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Part I


	Programme Title: 
	Master of Science in Education Policy and Management (教育政策與管理學理學碩士)

	Programme QF Level:
	6

	Course Title:
	[bookmark: _Toc1005884496]Educational governance and policy analysis

	Course Code:
	EDA6163

	Department/Unit:
	Department of Education Policy and Leadership (EPL)

	Credit Points:
	3

	Contact Hours:
	39

	Pre-requisite(s):
	Nil 

	Medium of Instruction:
	English

	Course Level:
	6



_____________________________________________________________________
Part II

The University’s Graduate Attributes and seven Generic Intended Learning Outcomes (GILOs) represent the attributes of ideal EdUHK graduates and their expected qualities respectively. Learning outcomes work coherently at the University (GILOs), programme (Programme Intended Learning Outcomes) and course (Course Intended Learning Outcomes) levels to achieve the goal of nurturing students with important graduate attributes. 

In gist, the Graduate Attributes for Sub-degree, Undergraduate, Taught Postgraduate, Professional Doctorate and Research Postgraduate students consist of the following three domains (i.e. in short “PEER & I”):
· Professional Excellence;
· Ethical Responsibility; &
· Innovation.

The descriptors under these three domains are different for the three groups of students in order to reflect the respective level of Graduate Attributes.

The seven GILOs are:
	1. 	Problem Solving Skills

	2. 	Critical Thinking Skills

	3. 	Creative Thinking Skills

	4a.	Oral Communication Skills

	4b.	Written Communication Skills

	5. 	Social Interaction Skills

	6. 	Ethical Decision Making

	7. 	Global Perspectives


 
1. Course Synopsis
Understanding policy and governance is essential for those who aspire to lead and make positive changes within and beyond educational institutions. In this course, students will explore the fundamentals of policy analysis, examine common data sources that inform education policy-making, and learn rigorous approaches for policy evaluation. The course also addresses policy issues across different levels of education governance, as well as how these issues are situated in and interact with local, regional, and global contexts. Students will analyse the dynamics of power, equity, and accountability in education governance while critically evaluating policies through case studies from diverse settings. By bridging theory and practice, this course equips students with the tools and knowledge needed to understand and address contemporary challenges in education policy and governance.

2. Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOs)
Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:
CILO1	Demonstrate a critical understanding of key concepts, theories, and governance structures that shape education policy within local, regional, and global contexts.
CILO2	Effectively analyse education policy by interpreting relevant data sources, applying policy evaluation approaches, and considering contextual factors.
CILO3	Critically examine how power dynamics, equity issues, and accountability mechanisms influence education policy processes and outcomes across different governance levels.

3. Content, CILOs and Teaching & Learning Activities 
	Course Content 
	CILOs 
	Suggested Teaching & Learning Activities

	Major concepts, theoretical frameworks, and models of education policy and governance, with a focus on how policies evolve across diverse education systems and how local, regional, and global forces interact.
	CILO1,3
	Lecturer presentations and group discussions; critical analysis of case studies selected by both the lecturer and students; student presentations guided by suggested readings

	Sources of evidence that inform education policy-making, with an emphasis on approaches to interpreting, critiquing, and applying such evidence in policy analysis and evaluation.
	CILO1,2
	

	Structures and processes of education governance at different levels, focusing on the roles and interactions of key factors such as governments, international organisations, and communities, as well as challenges arising from multi-level governance.
	CILO1,2,3
	

	Contemporary policy challenges related to power relations, equity, and accountability in education governance, including an exploration of how these factors affect policy design, implementation, and evaluation across diverse contexts.
	CILO1,2,3
	




4. Assessment

	Assessment Tasks 
	Weighting (%)
	CILO

	(a) Group presentation: Critique of education policy research 
Students will form groups and select a published academic study that has analysed education policies within a specific governance context. In the 15-minute presentation, they will describe the study’s data analysis methods and evaluate the strengths and limitations of the methods employed to analyse policies.
	30%
	CILO1,2,3

	(b) Individual analysis of education policies 
Students will select an education policy and use one or more analytical methods introduced in class to analyse the policy within its governance context. The individual analysis should demonstrate their ability to apply theory, interpret data, and provide critical insights into the policy’s outcomes and potential areas for improvement. (2,100 words)
	70%
	CILO1,2,3




5. Use of Generative AI in Course Assessments
Please select one option only that applies to this course:

 Not Permitted: In this course, the use of generative AI tools is not allowed for any assessment tasks.

 Permitted: In this course, generative AI tools may be used in some or all assessment tasks. Instructors will provide specific instructions, including any restrictions or additional requirements (e.g., proper acknowledgment, reflective reports), during the first lesson and in relevant assessment briefs.


6. Required Text(s)
Ball, S. J. (1993). What is policy? Texts, trajectories and toolboxes. Discourse: Studies in the Cultural Politics of Education, 13(2), 10-17.
Ball, S. J. (2015). Education, governance and the tyranny of numbers. Journal of education policy, 30(3), 299-301.


7. Recommended Readings
Ball, S. J. (2016). Following policy: Networks, network ethnography and education policy mobilities. Journal of Education Policy, 31(5), 549-566.
Ball, S. J. (2021). The education debate. Policy press.
Bowe, R., Ball, S. J., & Gold, A. (2017). Reforming education and changing schools: Case studies in policy sociology. Routledge.
Fullan, M. (2016). The new meaning of educational change. Teachers college press.
Mundy, K., Green, A., Lingard, B., & Verger, A. (Eds.). (2016). Handbook of global education policy. John Wiley & Sons.
Peters, B. G. (2021). Advanced introduction to public policy. Edward Elgar Publishing.
Stone, D. A. (2022). Policy paradox: The art of political decision making. WW Norton & company.


8. Related Web Resources
https://www.oecd.org/
https://en.unesco.org/
https://www.edb.gov.hk/en/
https://epi.org.uk/

9. Related Journals 
Educational Evaluation and Policy Analysis 
Education Policy Analysis Archives 
Journal of Education and Social Policy 
Journal of Education Policy 

10. Academic Honesty
The University upholds the principles of honesty in all areas of academic work. We expect our students to carry out all academic activities honestly and in good faith.  Please refer to the Policy on Academic Honesty, Responsibility and Integrity (https://www.eduhk.hk/re/uploads/docs/000000000016336798924548BbN5).  Students should familiarize themselves with the Policy.

11. Others
Nil
