Report of the 4™ Symposium of Trilingualism-in-China
Project Held on 8"™-9™ March 2013 in Sichuan, China

Introduction

The 4™ Symposium of the Trilingualism-in-China Project was held as scheduled on 8™-9™
March 2013. The traditional two-day symposium was divided into four forums as listed in
Appendix 1 and hosted by two tertiary institutions in Sichuan, namely the Sichuan Normal
University in Chengdu and Aba Teachers College in Wenchuan County. This report gives a
brief summary of the symposium, its presentations and activities, and of the next steps to be

taken in the coming two years or so.

Brief Summary of the Forums and Activities

The organization of the symposium was thorough and thoughtful. Despite some last-minute
cancellations and changes, the host Sichuan Normal University produced a meticulous and
accurate programme handbook (see Appendix 1) listing all presentations and activities of
the symposium. Presentations were given according to the themes of the four forums. In all
forums, general papers usually given by forum chairs to provide a conceptual framework or
model were followed by case studies in specific regions or schools. All participants we
talked to felt encouraged and inspired by the presentations showing depth and breadth of
the work and investigations carried out. Efforts were made not only in curriculum planning,
trilingual model development, trilingual database establishment at primary and secondary
levels, but also in trilingual teacher training at the tertiary level. It was evident that research
in trilingualism and trilingual education has drawn increasing attention of key stakeholders
in minority education. With the increase of publications innovative in approaches, rich in
information, critical in analysis, and diverse in orientation, we confidently predict that our
work in trilingualism research will have a major impact on minority education in general

and trilingual provision for minority students in particular.

We have saved PPTs of all the presentations most of which will soon be summarized and

published in the form of briefing papers on the project website. These papers should be
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particularly useful for those project members who missed the symposium, The research
tools and some papers with a focus on methodology and theoretical underpinnings will be

reformatted to be published as technical papers on the website too.

Also worth mentioning is the organization of the symposium. The host institutions, Sichuan
Normal University and Aba Teachers College, made tremendous efforts to ensure success
of the symposium and to maximize convenience of our stay. Well-planned dinner parties in
Chengdu and Shuimo provided all participants with good opportunities for socializing and
networking; opening ceremonies on 8™ and 9" March on both campuses were appropriate
and memorable; arrangements made to facilitate traveling between Chengdu and Shuimou
were meticulous. For all these, we thank the hosts sincerely. However, it was strongly felt
by many organizers and participants that the traditional two-day symposium was too short
for participants to engage in other meaningful activities such as visits to and observation of
local trilingual schools or classes and cultural tours. There was consensus that we should
make future symposia three-day events (There is a fairly comprehensive report in Chinese
(see Appendix 2, accessible online at http://news.sicnu.edu.cn/?act=view&contentld=2763)

on the News website of Sichuan Normal University).

What’s Next?
Before and during the symposium, we shared ideas for future research and discussed plans
for the coming symposia and dissemination of research findings. The following decisions

were tentatively made:

1. Research Design
As Phase 2 of our project is more action-oriented, to experiment with and promote
strong models, to influence policy making and curriculum planning, and to facilitate
effective trilingual education, research studies could vary hugely from one region to
another. It could be a single experimental study in a specific school; it could be trial
and error procedural tests to measure effectiveness of different formulas of L1, L2
and L3 allocation in a trilingual teacher training programme; it may be case studies
to investigate how trilingual/multilingual individuals negotiate their identities and
positioning in the society; it may also be exploration to revitalise an endangered L1

in trilingual education. Because of the diversity, no attempts will be made to design
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generic research tools as those we did for Phase 1. Each team is therefore expected

to work out its own research design and tools to measure effectiveness.

Although research designs can be diverse, conceptual frameworks we discussed at
the symposia and theoretical models developed internationally should be referred to
in our research work. It is theory-informed research that is most likely to produce

the desired impact on trilingual education in China.

Coming Symposia

We have already made plans to organise two more symposia in the coming two

years. Please keep the following days free in your diary if you wish to attend them:

a) The next event will be hosted by Yanbian University in Yanji, the capital of the
Yanbian Korean Autonomous Prefecture where strong models of trilingual and
multilingual education have been the norm for decades. The event will take
place on 31% October — 2" November 2013 (three-day event). The title of the
event is tentatively proposed to be ‘Special Forum for Promoting Strong Models
of Trilingual Education in China: Theory, Policy and Practice’. (All these
details are to be confirmed very soon)

b) InJune 2014, we have made plans to hold our 5™ Symposium in two cities,
Lanzhou and Xining, with two days in each and one day for travel between the

two cities (five-day event). Details to be confirmed later.

Dissemination of Research Findings

We have planned and have been engaged in two major types of publications: one in
English with the intention to produce the maximal international impact of our work
on trilingualism and trilingual education; the other in Chinese to create the national
impact on policy, curriculum and practice in trilingual education. More specifically,

we have the following in the pipeline:

Publications in English:

a) Phase 1 Book (work in progress). We are finalizing the edited book for Phase 1.
We hope that the book will be published at the end of the year. We have signed a
contract with Springer, a prestigious international publisher.



b) Special Edition of a high-ranking international journal for Phase 2 research. We
have started to negotiate with a major international journal. We will soon put out a
call for papers around all the project members and the participants in the symposium
and select the most representative papers for this Special Edition.

c) We are editing a series of Briefing Papers (work in progress). We will take
PPTs from Chengdu and convert them into short papers. The Briefing Paper will be
sent to the PPT author for approval and it will be published under the name of the
author. The Briefing Papers will be published as a PDF on our website and will be
available for download. (This will take our RA, Helen, 2-3 months to organize.)

d) We are working on a series of Technical Papers that introduce the various
methodological instruments used in the project. The Technical Papers will also be
published as a PDF on our website and will be available for download.

e) We have already published and will continue to publish in this area in high-impact
journals, handbooks and encyclopaedia edited by world-leading scholars.

f) We are also happy to co-author papers with project members to be published in
international journals.

Publications in Chinese

a) Phase 2 Book (proposed work to be confirmed). A trilingual education book to
be edited by Prof Liu Chengyu, Prof Yuan Yichuan and Prof Zhang Zhenai.

b) Special Column (proposed work to be confirmed) on trilingual education in
Journal of Sichuan Normal University to be led by Prof Kong Lingcui.

c) And more ...

We would welcome ideas for further publications. Also, as mentioned in the Symposium,
please remember to incorporate the acknowledgement to HK GRF in your work and to
inform us of any such publications (including conference papers, keynotes, invited lectures,
book chapters, journal articles, newspaper articles, weblogs, etc.) for inclusion in our
database. This is very important, particularly from the point of view of bidding for future
funding.

We hope the above reflects accurately what we did in the symposium and what we plan to do
next. We welcome comments from you all.

This document will be translated into Chinese and uploaded onto our website once it is
finalized.

Anwei and Bob
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