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  INTERVIEW                INTERVIEW 

Interview with
Prof. Cheng, Kat Hung Dennis

鄭吉雄教授
Chair Professor of Cultural History
Associate Dean (Research & Postgraduate Studies) of 
Faculty of Humanities 

A mission-oriented leader and scholar
   

From explaining his huge collection of publications on Zhouyi (周易 or 
I-Ching易經) and his published works developed from longitudinal historical 
and textual research with hermeneutic methods, to comparing studies on 
philosophies of Confucianism and Taoism and chatting about his current role 
as Associate Dean (Research & Postgraduate Studies) of the Faculty of 
Humanities, Prof. Cheng came across as an impressive, pragmatic and calm 
scholar, author and leader with a spontaneous inner peace and equilibrium.

When asked how his experience and cross-subject knowledge (History, Philosophy and Hermeneutics) would be 
applied to his current job and his role as a new academic leader in the Faculty of Humanities, Prof. Cheng 
responded, “From the technical level, I always comply with the existing system. Even though we are idealistic, we have 
to be pragmatic.” In explaining what he meant by “the existing system”, he stated clearly from the 
perspectives of the faculty’s changing positioning and corresponding strategic plans. “In the past, our orientation 
(positioning) was Education and our faculty as ‘Faculty of Languages’ only had Language Education as the major 
component;   but now, we have become ‘Faculty of Humanities’ for which we are building up more boundaries from 
the unlimited academic areas in the whole broad �eld of ‘Humanities’, which is currently a key mission of our 
faculty.” 

Leveraging Resources
Elaborating on the corresponding strategic plans for determining which boundaries could be developed and drawn 
up, Prof. Cheng used the Cantonese slang expression “the food that you have determines how you will have your meal
（睇餸食飯）”, meaning that the resources you have should determine how you will leverage them. “You cannot 
dream of what totally goes beyond your limit. When we do strategic planning, we must prioritize resources available 
at present in order to achieve the faculty’s mission. For instance, Cultural Studies is an area in which our department 
has been preliminarily developed and can be a prospective boundary to be further extended because within this 
boundary, there is a broad inclusivity, which will bring new opportunities to this faculty. Others like 
Comparative Literature or East Asian studies are the same. In addition, we will encourage and give special support to 
other �elds that have been developed in our faculty, in which many sub-areas can also be 
generated.” 
   
Current human resources is another key factor that Prof. Cheng considers in the boundary 
drawing processes. As he put it, “We have innumerable academic areas but the most 
important thing is to draw boundaries by complying with our human resources 
situation. For the areas that have been planned to be further developed but already 
have enjoyed relatively adequate support in terms of human resources, say the �eld of 
Education, what we need to do is continually re�ning our focuses so that we can achieve 
academic breakthroughs. For those newly de�ned boundaries, we will expand our human 
resources capacity based on clear-cut designs and strategies.” 
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  INTERVIEW                INTERVIEW 

A ‘human-centered’ philosophy
   

Prof. Cheng upholds a ‘human-centered’ principle in his 
di�erent roles, be it as a scholar conducting academic 
studies, an educator supervising students or a leader in 
the department. “Why do you think I wrote these books? 
Is it simply because I hoped to have good achievements 
by accumulating more publications?” Prof. Cheng asked 
rhetorically, gazing at the books. “Of course not. These 
are works from my heart, the outcome of my deep 
interest in research.” When being commended on his 
productivity, he said, “Well, being productive cannot be 
understood as something like ‘I will win’ or ‘I will earn 
some awards.’ Everything I do is what makes me happy so 
I complete them with great joy and passion.” 

In addition to his publications, Prof. Cheng’s passion and 
‘human-centered’ approach are also evident in his other 
academic endeavors. For more than a decade, he attends at 
least six or seven academic conferences every year as well 
as organizes discussions frequently among colleagues 
because not only does he �nd enjoyment in sharing his 
studies with others and listening to their responses, he also 
believes that every notion and value of human nature is a 
precious source of inspiration for intellectual exploration. 

A devoted scholar, Prof. Cheng �nds ideas and thoughts 
constantly running through his mind. “My mind is always 
racing; when I am walking, having meals, I do not stop 
thinking. Even when sleeping, I sometimes dream of 
research topics and I write them down after I get up. This 
explains why I don’t really have to search for research topics 
— they just come to me.” 

Understanding Yourself
In supervising his students, Prof. Cheng also holds onto a 
“human-centered” philosophy. “I think the most important 
thing is that everybody should understand himself or 
herself and the whole study journey is to explore his or her 
own heart and mind. What sort of thing in this world is more 
important than self-understanding? Regrettably, many 
people make a mistake in setting themselves goals by 
placing too much emphasis on the sheer number or volume 
of their publications,” Prof. Cheng said. 

“Some ‘mid-stage’ scholars become nervous when they 
�nd themselves not being able to conduct research as 
productively as they were before because their passion 
has faded.” And that’s why Prof. Cheng always tells his 
students: “At the very �rst stage of learning, before 
delving into how signi�cantly our research will 
contribute to the world, give yourself a simple and 
sincere answer to the question ‘What is truly close to 
your heart?’ In other words, our research topics should 
be aligned with our interest.” 

As Associate Dean, Prof. Cheng takes on an academic 
leadership role with a ‘human-centered’ philosophy in 
mind too, as he said, “A task that I have to do is to audit 
the GRF proposals submitted by my colleagues, in 
which I try my best to o�er what I can help with. For 
instance, since my studies involve many �elds, 
sometimes I give comments and suggestions from my 
experiences to the PIs on how to improve the 
possibility of success in their applications. ” 

Looking Forward   
Prof. Cheng also sets short-term as well as long-term 
objectives for work on RAE (Research Assessment 
Exercise). “As Associate Dean of our Faculty, I have the 
responsibility to advise on short-term objectives for 
RAE so that UGC is well informed of our best outputs 
and we will be able to receive more funding. On the 
other hand, that can contribute to a long-term 
objective, that is, to enable our research teams to 
maximize the e�ectiveness of human resources in our 
faculty by understanding more about the strengths of 
our academic sta� so that it will make clear what �elds 
of study our faculty can further develop going 
forward.”
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The 18th Congregation
Contgratulations to a new batch of Graduates! This year, �ve of the Doctor of Education (EdD) 
programme students have successfully completed their viva presentations and ful�lled the graduation 
requirements in Semester 2, 2012/13. They were awarded the Doctor of Education in the 18th Congregation held 
in November 2012. Their thesis topics are as follows:

Besides, a total of 478 students from the programmes below have been awarded Master’s degree. 

We wish you all have a wonderful future!

 Master of Arts in Chinese Studies (Language Education)  
 Master of Arts in Teaching English as an International Language 
 International Executive Master of Arts in Educational Leadership and Change  
 Master of Arts in Music Education  
 Master of Arts in Teaching Chinese as an International Language 
 Master of Education  
 Master of Arts (Contemporary Studio Art and Criticism in Education) 
 Master of Social Science Education (Greater China Studies)  
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Name Specialized Area Thesis Topic Principal Supervisor 

Ms WANG Danping Language Education 

(English) 

The Use of English as a Lingua Franca in the Teaching 

of Chinese as a Foreign Language 

Prof Andy KIRKPATRICK 

Ms ZHENG Yi Educational 

Measurement and 

Assessment 

Structural relations between self-concepts, 

self-regulation, learning strategies and students’ 

achievement 

Prof LO Sing Kai 

Mr SAM Ka Lam Educational 

Measurement and 

Assessment 

Rasch analysis of the Chinese Cerebral Palsy Quality 

of Life for Children (C-CP QOL-Child) 

Prof LO Sing Kai 

Ms Brenda Joan PETERS Special Education Enhancing Participation and Social Cognitive 

Development for Children with ASD: Adopting a 

Mediate Systematic Social Communication and 

Interaction Model 

Prof Chris FORLIN 

Ms ZHANG Luxi Language Education 

(English) 

To break the ice: A case study of Willingness to 

Communicate (WTC) in English language lessons in a 

university of China 

Prof Bob ADAMSON 

 



Updates on Research Postgraduate (RPg) and 
Doctor of Education (EdD) Programme
   

EdD Presentation of Thesis Proposal 
Two EdD students, Mr. Ho Nang Kwok Orlando and Ms Li Lijuan in the 
Specialised area of Life and Values Education and Educational 
Leadership and Management respectively, submitted their thesis 
proposal and presented to the Presentation Panel on 13 July 2012 and 
18 October 2012.

NEWS                      NEWS

RPg Qualifying Presentation

Since the Summer 2012, six Research Postgraduate students 
from 1st and 2nd cohorts have completed the qualifying 
presentation. After their candidatures are con�rmed by the 
Board of Graduate Studies, they will be eligible to apply for 
�nancial support for their conferences, research, etc, which 
helps them to fully focus on their research project without 
�nancial concerns. It is expected that more of the RPg 
students from 2nd and 3rd cohorts will give the presentation
 in next semester.
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Name Date Topic Supervision Team 

Ms LI Dongyu 26/06/2012 Assessing the Relationship between Principal Gender 

and Principal Instructional Leadership: 

A Meta-analysis of PIMRS Studies 

Prof Phillip HALLINGER (PS) 

Prof Allan WALKER 

Dr LU Jiafang 

Mr Bhowmik Miron KUMAR 15/08/2012 ‘Out of School’ Ethnic Minority Children in Hong Kong: 

Who, Why and How They Are? 

Professor KENNEDY Kerry John (PS) 

Dr HUE Ming Tak 

Dr Blaise MINDY  

Ms LIU Fulan 22/08/2012 Investigating the argumentative writing and critical 

thinking of English majors in a mainland Chinese 

university: Implications for policy change 

Dr Paul STAPLETON (PS) 

Prof Philip BENSON 

Dr MA Qing 

Ms WONG Koon Lin 13/09/2012 Teachers’ Perceptions of Moral, Civic and National 

Education in Hong Kong Primary Schools 

Professor LEE Chi Kin John (PS) 

Professor KENNEDY Kerry John 

Dr. CHAN Kin Sang Jacqueline 

Ms LI Xiaojun 07/09/2012 A Qualitative Study of Principal’s Instructional 

Leadership in the Implementation of Curriculum 

Reform in China 

Prof Allan WALKER (PS) 

Prof Philip HALLINGER  

Dr LU Jiafang 

Dr QIAN Haiyan 

Ms LI Xiaomin 08/11/2012 Technical Issues for Cognitive Diagnosis Models Professor WANG Wen Chung (PS) 

Professor MOK Mo Ching Magdalena 

Dr LEUNG Chi Keung Eddie  

PS: Principal Supervisor



Postgraduate Students Library Workshop
   
Two Library Workshops were organized for postgraduate 
students on the topic of Literature Searching and Citation 
Management with focus on Advanced Research Tools like Social 
Sciences Citation Index on 6 October and 13 October 2012 
respectively.  These two Library Workshops were delivered 
by HKIEd Senior Assistant Librarian. We hope that the 
workshops are useful for our postgraduate students to 
build up research skills and �nd out more about the 
practical use of the research tools.

Graduate Studies Research Seminars
   
On 29 October, we were pleased to invite Professor Collie Conoley, 
Director of the Carol Ackerman Positive Psychology Center, and 
Professor Jane Conoley, Dean and Professor of Gevirtz Graduate 
School of Education from the University of California, Santa 
Barbara, to share with us on the topics of “Using Positive 
Psychology in Classroom Teaching” and “Evidence Based 
Classroom Practice: Contributions from Psychological 
Research” respectively. Both seminars inspired our students 
by demonstrating how psychological research can be 
applied in classroom context. 

More Graduate Studies Research Seminars will be 
organized in the coming semester and will be sent 
out by email.

NEWS                      NEWS

Cross-institutional Course/Subject 
Enrolment Scheme for Research 
Postgraduate Students

Please refer to the Graduate School website for 
Application for the Scheme for Semester 2, 
2012/13.

Guidelines on Thesis Submission

As there is increasing number of students from doctoral 
programmes preparing to submit their theses, more precise 
guidelines on thesis submission is going to be available in 
the coming future. With the guidelines, students will be able 
to follow the procedures and format to prepare their theses 
easily. After their graduation, their theses will be 
categoraized in the Library of HKIEd and other databases, so 
that students from HKIEd and the public can get access to 
the theses. The guidelines will be uploaded on the Graduate 
School website and distributed to doctoral students by 
email when ready.
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Updates on Current Students
Revision of the Code of Practice of Research Postgraduate Programme:

The Code of Practice (CoP) of the Research Postgraduate (RPg) Programmes was �rst developed in 2010. Due 
to the recent development of the General Academic Regulations (GAR) for the research component of the RPg 
and professional doctorate programmes, minor changes have been made in the CoP of RPg programmes. You 
may refer to the Graduate School website for the most update version.
(www.ied.edu.hk/gradsch/) 

Postgraduate Students Publication Awards Scheme

The Postgraduate Students Publication Awards Scheme has been in place for two years for the purpose of 
encouraging and motivating postgraduate students to produce high quality research outputs. 

Each awardee will receive:

# According to the Institute’s journal ranking system at the time of application is submitted

You are cordially invited to participate in this scheme.

For detailed guidelines on the scheme and application procedure, please refer to Graduate School’s website. 
We look forward to your participation in the scheme.

For each paper published/accepted in rank A*, A or B journals # HK$5,000 and Certificate 

For each paper published/accepted in rank C journals # HK$1,000 and Certificate 

 

NEW WEBSITE of  Graduate School

Have you been to our new website yet? 
Since the begining of the semester one, our web page has been 
dressed up with new layout and more accessible design. 

Got any comments or suggestions? 
If you have any comments or suggestions on our website, please 
drop us an email at gradsch@ied.edu.hk

NEWS

Postgraduate
Students 
Spring
Gathering

Guest of Honour
Prof. Penny Enslin
 School of Education
 University of Glasgow

23 Feb 2013 (Sat)
12 Noon

Meeting with the Dean
1:30 PM - 2:30 PM

Prof. Lo Sing Kai
Dean of Graduate School
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Collaborations with Universities in UK
   
In late September, the Dean and Associate Dean of the Graduate 
School visited Institute of Education, University of London and 
University of Glasgow. During their time there, they met sta� for 
doctoral and postgraduate programmes and discussed further 
collaboration on the programmes the schools o�er. 

Promotion of Postgraduate Programmes 
in Taiwan and Korea
   
From 31 October to 5 November 2012,  representatives of the 
Graduate School visited the following universities in Taiwan and 
Korea: 

- National Defense Medical Center
- National Taiwan Normal University
- National Chung Hsing University
- Hungkuang University
- Kaohsiung Medical University
- The Catholic University of Korea

Students showed a keen interest, enquiring about the postgraduate 
programmes o�ered by the Institute. Besides, the Dean met senior 
management in these universities seeking for further co-operation 
in the future. 

Information Counter Set Up 
in Eastern China
   
From 20 to 25 November 2012, representative of the Graduate 
School, together with Greater China A�airs O�ce and Faculty of 
Education and Human Development visited three universities in 
Eastern China in promotion of the postgraduate programmes, 
including:

- Shanghai Jiao Tong University
- Shanghai Fudan University
- Nanjing Southeast University

OUTREACHING
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Emilia Szekely    PhD Student
   
I cannot but assume that each one of us that is currently undertaking a PhD 
program, or at least planning to do it, has ever wondered the kind of life it would 
lead himself/herself into, the path one is choosing and those that are being left 
behind. 

I, at least, struggled with that question for a very long period of time. Life is 
anyway a process of continuous learning, in and outside school. A degree? No, 
thats not what motivated me. 

At the end my decision was mainly related to the answer I’ve been building for 
the never ending personal question that has led each of the decisions I’ve 
taken in every step of my professional career:

What can I, a small and insigni�cant person, do to contribute as much as life allows me to, so as to reduce the 
terrible inequality that is being re�ected in today’s world - multiple wars, economic disasters and 
ecological destruction, and to retribute what has been given to me so generously?  

Of course I don’t have a �nal answer to that question yet, and I am aware that if I ever build one I’ll have to deal 
with what Edgar Morin calls "the ecology of action", which means that any action, once started, begins a series of 
interactions and feedback that can ultimately deviate from it or even trigger more powerful forces adverse to the 
action’s original intention. 

However, I found that that dilemma should not be an impediment for me to do as much as possible to act for the 
construction of an alternative world: one without people dying of hunger, without human tra�cking, without 
unnecessary su�ering or injustice, without children begging in my city’s streets, without being concerned for my 
or my relatives and friends’ security, without dramatic unjusti�able headings in every morning’s newspaper. Or at 
least with less of all of them. 

In order to learn the means for myself to ful�ll my limited potential as a human being to embark on that lifelong 
project in the �ght against world inequality I chose to start with a small step: learn. But not learn what others want 
me to learn or what I am supossed to learn. Not this time. Learn, what I chose to learn, what helps me to answer 
the above-mentioned question. What others, the many others that share my inquisitiveness, have found out 
about it. And build upon that. And share it.

Being in an insitute with the sta�’s full energy concentrated in its development, with the great research team that 
my advisors and Center represent, and submerged in a rich and contrasting culture like the Chinese, has 
demonstrated to me in this �rst year, that so far, my decision was a wise one. The rest will fall by its own weight.

SHARING                    SHARING 

Experience Sharing
李慧儀  研究生院職員

各位同事、同學，你們好，我是Yedda。轉眼間已在香港教育學院工作了一年多，
主要負責處理有關教育碩士課程的事務。雖然平日接觸每位同學的時間有限，認識
亦不太深入，但當看著在這裡接觸了一年的同學都畢業了，內心亦感到滿足。適逢
寫這篇分享時，正是本年度畢業禮舉辦的時期，可以看到各位碩士生穿起畢業袍，
踏上人生另一個旅途。在此，我衷心祝願所有畢業生前程錦繡、鵬程萬里，同時亦
希望仍在學的同學繼續努力，在明年的今天穿起教院的畢業袍。
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SHI Yan    MEd Graduate
   
Hello everyone, I am Yancy, a student graduated from the Master of Education 
(MEd) Programme this year. Choosing HKIED for my graduate study after I had 
graduated from an university in Beijing is one of the best decisions I have ever 
made in my life. Staying here for a two years’ master program is so meaningful 
and is such a precious value for me. Yet, still, it was the turning point in my life – 
because it turned me into a student with academic experience and research 
ability. 

During my two years’ staying here, I have been a research assistant, an instruc-
tor, a teaching assistant and so on. It o�ers me various opportunities to do 
research, and the professors here are all very sincere helping me with my stud-
ies. Especially my supervisor, although busy with his work, he gethered our 
research group of graduate students once a week to help us with our own 
research. It was such a valuable experience for our �edgling students, and my 
academic ability improved a lot by this research activity. I enjoy the academic 
atmosphere so much that I applied for the Doctor program in HKIED after I  had 
graduated and now I am a year-one EdD student here. I believe I can achieve 
more in the future by studying here. Thanks for our Institute and our graduate 
school in o�ering us the best learning environment and the richest 
opportunities in improving ourselves.

SHARING                    SHARING 

Dr. ZHANG Luxi     EdD Graduate
   
This November, my three and a half years’ hard work was harvested. I was �nally 
awarded a doctoral degree in English language education from the chancellor. 
Though I am now back in Hangzhou, China and far from the institute, as a newly 
graduate from the Institute, the campus leaves not only lots of its beautiful 
scenery in my mind, but also lots of its unforgettable memories in my heart.

When I �rst gathered the courage to quit my previous job to pursue further study in 
the Institute, I just expected to have professional development through the doctor-
al programme. But during the years in the institute, I met many friends and teachers 
who helped me enormously in my studies and everyday life. What impressed me 
most is that the institute is full of academic rigor with hard working and 
knowledgeable scholars. For instance, my principal supervisor Professor Bob 
Adamson required me to write regularly every day and always provided instant 
feedback. 

Despite the teachers’ support, in situations when I was stressed by my studies and 
sometimes even wished to give up, my classmates, sta� in the graduate school and 
other acquaintances would encourage me to move on. I would like to express my 
gratitude to all my teachers and friends in the Institute. Without their support, I may 
not have been able to �nish my thesis and go home to be with my family so soon. I 
will also miss the lovely campus and shall visit it again when next time I 
come to Hong Kong. 
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Information Day for
Postgraduate Programmes

18 January 2013 (Fri)
18:30 - 20:30
     

19 January 2013 (Sat)
14:30 - 17:00
Venue:
Tai Po Campus,
The Hong Kong Institute of Education
10 Lo Ping Road, Tai Po, 
New Territories, Hong Kong

For registration and details of seminars, visit:
www.ied.edu.hk/gradsch/infoday2013

Updates on Prospective Students
   

Informdation Day for Postgradaute Programmes

The Graduate School and other three faculties, Faculty of Education and Human Development, Faculty of 
Humanities and Faculty of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences, jointly organize an Information Day for Postgradaute 
Programmes on 18 and 19 January 2013.  Representatives from di�erent programmes will give talks on the 
postgraduate programmes.

For details of the talks, please refer to:
www.ied.edu.hk/gradsch/infoday2013

Postgraduate Programme Prospectus

The Graduate School, in collaboration with other three faculties, has published 
a postgraduate programme prospectus for 2013/14 intake.

The prospectus introduces a wide range of programmes the Institute o�ers in the 
coming academic year. Copies can be obtained at the Graduate School.

NEWS  
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Graduate School, B4-G/F-02, The Hong Kong Institute of Education, 
10 Lo Ping Road, Tai Po, New Territories, Hong Kong
Tel:  +852 2948 6611  Fax:  +852 2948 6619
Email: gradsch@ied.edu.hk Website:  www.ied.edu.hk/gradsch

Postgraduate Programmes 
2013-14
Graduate School   

Doctor of Philosophy & Master of Philosophy 
Doctor of Education  
Master of Education 

For enquiries: 

Tel +852 2948 6611  
www.ied.edu.hk/gradsch 
gradsch@ied.edu.hk 

 

Faculty of Education and Human Development   
Master of Arts in Educational Counselling   
Master of Science in Educational Speech-Language Pathology and Learning Disabilities  
International Executive Master of Arts in Educational Leadership and Change 
Postgraduate Diploma in Psychology (Schools and Community Settings) 
Postgraduate Diploma in Education (Early Childhood Education)  
Postgraduate Diploma in Education (Professional & Vocational Education)  

For enquiries: 

Tel +852 2948 8576     
www.ied.edu.hk/fehd 
fehd@ied.edu.hk 

 
Faculty of Humanities  

Master of Arts in Chinese Studies (Language Education)  
Master of Arts in Teaching Chinese as an International Language  
Master of Arts in Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages  
Master of Arts in Educational Linguistics and Communication Sciences  

For enquiries: 

Tel +852 2948 7152     
www.ied.edu.hk/�hm 
�hm@ied.edu.hk 

 

Faculty of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences  
Master of Arts (Contemporary Studio Art and Criticism in Education)  
Master of Arts in Education for Sustainability* 
Master of Arts in Mathematics and Pedagogy 
Master of Arts in Music Education 
Master of Social Science Education (Greater China Studies)  
Postgraduate Diploma in Education (Primary)  
Postgraduate Diploma in Education (Secondary)  

For enquiries: 

Tel +852 2948 8036  
www.ied.edu.hk/�lass 
�lass@ied.edu.hk 

 

* Subject to the Institute’s approval

Graduate School
www.ied.edu.hk/gradsch


