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“I ? therefore I am”

Out of the many variations to the 
translation of René Descartes’s 
renowned 1637 dictum 

“Cogito, ergo sum” 

I prefer the following version: 

“I inquire, therefore I am.” 

My teaching philosophy encourages 
seeking answers that leads to 
reasoned thought, which in my opinion 
should also be the goal of education.

?

 Artistic inquiry



Artistic Enquiry: Art+ Heritage Education



Experiential learning On-site empowerment of 
self-learning

Innovative (E)- learning
Unique mobile app creation and 
connecting research with teaching

Community-based learning
Reaching out to schools and the 
community on heritage and art education



Concrete 
Experience

Abstract 
Conceptualization

Reflective 
Observation

1. Experiential learning 

- Active on-site experimentation and self learning 
via field trips 

- Reflecting on collective/ place attachment  
instead of collective memory 「集體回憶」

「集體/ 地方感情」

Social value



Empowerment of self-learning:
Aesthetics + Attachment

CAC3019 Visit to SCAD, former 
North Kowloon Magistracy CAC3019 Visit to SCAD, former North Kowloon Magistracy

CAC2010 Reflecting on street art and 
graffiti in Mong Kok, Hong Kong

CAC3019 Visit to PMQ, understanding 
heritage revitalisation

CAC3019 Visit to Shek Kip Mei looking at 
heritage revitalization (Mei Ho Estate)

CAC2010 Visit to 330, local heritage 
crossover social enterprise 

GE course in HK Architectural 
History, visit to Yau Ma Tei



Connecting Learning with Assessment

- Students drawing 
observations and 
documenting daily 
reflections

- Extended learning 
outside of the 
classroom 

- Assessed not based 
on aesthetics but 
on reflective 
artistic enquiry





2. Innovative (E-) learning 

http://www.ied.edu.hk/ccaproject/yueju/ch/index.php

Knowledge Transfer Fund (PI): “Promoting Cantonese Opera to the International 
Level: Developing a Website” (collaboration with colleague Prof. Leung Bo Wah in 2015)

http://www.ied.edu.hk/ccaproject/yueju/ch/index.php


Background Aesthetics

GPS

AR Interaction

Background Detailed historical and cultural background 
information of the building

Aesthetics The architectural style, construction, and in-
depth analysis of different elements and parts of 
the building 

Value The value and importance of the building in 
relation to its context as well as local and 
international impact

GPS GPS location of the building will be enabled, and 
nearby historical buildings of interest can also be 
detected

AR Augmented reality of different parts of the 
building such as virtual tour of the building 

Interaction Interactive feedback and games for the app as 
well as preset questions relating to particular 
lectures or teaching topics

Value

Launching of Mobile App: 
“Appreciating Modern and Eclectic Architecture in Hong Kong” 

(ECS project PI + Teaching award mentorship funding)







Nurturing critical analytic skills

In-class debates on art and cultural topics: 

For Against



Examples of student feedback:



Connecting Teaching with Research



- Co-organised a public 
seminar “A look on the 
sustainable development of 
Hong Kong through heritage 
conservation 《從古蹟保育
看香港的可持續發展》

- Guest speakers consisted of 
cultural and heritage 
practitioners in Hong Kong 
including from a local NGO

- Local secondary students 
were invited to the seminar; 
around 40 attended

3. Community-based learning 

Heritage education for local schools



Heritage Education for local schools

Photos from the seminar “A Look on the Sustainable Development of Hong Kong 
through Heritage Conservation” 《從古蹟保育看香港的可持續發展》held at

EdUHK, organized by students from the BA(EfS) program, 10 February 2017 
President of student 
association “Viable” 
(3rd Association of 
Education for 
Sustainability), from 
BA (EfS) program



Art Education in local schools

Left: Art workshop at Jockey Club Primary School of Hong Kong Institute of 
Education on April 29 2014; Above right: 2-day workshop at Po Leung Kuk Choi 

Kai Yau School with 100 Secondary 1 students. May 7-8 2014



- Fostering BA (CAC) 
graduates and 
students to initiate, 
plan and develop 
diverse arts and 
cultural programs and 
activities across the 
community

- Collaborating with 
local and international 
organisations and 
artists

Further impact on 
students (as co-editor 
of student magazine): 



Internship in coveted
organisations: 



“Archi-Talk & Walk” for the public 



http://www.docomomo.hk/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/Docomomo-Poster.pdf


Teaching
- Mobile app 

(from ECS project)
- Innovative and 

engaging methods 
(field trips, debates)

Thank  You! 


