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Course Outline


Part I

	Programme Title: 
	Master of Science in Education Policy and Management (教育政策與管理學理學碩士)

	Programme QF Level:
	6

	Course Title:
	[bookmark: _Toc1998964169]Independent project for research in education policy and management

	Course Code:
	EDA6168 

	Department/Unit:
	Department of Education Policy and Leadership (EPL)

	Credit Points:
	3

	Contact Hours:
	39

	Pre-requisite(s):
	Completed the course “Research methods for data-driven decision-making in education policy and management”

	Medium of Instruction:
	English

	Course Level:
	6



_____________________________________________________________________
Part II

The University’s Graduate Attributes and seven Generic Intended Learning Outcomes (GILOs) represent the attributes of ideal EdUHK graduates and their expected qualities respectively. Learning outcomes work coherently at the University (GILOs), programme (Programme Intended Learning Outcomes) and course (Course Intended Learning Outcomes) levels to achieve the goal of nurturing students with important graduate attributes. 

In gist, the Graduate Attributes for Sub-degree, Undergraduate, Taught Postgraduate, Professional Doctorate and Research Postgraduate students consist of the following three domains (i.e. in short “PEER & I”):
· Professional Excellence;
· Ethical Responsibility; &
· Innovation.

The descriptors under these three domains are different for the three groups of students in order to reflect the respective level of Graduate Attributes.

The seven GILOs are:
	1. 	Problem Solving Skills

	2. 	Critical Thinking Skills

	3. 	Creative Thinking Skills

	4a.	Oral Communication Skills

	4b.	Written Communication Skills

	5. 	Social Interaction Skills

	6. 	Ethical Decision Making

	7. 	Global Perspectives


 
1. Course Synopsis
This independent project course allows students to design and develop a comprehensive research proposal focused on critical issues in education policy and management. Through the project, students will apply concepts and theories in the field of education policy and management to identify a research problem, conduct a literature review, and formulate research questions, methodology, and a project plan. The course emphasises independent inquiry, critical thinking, and academic writing while providing mentorship from faculty advisors. Faculty advisors will provide tailored guidance throughout the research design process, ensuring theoretical robustness while encouraging innovative approaches to president challenges in education systems.

2. Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOs)
Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:
CILO1	Identify and refine a research problem relevant to contemporary issues in education policy and management
CILO2	Search and synthetize literature to situate research within existing scholarship systematically
CILO3	Design a scientific, rigorous, and feasible research project by justifying methodological choices and addressing ethical consideration
CILO4	Demonstrate competence to present and write academic proposal and reports

3. Content, CILOs and Teaching & Learning Activities 
	Course Content 
	CILOs 
	Suggested Teaching & Learning Activities

	Identify timely research program and ask significant research questions
	CILO1
	· Individual supervision
· Multimedia resource
· Discussion
· Independent learning – library and media search
· Reading lecture notes and key references
· Individual project


	Efficiently search, read, and synthesize literature to develop research framework
	CILO2
	

	Design a scientific, rigorous, and feasible research project to advance theories or inform practices of education policy and management
	CILO2,3
	

	Present research ideas, questions, and designs in a clear, coherent, and academically rigorous manner
	CILO4
	




4. Assessment

	Assessment Tasks 
	Weighting (%)
	CILO

	(a) Research proposal:
Students will develop a research proposal related to education policy and management (3000-5000 words). The proposal will include a clearly defined research question, a comprehensive literature review of the identified topic, and a detailed plan for data collection and analysis.
	70%
	CILO1,2,3,4

	(b) Presentation:
Students will defend their proposal in a 15-minute presentation, followed by a 10-minute Q&A with the committee. The defence should cover the research question, theoretical framework, methodology, and anticipated contributions to the theories and/or practices of education policy and management.
	30%
	CILO1,2,3,4




5. Use of Generative AI in Course Assessments
Please select one option only that applies to this course:

 Not Permitted: In this course, the use of generative AI tools is not allowed for any assessment tasks.

 Permitted: In this course, generative AI tools may be used in some or all assessment tasks. Instructors will provide specific instructions, including any restrictions or additional requirements (e.g., proper acknowledgment, reflective reports), during the first lesson and in relevant assessment briefs.


6. Required Text(s)
Bojana, P., & Montserrat, C. (2024). The thesis writing journeys of bachelor's and master's students: A transnational European perspective. Channel View Publications
Cooly, L., & Lewkowicz, J. (2003). Dissertation writing in practice: Turning ideas into text. Hong Kong University Press.
Denicolo, P. & Becker, L. (2012). Developing research proposals. Sage

7. Recommended Readings
Babbie, E. R. (2021). The practice of social research. Cengage.
Bell, J., & Waters, S. (2018). Doing your research project: A guide for first-time researchers. McGraw-Hill Education
Boland, A., Cherry, M. G., & Dickson, R. (Eds.) (2017). Doing a systematic review: A student's guide. Sage
Creswell, J. W., & Poth, C. N. (2025). Qualitative inquiry & research design: Choosing among five approaches. Sage
Greetham, B. (2020). How to write your literature review. Macmillan Education UK
Hempel, S. (2020). Conducting your literature review. American Psychological Assocation.
Paprica, P. A. (2024). Research project management and leadership: A handbook for everyone. University of Tornoto Press
Starks, D., & Robertson, M. J. (2023). 50 things to think about when writing a thesis: Paving your own path to submission. Taylor & Francis
Timulak, L., & Creaner, M. (2022). Essentials of qualitative meta-analysis. American Psychological Association
Townsend, K., & Saunders, M. N. (2024). How to keep your research project on track: Insights from when things go wrong. Edward Elgar Publishing Limited

8. Related Web Resources
Research Ethics and Integrity 
https://www.eduhk.hk/fehd/en/research.php?s=doctoral_resources 
 
9. Related Journals 
International Journal of Social Research Methodology
International Journal of Research & Method in Education
Research Synthesis Methods
Behavior Research Methods
International Journal of Evaluation and Research in Education
Qualitative Research
Qualitative Inquiry
International Journal Qualitative Methods
Qualitative Research Journal
The Qualitative Report

10. Academic Honesty
The University upholds the principles of honesty in all areas of academic work. We 
expect our students to carry out all academic activities honestly and in good faith.  Please refer to the Policy on Academic Honesty, Responsibility and Integrity (https://www.eduhk.hk/re/uploads/docs/000000000016336798924548BbN5).  Students should familiarize themselves with the Policy.


11. Others
Nil

