currently working on right-wing
politics and activism in South Korea from a comparative historical perspective.
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Prof Kenneth Paul Tan

Associate Professor,

Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy,
National University of Singapore
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Kenneth Paul TAN is a tenured Associate Professor at the National University of Singapore’s (NUS)
Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy. In January 2021, he will be taking up a tenured Professorship
at Hong Kong Baptist University, which has hired him under its Talent100 initiative. He was Vice Dean
of the LKY School during the most rapid and critical years of its growth. He has received numerous
teaching awards over the years, including NUS's most prestigious Outstanding Educator Award. His
books include Singapore: Identity, Brand, Power (Cambridge University Press, 2018), Governing
Global-City Singapore: Legacies and Futures After Lee Kuan Yew (Routledge, 2017), Cinema and
Television in Singapore: Resistance in One Dimension (Brill, 2008), and Renaissance Singapore?
Economy, Culture, and Politics (NUS Press, 2007). He has held visiting fellowships and professorships
at the Australian National University, Chinese University of Hong Kong, Georgetown University (on a
Fulbright Fellowship), Harvard University, Sciences Po, and the University of Duisburg-Essen. He is a
member of the National Arts Council (Singapore)’s Arts Advisory Panel and the National Museum of
Singapore’s Advisory Board. He chairs the Board of Directors of theatre company The Necessary Stage
(Singapore). He was the founding chair of the Asian Film Archive’s Board of Directors.
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The Dialectics of Mobility and Immobility:

Hong Kong'’s Professionals in the Context of Regional Integration
Lui, Tai-lok

( The Academy of Hong Kong Studies, The Education University of Hong Kong)

Conventional class analysis is conducted upon the assumption of social stratification within a
national boundary (so a class structure normally refers to a system of class stratification in a
national economy). But increasingly our social structure is impacted by the process of
globalization, with flows of capital as well as people’s movement frequently going beyond national
borders. My presentation is an attempt to look at Hong Kong’s professional sector in the context
of regional integration. It is intended to answer two sets of question. First, it is about the effects of
intensification of economic flows at the regional level, in the case of Hong Kong our attention
focuses on the CEPA since 2013 and the more recent the Greater Bay Area Initiative, on class
stratification. Particularly, we are interested in the impacts of such developments on the middle
class. Second, I would also like to take this opportunity to reflect upon how we should approach
the question of class stratification in global cities.

Explore the social position and role of Macao civil servants
O Lei Heong, Emily
(PhD, Labor Economics, Renmin University of China)

The middle class is a research topic among a wide range of academic disciplines including
sociology, politics, and anthropology. This article focuses on the public servants in Macao, mainly
analyzing: (1) The social class structure and social status of the vast number of civil servants.
Compared with other occupational groups, public servants owe favorable conditions from the
prospects of politics, society and economy. They are classified as a crucial part of the middle class
in Macao. (2) The characteristics of the public service group. With the rapid growth of economic,
the costs of housing, education and living are increasing. Public functionaries are secured by
golden and long-term salaries, which attracts Macao’s well-educated young people to climb
upwards so as to be one of the sections. (3) Whether and how public servants -can play a role in
promoting social stability? Public servants are responsible to the SAR government, while
performing their duties for the sake of Macao residents. They coordinate all kinds of social
interests and appeals when formulating and implementing policies and decisions of the
authorities, execute various launched policies and measures of the SAR government in a timely
and effective fashion, and communicate within the internal government body to ensure the
stability and development of our society, which constitutes its foremost responsibility and
contribution.
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Globalization and Its Discontents in Taiwan: What Did Middle Class Do?
Lin, Thung-Hong
(Institute of Sociology, Academia Sinica)

In 2014, the Sunflower Movement, a student-led protest to oppose free trade to mainland China,
shocked the public in Taiwan. The protesters claimed that open trade would favour large companies
investing in China, damage local Small-Medium-scale Enterprises’ (SMEs) business, and have a
devaluing effect on local labour’s wages. Observers believed that the movement empowered the
Democratic Progressive Party (DPP), which won the national election in 2016. However, the failure of
the DPP administration in the local elections of 2018 indicated a strong backfire of the populist
politicians belonged to pan-KMT interest groups, which include some precarious workers in the
tourist, catering and manufacture industry that still deeply depend on China. As my study of poverty
and globalization showed, the increasing of population under the official poverty line were robustly
associated with the trade dependence on China. If economic globalization, measured by Taiwan’s trade
openness to China, did damage the poor among different socio-economic groups, who suffered worst
from it? Applying the Taiwan Social Change Survey, studies found that the youth and middle-aged
unskilled workers suffered more than others from the “China Impact” under globalization. The
increasing class inequality originated from globalization and deindustrialization fueled the populism
with Taiwanese characteristics. On the contrary, middle class did turn back to the pan-KMT candidate
and moderate the political polarization as the major supporters of President Tsai Ing-Wen. The case of
Taiwan might shed lights on the pathway out of populism.

Rising Middle Class with muiti-facets in China:

Growth and Challenge
Li Chunling

(Institute of Sociology, CASS)

Fast economic growth and social development over the past decades have been creating a Chinese
middle class. But what is the middle class or who are the members of middle class? This question
remains no clear answer. Sociologists, economists, political scientists, market analysts, government
experts and public media all propose their concepts of middle class. At least three major kinds of
concepts are used to describe Chinese middle class: occupational middle class, wealth middle class,
and middle income group. Each concept reflects a certain aspect or subgroups of Chinese middle class.
Chinese middle class is a mixture of different subgroups and various elements. As a new emerging class,
its boundary with other classes is not clear. It shows a feature with multi-facets. In today’s China, not
only one middle class but there are middle classes. All middle classes have benefited from fast
economic growth over the past decades. However, under increasing domestic economic risk and
political pressure from abroad, all these middle classes are facing challenges: increasingly economic
risks and uncertainties, slowdown in income growth, and worry about their social and economic
security. How to cope with these problems and challenges, enhance the ability of the middle classes to
resist economic risks and make the middle classes continues to grow, is an important issue that
governments need to consider carefully.
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A Tale of Two Middle Classes: Homeownership, Wealth Accumulation Strategies, and
Increasing Fragmentation of the Middle Class
Dr Myungji Yang
(University of Hawaii at Manoa)

This paper explores the increasing fragmentation and differentiation within the middle class in South
Korea: the well-off professional, upper middle class and the precarious lower middle class. Existing
literature on the middle class in developed countries mainly focuses on the aspect of the decline of the
middle class by emphasizing the role of neoliberalism and job insecurity. While precarious
employment and massive layoffs are commonly studied as central causes of massive downward class
mobility in South Korea, | argue that this is only the half of the reality. Focusing on the housing and real
estate market in South Korea, [ analyze how middle-class citizens with different resources navigate
their strategies of homeownership, and how it in turn shapes their future life chances and financial
conditions. While the high-income, professional groups can afford to buy a home in decent
neighborhoods and take advantage of rapidly increasing real estate values, the rest of the middle class
struggles to buy one due to ever-increasing housing prices. By documenting how existing disparities
exacerbated housing inequality within the middle class, this paper enhances an understanding of the
relationship between the middle class, housing, and social inequality.

The Political Significance of Singapore’s Middle Class
Prof Kenneth Paul Tan

(Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy, National University of Singapore)

Singapore society - affluent, consumerist, and politically apathetic - has been described as broadly
middle-class, a signifier of successful development and progress, but also a counterargument against
theories that identify the middle class as both the outcome of economic growth as well as a driver of
liberal democratisation. As a neoliberal global city, Singapore is confronted today by the increasingly
complex challenges of inequality at many levels. At one end of this middle-class society is an emergent
Singaporean underclass whose wages and life prospects are being depressed by competition from a
large inflow of low-waged migrant workers from the region. At the other end is a sub-class of
professionals, managers, executives, and technicians (PMETs) whose prospects have been diminished
by intersecting factors that include liberal policies to attract competitive "foreign talent”, the longer-
term disruptive trends associated with the “fourth industrial revolution”, and the severe impact of
COVID-19 on the economy and, in particular, jobs. This paper will discuss the renewed political
significance of Singapore’s middle class in these troubled times.
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