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Background

 Cantonese is spoken by 90% of the population in 

Hong Kong. 

 Proficiency in Cantonese is definitely a plus in 

study, career and social life.

 Despite the increased intake of non-Cantonese 

students in EdUHK (mainly from Mainland China), 

Cantonese learning resources are limited.

 Can we create an online platform that is 

informative, practical, and easy to follow?



Cantonese Learning Difficulties

 Not many textbooks are available on the market.

 Cantonese has no official romanization system 

like Pinyin.

 Textbooks seldom show learning tips for 

Putonghua speakers and learners.

 Cantonese dictionaries do not contain common 
Chinese terms, such as 大學 or 機場. 

 Native speakers in Hong Kong are not necessarily 

familiar with the Cantonese sound system.



Objective of Our TDG Project

 To create an online Cantonese learning program 

to help learners to

(1) learn the Cantonese sound system

(2) read Cantonese words with the help of

Jyutping (粵拼 /Cantonese Romanization)

(3) familiarize themselves with common

phrases used in various situations



Features of this Platform

 Bilingual instruction (Chinese and English).

 Jyutping romanization

 Learning tips for Putonghua speakers and learners

 Short dialogues

 Visualized Cantonese tones

 Dictionary with common vocabulary

An ‘All-in-One’ learning program!



Learning Process 

Elementary level

Cantonese sounds

Basic conversation

Simple vocabulary

Simple grammar

Intermediate level

Simple conversation

Intermediate vocabulary

Intermediate grammar

Advanced level

Native-like conversation

Advanced vocabulary

Advanced grammar

溝通完全冇問題!!!

識講好多嘢!!

識講少少!

What our Platform 
covers



Potential users of this Platform

 Mainland students in each program

 International students (mostly exchange)

 Undergraduate students taking CLE courses, such 
as CLE1197 (初級廣州話一), CLE1199 (初級廣州話
二) CLE1194, 1198 (Survival Cantonese I), CLE1200 

(Survival Cantonese II)

 Local South Asian students

 Non-Cantonese speaking staff



Let’s check it out!

EdUHK Cantonese Self-learning Online Website

http://corpus.eduhk.hk/Cantonese



Description of Cantonese Sounds 

and Tones

 Initials (consonants)

 Finals (vowels + ending consonants)

 Tones

 Instruction

Read the description of sounds

 Listen to the recordings

 Imitate the sounds



Initials / 聲母



Finals /韻母



Tones / 聲調



Putonghua speakers’ learning process

 No need to learn Chinese characters.

 No need to learn common vocabulary.

 They often want to generalize the corresponding 

rules, which unfortunately don’t always work!

 We can offer more accurate learning tips for 

them!



Putonghua Initial Cantonese Initial

小 xiao siu

笑 xiao siu

校 xiao siu? haau

Putonghua Final Cantonese Final

報 bao bou

煲 bao bou

包 bao bou? baau

Putonghua Tone Cantonese Tone

打 3 2

馬 3 2?      5

傻 3 2?      4

➡Our cross-reference charts give you more

information! Let’s try.



Putonghua-Cantonese Initial 

Corresponding Charts / 普粵聲母對照表



Putonghua “j” = Cantonese “?”

 Common corresponding sounds in Cantonese 

are highlighted in yellow.



Putonghua-Cantonese Final 

Corresponding Charts / 普粵韻母對照表



Putonghua-Cantonese Tone 

Corresponding Charts / 普粵聲調對照表



Tone Visualizer / 聲調五線譜

 Our Tone Visualizer will make tones ‘visible’. 

 You can sing the melody of tones like a song.



Short dialogues for speaking and 
listening practice / 對話



Situational & functional themes

 數字篇 Numbers

 自我介紹篇 Self-introduction

 去哪裡篇 Where are you going?

 日常招呼篇 Greetings

 禮貌用語篇 Polite expressions

 電話篇 Telephone calls

 餐廳篇 Eating out

 問路篇 Asking ways

 圖書館篇 At Library

 購物篇 Shopping

 醫生篇 At Clinic



Do you know how easy or difficult 

the Cantonese numerical system is?

 12:00 (12 dim)

12:10 (12 dim 2)

12:40 (12 dim 8)

12:30 (12 dim bun)

 $10    (10 man)

$10.2 (10 go 2)

$10.5 (10 go 0 5)

$1.5   (go bun)

$2 (loeng man)

 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, …

 Mon, Tue, Wed…

Laibaai (禮拜) + 1, 2, 3…

 Jan, Feb, Mar…

1, 2, 3 + jyut (月)

These can be

learned in the short

dialogues!



Dictionary / 辭典

 Our Dictionary has a search engine function.

 You can search words like:

Common vocabulary (including loanwords)

Place names (countries, provinces, cities)

Tourist spots in Hong Kong

Railway stations

Names of universities

Names of well-known companies and 

governmental organizations



How do we use the Dictionary?

 Just type in keywords using Chinese characters 

(simplified or traditional), Pinyin, Jyutping or 

English.

 For instance: 雞蛋, 鸡蛋, jidan, gai daan, egg



The result of ‘egg’

 Try some other keywords!



Application of the Dictionary (1)

 You can generate your own exercise with our 
Dictionary.

 Key in the sound features you want to practice and 
you will get words with such sound features.

 For instance,
 words that contain initials “gw” and “z” → put “gw,  z”

 words that contain the final “aap” → put “aap”

 words that have tone 4 and tone 6 → put “4,  6”



Words with “gw” and “z”



Application of the Dictionary (2)

 After searching one word, you can copy and 

paste the result to the Tone Visualizer to see 

the melody line of the tones.



In the future, …

 Advanced dialogues will be incorporated.

 There will be updates from time to time.

 The Platform can be found at: 

http://corpus.eduhk.hk/Cantonese 

Happy Learning!


