
Global Local Hybridisation: Non-tertiary 
Education Development in Macao

EdUHK Alumnus

Doctor of Education Programme

Graduated in 2017

Contemporary Global Challenges

Susannah SUN Chunrong

Susannah.sun@usj.edu.mo

University of Saint Joseph, Macao

mailto:Susannah.sun@usj.edu.mo


Outline

• Introduction

•Non-tertiary Education in Macao

• The Impact of Globalisation on Non-tertiary 

Education Development in Macao

• Localization of Non-tertiary Education Development 

in Macao



DISCLAMER 

I am not a native English speaker, and I have never 

majored in English. Please forgive me if the way I express 

myself oversimplistic or unnecessarily complicated. It 

may be the result of my communication in a foreign 

language. You can stop me at any time when you cannot 

understand or have questions.
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Step One:
Self introduction

Step two:
Introduce others

Are there any of you 
from Macao?

Has anyone been to 
Macao?

Does anyone know 
the education in 
Macao?



MACAO / MACAU

What comes to your mind???



More than 400 years
Portuguese colony

25 years
A special administrative region 

of China
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https://www.dscc.gov.mo/en
/geographical_location.html



Language Used in Macao

• Chinese and Portuguese are the official languages, 
while Cantonese being most widely spoken. The official 
languages are used in government departments in all 
official documents and communications. 

• English is generally used in trade, tourism and 
commerce.



https://www.plataformamedia.com/zh-hant/2022/06/17/
在澳門，你會說甚麼語言？/

https://www.plataformamedia.com/zh-hant/2022/06/17/在澳門，你會說甚麼語言？/


https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/
macau

https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/macau


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZkfcMRhZBDI



Education System in Macao

• Tertiary education / 
Higher education

Macao has 10 tertiary 
educational 
institutions. 

Four of them are public 
and six are private, 
including teaching and 
research integrated 
universities.

•Non-tertiary education
1. Formal education / Basic education

kindergartens

primary schools

Secondary schools

Special education / Inclusive education

2. Continuing education
Family education; recurrent education (回

歸教育）; community education; vocational 
training and other educational activities

https://portal.dsedj.gov.mo/webdsejspace/internet/Inter_main_page.jsp?id=94287

https://portal.dsedj.gov.mo/webdsejspace/internet/Inter_main_page.jsp?id=94287


Non-tertiary Education in Macao: School Types
How many schools in different education levels?

https://portal.dsedj.gov.mo/webdsejspace/internet/Inter_main_page.jsp?id=8525&langsel=E&

2023-2024 Academic Year



• Macao is the first region in Greater China to provide 15 years of free 
education (starting from 2007/2008). Compulsory education is 
implemented for minors aged between 5 and 15.

• Most schools are private or subsidized schools. In 2023–2024, there 
were 76 schools in Macau, including 8 public schools and 68 private 
schools. 6 were not a part of Macau's free education network. 

• More than 1/3 of the schools in Macau are operated by Catholic 
organizations, there are also some schools founded by Christian 
churches and Chinese charitable organizations.

Education System in Macao: Non-tertiary Education

http://macaucdec.org/schools

http://macaucdec.org/schools


The Macao school system comprises a free education network of public 
schools and subsidised private schools, together with private schools. 

Private schools can be classified into two types: those following the 
local education system and those following a non-local education 
system. Non-profit private schools that follow the local education 
system may apply for entry into the free education network. 

https://yearbook.gcs.gov.mo/uploads/yearbook_pdf/2024/myb2024e.pdf

Education System in Macao: Non-tertiary Education

https://yearbook.gcs.gov.mo/uploads/yearbook_pdf/2024/myb2024e.pdf


• According to the study by Sou-kuan Vong and Matilda Wong (2009), 
the prevalence of private schools in Macao is due to the Portuguese 
Macau government practice of not involving itself in educational 
matters.

• More than 1/3 of the schools in Macau are operated by Catholic 
organizations, there are also some schools founded by Christian 
churches and Chinese charitable organizations.

Education System in Macao: Non-tertiary Education

e.g.,
Colégio de Santa Rosa de Lima (聖羅撒女子中學) 
Colégio do Sagrado Coração de Jesus（嘉諾撒聖心中學）
Colégio Diocesano de São José (聖若瑟教區中學)

Colégio Anglicano de Macau（聖公會中學）
Escola Choi Nong Chi Tai（菜農子弟學校）
Escola Hou Kong（濠江中學）

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Portuguese_Macau
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Col%C3%A9gio_de_Santa_Rosa_de_Lima&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Col%C3%A9gio_de_Santa_Rosa_de_Lima&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Col%C3%A9gio_Diocesano_de_S%C3%A3o_Jos%C3%A9&action=edit&redlink=1


Macao has the longest history of 
regious education, and Catholic 
education has a greater influence
https://www.macaudata.mo/macaubook/book275/
html/0181001.htm

https://www.macaudata.mo/macaubook/book275/html/0181001.htm


Non-tertiary Education in Macao: Subsidies

https://yearbook.gcs.gov.mo/uploads/yearbook_pdf/2024/myb2024e.pdf

https://yearbook.gcs.gov.mo/uploads/yearbook_pdf/2024/myb2024e.pdf


• In 2006, the government issued “The Fundamental Law of Non-tertiary 
Education System” (The Fundamental Law)

• Since 2014, the Macao government implemented the regulations The 
Curriculum Framework for Formal Education of Local Education System
(Curriculum Framework) and The Requirements of Basic Academic 
Attainments of Local Education System (BAA)

• The Government encourages schools to develop their own characteristics 
and style in terms of mission, curriculum development and teaching 
approaches.

Non-tertiary Education in Macao: 
Policies and Curriculum 

https://www.dsedj.gov.mo/~webdsej/www/edulaw/law_9_2006/index-e.htm

https://portal.dsedj.gov.mo/webdsejspace/site/ddca/index-e.jsp?con=cframework&langsel=E

https://www.dsedj.gov.mo/~webdsej/www/edulaw/law_9_2006/index-e.htm
https://portal.dsedj.gov.mo/webdsejspace/site/ddca/index-e.jsp?con=cframework&langsel=E
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Four Key Developmental Directions
• Cultivating students' patriotism and international vision

• Developing students' soft power

• Enhancing students' sense of well-being

• Strengthening creativity and technology education

https://portal.dsedj.gov.mo/webdsejs
pace/site/policy/202012/index-

e.jsp?con=plan_doc

https://portal.dsedj.gov.mo/webdsejspace/site/policy/202012/index-e.jsp?con=plan_doc


The Impact of Globalisation on Non-tertiary Education 
Development in Macao 

• Humanizing Globalization 以人為本的全球化

1. Student-centered education

“Education is impossible without students. Based on this, we 
emphasize student-centeredness……” (DSEDJ, 2003)

2. Enhancing students' sense of well-being

“Importance should be attached to the sense of well-being and the 
physical and mental health of students.”(DSEDJ, 2021)

3. Emphasis on teachers’ professional development

“… Non-Tertiary Education, continuously offer better job security to 
teaching staff, promote their professional development”.(DSEDJ, 2021)



The Impact of Globalisation on Non-tertiary Education 
Development in Macao

• Respect diversity尊重多元化
1. The diversification of school-running groups

2. Diversified instructional languages
Schools use a variety of teaching languages: Cantonese, English, 

Portuguese and Mandarin. 

3. Diversified curriculum and textbooks
Macau itself does not have a textbook system. There is absolute 

freedom in choosing textbooks. Among them, Hong Kong and Mainland 
China are the main ones.



The Impact of Globalisation on Non-tertiary Education 
Development in Macao

• Emphasis on equity and promote Inclusive education

1. Equality in Receiving Education

* 15 years of free education + tuition fee subsidies

* The government is providing environment and resources in the
development of recurrent education, and providing opportunities to
those have not finished primary, junior secondary and senior secondary
school in appropriate age.

2.  Promote Inclusive Education

Inclusive education in the Macau system can be considered as the 
placement of students with special education needs within regular classes.



Special Education and Inclusive Education

• Special education needs (SEN)

Pupils with SEN refer to children with physical, mental, emotional or 
social disorders... The education of pupils with SEN must respect their 
differences in order to promote their educational success and social 
integration (Government of Macao, 1996).

There are different types of classes for SEN students: regular classes 
that provide inclusive education, special education small classes and 
special education classes.

• Inclusive education: Education for all
Salamanca Statement

1994 



The Salamanca Statement
UNESCO meeting in Salamanca in Spain 1994
300 participants representing 92 governments 25 international organisations 
Gives concrete guidelines for action and responsibility

Every child has a fundamental right to education
• Every child has unique characteristics, interests, abilities and learning needs
• Education systems should be designed to meet these diversities among children
• Students with special needs must have access to regular schools
• Regular schools with an inclusive orientation are the most effective way to 
prevent discriminative attitudes and building up an inclusive society



Li and Shi (2024) argued:
Macao’s education localization 
awareness and system 
construction were relatively 
late. In 1992, the first education 
law, Legislation on Education 
System was issued, marking the 
beginning of the localization of 
education in Macao.

????

Localization of Non-tertiary Education Development in 

Macao



• Localization refers to the transfer, adaptation, and development of 
related values, knowledge, technology, and behavioural norms to 
the local contexts (CHENG, 2003). 

• localization is that process of bringing the global into the context of 
related local knowledge and values – local relevance and legitimacy 
decentralization for self-determination in education – through 
curriculum with localized content based on cultural, economic, 
political, social, and learning aspects of society (Altbach 1999; Wang 
2006)

Localization of Non-tertiary Education Development in 

Macao



It is a process with no starting point and no ending point…

▪︎ Most schools in Macau follow a so-called "local education system”

15 years free education; recurrent education

▪︎ Diversity and school-based curriculum

▪︎ Implementation of Student Assessment System for Formal Education 
of Local Education System

▪︎ Develop the local textbooks

Localization of Non-tertiary Education Development in 

Macao
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Questions and reflections


