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- Welcome Message

The Academy of Hong Kong Studies (AHKS) adopted the strategic direction of
“Focus on Hong Kong, Go beyond Hong Kong” in driving the development of
Hong Kong Studies. Hong Kong is always a global city facing the whole world
and therefore one of the effective ways to pursue Hong Kong Studies is to
position Hong Kong within the context of inter-global city studies; by doing so,
on the one hand we could make a contribution to international scholarly
literature by theorizing Hong Kong as a case study of global city, while on the
other hand we could enrich local discussion by transferring international
experiences to Hong Kong. The Global City Roundtable is a strategic initiative
which aims at fulfilling our mission to examine Hong Kong-centric subjects
within the context of inter-global city studies.

The Global City Roundtable aims at providing a platform for informed
discussions for academics, experts and policy stakeholders from different global
cities. The first Roundtable will be divided into three sessions including
“Academic Dialogue”, “Social Dialogue” and “Policy Dialogue” with a view to
fostering multi-stakeholder discussions on the topic of “Situation of Youth in
Global Contexts”.

We look forward to exchanging ideas and developing collaboration with you
through this conference.

Professor Lui Tai-lok
Director, The Academy of Hong Kong Studies
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‘i About The Academy of Hong Kong Studies

Established in July 2015, The Academy of Hong Kong Studies (AHKS) is the first
academy dedicated to fostering Hong Kong studies within local tertiary
institutions. Adopting the strategic direction of “Focus on Hong Kong, Go
beyond Hong Kong”, the AHKS’ mission is to drive interdisciplinary knowledge
creation and transfer initiatives related to Hong Kong-centric subjects within
the context of inter-global city studies with a view to raising the standards of
governance and public policy making in Hong Kong and improving the quality
of life of Hong Kong people.

Vision:  The vision of The AHKS is to become a world-class academy that
synergizes Hong Kong-focused knowledge creation and transfer
activities.

Mission: Adopting the strategic direction of “Focus on Hong Kong, Go
beyond Hong Kong,” the mission of The AHKS is to drive
interdisciplinary knowledge creation and transfer initiatives on
Hong Kong-centric subjects within the context of inter-global city
studies with a view to raising the standards of governance and
public policy-making in Hong Kong and improving the quality of
life of Hong Kong people.

Values:  Our values are:

e [Engaging: building bridges among stakeholders including
government, political parties, business, universities and schools,
civil society;

e Energizing: stimulating social discussions by communicating
research findings to a wider community; and

e Envisioning: fostering research and education activities with a
long-term strategic focus.
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Prof. Lui Tai-lok

Chair Professor of Hong Kong Studies
Director, The Academy of Hong Kong Studies
The Education University of Hong Kong
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Professor Lui Tai-lok is the Vice President (Research and Development), Chair Professor of Hong
Kong Studies and Director of The Academy of Hong Kong Studies at The Education University of
Hong Kong.

Prior to joining the University (the then Hong Kong Institute of Education), he was Professor at The
University of Hong Kong (HKU) where he also took up the position of Associate Dean at the Faculty
of Social Sciences (2010-2011) and the headship of the Department of Sociology (2011-2014). He has
taught at Hong Kong City Polytechnic (1986-88) and The Chinese University of Hong Kong (1988-
2009). Professor Lui obtained his B.A. and M.Phil. in Sociology at the HKU and then a Master of
Philosophy and a Doctor of Philosophy from Oxford University.

Professor Lui has widely researched and published in topics including class analysis, economic
sociology, urban sociology, and Hong Kong society. He also actively contributes to the Hong Kong
community by serving on various committees in governmental and professional bodies as well as
those related to social services over the years.
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Dr. Fong Chi-hang, Brian

Associate Director, The Academy of Hong Kong Studies
The Education University of Hong Kong
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Dr. Fong Chi-hang, Brian is Associate Director of The Academy of Hong Kong Studies at The
Education University of Hong Kong.

Prior to joining the University (the then Hong Kong Institute of Education), Dr. Fong was previously
Lecturer in the Division of Social Sciences of the City University of Hong Kong. Before joining the
academia, Dr. Fong was an Executive Officer of the HKSAR Government from 2001 to 2007.

Dr. Fong’s research interests include center-periphery relations, democratization, legislative studies,
budgetary politics and political economy. He has published extensively in international peer-reviewed
journals such as China Quarterly, Modern China, Asian Survey, Democratization, and International
Review of Administrative Sciences. Dr. Fong was awarded the 2014 Gordon White Prize by China
Quarterly for his article entitled “The Partnership between the Chinese Government and Hong Kong's
Capitalist Class: Implications for HKSAR Governance, 1997-2012".

Dr. Fong is a public intellectual. He is an active commentator for various media and regularly
publishes commentaries. He is also very active in community services leading the work of several civil
society organizations.
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Prof. Chiu Wing-kai, Stephen

Professor, Department of Sociology

Co-Director, The Hong Kong Institute of Asia-Pacific Studies
The Chinese University of Hong Kong
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Professor Stephen Chiu is Professor of Department of Sociology and Co-Director of the Hong
Kong Institute of Asia-Pacific Studies at The Chinese University of Hong Kong. Professor
Chiu’s research interests involve the sociological study of Hong Kong from a comparative and
historical perspective. His current projects include topics such as education, social
stratification and inequality, social movement, cultural industries, youth and traditional
Chinese medicine. Many of these projects have public policy implications and he is also an
active contributor to public discussions of policy issues through the news media.
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Associate Research Fellow, Institute of Sociology
Academic Sinica, Taiwan
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Dr. Lin is an Associate Research Fellow at the Institute of Sociology, Academic Sinica in
Taiwan. He received his doctorate degree at the Hong Kong University of Science and
Technology. He is most interested in the research on income distribution and social mobility
in the Chinese societies of Taiwan, Hong Kong and Mainland China. Cooperating with
Xiaogang Wu and others, Dr. Lin recent quantitative studies investigated in the social
stratification of Mainland China; With Raymond Sin-kwok Wong and Alfred Ko-Wei Wu, Dr.
Lin analysed the trend of class voting in Taiwan. Given his interest in Comparative Political
Economy, quantitative analysis, and global transnational data, Dr. Lin has analysed the panel
data of Gini Coefficient and Corruption Indexes around the world. In recent years, as a result
of frequent occurrence of natural disasters in Chinese societies, Dr. Lin also extends his
research into the Sociology of Disasters, especially on topics such as Class and the Risk of
Exposure to Disasters, Post-Disaster Redevelopment and the Wealth Gap.
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Professor, Center for Studies of Hong Kong, Macao and Pearl River Delta
Sun Yat-sen University, Guangzhou
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Professor Li is a Professor at the Center for Studies of Hong Kong, Macao and Pearl River
Delta (CSHKMPRD), Sun Yat-sen University (SYSU), Executive Editor of the journal “Studies
on Hong Kong and Macao” and of the journal "Forum of Greater Pearl River Delta". She
obtained her Bachelor Degree in Economics in SYSU in 1986, her Master Degree in Sociology
in SYSU in 1989, and her Doctorate Degree in Anthropology in SYSY in 2001. From October
2002 to October 2003, she was in the University of California (Los Angeles) as a Visiting
Scholar. Started teaching in SYSU since 1989, she took charge of the Research Office of
Regional Society Culture, CSHKMPRD in 1994, was an Associate Professor at CSHKMPRD
from 1998 to 2009, and became Professor at CSHKMPRD and the Department of Sociology
since 2009.

Her publications include The Development and Prospect of Hong Kong’s External Relations,
Community Building — Theories, Practices and Models in Comparative Perspective, Dream and
Reality: Social Stratification and Social Mobility in Hong Kong, and Introduction to Modern
Communities: Change of Urban Community in China’s Social Transition.
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Dr. Kurata Toru
Associate Professor, Department of Politics, College of Law and Politics
Rikkyo University, Tokyo
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Dr. Kurata is an Associate professor at Rikkyo University’s College of Law and Politics in
Japan. He received his doctorate degree from the University of Tokyo’s Graduate School of
Arts and Sciences. During his graduate studies, Dr. Kurata served as a researcher for the
Japanese Embassy in Hong Kong. Dr. Kurata is the author of Chugoku henkan go no Honkon:
chisana reisen to ikkoku niseido no tenkai (Hong Kong after the Handover to China: A Small-
scale Cold War and the Policy of One Country, Two Systems).
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Director of Center for Hong Kong, Macau & Taiwan Governance

Fudan University, Shanghai
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Prof. Zhou is Professor and Director of Center for Hong Kong, Macau & Taiwan Governance
in the Fudan University in Shanghai. He finished his Bachelor degree in Anhui Normal
University in 1984 and obtained his Master degree in 1987 from Fudan University, where he
stayed to teach and research in the field of Public Administration and Administrative Laws.
In 1997, he did his Doctorate degree as he continued his work. From 2000 to 2001, he was a
Visiting Scholar at the Faculty of Law, Soku University, Japan. His major work includes
Introduction to Contemporary Civil Servant System, Theory of Modern Political System and co-
authored 10 other works. He has published over 40 articles in Chinese and International
academic journals. Among these articles, Legal System Development Strategy of Shanghai
Government: Towards a Cosmopolitan of the 21 Century and Research on the Situation of
Shanghai Municipal Level Administrative and Executive Branch were recognized by Shanghai
Government with the Decision-Making Consultation Award.
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Mr. Shum Ngo-fai, Lester
Former Deputy Secretary-General, Hong Kong Federation of Students
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Mr. Shum is a current student in the Department of Government and Public Administration,
The Chinese University of Hong Kong. During the Umbrella Movement, he was the Deputy
Secretary-General of the Hong Kong Federation of Students (HKFS). He was one of the five
HKEFS representatives who met with HKSAR Government officials during the Movement.
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Mr. Sou Ka-hou, Sulu

Vice President, New Macau Association, Macau
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Mr. Sou is currently a graduate student in the Department of Political Science, National
Taiwan University, and is the Vice President of the New Macau Association. He was a youth
leader who initiated protest movement against the bill “Guarantee Scheme of the Holders of
the Post of Chief Executive and the Principal Officials Assuming Office, In Office and Leaving
Office" in 2014.
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Dr. Lau Ming-wai is Chairman of Chinese Estates Holdings Limited. He is currently a
Member of the Sichuan Committee of Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference,
Vice Chairman of the Bauhinia Foundation Research Centre, Deputy Chairman of the Ocean
Park Corporation, Member of the Commission on Poverty, Member of the Financial
Infrastructure Sub-Committee of the Exchange Fund Advisory Committee, Council Member
of City University Hong Kong, etc..

In March 2015, Dr. Lau Ming-wai was appointed by the Hong Kong SAR Government as
Chairman of Commission on Youth.
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@, Background of the Topic

In recent years, social movements led by young people have erupted in global cities around
the world, for example: Occupy Wall Street started in New York in 2011, which was
subsequently spread to London and other cities; During the 2014 Sunflower Movement in
Taipei student protesters occupied the Legislative Yuen; Macao’s youth leaders, in May 2014,
initiated their protests against a bill offering massive benefits to retired officials; September
2014 in Hong Kong people’s quest for “real universal suffrage” has been developed into the
Umbrella Movement; and in 2015, Japanese students in Tokyo led protests against
reinterpretation of their Constitution and security bills.

Although the issues that triggered the social movements were quite different, it is clear that
young people are becoming more politically active around the globe. Interestingly, many of
these youth-led social movements happened against the backdrop of global cities. Could we
better understand the dynamics of youth-led social movements within the context of global
cities?

In her classical studies on global city, Sassen (2001) has pointed out that these cities are
becoming socially polarised due to economic restructuring. In global cities, manufacturing
jobs are being replaced by low paid, often part-time, service sector jobs and high paid
professional jobs are on a decreasing trend. Sassen’s research showed that polarization not
only happened across social class, but it also occurred across geographic, gender and ethnical
fault lines. Are the young people of global cities dissatisfied with the socio-economic
environment in their home cities? Are they the major victims in the process of social
polarisation? Are the socio-economic structures of global cities the underlying cause of the
youth-led social movements? Apart from socio-economic factors, are there any other factors
that drive young people in global cities to participate in social movements? We are going to
examine these important questions based on the four case studies of Asian global cities in
this Roundtable.

The following paragraphs are a summary of the social movements and situation of the youth
in Hong Kong, Taipei, Guangzhou and Tokyo.

Hong Kong

The Umbrella Movement demanding “real universal suffrage” happened in late September
2014. It broke out against the backdrop of pepper-spraying and tear gas firing by riot police,
with protesters using umbrellas as their shields. The original idea of Occupy Central had
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been developed into a leaderless Umbrella Movement and it sustained until mid-December
2014, but the government refused to make any concession. Prominent figures of the
movement were mainly from the Hong Kong Federation of Students (undergraduate students)
and Scholarism (secondary school students). (See Yuen 2015 for more details)

Indeed, social movements led by young people and students have been increasingly common
in recent years, such as the preservation of the Star Ferry Pier in 2006 and the Queen’s Pier in
2007. In 2009 and 2010, a similar group of youth leaders, labelled as “Post-80s” by the media,
led a massive protest against the construction of the Express Rail Link between Hong Kong
and Guangzhou. In 2011 and 2012, Scholarism, formed by “Post-gos” secondary school
students, led the opposition movement against the implementation of national education.

In recent years, the government and think tanks have published a number of reports
highlighting various problems facing the youth such as the decline of upward mobility, slow
growth of income level, unaffordable and high property prices (NCF & NYF 2015, BFRC 2014;
CSD 2013; Legco Secretariat 2015). Chin (2014) has argued that the youth in Hong Kong are
facing tensions from both nationalist and regional narratives, forcing the integration of Hong
Kong with the Pearl River Delta region. In response, the youth has drawn on collective
memory of Hong Kong’s history and culture so as to counter the official narrative. Chu (2016)
similarly argued the top-down, neoliberal, integrationist approach of development has
stripped the youth of their chance of success.

Taipei

On 18 March 2014, hundreds of students stormed Taiwan’s Legislative Yuen and occupied it
for 24 days protesting against the Cross-Strait Service Trade Agreement (CSSTA). Students
finally agreed to withdraw after the Legislative Yuen speaker, Wang Jin-pyng of the ruling
Kuomintang, promised to pass the bill on Cross-strait Agreement Supervision (CSAS), before
CSSTA would be put back on the agenda (See Ho 2015 for more details).

That was not the first large-scale protest led by students since the new millennium. The 2008
Wild Strawberries Movement happened against the backdrop of suppression of protesters by
the police during the visit of Mainland China official Chen Yunlin.

Before the outbreak of the student movements, the difficult situations facing the young
people have already attracted public concerns: Low wage; lack of upward mobility;
unaffordable housing; economic restructuring and loss of job opportunities - social
inequality is becoming obvious (Chu & Kang 2015, Hu 2015, Lin 2015, Ministry of Labour 2015).
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Guangzhou

Guangzhou did not experience tidal waves of social movements in recent years, except for the
Defending Cantonese Movement happened in 2010. However, young people in Guangzhou do
face similar, if not worse, situations to their counterparts in Hong Kong and Taipei.

Research indicated that higher education in China mainly benefits the sons and daughters of
cadres of the Chinese Communist Party but not those young people with few political
connections (Tsang 2013). Mok (2016) argued that while more young people in Guangzhou,
Hong Kong and Taipei have the chance of receiving higher education, upward mobility has
become more and more difficult. Young migrant workers are less satisfied with their life and
their jobs, compared to the older generation (Cheng & Smyth 2014, To & Tam 2014).

Tokyo

The new wave of student movement against the State Secrecy Acts, the “reinterpretation” of
Article g of the Constitutions and the Security Bills in 2015, has come as a surprise to many
people. SEALDs (Students Emergency Action for Liberal Democracy) was not only successful
in organising large scale demonstrations, but they also succeeded in framing student
movements as something “common” instead of “radical” student movements of 1960s (O’Day
2015). (See more about SEALDs in Slater, O’Day, Uno et al 2015). SEALDs was disbanded on 15
August 2016, after Prime Minister Abe’s Liberal Democratic Party won the upper house
election in July.

The SEALDs movement has been built upon the anti-nuclear movements happened after the
201 Fukushima Daiichi nuclear disaster (Slater, O’Day, Uno et al 2015). SASPL (Students
Against the Secret Protection Law), before reforming into SEALDs, was established in late
2013. (For student movements happened before 2013, see Cassegdrd (2014)).

Since the bursting of the economic bubble, the 1990s and even the 2000s of Japan have been
dubbed as “the lost decade(s)”. Under the sluggish economy, young people who grew up
during this period of time are also considered as the “lost generation”. Social mobility is low
and social structure is famously described as “M-shaped” with the decline of the middle class
(Kenichi 2006). Unaffordable housing has also delayed life events such as leaving parent’s
home, forming family and home ownership (Izuhara 2015).
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The Youth Condition in Hong Kong under Global Context

Prof. Chiu Wing-kai, Stephen
(Professor, Department of Sociology,
The Chinese University of Hong Kong)

This paper will discuss the situation of the young people under a global context from three
angles. First, globally we have witnessed the expansion of higher education. As a result,
many young people have "progressed” to the higher education system that in turn leads to
many changes in their life cycles, such as the prolonged adolescence, the delay in markers of
maturity as employment and marriage, and also transformed their expectations on career and
life development. Second, following economic globalization and structural transformations of
the economy, as well as the expansion of higher education, a large number of degree-holding
youth have entered the labour market, resulting in credential inflation and decrease in return,
and also the deterioration of the terms of employment of young people. Third, after a period
of low tide in youth social and political participation in the late 20th Century, in the new
century there are signs of heating up. Anti-globalization and anti-authoritarianism have
become the hallmark of youth movements all over the world. Hong Kong's unique Mainland-
Hong Kong contradictions and internal political constraints have given rise to our localist
anti-authoritarian movement in quest of democracy, but also spinned off a populist pro-
independence movement.
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Generational Politics in Taiwan: Myth and Truth about Young Adult,
1995-2015
Dr. Lin Thung-hong

(Associate Research Fellow, Institute of Sociology,
Academic Sinica, Taiwan)

Did younger generation support Taiwan independence more than re-united, and therefore
vote the pan-green camp for economic or physiological dissatisfaction in Taiwan? Earlier
studies imply the argument but their empirical results are biased by some methodological
flaws. In this study I introduced the Cross-Classified Random Effects Model (CCREM) to
estimate the economic return, political attitudes and identity politics among different
cohorts. The statistical results are more complex than the simplified argument of the earlier
studies. According to the results, it is difficult to argue that economic inequality is associated
with the political attitudes of youth. In contrast, national identity and democratic value may
be the most important determinants of the generational cleavage of voting behavior in
Taiwan. In addition, evidences show that the participation of Internet activities is improving
the democratic value rather than stimulating the local identity of youth.
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Environment Change and Strategy Modification of Guangzhou Youth in
the Globalization and Regionalization Context

Prof. Li Xi-yuan
(Professor, Center for Studies of Hong Kong, Macao and Pearl River Delta,
Sun Yat-sen University, Guangzhou)

As Guangzhou developed to a gateway city of South China which connects Hong Kong global
city and mainland cities, the environment of Guangzhou Youth has changed. They have to
adapt to the fierce competition and the changing and unstable demand of labor market.
Fortunately, Guangzhou Youth seem to have optimistic expectation for upward social
mobility so that they have kept modifying their strategy for coping with their situation. The
experience of Guangzhou Youth reflects that, more or less, the governance and policies of the
state and local government are still critical in reconstructing the local social group and
industries, as well as to the environment and identity of youth under globalization and
regionalization.
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Exploring Japan Tokyo’s New Youth Social Movements: An East Asian
Perspective

Dr. Kurata Toru
(Associate Professor, College of Law and Politics,
Rikkyo University, Tokyo)

On March 2011, a huge earthquake hit eastern part of Japan and caused serious accident of
Fukushima nuclear plant. Thousands of Japanese citizens gathered in front of the National
Diet building in Tokyo to join an anti-nuclear movement, which heralded the revival of
Japan’s street politics after decades of silence. In summer 2015 when national security bills,
which was claimed to be unconstitutional by many scholars, were under discussion, a student
organization called SEALDs, which was mainly comprised of students from universities
located in Tokyo, organized protests every weekend near the National Diet successfully

attracting tens of thousands participants to join them in demanding the government to
shelve the bills.

Japan’s New Youth Social Movements occurred in a time when street politics are very active
worldwide (Occupy Wall Street, Jasmine revolution etc.) and in East Asia (Sunflower
movement in Taiwan and Umbrella movement in Hong Kong), but its theme are totally
about Japan’s specific issues. And different from Taiwan, Japan’s youth movements failed to
force the government to accept their demands. This study aims at exploring the factors that
structure the characteristics of Japan’s youth social movements through comparative study.
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