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Christianity that Messenger Muhammad Knew

o Arabia Region (Hijaz/Hejaz, mainly Makkah and Medinah)
o Polytheism, Jahiliyya (Ignorance)

o Byzantine Empire (Eastern Roman Empire) — Gassanid tribe ({iI3fffE EEE)
o In the south of Palestine
o The Monophysites

o Sasanian Empire — Lakhmid tribe (R FE [E)
o In Iraq
o The Nestorians

o Abyssinian Empire



Abyssinian Empire

o The South of the Arabia

o Himyarite
o Before 500CE - Judaism

o Around 525CE, Ethiopians (Abyssinian) invaded (Byzantines' support) —
Christianity established

o Probably Monophysites
o Christianity was there as late as 9" century
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Christianity in the East

o Creed of Nicaea [EFAE2E4L in 325CE
o Status of Christ (Christ in Trinity)

o Creed of Chalcedon 5z EHIEA in 451CE
o Two Natures in One Person (of Christ)

o Disagreement among Christians
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Main Groups of Eastern Christianity

1. The Orthodox/Chalcedonians, known as Melchites, al-Malkiyya (king), in the
Byzantine Empire

2.  The Nestorians (R Bl XK Z==%4), al-Nasturiyya, after the name of Nestorius (386-451CE),
Bishop of Constantinople 428-431CE) , in the Persian Empire

3. The Monophysites/Jacobites
Mainly in Syria (Syriac Orthodox)
And in Egypt (Coptic Orthodox)

Oriental Orthodox Churches =\= [EZ& (Eastern Orthodox Church)
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Did Messenger Muhammad Know Christianitye

o Definitely YES
o Christian Monk Bahira (talk later)

o His first wife, Khadijah, her relatives, Waraga ibn Nawfal and
Salman were Christians

o But how much did he know about Christianitye



Uncertain!

o The Arabic Bible was probably not yet existed

o The oldest Arabic translation of the Bible
o The Mt. Sinai Arabic Codex 151
o Dated 867 CE.



Messenger Muhammad

o Meeting with Christian Monk when he was 12
in Syria

o Bahira “looked at his (Messenger Muhammad)
back and saw between

his shoulders in the very place described in his book
(the Bible) (Sira p.80)"



The Life of Messenger Muhammad (PBUH/SAW)

o Take care by his uncle, Abu Talib, head of the relatively weak Makkan clan of
Hashim, a division of the dominant Quraysh tribe.

o Born 1n a noble tribe of Makkah in 570 CE. Meeting with Christian Monk
Bahira when he was 12



In Makkah/Mecca — Messenger Muhammad was
a preacher

o Marriage with Khadijah& {5}, a rich widow, when he was 25.

o Unlettered Messenger received Revelation in 610 (40 year old) on
Mount Hira (96:1-5).

o He proclaimed Islam publicly, beginning a period of intense
opposition in 613.



Emigratfion of Muslims to Abyssinia.

c614-15 CE, dispatched refugees two fimes
to Abyssinia since there was a serious
persecution of Muslims in Makkah

o Abyssinian King helped the persecuted
Muslims at that time and refused to deport
them to Quraysh tribe

o The first positive Christian-Muslim Relation



In Medina/Madinah — Messenger Muhammad
was a political leader

o The Hijra to Medina in 622 (the first year of Islamic calendar).
o Conquest of Makkah in 629/30
o Death of Messenger Muhammad in 632

o Four Rightly Guided Caliph 1E4705 EE 2% (/7T 632-661)
o Abu Baker (632-4) (2 yesrs only)
o ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab (634-44)
o ‘Uthman ibn ‘Affan (644-56)
o ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib (656-61)

o Except Abu Baker, all other caliphs were assassinated.



Expansion of Islamic Abode

o 632: Messenger Muhammad dies; a large part of Arabia is under Muslim
control or allied with Muslims

° 633-34: Muslims begin conquest of Iraq and Syria
o 638: Fall of Jerusalem to Muslims

o 649-50: Conquest of Persepolis, capital of Persis (Fars) and centre of
Zoroastrianism.

o 651: Complete Fall of Sassanid Empire to Muslims

o 711: Muslims begin conquest of Spain

o 732: Frank Christians (General Charles Martel) withstand the advance of
Muslims into France (Tours/Poitiers)

o The Civil War — ‘Abbasid Revolution overthrown Umayyad Empire (744-50)
o Umayyad in Spain (756 — 1031)



Briet History of Islam
o Pre-Islamic Period
o Messenger Muhammad 2B REF (A7T 570-632)
o Mecca (£l as Preacher
o Medina (211 80) as Political Leader

e Four Rightly Guided Caliph IE4EISE 3% (A7 632-661)
® Umayyad Empire 25552 T8 (27T661-750)
® Abbasid Empire P Er £ &R (27T 750-1258)






o (BEf2 L 5]/SE 27 E) The Ottoman Empire (1281-1924)

o Capture Constantinople (1453) and the whole of the Balkans
and Hungary (1526) — the end of Byzantine Empire

o Rule most of the North Africa and Middle Eastern regions
including Egypt, Syria, Lebanon, Jordan, Palestine and Iraq.

o (lE3FE8A) The Safavid Empire (1501-1732)

o Y11 Ik A Bl 4
o =¥, £ &8 Iranian Qajar dynasty (1794 to 1925)
o 2514 £ Ef Pahlavi dynasty (1925-1979)
o [slamic Republic of Iran (1979-)

o (2EA5E FF El)The Mughal Empire in India (1526-1858)

o Colonization from European Power (18-19" Century)
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Messenger Muhammad “after” Jesus?

o “But | tell you the fruth: It is for your good that |
am going away. Unless | go away, the Counselor
will not come to you; but if | go, | will send him to
you. When he comes, he will convict the world
of guilt in regard to sin and righteousness and
judgment: in regard to sin, because men do not
believe in me; in regard to righteousness,
because | am going to the Father, where you
can see me no longer; and in regard to
judgment, because the prince of this world now
stands condemned. (John 16:7-11)



o"...Jesus, the son of Mary said: 'O children of Israell | am the
apostle of Allah (sent) to you, confirming the Taurat (which
came) before me and giving glad tidings of a Messenger to
come after me, whose name shall be Ahmad' “ (Quran 61:6)

o Parakletos (counselor / comforter)

o Periklutos (the one to be praised)
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> Six Articles of Faith 12

1. One God fEE X H—
2. The Angels of God g K/

3. The Books of God, especially the
Qur'an {545 i

4. The Prophets of God, esp
Muhammad fn%%ﬂ(f*@%)

5. The Day of Judgment (or the After-
|Ife) (=RE AL

6. The Supremacy of God’s will (or
Predestination) {58 &

0| AP R R B A E B N —fin =72

> The Five Pillars .3}

l. %ﬁhodo: Profession of Faith
Salat: Daily Prayerté Ff
Zakat: Alms-giving K if
Siyam: Fastingzs ak

Haijj: Pilgrimage& #i

U



> One God E EJ&— (Tawhid) BL1={r—%& (Trinity)

o For Islam -
o Simplicity (Occam’s Razor Argument)
o Understandable

o For Christianity -
o Richness of God
o God in Relation

o Morlfj Dynamic in ferms of Involvement in Christian communities and the
wor



cThe Books of God

o For Islam
o The Holy Qur'an is the Verbatim of God's Speech

o Consistence, without any discrepancy are what
Muslims emphasize

o For Muslims in general, more focus on recital of the
Qur'an

o For Christianity

o The Holy Bible is the Testimony of Christ Event or
Salvation History

o Discrepancy reflects the Richness and Multi-
dimensional of Christ-ness and Traditions of Early
Christianity, e.g., Matthew - King; Mark- Servant;
Luke - Human; ?Tohn - God.

> More focus on understanding of the Bible



cThe Prophets

o For Islam

o Messenger Muhammad is the Seal of All Prophets (the Most Important
but the Last one)

> Human Only

o There is no such a thing called "Son of God" under the concept of
Tawhid

o For Christianity
o Jesus Christ is not "Just” a prophet but Son of God
o The Second Person of Trinity

o By status, He should compare with the Holy Qur'an (Incarnation vs.
Inlibration) instead of Prophet Muhammad

> No matter How Muslims "Respect” Jesus, they still distort or disgrace
our understanding of Jesus Christ



o The Day of Judgement

o Resurrection

o For Islam

o "Everyone” will resurrect at the end of the world including Jesus, since it is one of the
Islamic creeds (six articles of belief)

o For Christianity

o The Resurrection of Jesus Christ is "Special” as compare with the resurrection of
others

o MF15:20 HEE CAIESEMAENE ~ BURIE T 2 AWIPHIR T (so the Resurrection of Jesus
Christ is Cause and ours is the Consequence)

o The End of this femporal world, which is not eternal and the end of human suffering and
God (Justice, Judgment) returns finally!

o Paradise and Hell



oSupremacy of God’s will

o Creation-centered, not Evolution
o Sovereignty of God

> Human world needs God Guidance and humans cannot worship idols
(including wealth and power)

o What about Human nature under the will of God?



oSupremacy of God’s will - Human Nature

o For Islam
> No Original Sin
o Human Predicament - Forgetfulness of God

o Hadith: Every child is born according to fitra. Then its parents make it into a
Christian, a Jew, or a Zoroastrian

o Fitra: there is a human disposition to know God, the Tawhid

o For Christianity
o Original Sin - Separation between God and Humans
o Human Inability (Lutheran tradition) o know God, Grace-oriented



Finally ...Please Remember

o Most Muslims they don't like to hear that Islam is a copy
or mixture of Judaism or Christianity

oFor them, Islam is a primordial religion (JR#)5%#) starting
from the first contact or covenant between God and
human (i.e. Adam or Abraham as many say Abrahamic
Faith)



