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During the 20th Century it was thought that education 

would be key to equality of opportunity, especially in 

access to jobs and a career. The key to this assumption 

was the idea that effort and ability would equal merit. At 

the same time it was thought that there would be a 

tightening bond between educational credentials and the 

labour market. Those who put it the effort and had the 

ability would achieve their just deserts. 

 

While this view came in for strong criticism the ideal of 

education as being key to equality of opportunity and 

good jobs remained. In the 21st century fundamental 

changes to globalization and inequality have 

fundamentally repositioned education. The emphasis is 

now solely on education to service the economy in the 

cause of individual and national competitiveness. 

However, the relationship between education and the 

economy is becoming problematic for all but an elite. This 

suggests that education has been fundamentally 

repositioned. This lecture is about why that has occurred 

and what can be done about it. 

 

Jobs or Skills?  

The Role of Education in the 21st century 
 

Early Registration Deadline: 

31 Aug 2014 

Register Now 

Accommodation 
Special rates offered by 

Courtyard Hong Kong ShaTin 
                    
 
 

Reserve NOW 

 
                            

 

About Our Keynote Speakers… 

Professor 
Yin Cheong CHENG 

Professor  
Tian Ming SHEU 

Professor  
Marcus Specht 

http://www.ied.edu.hk/web/index.php
mailto:apera@ied.edu.hk
http://www.ied.edu.hk/apera2014/
http://www.ied.edu.hk/apera2014/view.php?secid=4689
http://www.ied.edu.hk/apera2014/view.php?secid=4689
http://www.ied.edu.hk/apera2014/view.php?secid=5004
http://www.ied.edu.hk/apera2014/view.php?secid=5004
http://www.ied.edu.hk/apera2014/view.php?secid=5004
http://www.ied.edu.hk/cees/events/20141119/2014APERA/epayment/register_early_e.htm
http://www.ied.edu.hk/apera2014/view.php?secid=4994
http://www.ied.edu.hk/include/getrichfile.php?key=edc04e3d47f82b5396a3b82f4590d284&secid=4856&filename=apera2014/Booking%20Form-HKIED%20-%20Courtyard.pdf

