
Why are you here today?



After one month, 
you will not remember the content 

of today’s sharing session…



In average, how much time
do you spend on preparing for 

one lesson?



After one month, 
your student will not remember 

the content of your lesson…
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The Existing 4-Re

Receive knowledge in history lessons

Remember the “important” historical facts

Recite as much information as possible in examination

Return everything to the teacher



Teaching Philosophy

Offer an Eye-and Mind-Opening history learning 
experience

 By using 4-Re History Learning Method

Reconstruct

Reread

Reflect

Research

Taking 
constructive

steps together 
in history lessons

Developing a 
meaningful 

engagement 
with the past 



Pedagogical Approaches to 
History Learning

 Use experiential learning 

 Going beyond texts & facts

 Balance of emotion & rationality



 Step 1: Reconstruct

 Storytelling Pedagogy

 Visualizing History- to construct mental images of the past

Documentaries, Films, Photos, Illustrations

Tours

Popular Culture

Emotions

Enthusiasm

Interest

-opening



Group 
Discussion

Online 
Forum

Lead 
Discussion

 Step 2: Reread

 History ≠ Fiction

 Historical Accounts, Narratives, Documents, Writings, Reports, 
Oral Histories

 Cooperative Learning: group discussions and leadership

-opening



 Step 3: Reflection

Reflective Learning

Weekly learning logs

Key Features learned from the lecture

Critical Comments on historical thinking

Concerns or Questions

Remarks or Actions

 Documenting their journeys of learning history

Learning History

Actions

Emotions

Thinking 
Process

-opening



Select a 
Topic

Select an 
Interviewee

Design 
Questions

Conduct 
Interview

Peer 
Review

Follow-up 
Interview

Analysis

 Step 4: Research

 Project-based learning

 Collecting Sources: written material and oral histories from 
Home and Neighborhood

 Analyzing the historical issue

-opening



Assessment and 
Learning Outcomes

• Open-book Exam
Reconstruct

• Group Discussions 
and LeadershipReread

• Learning Logs
Reflect

• Research Paper
Research

Recall historical facts accurately with the help of references

Interpret different historical narratives in small groups, and 
Examine the ways how different stories interacted with the 
historical event through student discussion leadership

Identify the elements of continuity and change; Explain the 
actions, beliefs and circumstances caused the historical event to 
occur; Evaluate the lessons they could learn from the past by 
rendering ethical judgement in weekly reflection journals

Design historical research/projects; Collect relevant historical 
sources (written or oral histories) and Analyze the selected 
historical issue



Extending the Impact of 4-Re

Working with BEd and PGDE students doing teaching 
practicums

 Introducing 4-Re to HK Secondary Schools through 
EdUHK history students 

 Nurturing students’ passion to learn history

 Producing ambassadors of good history education!



Current Progress of 4-Re

 Chinese History + STEM = problem solving

 Use STEM to reconstruct and reflect on history

 Partnership with our students

 Collaborators: 

HK Applied Science and Technology Research Institute 
(ASTRI)

Other Universities



Conclusion

 History is a powerful subject

 History is about facts and people’s stories

 History is often the answer to our problems

My commitment- continue to provide eye- and 
mind-opening history learning experience, so that 
teachers and students can establish a meaningful 
engagement with the past



Student Responses…

 In the past, I had no interest in learning about the 
Massacre of Nanking…but in today’s lesson, I couldn’t 
hold back my tear

 I studied history for more than 6 years, I am familiar 
with the details of the Massacre of Nanking, but I 
have never been so touched…everything felt so real
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Student Feedback
 In the future, I will incorporate these types of 

pedagogical activities in my curriculum so that the 

lessons will be not bounded in classrooms.

 The field trip introduced Hong Kong history in a different 

approach compared with the syllabus of History in 

secondary school. The students can understand that 

there are many perspectives to studying history. I will 

include such activities in my teaching without hesitation.

 The activity actually provided a way for them to apply 

what they learn from class to their real life. Besides only 

learning from textbooks, I suggest that field trip should 

be held for secondary school student to learn how to 

connect their knowledge from classroom to their 

surroundings.



Student Feedback

 In the future, I will incorporate these types of pedagogical 
activities in my curriculum so that the lessons will be not
bounded in classrooms.

 The field trip introduced Hong Kong history in a different 
approach compared with the syllabus of History in 
secondary school. The students can understand that there 
are many perspectives to studying history. I will include 
such activities in my teaching without hesitation.

 The activity actually provided a way for them to apply what 
they learned from class to their real life. Besides only 
learning from textbooks, I suggest that field trip should be 
held for secondary school students to learn how to connect 
their knowledge from classroom to their surroundings.



Packaging History with Pop Culture

 The 3rd International Conference of Popular Culture 
and Education

 “History, Popular Culture, and Education: A Case 
Study of Teaching K-Pop in Hong Kong” 

 TDG project: Popular Culture Pedagogy in Hong 
Kong History Classroom



Massacre of Nanking



Student Feedback

 In this lesson I was able to learn history through different 
approaches; I never knew learning history could be so 
meaningful

 The class helped me to think about historical issues from 
various angles, it really changed my understanding of what 
history is

 This lecturer helped me to understand history, inspired me 
to learn history, and motivated me to reflect on history

 This class break my old perceptions, broaden my horizon

 I am inspired to reflect on what are the different causes of 
an event


