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The Language Choice of the Hong Kong International School Students and
Alumni

The Hang Seng University of Hong Kong
Cheng Wai Sze Crystal

This paper explores three published articles which are related to studies of language
choice of general Hong Kong secondary or university students in a different environment. This
research, however, varies in the ground of participants from general students to international
school students and alumni in Hong Kong. The frequency of language uses of international
school students and alumni and the effects of gender among the participants is examined in this
research. Code-switching is found to be used commonly while English is not used as frequently
as expected in the hypothesis. Cantonese is still a strong language in society even when the
international school students and alumni are highly exposed to the English learning
environment.
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A Story Behind a Story: A Study of the Backstory in Tennessee William’s
A Streetcar Named Desire

The Education University of Hong Kong
Xia Yang

Williams® A Streetcar Named Desire is produced in a period of great sensitivity to
homosexuality. During this period, homosexuality is regarded as a threat to society and there
is also a strict censorship on homosexuality. Therefore, given the fact that the play is produced
in such a period, there is an ignorance of the homosexual theme in this play in research field.
However, this does not mean that the homosexual theme is completely absent in this play. In
fact, Williams deals with this theme in a very covert way by encoding it in the backstory of the
play. Thus, this paper attempts to explore the hidden homosexual them in this play by studying
the backstory of A Streetcar Named Desire. From the backstory, the paper finds that Stanley’s
brutality was not the direct cause for Blanche’s degeneration. What caused her degeneration
was her gay husband’s death. She was guilty for her incomprehension of her husband’s sexual
orientation. As a result, she punished herself through her indulgence towards desire to beg for
the forgiveness of her dead husband. Thus, this drama is not only about male domination and
brutality but also about homosexuality. By using the backstory, on the one hand Williams tries
to escape the strict censorship on homosexuality at that time, but on the other hand he also tries
to express his concerns for homosexuality issue.

Bartleby, Language, and Power

The Hang Seng University of Hong Kong
Tam Chun Hin Jeffrey

Although Bartleby’s resistance is short-lived, it is nonetheless subversive and impactful
to ideology. It reveals the workings of subjectivity, and the power of language, and lays the
foundations for subversion and political change in a capitalist society. The text evinces the
organizing power of language, the interpellations of subjects, and shows that language may be
used to consolidate and to subvert ideology. Bartleby’s passive resistance may be considered
futile, but remains insightful and prominent in literary criticism and philosophical discourse.
With references to Althusser’s theory on ideology and critical readings of the text done by
Zizek and Derrida, this essay aims to explore ideology and resistance in Melville’s ‘Bartleby’.
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A Sociolinguistic Case Study on The First Stage Language Change of The
English of A Migrant Indonesian in Hong Kong under Globalization

The Hang Seng University of Hong Kong
WONG Ho Man

This project serves as a sociolinguistic case study to analyze how globalization and
localization contribute to a migrants’ first stage of language change. It is a quantitative study
contextualized in Hong Kong. The study was conducted through interviewing an Indonesian,
participant M, who has lived in Hong Kong around 2 decades. The researcher asked M about
her social background and history. Afterwards, M’s utterance was analyzed in terms of
linguistic features demonstrated in the interview transcripts in H., Appendix. The big picture
of her speech characteristics was then compared with locals in Indonesia and Hong Kong
respectively to show how globalization and localization contribute to the migrants’ first stage
of language change. Globalization influences the variety of the sociolinguistic context
influenced the speaker, and localization influences the amount of linguistic input to each
language of migrants’ linguistic repertoire, which has a great cultural contribution to the
phenomena of language change.
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How did Hong Kong sustain British legacies and practices the ten years
since the handover?

Lingnan University
WU Chun Ho

Hong Kong has become a Special Administrative Region (SAR) in PRC after the
handover in 1997. When British colonial transferred the sovereignty to the PRC government,
Hong Kong was not possible to join Commonwealth, which was commonly joined by the
former British colonies. However, many of the British legacies and practices have been
sustained in Hong Kong after the handover until nowadays.

The various features brought by the colonial are still the essential elements constructing
Hong Kong as an international financial center, which represent the legacy from British in
Hong Kong. Due to the word limitation, the prominent examples will be showed in the essay
cases by cases, such as politics, commerce, transportation and infrastructure.

The essay will discuss how the legacies and practices from British colonial were sustained
in Hong Kong from 1997 to 2007, by analyzing both primary and secondary sources. The writer
would like to thank Prof. Mark Hampton, Associate Professor in Department of History,
Lingnan University, in his guidance of this essay from the course assignment to the conference
essay.

Teaching English Vocabularies through Songs to Primary Students

The Education University of Hong Kong
LEE Hoi Lam Tiffany

The purpose of this research is to evaluate whether teaching English vocabularies through
songs in illustration or teaching illustration with movements is more effective to primary 1 and
primary 2 students. The research and singing class will be conducted independently with the
20 children from 4th November to 16th December, 2018 in a children center in Hong Kong.
The class will be expected to conduct in six lessons with total of two classes. Each class will
be held for 1 hour and there will be 10 students in a class.

This paper will discuss the importance, advantages of using songs to teach English
vocabularies in early Primary classroom. Implications and suggestions will be covered for how
the local primary schools can apply the effective English songs teaching method to teach
students in a more interesting and relaxing way.
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An account to the acoustic effects of the tone-intonation interaction
on the realization of the sentence-final particles of Cantonese from the
perspective of prosody — falling tone contour as a case in point

The Chinese University of Hong Kong
LEE Him Nok

This paper aims to provide a possible account to the different acoustic performances of
the falling-tone (tone 4) sentence-final particles (SFPs) of Cantonese when facing tone-
intonation interaction.

With the aid of acoustic experiment, with aa4, le4, lei4 and zaa4 as the target SFPs, this
study finds out significant differences in the acoustic performances among tone-4 Cantonese
SFPs. Within the interrogative (1) SFPs, lei4l has a significant rising intonation, while aa4 and
zaa4 have a significant fall in pitch which fall even lower than that of the declarative particle
(S) leidS. Within the declarative SFPs, the pitch of le4 falls significantly lower than lei4S.
There is no significant difference between the pitches of aa4, zaa4 and le4. In addition,
experimental result of this study shows that interrogative intonation does not bring global rise
in the pitch of Cantonese sentences, indicating Cantonese is likely to employ boundary tones
as a means to express intonation.

From the perspective of prosodic phonology, this paper suggests low boundary tone is the
key factor causing the above acoustic phenomenon. This paper proposes: low boundary tone
(L%) of Cantonese makes use of the pitch of the right boundary (i.e. the last syllable) of an
intonational phrase falling towards the lowest point of the prosodic-phonological system of
Cantonese to be the marked means of expressing subjective mood oriented to the speakers at
the last syllable of the intonational phrase. Furthermore, this paper seeks to find out a mapping
relation for the above theory at syntax-prosody interface and to grant it with a status in prosodic
syntax. This paper also attempts to combine the cartographic approach of Tang (8 £ %5, 2015)

and Pan (2019), and hypothesizes that phonetics can not only be an indirect evidence of
syntactic positions, but they can actually prove each other bi-directionally.
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