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Part I

	Programme Title: 
	Master of Science in Education Policy and Management (教育政策與管理學理學碩士)

	Programme QF Level:
	6

	Course Title:
	[bookmark: _Toc1684059362]Emerging technologies, ethics, and governance in education 

	Course Code:
	EDA6164

	Department/Unit:
	Department of Education Policy and Leadership (EPL)

	Credit Points:
	3

	Contact Hours:
	39

	Pre-requisite(s):
	Nil 

	Medium of Instruction:
	English

	Course Level:
	6



_____________________________________________________________________
Part II

The University’s Graduate Attributes and seven Generic Intended Learning Outcomes (GILOs) represent the attributes of ideal EdUHK graduates and their expected qualities respectively. Learning outcomes work coherently at the University (GILOs), programme (Programme Intended Learning Outcomes) and course (Course Intended Learning Outcomes) levels to achieve the goal of nurturing students with important graduate attributes. 

In gist, the Graduate Attributes for Sub-degree, Undergraduate, Taught Postgraduate, Professional Doctorate and Research Postgraduate students consist of the following three domains (i.e. in short “PEER & I”):
· Professional Excellence;
· Ethical Responsibility; &
· Innovation.

The descriptors under these three domains are different for the three groups of students in order to reflect the respective level of Graduate Attributes.

The seven GILOs are:
	1. 	Problem Solving Skills

	2. 	Critical Thinking Skills

	3. 	Creative Thinking Skills

	4a.	Oral Communication Skills

	4b.	Written Communication Skills

	5. 	Social Interaction Skills

	6. 	Ethical Decision Making

	7. 	Global Perspectives


 
1. Course Synopsis
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]This course explores the ethical implications of emerging technologies in education, empowering students to critically analyse their impact and propose responsible solutions for governance. While acknowledging the opportunities brought by these technologies, issues such as data privacy, algorithmic bias, digital equity, human emotion, and erosion of trust and accountability require careful consideration to ensure the responsible and equitable implementation of technology in education. This course prepares participants to lead responsibly in the evolving landscape of educational technology. By the end of this course, students will have a deeper understanding of the complexities of emerging technologies in education and will be equipped with the tools to critically evaluate and navigate their ethical and governance implications in real-world contexts. 
2. Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOs)
Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:
CILO1	Identify emerging technologies in education, including their application, trends, and potential to transform learning environments 
CILO2	Critically analyse the ethical implications of emerging technologies in education, including issues around trust, algorithmic bias, and data privacy 
CILO3	Formulate actionable recommendations or solutions into how emerging technologies can be better regulated and governed in educational contexts
CILO4	Develop leadership by navigating the governance and ethical complexities of emerging technologies in real-world educational contexts

3. Content, CILOs and Teaching & Learning Activities 
	Course Content 
	CILOs 
	Suggested Teaching & Learning Activities

	(1) Introduction to emerging technologies in education 
The course begins with an introduction to emerging technologies in education, such as their types, trends and diverse applications in the educational context. Students will critically evaluate the opportunities and the unintended consequences for their use in education. 
	CILO1,2
	Lectures: introducing key concepts related to the course

Student pitch: students present new technology use in education and share their analysis

Case studies: discussing and evaluating case studies of real-world application of emerging technologies in education 

Student participation and contribution via e-learning tools, such as Padlet, Kahoot and Mentimeter. 

Debates and collaborative group work: student forming teams to debate the ethical implications of technology use


	(2) Ethical dimensions and implications of education technologies (EdTech) 
The course then guides students to examine the ethical dimensions and implications of education technologies. Foundational ethical principles and frameworks in EdTech will be introduced, alongside the different lenses used to analyse technoethics (e.g., instrumental, sociomaterial and existential).
	CILO2 
	

	(3) Governance of emerging technologies in education 
This course also investigates the critical relationship between ethics and governance in regulating EdTech. Students will learn to assess challenges in regulating/governing emerging technologies, and analyse real-world examples of both successful and ineffective governance practices in EdTech.
	CILO3 
	

	(4) Leadership and advocacy in EdTech ethics
The course addresses leadership and advocacy in EdTech ethics, equipping students with strategies to lead discussions and debates on the responsible application of emerging technologies in education. Strategies for fostering equity, inclusion, and accountability in technology use will be discussed and practiced in course. 
	CILO1,2,3,4
	






4. Assessment

	Assessment Tasks 
	Weighting (%)
	CILO

	(a) Individual pitch: new EdTech platform 
Students will research and present a new technology platform or tool available for use in education. The 15 minutes presentations should include visual examples or demonstrations of the technology where possible, explain its strengths, limitations, and potential ethical implications.
	25%
	CILO1,2

	(b) Team debate: Ethical dilemmas in EdTech use 
Students will work in teams to debate a controversial ethical issue related to emerging technologies in education. This team activity will be assessed based on the team’s ability to collaboratively develop evidence-based arguments, think critically, and respond persuasively in relation to EdTech ethics.
	25%
	CILO2,3

	(c) The individual digital educational video
Students will create a 10-minute educational video analysing a real-world application of an emerging technology in education. The video should describe the technology’s purpose and use, highlight its potential impact, and identify key ethical challenges such as privacy, equity, or bias. Students will also propose actionable recommendations or a code of ethics to ensure its responsible implementation. 
	50%
	CILO1,2,3,4




5. Use of Generative AI in Course Assessments
Please select one option only that applies to this course:

 Not Permitted: In this course, the use of generative AI tools is not allowed for any assessment tasks.

 Permitted: In this course, generative AI tools may be used in some or all assessment tasks. Instructors will provide specific instructions, including any restrictions or additional requirements (e.g., proper acknowledgment, reflective reports), during the first lesson and in relevant assessment briefs.


6. Required Text(s)
Adams, C., & Groten, S. (2023). A TechnoEthical framework for teachers. Learning, Media and Technology, 49(4), 1-18. https://doi.org/10.1080/17439884.2023.2280058 

Hagendorff, T. (2020). The ethics of AI ethics: An evaluation of guidelines. Minds and Machines, 30(1), 99-120. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11023-020-09517-8  

Nguyen, A., Ngo, H. N., Hong, Y., Dang, B., & Nguyen, B.-P. T. (2023). Ethical principles for artificial intelligence in education. Education and Information Technologies, 28(4), 4221-4241. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10639-022-11316-w

7. Recommended Readings

Burema, D. (2025). The challenges of being an in-house AI ethicist and how to overcome them. Journal of Responsible Innovation, 12(1), Article 2445322. https://doi.org/10.1080/23299460.2024.2445322

Eaton, S. E. (2023). Postplagiarism: Transdisciplinary ethics and integrity in the age of artificial intelligence and neurotechnology. International Journal for Educational Integrity, 19(1). https://doi.org/10.1007/s40979-023-00144-1  

Holmes, W., Porayska-Pomsta, K., Holstein, K., Sutherland, E., Baker, T., Shum, S. B., Santos, O. C., Rodrigo, M. T., Cukurova, M., Bittencourt, I. I., & Koedinger, K. R. (2021). Ethics of AI in education: Towards a community-wide framework. International Journal of Artificial Intelligence in Education, 32(3), 504-526. https://doi.org/10.1007/s40593-021-00239-1  

Luo, J. (2024). How does GenAI affect trust in teacher-student relationships? Insights from students’ assessment experiences. Teaching in Higher Education, 1-16. https://doi.org/10.1080/13562517.2024.2341005  

Schiff, D. (2021). Education for AI, not AI for education: The role of education and ethics in national AI policy strategies. International Journal of Artificial Intelligence in Education, 32(3), 527-563. https://doi.org/10.1007/s40593-021-00270-2  

Schultz, M. D., Conti, L. G., & Seele, P. (2024). Digital ethicswashing: A systematic review and a process-perception-outcome framework. AI and Ethics, 5(2), 805-818. https://doi.org/10.1007/s43681-024-00430-9  

8. Related Web Resources

OECD Policies, data and analysis for trustworthy artificial intelligence
https://oecd.ai/en/ 

AI in Education
https://libguides.eduhk.hk/ai

9. Related Journals 

AI and Ethics
https://www.lib.eduhk.hk/permalink/record/alma991017805618203410

International Journal of Artificial Intelligence in Education
https://www.lib.eduhk.hk/permalink/record/alma991017206977503410

International Journal of Educational Technology in Higher Education
https://www.lib.eduhk.hk/permalink/record/alma991017210792003410

Learning, Media and Technology
https://www.lib.eduhk.hk/permalink/record/alma991017209462103410

10. Academic Honesty
The University upholds the principles of honesty in all areas of academic work. We expect our students to carry out all academic activities honestly and in good faith.  Please refer to the Policy on Academic Honesty, Responsibility and Integrity (https://www.eduhk.hk/re/uploads/docs/000000000016336798924548BbN5).  Students should familiarize themselves with the Policy.


11. Others
[bookmark: _THE_EDUCATION_UNIVERSITY_1]Nil 


