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Part II 

 

1. Synopsis  

 

This course intends to introduce three main sociological approaches to social problems 

with examples in the local context. It also aims to strengthen students’ analytical 

ability in viewing social problems and their sociological implications on human life. 

Moreover, students are guided to attempt making sound recommendations in tackling 

these problems with special consideration of the empowerment perspective of 

generalist social work. 

 

 

2. Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOS) 

 

Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to: 

CILO1 explain the three sociological approaches to social problems; 

CILO2 analyze the causes of social problems using the sociological perspective; 

CILO3 identify major issues of social problems within the contemporary Hong 

Kong context; and 

CILO4 propose sound recommendations to resolve selected social problems on the 

basis of the empowerment perspective. 
 



3. Content, CILOS and Teaching & Learning Activities 
 

Course Content CILOS 
Suggested Teaching & 

Learning Activities 

Introduction to three main sociological 

approaches to social problems: 

• Functionalist approach 

• Conflict approach 

• Interactionalist approach 

 

CILO1 Lectures, Discussions, 

Debates, Newspaper Reading 

will be conducted to facilitate 

students’ learning.  Besides, 

students will form Tutorial 

Groups to conduct project 

work to explore and examine 

the various aspects of social 

problems. At the end of the 

Course, they will conduct 

presentations and submit 

written reports. 

Causes of social problems based on a 

sociological perspective: 

• Definition of social problems 

• Practical examples for each of the  

approaches to social problems 

• Functionalist: Problem Solving 

Approach 

• Conflict: Social Action Approach 

• Interactionalist: Social System Approach 

 

CILO2 

Major issues in discussing social problems in 

the contemporary Hong Kong context: 

• Review and critique on the applicability 

of each approach 

 

CILO3 

Sound recommendations to resolve social 

problems with consideration of the 

empowerment perspective: 

 

CILO4 

 

 

4. Assessment 

 

Assessment Tasks 
Weighting 

(%) 
CILOS 

Participation  10% CILO1,2,3,4 

Individual assignment   30% CILO1,2,3 

Test or quizzes 30% CILO1,2,3,4 

Group project and presentation 30% CILO2,3,4 
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7.   Other Information (if any) 

 Nil 

 

(Note: The asterisk “*” beside a reference item indicates that there is an e-version of that 

item in the HKIEd Library.) 
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