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Foci of Sharing  

 Defining my philosophy of the totality principle 

grounded on learner-centeredness 

 application of my philosophy aiming at long-term 

impact on current and future educators to guide me in 

designing courses/programs with learner needs as the 

basis for considering appropriate pedagogies and 

classroom protocol across myriad learning contexts 

including supervision of field experiences and 

research students 



A Philosophy for Teaching

 Teaching excellence should go beyond its arts 

(pedagogies/techniques) and science (knowledge/skills). 

My philosophy is termed as the totality principle, which I 

define as learner-centeredness in every aspect of 

teaching (Figure 1). 

My ultimate goal is to help school personnel to develop a 

mission of making positive impact on future generations

Making positive lifelong impact on student personal and 

professional growth is the ultimate outcome 

 This principle thus applies to all disciplines, even 

though each discipline has its own overarching goal 

together with the acquisition of discipline-specific 

knowledge and skills. 



Figure 1 Learner-Centered Constructs within Totality Principle 

Learning Design

Delivery & Assessment

Advocacy

• learning outcomes aiming at 
lifelong impact

• assessment tasks permitting 
accommodation

• maximizing in- and outside-class 
learning modes 

• genuine passion/belief for value 
development

• individualized assignment modes 
as needed

• role modeling and 
genuineness via learner and 
community advocacy



 Improving our identification & support 

services with expert help to reduce ‘silent’ 

or ‘oblivious’ cases

 Understanding students’ right to an 

appropriate education to allow them to 

maximize their learning potentials without 

disadvantaging or advantaging them
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What about cases undiscovered?



Let’s take lifelong 

inclusivity as our goal and 

join hands to support our 

students


