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Interview

Knowing Liberal Arts, Doing Research Theories
Professor Darryl Jarvis

By Carrie Ho (EdD student)
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Professor Darryl JARVIS is Associate Dean 
(Research and Postgraduate Studies) and Professor 
of Global Studies in Faculty of Liberal Arts and 
Social Sciences. Prior to his current appointment 
he was Vice Dean (Academic A�airs) at the Lee 
Kuan Yew School of Public Policy, National 
University of Singapore (NUS). From 1996 to 2006 
he was Lecturer and Senior Lecturer in the 
Department of Government and International 
Relations, Faculty of Economics and Business, at 
the University of Sydney, Australia. His research 
and teaching interests focus on international and 
political risk, regulation, comparative public 
policy, infrastructure, and the political economy 
of investment into Asia. 

In this interview, Professor Jarvis shared his views 
on teaching and research in higher education 
contexts. 

Liberal Arts is a global trend

Liberal Arts is a new domain in the Institute and part of the Institute’s e�orts to evolve into a multi-disciplinary university. 
Historically, liberal arts education aims to provide students with a broad based, historically grounded and contextualized 
foundation in approaches to understanding society, history, and the role of ideas and how these have shaped and 
impacted the world. The moniker ‘from Plato to NATO’ perhaps captures the spirit of a liberal arts education. Professor 
Jarvis noted that liberal arts education has been a de�ning feature of many leading programmes at distinguished universities 
internationally. 

Professor Jarvis stated that the Institute has been increasingly embracing a broad based liberal arts approach in recent 
years, and regards this as a potential future niche and a comparative advantage relative to other higher education institutions 
in Hong Kong. He also pointed out that this has been a global trend. ‘If you are working in a policy area, for example, you 
cannot just look at one aspect of a problem or look at the problem from a single disciplinary perspective and think that 
you will be successful in rendering sound policy advice.’  He added, ‘I think the trend globally is moving towards multi-disciplinary 
training to better equip students as they go out into the work place and to sensitize them to complexity and diversity.” 
Narrowly de�ned subject areas, he expressed, increasingly are not able to provide such a broad based perspective or the 
tools necessary to operate in today’s complex world.

The Faculty of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences aims to expose undergraduate and postgraduate students to multi-disciplinary 
environments in order to empower students to expand their horizons beyond daily teaching practices to wider educational 
related contexts. Professor Jarvis also reminded us that synthesizing the knowledge of di�erent disciplines and perspectives 
from all sorts of theoretical perspectives is normally one of the requirements for successful PhD studies.

History, a solid ground for theoretical development?

“To me, I don’t think you can be a good researcher without a good theoretical grounding and an appreciation of the evolution 
of theoretical debates, paradigms, and competing perspectives. I think part of the PhD training is becoming theoretically 
literate.”
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Professor Jarvis encourages young researchers to read more about history, 
e.g., the French Revolution, or the Communist revolution in China, the English 
or American revolutions. “If you don’t know your history, you cannot understand 
the context which gave rise to knowledge, social change, or why new knowledge 
came into being. Equally, if you are not theoretically literate and don’t know 
your ‘…isms’, e.g., Liberalism, Socialism, Marxism…etc., then you don’t understand 
the great debates. These debates reoccur in history from century to century, 
they are the same debates. So I think students need to equip themselves and 
be grounded in that… that is part of the postgraduate training experience”. 
Professor Jarvis also pointed out that there were many seminal historical events 
that changed the conversation or discourse, and that understanding the political 
and social ferment of these events can really help students understand the 
context of political arguments, traditions of thought, and subsequent national 
and institutional path dependencies.  

Professor Jarvis encourages students to study of history and to try and locate 
their own intellectual e�orts within these broader debates and social / political 
movements. “You can then work out what your contribution to these debates 
will be and how you can in�uence these conversations.” 

However, as to which theoretical traditions students should focus on, Professor Jarvis emphasized that it is context 
dependent. “Di�erent contexts require di�erent tools. Maybe they will require blended tools. Some tools may not be very 
good in one context but very good in another”. It depends on how the researcher sees it. Professor Jarvis indicated that 
part of the task of being an academic is working out which theoretical tool is appropriate and which one yields better 
results. Maybe sometimes they yield con�icting results and trying to reconcile that is part of the problem-solving required 
of an academic. “Theoretical debates are part of what we are here to do – working out the limitations of a speci�c theory 
and what that means, is part of the contribution to knowledge”.

“I don’t think you will ever �nd the perfect theoretical tools. But that does not mean you should give up looking?” 

Professor Jarvis uses a variety of theoretical perspectives. Most recently he has been re-reading David Harvey and Fredric 
Jameson, both of whom represent neo-Marxist scholars trying to understand changes in late capitalism in terms of the 
con�guration of global markets. Yet he sees limitations in their approach. Regardless of this, he thinks their critical insights 
keep us on our toes and helps us question received wisdoms about how markets operate and who bene�ts. The greatest 
thing about theories, Professor Jarvis emphasized, is that they “give us critical ability and help us view reality di�erently.”

“The best thing you can do is embrace theoretical diversity. Everyone doing the same thing is terrible!”

Professor Jarvis concluded the interview with his impression of teaching in Hong Kong. “Students in Hong Kong have a 
very strong sense of student rights, which is good. They can be more outspoken.” In fact, he thinks all students should be 
more critical, openly question ideas, perspectives, approaches, and explore other forms of knowledge. He promotes diversity 
in teaching and learning and believes that the best classroom experience comes from being exposed to contrary perspectives 
and students from di�erent countries and cultures. “The one problem I see in the Institute,” he noted, “is how little diversity 
there is in the classroom, with nearly all the students coming from China and Hong Kong. I miss my previous University 
where a typical classroom would have students from 20 or 30 countries; it made for a very dynamic learning environment. 
I think Hong Kong has a long way to go before it can match this diversity and learning culture.”

Professor Jarvis’s suggestions for young scholars:
1. Get out of your cultural comfort zone, e.g., go to international  
                conferences to see how other academic  communities do research;

2. Experience peer-to-peer learning - it is the most enriching and 
                useful experience that you can have;

3. Don’t be scared! You will get enormous bene�ts from just being 
                exposed to a di�erent research community.



E
V
E
N
T
S

Events

International Postgraduate Research Conference and 
Summer School 2014
Jointly organised by the graduate schools of The Hong Kong Institute of Education (HKIEd), Hiroshima 
University, Gyeongin National University, Jeju National University, South China Normal University, 
Nanjing Normal University and Zhejiang Normal University, the International Postgraduate Research 
Conference and Summer School (IPRCSS) 2014 was held on 4-5 July at HKIEd.

 This is the fourth consecutive year in which the Institute has hosted the event. In the last three years, more than 470 postgraduate 
students from Hong Kong, Macau, mainland China, Singapore, Korea, Japan, Taiwan and Australia have participated, with 
over 170 presenting papers in the research conference. This summer, more than 200 local and overseas participants attended 
the event with over 140 submitting abstracts for presentation. The year-on-year increase in participants suggests that the 
Institute has taken a giant step in facilitating postgraduate students’ research activities and further cultivating a research 
environment for them.
 
The main focus of IPRCSS 2014 was on research methods and 
academic writing. During the two-day Summer School, a series 
of seminars were delivered by distinguished scholars including 
Professor A. Lin Goodwin from the Teachers College of Columbia 
University, Professor Anne Burns from the University of New 
South Wales and Professor Yasushi Maruyama from Hiroshima 
University. 
 
Apart from the keynote speeches, there were three research 
conference streams, taking in the disciplines of Education, 
Social Sciences, and Humanities, Language and Linguistics. To 
provide more learning opportunities for the students, they 
were invited to co-chair themed panels with local and overseas 
scholars. Many students rose to the challenge, and they appreciated 
this invaluable chance to assume a more active role in the 
conference.
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Visit of the University of Wollongong (UoW) to the 
Hong Kong Institute of Education under the New Colombo Plan

Supported by the Australian Government New Colombo Plan mobility grants, �fteen students from the School of 
Education, Faculty of Social Sciences, the University of Wollongong (UoW) visited the Institute in the week of May 
19 to work with HKIEd students on their research project and to strength the link with the Institute.

On behalf of the Institute, Professor Cheng Yin-Cheong, Vice President 
(Research and Development), delivered a welcome speech to the 
visitors from UoW as well as representatives from the Australian 
Consulate-General. 

During the one-week visit, seminars and workshops on the development 
of research skills, coordinated by academic sta� from both HKIEd 
and UoW, have been organized. HKIEd students from di�erent 
programmes participate in the function and worked with visitors 
from the UoW on research projects. There were sharing sessions for 
student participants to exchange research ideas, and to discuss 
di�culties encountered and strategies to overcome them. The 
seminars, workshops and interactions between students from 
both sides had provided an excellent opportunity for everyone 
involved to enrich their international experiences, develop their 
capabilities, and build relationships with their counter-parts from 
di�erent countries with di�erent culture and background. 

Student Sharing - Orieta Wong (EdD student)

From 19th to 23rd May 2014, I and some other research students participated in 
a research camp jointly organized by the Graduate School and the University of 
Wollongong. We served as mentors in the 5-day camp.  
On the �rst day, we matched up with partners from Wollongong and together, 
we designed questionnaires, collected data, did statistical analysis and presented 
preliminary data for projects in the education �eld.  The experience gained from 
this joint venture is unbelievable great.
My partner Sophia studied psychology and education.  She was interested in 
exploring mental health in education, which, in the case of Hong Kong, is usually 
placed in the informal curriculum and speci�c emphasis has been put on fostering 
well-being of students on the whole.  This is quite di�erent from the case in 
Australia and Canada, where mental health education occupies a more prominent 
role in schools.  Sophia and I exchanged ideas in the area and we wondered if 
this was a kind of cultural di�erence on the perception of mental health itself.  So 
we decided to embark on a cross-border study of mental health education in 
Hong Kong and China and I must say I have learnt a lot during the process.
Indeed, as research students, the chance of working as mentors has provided us 
with an ample opportunity to practice on our research skills.  This came in just 
about the right time as we, EdD students have just �nished our studies on qualitative 
and quantitative research methods and this was really a golden chance for us to 
put theories into practice, not to say that we have broadened  our horizons in 
cross-cultural interaction.
The Graduate School has been trying hard to pull resources together so as to 
solidify our con�dence as researchers.  The opportunities it provides for us as 
research students are both precious and memorable.  So thanks a lot, GS.
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A 60-member delegation from the Research Grants Council (RGC) visited 
The Hong Kong Institute of Education (HKIEd) on 20 June 2014 to learn 
about the Institute’s latest research development. This was the second 
visit by RGC since 2006.

The RGC members met with HKIEd’s academic and research sta� and 
students into �ve sub-groups, each focusing on specialised research areas, 
such as education development, policy and leadership, also humanities and 
creative arts and culture.

Welcoming the RGC delegation, HKIEd President Professor Stephen 
Cheung Yan-leung said, “Thanks to the unswerving commitment and 
dedication of our academic and research team, HKIEd has been successfully 
transformed into a research-strong institution with impressive research 
performance and output.” 

Postgraduate Students Spring Gathering 2014
To celebrate Chinese New Year, Graduate School kicked o� the Year of the Horse with a Spring Gathering. Held on 22 
February 2014 (Sat), the Gathering was a joyful event and festive occasion for postgraduate students and academic sta�. 

Over 70 postgraduate students from di�erent programmes joined with Professor Lo Sing Kai, Dean of Graduate School, 
and other sta� in this event. 

The lunch gathering provided students with an opportunity to mingle with each other. The event ended with a warm 
meeting with the Dean of Graduate School in which students shared their opinions and suggestions directly with the 
Dean on the development of the postgraduate studies.

RGC’s Visit in HKIEd

On the same occasion, Professor Cheng Yin-cheong, Vice President (Research and Development) of HKIEd gave an overview 
of the Institute’s research achievements and outputs in recent years, highlighting the impact of its knowledge transfer 
projects on the school sector and the wider community.

A group of RPg students participated and provided support in the event. During the visit, our RPg students, shared their 
learning experience with the RGC members as a research student at the institute and thoughts on the research 
programme.

Aspiring to become a leading institution in research and development in the Asia and Paci�c region, the Institute will 
keep up with its research and development e�orts in contributing to education change, social development and human 
betterment through partnering with institutions in the region and beyond for fostering deep research and knowledge 
transfer-related cooperation to further enhance the research environment contributing to student learning and the 
wider community.
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RPg and EdD Update

EdD updated

In Semester 2 of 2013/14, twenty students have submitted their 
thesis proposals as well as conducted the presentations. We are 
eager to witness all of their hard work to be converted into 
fruitful achievements. More EdD students are getting ready to 
present their thesis proposals in the coming semester. Please 
keep track with the presentation schedule.

Name Research Topic
CHAN Kai Man To study the Family values of Youth at risks under the Care or Protection Order in Hong Kong

CHAN Shin Ying
Intercultural Education and the Building of Global Citizenship: Development Intercultural
Competence

CHEN Miao Life Education in Primary Schools: Case Study in Hong Kong and Jiangsu

CHEN Yu
Teaching ethics in the context of socio-scientific issues (SSI): the views and practices of secondary
school science teachers in china

CHEUNG Fan Sang
Efficacy of a motivational interviewing programme to improve college students’ physical activity
engagement

CHIANG Tin Wai
A study into factors affecting teacher’s referral decision decisions of students to gifted programs
in Hong Kong Primary schools

DING Rongrong
Foreignization or Domestication: A Parallel corpus-based Study of Preserving cultural other in
Translating culture-specific Terms and Expression in Mo Yan’s Work

HSU Mei Hua Kerry Why don’t nursing students like to work in a geriatric setting?

IP Chi shun
A Hong Kong Study of Relationship between University Students’ Attribution Styles and their
Attitudes Towards Seeking Counseling Help

KAN Lai Har Alta
Teacher Cognition:” Beliefs, assumptions and pedagogical knowledge” in Language Learning and
Teaching in the EFL Context

NG Po Kuen Emmy
A phenomenographic study about the learning and teaching of Chinese characters  to non-
Chinese speaking preschool children

NG Wai Pun Stanley A curriculum study on Life Education in Hong Kong secondary schools

POON Chung Yee
Five Love Languages to Enhance Teacher-Student Relationships to Students with Emotional and
Behavioral Disorders in School for Social Development in Hong Kong

SZE Wan Nga
Associate degree student’s language needs, wants and lacks: The need for EAP course in
community colleges

TO Kai Hung Predicting Adolescents’ Intention on Civic Engagement: Hong Kong Case

WEEMAES Maria-Christina J. A. Perceptions of Holistic education in Hong Kong, Korea and Sweden

WU Tai Wai
Exploring School-Based management in Hong Kong: Validating the imperatives of a successful
secondary school using maxed methods research

Xie ZuoRui Establishing Physical Fitness Assessment to Evaluate Health Status in Chinese Youth

YIM Chi Shing A Narrative Study of Hong Kong Secondary School Principals on Spiritual Leadership

YIP Kim Shun ELT textbooks used in Hong Kong Primary schools: the constituent of learner autonomy?
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RPg updated

Four RPg students have conducted their qualifying presentation. Upon the 
con�rmation of their candidatures, they are eligible to apply for �nancial 
support for their research and attending conferences. More qualifying 
presentations will be held in the coming months. We welcome you all to 
participate in these presentations and learn from each other.

Updates on Research Postgraduate and Doctor of Education Programme
Support to Research Students

Academic Writing Skills Programme for RPg and EdD Students
In view of the positive feedback received from previous Academic Writing Skills Programme organized in Semester 1 of 
2013/14, the Arthur Samy Language Learning Centre (ASLLC) conducted English workshops for the postgraduate 
students between March and April of 2014.

In order to collect feedback from those RPg and EdD students who have participated in the academic writing skills 
programme, emails were sent to them in April 2014. In general, the participants commented that the programme is 
good as a whole due to the professionalism of lecturers, teaching resources and small class teaching.    

The participants also made some valuable suggestions for enhancing the programme in the future. They suggested 
that duration of the programme should be extended and thesis writing skill should be more emphasized in the 
programme in order to enhance their capabilities of thesis writing. 

Statistical Consulting Services for RPg and EdD Students
The Assessment Research Centre (ARC) have provided statistical consulting services for postgraduate students 
between Feb and May of 2014 in light of the positive feedback received from previous statistical consulting services 
organized in Semester 1 of 2013/14.

In order to collect feedback from those RPg and EdD students who have used the statistical consulting services, emails 
were sent to them in May 2014. In general, the users appreciated the useful advice from the consultants while more 
availability of timeslots was recommended. 

For any up-to-date information on the support to RPg & EdD students, please visit the Graduate School’s website.

Name Research Topic

CHEUNG Hin Wah
The Influence of Religious Attitudes on Civic and Moral Values: A
Comparison of Hong Kong and Taiwanese Students

LIU Li The acquisition of semi-fixed idiomatic expressions in Chinese

HO Pui Yu
Design, Synthesis and Application of Ru(II)-Fe(III) Bimetallic
Complexes as a Bi-functional Molecular Device for Simultaneously
Detection and Degradation of Oxalic Acid in Different Water Bodies

LO Chor Ming
Morphological Structure Processing in Chinese Dyslexic Adolescents:
a Neurological Perspective

Student Presented in Qualifying Examination



O
U
T
R
E
A
C
H
I
N
G

Outreaching

International Outreach Study Programme to Australia was 
organized for Research Postgraduate (RPg) students in May 
2014. This tour aims to expand and deepen students’ research 
skills. During the tour, the group visited the University of 
Wollongong, Sydney and the Royal Melbourne Institute of 
Technology, Melbourne and engaged in scholarly exchange 
activities and research experience sharing sessions with 
academic sta� and researchers. The tour provides a good 
opportunity for students to network with overseas researchers 
and scholars.

Student Sharing - Wikki Wong (PhD student)

Experience of Research Study Tour to tertiary institutions in Australia

The objective of the Research Study Tour to tertiary institutions in Australia is 
to enhance students’ international learning experience.

During the 5-day tour, two universities were visited, namely The Royal 
Melbourne Institute of Technology, located in Melbourne, and the University of 
Wollongong in New South Wales. Personally, joining these scholarly exchange 
activities provided me a golden opportunity to network with overseas 
research postgraduate students and scholars, as well as broadened my international 
horizons and understanding of di�erent philosophies. 

My sincere thanks go to the Graduate School which provided us this precious 
opportunity to share thoughts and learn intellectually with international 
research students and scholars. With all of these, the tour impressed and 
motivated me to think critically and independently. Most importantly, it 
aroused my curiosity on the matters around the world. That is what a scholar 
needs to keep him/herself enthusiastic in order to explore and make contributions 
to the community.

International Outreach Study Programme for Research 
Postgraduate Students - Australia
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The �rst ever International Outreach Study Programme (IOSP) for MEd students 
was organized in late May 2014. During the programme, students visited the 
Teachers College, Columbia University in New York City and the Rockford University 
in Illinois. They engaged in various intellectual and cultural exchange activities in 
the IOSP, including tours, cultural visits, and academic sharing with international 
postgraduate students. By visiting renowned and regional universities in the 
United States, MEd students could broaden their perspectives and enrich their 
international experiences. 

Student Sharing - Guo Dandan (MEd student)

It is my honor to join the �rst International Outreach Study Programme (IOSP) organised by the Graduate 
School. 
There is no better way for me to develop a deeper understanding of the education system in western cultures 
other than actually visiting an overseas university myself. First of all, I must thank the Graduate School tremendously 
not only for GS’s full respect to students’ suggestions regarding the organization of an International Outreach 
Programme for master students, but also for its e�ciency in organizing this programme. In fact, this 
programme emerged as a concept and became reality within only a month.

 During the twenty days I spent in the United States, I visited Columbia University and Rockford University. 
These visits were not just walking tours around the campus lead by students. These Universities provided 
participants with a unique opportunity to attend lectures and workshops taught by their professors, which I 
found greatly inspiring. Most importantly, the sharing sessions with the professors and students in the Teachers 
College, Columbia University brought forth a lot of re�ection on myself. I am very interested in education and 
how various systems exist in di�erent cultures. In these sessions our dialogue was totally focused on the nature 
of education, the di�erences between eastern and western countries as well as how students are evaluated 
across cultures. 

After being familiar with a typical western university through these tours, I must say that I also have enjoyed 
other aspects of western culture such as the performing arts. I thoroughly enjoyed several Broadway shows 
which included Les Miserable and the Phantom of the Opera, which each received great praise from audience 
and critics alike are two of the longest running Broadway shows in history. Last but not least, famous museums 
such as the National Museum of Nature and History as well as the Metropolitans Museum, �lled me with tons 
of knowledge and creative imagination.

As a student majoring in education and as a soon to be educator myself, developing a broad perspective of the 
world and being a critical thinker is a must. The IOSP in the United States o�ered me opportunities to develop 
both of these. I appreciated this opportunity very much and I hope this kind of programme will continue to run 
for many years in the future which I believe will truly bene�t many more students.

International Outreach Study Programme for 
Postgraduate Students - The United States of America



S
P
O
T
L
I
G
H
T
,
A
W
A
R
D
S  

&  

S
H
A
R
I
N
G

The Postgraduate Students Publication Awards Scheme is designed to 
encourage postgraduate students to produce quality research outputs 
in the form of journal articles.

In the academic year of 2013-14, 8 students received awards:
- Mr Bhowmik Miron Kumar
- Mr Huang Genghua
- Mr Jin Kuan-yu
- Ms Li Li Juan
- Ms Liu Fulan
- Ms Liu Li
- Ms Tang Shaobing
- Mr Tho Siew Wei
We congratulate these students for receiving the awards with their 
endeavors in research and journal publication.

Hello everyone, I think most of the EdD students have received my calls or 
e-mails, I am Eunice. In the twinkling of an eye, I have been working at the 
Graduate School for almost one and half year. In the past one year, that is my 
pleasure to witness some of our EdD students getting passed in the Viva 
examinations successfully, submitting the bulky and bound theses to GS, 
eventually, being part of the graduation ceremony and becoming a Doctor of 
Education. I believe, without determination, it is not easy to get through this 
exhausting and tough time, but you MADE it. Wish you all the very best for a 
bright future ahead! 

The Postgraduate Students Publication Awards Scheme
Awards

Sharing - GS staff

On 6 August 2014, Prof Stephen Cheung Y. L., President of the 
Hong Kong Institute of Education, together with Prof Lo Sing 
Kai, Dean of Graduate School, and Dr Ng Shun Wing, Head of 
Department of Education Policy and Leadership, has met with 78 
students from the Master of Education (Shanghai Cohort).

During the tea gathering, President Cheung extended greetings 
and warm welcome to the students. The student representatives 
had also given speeches to the audience sharing their feelings 
and thoughts towards their study life at the Institute. In the last 
session, President Cheung, Prof Lo and Dr Ng chatted with 
individual students and students were actively involved in the 
conversations. The event had provided the students a great 
opportunity to share their views to the President, as well as facilitated 
the communication between the Institute’s management team 
and students.

Spotlight

Meeting with President

We look forward to your participation! The Institute will follow a new ranking system from the academic year of 2014-15, for 
detailed guidelines of the scheme and application procedures, please refer to the Graduate School’s website.


