
C U LT I V AT I N G  E N G L I S H  
C R E AT I V E  W R I T I N G  I N  

H K I E D  

N I C H O L A S  W O N G  

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  L I T E R A T U R E  A N D  C U L T U R A L  S T U D I E S  



1. About myself 

2. Student composition in Creative Writing course 

3. Literary significance of founding the journal 

4. How did the journal come to life? 

5. http://reading.redreview.space/ (r.ed review) 

6. The journal’s twin: an online learning platform 

 

http://reading.redreview.space/
http://reading.redreview.space/


STRUCTURE OF R.ED 

1. Poetry 

2. Short prose 

3. Umbrella writings 

4. Interview 

5. Book reviews 

 

 

 



WHAT DID STUDENTS LEARN IN THIS 
PROJECT? 

1. Editorial experience (copy-editing, evaluating the literary merits of each ‘submission’, 

reading aloud of creative works, interviewing skills, book reviewing strategies) 

2. Inclusion of audio files of selected creative works 

3. Reflection on personal contribution (written and spoken works) with the help of 

language coaches and copy-editors 

4. Paratextual elements (marketing and promotion on the journal’s FB page) 

 



INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL 
VALIDATIONS 

• Students’ evaluation:  

Student A has highlighted the contribution to the journal as a form of learning outside 

conventional classroom: “Another prominent thing I learn is to always be grateful and 

appreciative for what we encounter and who we work with. In this project, out founder 

and also teacher, Nic, has been very supportive and amiable to us. He has always allowed 

us freedom and flexibility that have enabled us to try thinking (and writing) out of the 

box, which is exactly what university students should be doing…” 

 



STUDENTS’ EVALUATION (CONT’D) 

Student B has highlighted the issue of identity as a writer writing in English through her 

participation in the making of the journal: “Echoing what the foreword which is gracefully 

written by Tammy, I won’t forget where I start my journey of English [creative] writing… 

and I am sure everyone of us will go farther and brighter with our love for [the] art of 

writing and sensitivity to the world.” 

 



STUDENTS’ EVALUATION (CONT’D) 

• Student C has highlighted the expansion of his intellectual exchange in this project: “… 

because of the challenging nature, I am able to learn and do things I have not done 

before… as I have to critically read and analyse the texts in order to write reviews for 

them. This opportunity allows me to attempt a different form of writing apart form 

course work essays… Also, we are able to have our writings previewed and read by a 

professional writer before it is submitted to the journal. The process prompts me to 

exchange ideas and communicate with the professionals in the field. Their comments 

and assistance enriched my [writing] and learning.” 

 



INTERNAL EVALUATION 

• “The first thing to say about R.Ed is that it is a beautifully crafted and stylish online journal. 

This aesthetic aspect is important as the journal is designed to invite a form of exploratory 

engagement and offers a desirable platform for students to disseminate and exchange 

creative work and ideas. I have no doubt that students will be keen for their work to appear 

in this context and the journal is thus valuable primarily as a motivational tool. Secondly, 

the journal will allow for the creation not only of an active online community of emerging 

student writers but equally an archive of creative literary development here at HKIEd that 

will be accessible for posterity. In other words, it is useful as a means of bringing students 

together in a collaborative working capacity in the present but it will be equally useful as a 

means of connecting the innovations of students, past and future.” 

•   

 



EXTERNAL EVALUATION (DEPARTMENT 
OF ENGLISH, HKBU) 

• “But writers, beginning or established, are not the only ones who benefit from a new 

literary journal. The locale with which the publication is affiliated also gains from r.ed, 

which gathers creative works of emerging writers from the Hong Kong Institute of 

Education, reminds us that there is still room and need for literature in this city, despite 

neglect, despite indifference, despite censorship… Already in its beautifully designed 

inaugural issue, it is clear that r.ed is bold linguistic, creative and political statement…” 



WHAT DID THE STUDENTS LEARN 
BEYOND THE PROJECT? 

• “Our Future Voices” at the Hong Kong International Literary Festival 

(http://www.festival.org.hk/program/our-future-voices/)  
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T H E  P R O G R A M  

Students from HKBU, CITYU HK, 

HKU, CUHK AND HKIED joined 

and gave the first-and-ever 

reading.  



R A I N B O W  M A  



J A N I S  C H E A  



S H I R L E Y  L E U N G  



J E R E M Y  N G  



M A R I A  M A L I K  



T I F FA N Y  L I  



E V E R YO N E  



FURTHER POTENTIAL OF R.ED 

1. Class materials for courses, such as Lits in English III: Poetry, Readings of New 

Literatures in English, among others 

2. Contribute to the Hong Kong studies, and the postcolonial condition of the city 

3. Serve as workshop materials for future offering of Creative Writing 


