Qualitative Research Methods

1. Synopsis

Composed of three blocks of four sessions each, this course serves as an introduction to
qualitative research methods, with a core focus on the interactive and iterative nature of
qualitative research design consisting of the components of researcher identity, research
goals, conceptual frameworks, varying qualitative research approaches, research questions,
methods of data collection and analysis, and questions of quality and validity. Assessment
tasks are designed to engage students in continual reflection on and active participation in
qualitative research design, data collection and analysis, and using the results of this
analysis to strengthen research proposals.

2. Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOs)

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

CILO; Discuss the epistemological foundations of qualitative research, the
particular research purposes for which it is most appropriate, the types
of research questions that qualitative research is most suited for
answering, and the nature of qualitative research design

CILO2 Design a conceptual framework and research question appropriate for
qualitative research methods on their topic of research

CILO3 Discuss the primary methods for the collection of qualitative data

CILO4 Design and undertake the collection of qualitative data using

participant observation and/or interviews

CILOs Discuss the variety of major qualitative research approaches and the
applicability of these approaches to their own research topic

CILO¢ Analyze qualitative data with the assistance of appropriate qualitative
data analysis software

CILOy Write a short proposal for a qualitative research project

3. Content, CILOs and Teaching & Learning Activities

Course Content CILOs | Suggested Teaching & Learning
Activities
Block 4
Foundations of Qualitative CILOy Lecture, small-group discussion,
Research class discussion




Quialitative Research

Qualitative Research Design CILO2 Lecture, small-group discussion,
class discussion
Conceptual Frameworks for CILO2 Lecture, small-group discussion,
Quialitative Research class discussion
Research Questions for CILO> Lecture, small-group discussion,
Quialitative Research class discussion
Block 7
Overview of Data Collection CILOgz,4 | Lecture, small-group discussion,
Methods class discussion
Participant Observation CILOs,4 | Lecture, small-group discussion,
class discussion, observation
activity
Planning Interviews CILO3,4 | Lecture, small-group discussion,
class discussion, interview activity
Conducting Interviews CILOs,4 | Lecture, small-group discussion,
class discussion, interview activity
Block 8
Qualitative Research CILOs Lecture, small-group discussion,
Approaches class discussion
Qualitative Data Analysis: CILOs Lecture, small-group discussion,
Coding class discussion, coding activity
Qualitative Data Analysis: CILOs Lecture, small-group discussion,
Theorizing class discussion, coding activity
Presenting and Proposing CILOy Lecture, small-group discussion,

class discussion, proposal
assignment

4. Assessment

Assessment Tasks Weighting (%) CILO
Written report explaining a qualitative 100% CILOy,
research question on students’ own topic of
research (1200-1500 words)
Participant observation/interview exercise 100% CILOz4
memo (1200-1500 words)




Proposal for a qualitative research project 100% CILOsg,7
(>2000 words)
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