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Summary of the key points of each Chapter (prepared by Pauline Lee)

1. Non-conformity " FEERZEF |

As a disciple, we need to be holy by not conforming to the world. We have to resist 4
secular trends.

First is to stand up for the uniqueness of Christ.

Second is to develop the lifestyle of simplicity, generosity and contentment without
being preoccupied with material things.

Third is to maintain the moral standard of our living according to the biblical
principles.

The last is to love others by sacrificing self to serve others without overvaluing the
importance of self.

2. Christlikeness "{&EE |
We have to live like Christ in 5 areas: incarnation, service, love, endurance and
mission. It is important to put God’s teaching in practice. Suffering can be used by God
to make us like Him, and through Holy Spirit, we are enabled to fulfill His purpose.

3. Maturity " &R

We need to build a mature relationship with God in which we worship, trust, love and
obey him. Having a clear and true vision of Jesus Christ helps us to develop spiritual
maturity in depth. Jesus is Lord of creation, Lord of church, and reflecting the fullness
of God.

4. Creation Care "SEHEY) , :

We need to take care of our environment and the creatures because it is an
expression of our love for the Creator. Each of us has the responsibility to solve the
problem of the ecological crisis.

5. Simplicity " f§E% |
For us to receive new life from Christ, we have a duty to develop a new lifestyle,
which is a just and simple lifestyle, and it helps us to act as good witness to the
unevangelized World. With this simple lifestyle, we can contribute generously to the
poor and needy, in church and to the Third World. We should also actively participate
to create a just and responsible society, such as assisting in the human development
project.



6. Balance "5 |

We always need to remember who we are. Our identity as a disciple of Christ, and we
carry 6 duties.

As newborn babies we need to grow in knowledge, holiness, faith, love, and hope. To
achieve this, daily disciplined feeding is essential.

As living stones, we belong to one another and thus need to love and support one
another. Here it emphasizes the fellowship in church community.

As holy priests, we need to worship by offering God the spiritual sacrifices of our
praise.

As God’s people, we cannot just keep the blessings to ourselves, but to witness to the
lost and the lonely world.

As foreigners and exiles on earth, we need to abstain from sinful desires. Remember
our primary citizenship is heavenly and is called to holiness.

As servants of God, we need to fulfill the duties according to our heavenly citizenship.
We need to live as God’s slaves and to show proper respect to everyone. We need to
have a correct attitude on money and possessions, tragedy and suffering, temptation
and sin, as such things are temporary. We must live a holy life in preparation for
seeing God in eternity.

7. Dependence " f&§g |
We all need to be dependent on the love, care, and protection of others from time to
time in life. It is part of the design God intended to create. Through the process, we
learn to be humble.

8. Death "3ET |

To live a life of true fulfillment, we must put all evil to death. It includes death to sin
through salvation, death to self in discipleship, death to ambition in cross-cultural
mission, death to security in persecution and martyrdom, and death to this world as
we prepare for our final destiny.
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Chapter 6 “Balance” Pauline
In this chapter “Balance” in the Radical Disciple, John Scott reminds us that we always need
to remember who we are. We have a special identity as a disciple of Christ. With this, we

carry six duties.

As newborn babies, we need to grow in knowledge, holiness, faith, love, and hope. To
achieve this, daily disciplined feeding is essential.

As living stones, we belong to one another and thus need to love and support one another.
Here it emphasizes the fellowship in church community.

As holy priests, we need to worship by offering God the spiritual sacrifices of our praise.

As God’s people, we cannot just keep the blessings to ourselves, but to witness to the lost
and the lonely world.

As foreigners and exiles on earth, we need to abstain from sinful desires. Remember our
primary citizenship is heavenly and is called to holiness.



As servants of God, we need to fulfill the duties according to our heavenly citizenship. We

must live a holy life in preparation for seeing God in heaven.

Thanks for John’s wonderful reminder, it is important that we need to fulfil each duty in a

balance, targeting with God as well as targeting with people, without neglecting any single
part.

When reflecting my past practice, | found that | used to have put more emphasis on building
relationship with God in a more personal level, through bible reading, praying and attending
church service. However even in doing so, | think | should have taken it more seriously, by
putting it in the highest priority, in a regular and disciplined way.

In the area of caring for others, | thought | have done it quite nicely, but now I realize that
my care is mainly shown among my circle of friends and families which is within my comfort
zone. How much | have been giving out oftentimes depended on my preference and how
much time and energy | have left.

However, as a radical disciple, our love and support to others should be carried in a much
broader level. Not only to love our friends and families, but also to people in church, to our
neighbors, to people in the community, to the Third World people; to people who are
different and unlovable. We should also love them in a deeper level. We should care about
them all rounded, in spiritual life, physical, psychological and social well-being. We should be
more willing to sacrifice what we view as important and comforting when caring for them,
through practical support as well as prayers.

From the other chapters of the book, the more profound area to me is to develop a lifestyle
of simplicity, generosity and contentment without being preoccupied with material things.
This allows us more time, energy, and money to contribute to the needy, and act as good
witness to the unevangelized World. The idea of care of our environment and the creatures
is also something that | want to pay more attention to, because it is an expression of love to
our Lord.

| can’t agree more with John’s saying that when we always remember our identity, as a
disciple, a servant, a slave of God; when we have a clear vision of God, the Head of church,
Creator of the Universe; when we always remember our life in this world is short and
temporary; when we always remember our final destiny is at the eternity, it helps us to
become a wholehearted follower of Jesus Christ, to develop spiritual maturity in depth, and
to live a life in full fulfillment.

This is a life-long learning and practicing process. May our Heavenly Father grant us Holy
Spirit to make us like Him, our Christ. Amen.
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