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It’s my great honour to be appointed as the 
Associate Dean of the Graduate School, to contribute 
my best e�orts to the management of the Master, 
Doctorate and Research Postgraduate (RPg) 
programmes. With the perseverance and continuous 
support of a group of devoted colleagues, I am 
con�dent and prepared to strive for the enhancement 
and new initiatives for the future development of the 
Graduate School. 

In my initial contact with the graduate students in the 
recent Postgraduate Summer School and Research Conference, I can feel their 
enthusiasm and dedication towards research and scholarly activities. I believe 
these positive attitudes are instrumental to the success in their studies and the 
accomplishments of our programmes. 

Prof. Winnie So
Associate Dean, Graduate School

To know more about Prof.  Winnie So’s background, see p.12

Above:  Prof. Winnie So at the 
Postgraduate Summer School 
and Research Conference.
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Interview with Associate Vice President (Academic Affairs)
Professor CHENG, May Hung May

It is our honor to interview Professor CHENG, May 
Hung May, an Associate Vice President (Academic 
A�airs), Registrar in Registry and professor in the 
Department of Science and Environmental Studies.

Mission-oriented attitudes and actions in Social Roles
Professor Cheng is so impressive with her attitudes and 
actions pertaining to missions in her di�erent roles as a 
Science Educator, scholar and Expert Consultant.

As a Science Educator
A mission penetrating her role as a Science Educator is 
‘helping people who want to become science teachers’. 
Prof Cheng introduced herself in the prologue of this 
interview with the comment, “I used to teach biology in 
secondary school, but years later, I wanted to teach people 
who intended to teach biology or science in secondary or 
primary schools; hence, naturally, my research would be 
about science teaching and learning in the classroom or 
helping people who want to become science teachers, 
which is referred to as ‘science teacher education’. And my 
work is really in teacher education and helping people who 
want to prepare themselves to be teachers of science at the 
primary or secondary level. ” 

The criteria that Prof. Cheng considers are required to be an 
international-level Science Educator are not only related to 
practical experience (such as her teaching experience in 
secondary schools), but also a multi-disciplinary academic 
background, as she stated, “A majority of the science 
educators internationally have a science subject 
background, either in their �rst, second or PhD degree, and 
then they do research in science education.” Hence, with a 
Bachelor of Science degree from the University of Hong 
Kong, a Certi�cate of Education and a Master of Education 
degree and her practical experience, she completed her 
PhD studies in New Zealand.

As a Scholar in Science Education
First of all, in order to help teachers to understand their 
students more deeply and to de�ne practical ways or 
strategies to improve their teaching, she has been 
committed to conducting research and has collected data 
from both students and teachers. For instance, one of her 
papers published in the Canadian Journal of Science 
Education in 2008 was developed based on empirical 
research on students’ own perspectives on di�culties in 

project learning other than what teachers could 
provide. Hence, its �ndings objectively and vividly 
informed the teachers of the students’ own 
perspectives on their learning, and consequently 
suggested to teachers practical ways or strategies to 
support students’ learning.

In addition, to promote Asian perspectives on 
Science Education internationally is always a key 
goal for her publications. One of the examples is an 
edited book published in 2011, called “International 
Context in Science Education” completed by a 
collaboration of “a very good team of authors from 
di�erent countries like Thailand, New Zealand, 
Singapore, Taiwan and Hong Kong. And they (the 
authors) would o�er their own perspectives and 
each contribute their own research �ndings in the 
book chapters,” as Prof. Cheng explained. As one of 
the authors of this book, Prof. Cheng 
introduced it to us with great enthusiasm and 
underlined its signi�cance: “We �nd it very 
important because most of the time, people are very 
much engaged with research conducted in 
European, Australian or U.S. contexts, but this book 
is about Asian researchers reporting their own 
�ndings, which provides an avenue for the Asian 
researchers to report their �ndings in order to 
provide insights to worldwide readers about what is 
going on in Asian classrooms.”

As an Expert Consultant
Meanwhile, Prof. Cheng has been playing the role of 
expert consultant in the Hong Kong 
Examinations and Assessment Authority as well as 
the Curriculum Development Council, but the 
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Interview with Associate Vice President (Academic Affairs)
Professor CHENG, May Hung May

views and comments she provides in these committees are 
usually driven by the mission to provide views, 
comments or opinions  re�ecting real concerns of 
biology or science teachers, as she stated, “For me, my 
work and research are about conducting research in 
schools so I would draw on the experience of the subjects 
and then provide my views and comments in these 
committees; hence, what I am trying to do is to re�ect the 
concerns of biology or science teachers in these 
committees and also provide opinions when they try to 
draw up, for example, a new curriculum or subject areas for 
examination.”

project learning other than what teachers could 
provide. Hence, its �ndings objectively and vividly 
informed the teachers of the students’ own 
perspectives on their learning, and consequently 
suggested to teachers practical ways or strategies to 
support students’ learning.

In addition, to promote Asian perspectives on 
Science Education internationally is always a key 
goal for her publications. One of the examples is an 
edited book published in 2011, called “International 
Context in Science Education” completed by a 
collaboration of “a very good team of authors from 
di�erent countries like Thailand, New Zealand, 
Singapore, Taiwan and Hong Kong. And they (the 
authors) would o�er their own perspectives and 
each contribute their own research �ndings in the 
book chapters,” as Prof. Cheng explained. As one of 
the authors of this book, Prof. Cheng 
introduced it to us with great enthusiasm and 
underlined its signi�cance: “We �nd it very 
important because most of the time, people are very 
much engaged with research conducted in 
European, Australian or U.S. contexts, but this book 
is about Asian researchers reporting their own 
�ndings, which provides an avenue for the Asian 
researchers to report their �ndings in order to 
provide insights to worldwide readers about what is 
going on in Asian classrooms.”

As an Expert Consultant
Meanwhile, Prof. Cheng has been playing the role of 
expert consultant in the Hong Kong 
Examinations and Assessment Authority as well as 
the Curriculum Development Council, but the 

3

   NEWS UPDATE   NEWS UPDATE   NEWS UPDATE   NEWS UPDATE   NEWS UPDATE   NEWS UPDATE     NEWS UPDATE   NEWS UPDATE   NEWS UPDATE   

Some possible ways to develop students’ interest and 
inquiry are (i) making the subject more relevant to 
students’ daily life experience. For example, science 
contents can be integrated with technology, social 
issues, etc. so that an issue-based or thematic approach 
can be implemented; (ii) teachers can engage in action 
research, which means that they collect information or 
feedback from students about their perceptions of 
their learning and devise ways to improve the teaching 
so that in their own teaching, they can better address 
the needs of the students.

Academic Leadership
An important role that Prof. Cheng plays is 
Associate Vice President (Academic A�airs) and 
Registrar of HKIEd. She believes that both her academic 
and her administrative experience have contributed to 
her work in these positions. She �nds scienti�c thinking 
helpful in performing her role “…looking at problems 
from di�erent perspectives and providing di�erent or 
creative solutions to them”. In addition, she applies 
various research methods to trying to �nd out answers 
or suggest solutions. 

In addition, she feels that her previous work experience 
has contributed much to her current duties “…I’ve been 
working here in the HKIEd for quite a number of years 
in di�erent positions, di�erent departments or 
faculties, and now I come to the Registry; therefore, I 
could understand how work is done at di�erent levels. 
That helps with my work in the Registry, in my current 
role.” 

Besides her work experience within HKIEd, she has also 
had experience working at the University of Oxford, UK 
in the past two years and she believes that this 
experience has widened her views. It helps her to 
understand thinking and di�erent ways of doing things 
in di�erent contexts and how decisions are made 
regarding di�erent policies and cultural contexts.

The interview was wrapped up with questions asked by Prof. Cheng about our academic background with a kind smile…

Current Issues and Suggestions to Hong Kong Science 
Education
Current Issues
Prof. Cheng also stated some current issues related to 
primary and secondary school science learning and 
teaching. For instance, in primary schools, science is not an 
individual subject but an integrated subject in General 
Studies so some of the teachers have a social science 
background rather than a science background. Therefore, 
they may �nd the content a little bit di�cult to handle 
when they are teaching, especially at the upper primary 
levels; or they may not know how to stimulate the students 
to generate enthusiasm in learning or inquiring. 

On the other hand, in junior secondary schools, science is 
an integrated subject which includes Chemistry, Physics 
and Biology, and in senior secondary schools, they are 
independent subjects; hence, the teachers are required to 
have a science degree background. However, a big issue is 
that not many students are interested in learning science 
and they usually have inadequate inquiry skills. A special 
phenomenon is that students get high scores but “interest 
is another thing” as Prof. Cheng noted. Without real 
motivation or interest in learning science, a negative 
consequence is that not many students would like to 
devote themselves to science related studies in 
universities, resulting in a possible lack of professionals in 
the science and science education �elds.

Suggestions
Subsequently, Prof. Cheng provided some suggestions to 
further improve this situation. Interest and inquiry skills in 
science are key elements for students pursuing further 
studies; however, both of these need to be developed at 
the primary level and “continuously they can build up their 
skills towards the secondary level, and then when they 
move on to later stages of their education”.
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Updates on Research Postgraduate (RPg) and 
Doctor of Education (EdD) Programmes
RPg Qualifying Presentations

In semester two of 2011-12 academic year, �ve Research Postgraduate students have completed the qualifying 
presentation. Having conducted the presentation and con�rmed candidature signify a key step in their research 
journey. It is delighted to see students are on the right track and work hard on their study and research.
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Some possible ways to develop students’ interest and 
inquiry are (i) making the subject more relevant to 
students’ daily life experience. For example, science 
contents can be integrated with technology, social 
issues, etc. so that an issue-based or thematic approach 
can be implemented; (ii) teachers can engage in action 
research, which means that they collect information or 
feedback from students about their perceptions of 
their learning and devise ways to improve the teaching 
so that in their own teaching, they can better address 
the needs of the students.

Academic Leadership
An important role that Prof. Cheng plays is 
Associate Vice President (Academic A�airs) and 
Registrar of HKIEd. She believes that both her academic 
and her administrative experience have contributed to 
her work in these positions. She �nds scienti�c thinking 
helpful in performing her role “…looking at problems 
from di�erent perspectives and providing di�erent or 
creative solutions to them”. In addition, she applies 
various research methods to trying to �nd out answers 
or suggest solutions. 

In addition, she feels that her previous work experience 
has contributed much to her current duties “…I’ve been 
working here in the HKIEd for quite a number of years 
in di�erent positions, di�erent departments or 
faculties, and now I come to the Registry; therefore, I 
could understand how work is done at di�erent levels. 
That helps with my work in the Registry, in my current 
role.” 

Besides her work experience within HKIEd, she has also 
had experience working at the University of Oxford, UK 
in the past two years and she believes that this 
experience has widened her views. It helps her to 
understand thinking and di�erent ways of doing things 
in di�erent contexts and how decisions are made 
regarding di�erent policies and cultural contexts.

The interview was wrapped up with questions asked by Prof. Cheng about our academic background with a kind smile…

Student’s Name Research topic Principal Supervisor Associate Supervisors 

CHOW Kui Foon Measuring Adolescent Civic Competency in Asia: Establishing 

a New Framework 

Prof. Kerry KENNEDY Prof WANG Wen Chung 

Prof MOK Mo Ching 

Magdalena 

WU Xiaofang Welfare Regionalism in China:  

Fussy-set Analysis of Social Insurance Implementation in 

Coastal Cities 

Prof. MOK Ka Ho Prof M RAMESH 

Dr LAU Ka Wai Maggie 

QIAN Zhen On the Diachronic Change of Written Language in Classical 

Chinese --- A Case of Adverbs in SHI JI (史記) and XIN WU 

DAI SHI (新五代史) 

Prof. ZHU Qing Zhi Prof TSOU Ka Yin Benjamin 

Prof FENG Shengli  

XIE Qing Investigating the Effectiveness of English for Occupational 

Purposes (EOP) Training in Workplace: A Case Study of an 

EOP Program in China 

Prof. Rupert MACLEAN Prof Bob ADAMSON 

Dr GAN Zhengdong 

MELE Elias Personalizing Greenhouse Gas Emissions Trading Scheme:  

Ethical and Practical Considerations for China and the World 

Prof. Paul G HARRIS Prof Sonny LO 

Prof Kevin Bo MIAO 

 EdD Presentation of Thesis Proposal

To facilitate the study progress, EdD students are strongly encouraged 
to submit the thesis proposal and conduct the presentation of thesis 
proposal in the following semester after completing all the taught 
courses. 

In semester two of 2011/12 academic year, four EdD students have 
successfully completed and presented their thesis proposals. For the 
study progress of the �rst two cohorts of the EdD students, nearly all of 
them have already completed the taught courses and almost half of 
them have conducted their presentation of thesis proposals; the 
remaining students are expected to present their thesis proposals in the 
coming semesters. 

Name Specialised Area 

JIA Nan Educational Leadership and Management 

XIE Qun Science Education 

TANG Shaobing Educational Leadership and Management 

ZHANG Yanxiang Language Education (English) 
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Updates For Prospective Students

Applications for Doctor of Philosophy [PhD] and
Master of Philosophy [MPhil]

The PhD/MPhil programmes are designed for students 
wishing to pursue academic or research careers in education, 
humanities, social sciences, and cultural and creative arts.

Financial Support for full-time research students:

*Subject to change

For more details, please visit: www.ied.edu.hk/gradsch

Information Day for Postgraduate Programmes

The Information Day for Postgraduate Programmes 2012, jointly organized by 
Graduate School and three faculties, was successfully held in last February.

For 2012-13, the  Information Day for Postgraduate Programmes will be held in 
January next year!

Stay tune for more information!

Applications for Doctor of Education (EdD) and 
Master of Education (MEd) programmes are now open!

Both programmes are designed for experienced educators and those 
whose strive to deepen their understanding in the �eld of education.

For details and applications, please visit our website: 
www.ied.edu.hk/gradsch

Hong Kong PhD Fellowship Scheme 2013/14

Applicants who are interested in studying PhD programme at HKIEd 
may also apply for the Hong Kong PhD Fellowship Scheme. 

Within the Scheme, students will be provided for 

To Apply:
Eligible candidates should make their initial application through the 
online system at www.rgc.edu.hk/hkphd to obtain a reference 
number before submitting full applications to their selected 
institutions.  Full application should be submitted to HKIEd via the 
online admission system at 
http://www.ied.edu.hk/acadprog/online/

For details, please visit:
www.ied.edu.hk/gradsch

Financial Support Amount 

Monthly Stipend HK$20,000 

Conference and Related Expenses HK$10,000 per year up to 3 years 

 

Monthly Stipend HK$13,800* 

Conference Support HK$11,000 

Research Expenses HK$10,000 
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 Prof. Joe Gra�am

Upcoming Workshops

A series of Library Workshops will be arranged for 
postgraduate students. Sta� from the Library will 
bring you through di�erent Library services that
are useful for your research studies.

No matter your research is qualitative or 
quantitative, we recommend you to join the 
Statistical Workshop Series organised by the 
Assessment Research Centre, more details will
follow!!

So, check your email account for more updates!

Graduate Studies Research Seminars

The seminars will be arranged throughout the year 
for students to enhance their research skills. The 
main focus of the seminars is to let students to learn 
more critical research skills as well as to let students 
to familiarize the issues, skills, ethics, methodologies 
and tools which are essential for them to conduct 
research e�ectively in the research environment. It is 
bene�cial for students to apply the skills and 
knowledge gained from the seminars into their own 
research project. 

The seminars will be announced via email in the 
upcoming academic year.

Updates For Current Students

Research Supervision Workshop Series 2012

The �rst Research Supervision Workshop was delivered by Professor Joe GRAFFAM, 
Pro Vice-Chancellor (Research Development and Training) at the Deakin University 
on 9 April 2012. During the workshop, Professor GRAFFAM shared with us the ‘Best 
Practice’ on postgraduate student research supervision as well as his 
experiences in supervising research students.

The second workshop was held on 31 May 2012. Professor Andrew BROWN, Former 
Dean of Doctoral School at the Institute of Education of University of London, shared 
his experiences in building up a supervision guideline with academic sta�.

More workshops will be coming soon!

Updated General Academic Regulations

Please refer to our website for the following updated General Academic Regulations:

-  GAR for the Research Component of the Research Postgraduate and 
 Professional Doctorate Programmes

-  GAR for Taught Postgraduate Programmes

Prof. Andrew Brown
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Ms JIA Nan (Right) 

Awardees received their certi�cates during the Postgraduate 
Summer School and Research Conference.

Scholarships Available for Postgraduate Students

Please refer to the webpage below for the list of available scholarships for 
Postgraduate Students:

http://www.ied.edu.hk/gradsch/resources/pdf/Scholarship.pdf

Ms JIA Nan, a year 2 EdD student specializing in educational management, 
has been awarded the Principal Chan Yau Kwong Memorial Scholarship for 
Educational Management earlier this year.

Cross-institutional Course/Subject Enrolment Scheme for Research Postgraduate Students

This collaboration scheme is established between eight UGC-funded institutions in Hong Kong to enhance 
the opportunities for postgraduate students to access to research postgraduate courses and expertise at 
other universities.

For research postgraduate students who want to enroll in courses o�ered by other UGC-funded 
institutions, please visit websites of the institutions concerned for detailed information:

Further information can be found on our website:
www.ied.edu.hk/gradsch

Institution Information Information Available 
from 

Application Deadline Start of 
Semester One 

The Chinese University of Hong Kong  27 Jul 2012 31 Aug 2012 10 Sep 2012 
City University of Hong Kong  6 Aug 2012 27 Aug 2012 3 Sep 2012 
Hong Kong Baptist University  1 Aug 2012 22 Sep 2012 1 Sep 2012 
The Hong Kong Institute of Education 18 July 2012 13 Aug 2012 10 Sep 2012 
The Hong Kong Polytechnic University  13 Aug 2012 16 Sep 2012 17 Sep 2012 
The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology  7 Aug 2012 31 Aug 2012 10 Sep 2012 
Lingnan University  16 Jul 2011 24 Aug 2012 10 Sep 2012 
The University of Hong Kong 1 Aug 2012 31 Aug 2012 17 Sep 2012 
 

Postgraduate Students Publication Awards Scheme

The Postgraduate Students Publication Awards Scheme has been launched for two years for the purpose of 
encouraging and motivating postgraduate students to produce high quality research outputs.

# According to the Institute’s journal ranking system at the time of 
application is submitted

So far, a total of 12 students from RPg and EdD programmes have 
been awarded.

For detailed guideline of the scheme and application procedure, 
please refer to Graduate School’s website. We look forward to 
your participation in the scheme.

For each paper published/accepted in rank A*, A or B journals # HK$5,000 and Certificate 

For each paper published/accepted in rank C journals # HK$1,000 and Certificate 
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Postgraduate Summer School and
Research Conference 2012
The Postgraduate Summer School and Research Conference 2012 (Summer School) has been held on 2-3 June 
2012. The Summer School is jointly organized by the Graduate School of The Hong Kong Institute of Education 
(HKIEd), University of Macau (UMAC) and South China Normal University (SCNU). 

The aim of the Summer School is to enrich postgraduate students’ research skills and their research project 
designs. Series of keynote speeches and conferences were held to accomplish this aim.

First day of the Summer School was held in UMAC on 2 June 2012.  After the opening ceremony, the following 
two eminent researchers have delivered their keynote speeches and the speeches have also been broadcasted 
at HKIEd.

Professor Andrew BROWN, 
Former Dean of Doctoral School, 

Institute of Education, 
University of London

 
Professor Brown’s speech focused on the 
design of research project which should 
be theoretically and empirically coherent.

   NEWS UPDATE   NEWS UPDATE   NEWS UPDATE  

 

The second day was kicked o� by the keynote speech delivered by Professor LO Sing Kai, Dean of Graduate 
School (HKIEd). While introducing the skills and importance of systematic literature review, his speech also 
mentioned several assessment methods for quality of literature which had been widely accepted.

Professor LO’s speech was followed by a Forum for Postgraduate Providers.  Through the forum, students 
expressed their opinions on their postgraduate study and provided constructive feedbacks for the continuous 
development of the postgraduate programmes. 

Besides the keynote speeches, a series of conference presentations have been held during the two-day event.  
Apart from UMAC, SCNU and HKIEd, students from the University of Hong Kong, Lingnan University, and 
Deakin University have also made presentations during the conference. Panel members in each session had 
given useful comments pin-pointing the drawbacks and value of students’ research. 

Professor Xitao FAN
Dean of Faculty of Education

University of Macau

Professor Fan had given a speech with 
huge coverage which included preventing 
plagiarism, importance of authorship, 
transforming conference papers to journal 

papers.

Forum for Postgraduate Providers Conference Presentation
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Visit to Inner Mogolia University

Information seminar on Master’s programmes 
at the Anhui University of Finance and 
Economics 

International Exchange Tour to Singapore
As the �rst of its kind at the Institute, an International Exchange Tour of 
RPg students has been held on 4-9 March 2012 and the destination is 
Singapore. During the tour, students engaged in scholarly exchange 
activities with research students, academic sta�, and researchers at the 
National Institute of Education (NIE) in Singapore and the National 
University of Singapore (NUS). Throughout the tour, students attended 
classes of PhD courses as a knowledge building activity and actively 
participated in the research experience sharing sessions, as well as making 
presentations in postgraduate research seminars. 

In addition, students have a chance to visit local cultural and historical 
sites to broaden their perspectives and understanding of di�erent 
cultures. The exchange tour provides RPg students with the 
opportunity to strengthen their research skills, expands their horizons and 
enhances their interaction with more overseas scholars and research 
students. It is a fruitful experience for the students and they all have a 
better understanding of their roles as research students and the global 
trend of research. 

Visit to Hebei Education Department

Information Seminar and
Promotion in Mainland China
In the past few months, the Graduate School visited a number of 
universities and educational organizations in Mainland China to 
conduct information seminars on the Master of Education and other 
Master’s programmes, to promote our postgraduate programmes, and 
to explore collaboration opportunities with Mainland counterparts at 
both Master and Doctoral levels. 

The Graduate School has organized visits to the following universities 
and educational organization to promote our postgraduate 
programmes:
- Inner Mongolia Normal University
- Inner Mongolia University
- Hebei Education Department 
- Hebei Normal University
- Shantou University Medical College

To further strengthen the position of the Institute as the regional 
education hub and to play a distinctive role in leading education 
internationally, the Graduate School will continue to promote the 
postgraduate programmes both regionally and internationally and to 
explore possible areas of collaboration all over the world.  



Free Columns for Students
THO Siew Wei (PhD student)

Before awarding the postgraduate studentship from HKIEd, I’m a lecturer 
from Sultan Idris Education University, Malaysia. I earned my Bachelor of 
Science Education degree (2004) and Master of Physics Education degree 
(2008) from there. My research focused particularly on the science laboratory 
development via open source-based data acquisition. Due to rapid 
technological change, my doctoral research will be more focused on the 
development and evaluation of laboratory-based learning via internet. It is 
also known as web-based or remote-controlled laboratory.

Since I’m a newcomer, everything is new for me. Especially, the weather is totally different from my country. After 
3 months staying here, I think I'm able to adapt the studying and living style in Hong Kong. In fact, I’m a very lucky 
person because my wife is willing to sacrifice and come to Hong Kong with me by taking unpaid leave for three 
years. Moreover, I have a very helpful and caring supervisor. He tries to provide support regarding everything of 
my new life in Hong Kong. 

Additionally, he let me pick up as much experiences in doing educational research as possible by inviting me to 
join his ongoing national and international research studies. By participating in different research studies, I have 
gained different ways of conducting qualitative and quantitative research. For instance, I had the chance to visit, 
observe and interview the students in Hong Kong primary and secondary school. Recently, I’m also involved in an 
international study for science education. Similarly, I need to visit and interview the undergraduate students in 
Guangzhou, China. By taking part in these research activities, I become more confident and open-minded. In 
practice, it is very useful for my PhD study especially for the evaluation part.

Today, conducting research is undoubtedly important element of academic career preparation and 
development. Research can be expressed as a process of seeking, understanding and creating an efficient way of 
practice or study. As a new PhD student, I think it is important to know your research area or supervisor better. By 
performing this action, there are a lot of ways in reviewing your research area through multidisciplinary academic 
search engine, such as, Google scholar, Mendeley and HKIEd iSearch. Besides that, I would like to share another 
way to perform the citation analysis by using a free software that developed by Anne-Wil Harzing, known as 
Harzing’s Publish or Perish. It can be downloaded easily from http://www.harzing.com/pop.htm. As a reference, it 
also will help you to know the most-cited papers, papers per year and types of journal of your research area, 
supervisor or any academician.

Finally, I would like to take a moment to thank my family, supervisor and HKIEd. I will always appreciate the way 
you support, guide and afford me to join in the PhD program.
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10

Follow us on Sina Weibo (Sina Miniblog) for 
more updates:

http://weibo.com/hkiedgs

Visit to Inner Mogolia University

Visit to Hebei Education Department



So, what’s the motivation to put myself through all this hard work? Part of it is 
undoubtedly the challenge not to be left behind – the world is changing fast, and 
if I want to keep up (let alone stay ahead) I need to constantly strive to ‘upgrade’ 
myself, to ‘maintain my employability’ as it were. A doctorate is certainly as good a 
way as any of achieving that. If, in addition, I am fortunate enough to find a job 
afterwards that is both personally and financially rewarding (along with the very 
real sense of achievement that I anticipate to accompany the completion of the 
programme), then similarly the EdD will have succeeded in ‘ticking all the right boxes’. 

However, important though they both are, neither of these by themselves tells the whole story. At the heart of 
undertaking any course of study, I believe, is because it feels right to do so. We may have a definite goal in mind 
when we set out, some long-term aim that the attainment of the qualification will help us accomplish; conversely, 
we may set out without a clear roadmap towards a destination that still appears a bit vague, but secure in the 
knowledge that a greater underlying purpose is guiding the endeavour. Either way, going hand in hand with this 
philosophy is a receptivity and a desire to embrace new opportunities, including ones that may at first seem 
tangential to the direction in which we find ourselves travelling. Certainly, the different educational doors that 
have opened up (and continue to do so) via the EdD have taught me that no experience – however unrelated it 
might appear at the time – is ever wasted.

At the end of the day, it’s that very combination of the known and the unknown which, for me, really makes the 
educational journey worthwhile. 

In the meantime, I fully intend to keep enjoying the (EdD) ride.
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Richard Guy WHITBREAD (EdD student)
Some things in life happen by accident and others by design … sometimes even a combination of the two. In my 
case, the decision to study for an EdD was a direct result of having spent two very enjoyable years completing an 
MEd in Creative / Visual Arts here at The Hong Kong Institute of Education … which in itself came about because 
of the desire for a fresh challenge, specifically one that would take me back to my musical ‘roots’. What I could not 
have foreseen then, I think it’s true to say, was that four years later I would still be a student, this time one 
embarking on his second year of study as part of a doctoral journey that could very well occupy him until at least 
the middle of 2014!
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許超   教育碩士生
大家好！

2011年，我從內蒙古來到香港，從此開始我在教院的研究之旅。作為一名祖國內地的教育工作者，
我深諳不斷學習教育理論的重要性；作為一名民族教育的研究者，我深諳將先進教育理論應用於民
族教育在實踐中的任重與道遠。香港教育學院，給予我一個瞭解世界和學術鑽研的平台，使我能夠
以世界的眼光去研究教育，同時又能夠以民族的眼光去實踐教育。

初到教院，首先接收到的是各種尖端的教學元素的腦力衝擊。無論是學校的硬件設施，還是各位教
授的學術理念，再到所學知識的系統性和前瞻性，無一例外的體現著香港教育學院在教育研究方面
的先導地位。

除了在課堂上培養學生專業的學術素養，教院研究生院還給予我們豐富的學習資源以及學術交流機
會，例如每周定期舉辦的Research Meeting和一年一度的Summer School，這些態度嚴謹、內容豐富的
學術活動為我們每一位學生提供了施展自己和鍛鍊自己的舞台，令我們更直接的接受到國際化和前
沿化的知識，更重要的是使每一位參與者將學者的精神得到身體力行。

“博學之，審問之，慎思之，明辨之，篤行之”——我們的教院，在潛移默化中步步踐行著學習的
真諦，給予我和其他熱愛學術追求真理的同學以特別而難忘的人生經歷，相信這段經歷與體驗也將
成為令我們終身受用的寶貴財富。

Information Day for Postgraduate Programmes

The Information Day for Postgraduate Programmes 2012, jointly organized by 
Graduate School and three faculties, was successfully held in last February.

For 2012-13, the  Information Day for Postgraduate Programmes will be held in 
January next year!

Stay tune for more information!



Experience Sharing
張博宇  研究生院職員

Graduate School, B4-G/F-02, The Hong Kong Institute of Education, 
10 Lo Ping Road, Tai Po, New Territories, Hong Kong
Tel 852 2948 6611  Fax 852 2948 6619
Email gradsch@ied.edu.hk Website http://www.ied.edu.hk/gradsch
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一年前還是一位研究生，埋頭苦幹趕著完成自己的論文；一年後，我已在研究生
院工作了大半年。在短短時日內，身處於兩個截然不同卻又關係密切的位置上，
感覺很奇妙。

因為研究生的經歷，我明白當中的無助及迷茫，希望學校及導師給予多些支援；
在研究生院的職位，卻又使我明白行政上的壓力和困難。兩者之間有著糾纏不清
的矛盾。

這個矛盾在“研究生”這個名詞誕生時就已經存在，亦都只會在這個名詞消失後
才會解決。有趣的是，正正就是這個矛盾，成就了一個又一個的知名學府，因為
它就是不斷改進的原動力。

是的，研究生與研究生院的相互作用是推動每一個研究式課程成長的肥料。現在
，教育學院的研究式課程還只是一棵幼苗，我們要繼續努力，讓這棵幼苗成為教
育學院不斷向上的枝幹。

Meet our NEW Associate Dean
Professor SO, Wing Mui Winnie

Prof. SO has been working in teacher education since the 1990s and has rich 
experience in teaching postgraduate diploma, Master of Education, Doctor of 
Education and PhD programmes, in the areas of Science Education, 
General Studies and Liberal Studies. Apart from being the Associate Dean of the 
Graduate School, she is concurrently the Head of Department of Science and 
Environmental Studies.

Internationally, Prof. SO is an executive member of the World Education Research 
Association (WERA) and the East Asian Science Education Association (EASE). 
Locally, she has been appointed member of the Humanities and Social Science 
Panel of the Research Grants Council of Hong Kong since 2010, and member of the 
Assessment Working Group of the Chief Executive’s Award for Teaching Excellence 
(2012/2013). She has been serving as a member of the Curriculum Development 
Council since the 2000s (Science Education and Liberal Studies since 2010 and 
General Studies in the 2000s). She has also contributed to school management of 
local schools and has served as Independent Manager of local subsidized schools 
and member of the School Management Committee (SMC) of government 
schools. 
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