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Despite the ongoing disruption of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the 27th Graduation Ceremony of the EdUHK was success
fully held. The Graduate School organized two sessions of 
Virtual Graduation Ceremony on 24th July 2021 and 4th D
ecember 2021. More than 200 grjaduates of Doctor of Philo
sophy, Doctor of Education, Master of Philosophy, and Mas
ter of Education attended the ceremonies online with their f
amilies and friends to celebrate this important moment of t
heir life.

Both sessions were featured with congratulations speeches from Prof. Lui Tai-lok, the former Vice-President
 (Research and Development), and Prof. Lo Sing-kai, the Dean of Graduate School. The graduates then r
eceived their degrees from Prof. John Trent, the Associate Dean (Quality Assurance and Enhancement) of
 Graduate School, Dr Lee Kwai-sang, the Associate Dean (Academic Development and Support) of Graduat
e School, and Dr Tsang Yiu-fai Chris, the Assistant Dean of Graduate School.
As Prof. Lo Sing-kai said in his speech, “Graduation is not the end; but the beginning of another journey.
” Congratulations to all graduates and wish all graduates a bright and fruitful new chapter of life!

# The livestreamed online graduation ceremonies were recorded. 
The hyperlink and the password have been sent to graduates individually.
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Prof Chan was giving a sharing in the Research Salon Series.
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Knowledge Production Community

Inspiring Research: Building a Collaborative 

What qualities should early-career researchers strive to cultivate?
The importance of collaboration

INTERVIEW WITH ACADEMIC STAFF

(Left to right) Dr Chris Tsang, Prof. John Trent, Prof. Lo Sing-kai, Dr Lee Kwai-sang and 
Dr Michelle Cheng with the graduates at the Graduation Ceremony on 24th July 2021

Professor John Trent, Associate Dean of Graduate School (second from right), Professor Kong Siu-cheung, Director of Centre for Learning, 
Teaching and Technology (LTTC), Professor Lo Sing Kai, Dean of Graduate School (fourth from right), and postgraduate students.

(ZOOM) Professor Dr. Michael Ahlers, from Leuphana University of Lüneburgand Professor Lawrence Lam, Vice President (Academic) from 
Tung Wah College

Interview with 
Professor Chetwyn Chan

by Artem Zadorozhnyy

To begin, Professor Chan noted that a focus on a which denotes that researchers should not be limited 
by the constraints of their particular disciplines. To put 
it another way, young researchers should always aim 
to broaden their knowledge and skills by staying open 
to new approaches or techniques, ideas, and 
viewpoints. These attributes were noted to be 
especially meaningful in today's fast-changing, 
increasingly globalised, and dynamic environment, 
where we must always seek to improve our current 
skill set. 

research field is critical to deepening the awareness 
of the topics of interest. He advised young 
researchers to work on improving their research 
and interpersonal skills. Professor Chan stressed 
that research collaboration should not be confined 
to joint efforts between experienced academics but 
should bring early-career and senior researchers 
working together. The multifarious nature of 
collaborative research is thus set to allow 
researchers to integrate multiple skill sets and 
perspectives that could lead to the discovery of 
solutions.

Likewise, given that the process of knowledge 
creation implies communication, ideas exchange, 
and learning from people representing different 
backgrounds, contexts, and experiences, Professor 
Chan highlighted the openness of mind as another 
significant trait of a successful researcher. Research 
entails investigators being open to discussions in 
pursuit of seeking solutions and discovering clues. 
Supporting this point, Professor Chan made an 
insightful remark about how obtaining a PhD carries 
the connotation of being a Doctor of Philosophy, 

Professor Chetwyn Chan is the Vice-President (Research and
Development) of the EdUHK, who joined the University in July 
2021 after serving as the Associate Vice-President (Learning and 
Teaching) of The Hong Kong Polytechnic University. Professor 
Chan is an experienced and accomplished researcher whose 
research interests include exploring mechanisms underlying 
human learning by applying brain imaging, electroencephalogram, 
and different behavioural methods. In this interview, Professor 
Chan discussed his experience, offered numerous pieces of 
advice, and emphasised some critical characteristics of 
early-career researchers. His suggestions are intended to assist 
aspiring junior academics while encouraging senior academics to 
reflect on their experience and to continue supporting novice 
academics who just commence their academic journey. 
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Despite the ongoing disruption of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the 27th Graduation Ceremony of the EdUHK was success
fully held. The Graduate School organized two sessions of 
Virtual Graduation Ceremony on 24th July 2021 and 4th D
ecember 2021. More than 200 grjaduates of Doctor of Philo
sophy, Doctor of Education, Master of Philosophy, and Mas
ter of Education attended the ceremonies online with their f
amilies and friends to celebrate this important moment of t
heir life.

Both sessions were featured with congratulations speeches from Prof. Lui Tai-lok, the former Vice-President
 (Research and Development), and Prof. Lo Sing-kai, the Dean of Graduate School. The graduates then r
eceived their degrees from Prof. John Trent, the Associate Dean (Quality Assurance and Enhancement) of
 Graduate School, Dr Lee Kwai-sang, the Associate Dean (Academic Development and Support) of Graduat
e School, and Dr Tsang Yiu-fai Chris, the Assistant Dean of Graduate School.
As Prof. Lo Sing-kai said in his speech, “Graduation is not the end; but the beginning of another journey.
” Congratulations to all graduates and wish all graduates a bright and fruitful new chapter of life!

# The livestreamed online graduation ceremonies were recorded. 
The hyperlink and the password have been sent to graduates individually.
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Honorary Doctorate Conferment Ceremony & Dinner 2021

�������������������������������Three pillars of researchers’ identities

INTERVIEW WITH ACADEMIC STAFF

(Left to right) Dr Chris Tsang, Prof. John Trent, Prof. Lo Sing-kai, Dr Lee Kwai-sang and 
Dr Michelle Cheng with the graduates at the Graduation Ceremony on 24th July 2021

Professor John Trent, Associate Dean of Graduate School (second from right), Professor Kong Siu-cheung, Director of Centre for Learning, 
Teaching and Technology (LTTC), Professor Lo Sing Kai, Dean of Graduate School (fourth from right), and postgraduate students.

(ZOOM) Professor Dr. Michael Ahlers, from Leuphana University of Lüneburgand Professor Lawrence Lam, Vice President (Academic) from 
Tung Wah College

Professor Chan considered that the identity of a
researcher is based on three main pillars – desire to 
create knowledge, curiosity, and willingness to 
commit to resolving existing societal issues. An 
exciting idea he shared during the interview was 
that researchers' work could be considered an 
iterative three-stage loop that begins with an idea, 
followed by a research proposal and its 
implementation with a final goal of disseminating 
research findings. Although this line of thinking 
underlines a somewhat finite number of loops which 
researchers could undertake throughout their 
academic careers, it underscores the dynamic 
nature of research processes that provide 
educators immense opportunities to deepen their 
understanding of the phenomenon of interest with 
each completed loop. Hence, young researchers 
should remember to focus on the main goal of 

regional, and national levels. 

conducting research – to generate knowledge that 
could benefit society and individuals on the global, 

Lessons learned from COVID-19 pandemic 
Finally, in a manner similar to that of the previously
highlighted points, Professor Chan emphasised the 
critical importance of adaptability and flexibility, the 
most crucial abilities researchers should possess 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. With the rapid rate 

Work plan at EdUHK
Given the focus on the characteristics of successful early career researchers, we finally asked Professor
Chan to offer his vision for how the EdUHK could further support the development of early-career academics 
and their integration into the scientific community. In response to our queries, Professor Chan emphasised 
that the EdUHK's primary mission is to become a centre for nurturing talents. As the University progresses 
day by day, Professor Chan accentuated his aspiration to establish an interdisciplinary research environment 
in which young talents will be able to systematically contribute their knowledge and competencies to larger 
initiatives led by established scholars. In doing so, collaborations between junior and senior researchers 
would be conducive to establishing a knowledge network that could lead to the development of individual skill 
sets and the inspiration of new research ideas.     

of innovation in all sectors, the prevalence of 
COVID-19 requires researchers to be prepared to 
adapt to new situations and confront impending 
difficulties in all aspects of our lives. 

I am Artem Zadorozhnyy, but you can call me Archie. I am a fourth-year PhD
student at the Education University of Hong Kong. My PhD journey started four 
years ago when I was awarded a Hong Kong PhD Fellowship and arrived in Hong 
Kong from Kazakhstan. Over the last four years, I have been working on my 
research project centred around students’ engagement in language learning 
activities with digital resources beyond the classroom. My research interests 
encompass the development of students’ linguistic and digital literacy via 
integrating innovative multimodal techniques and the role of motivation in 
predicting positive academic and linguistic outcomes at the university level. 
Recently, I have been awarded the RGC Postdoctoral Fellowship and will 
commence a new stage of my academic career very soon.

About the Interviewer 
Artem Zadorozhnyy

__________



Despite the ongoing disruption of the COVID-19 pandemic, the
27th Graduation Ceremony of the EdUHK was successfully held. 
The Graduate School organized two sessions of Virtual Graduation 
Ceremony on 24th July 2021 and 4th December 2021. More than 
200 graduates of Doctor of Philosophy, Doctor of Education, 
Master of Philosophy, and Master of Education attended the 
ceremonies online with their families and friends to celebrate this 
important moment of their life.

Both sessions were featured with congratulations speeches from Prof Lui Tai Lok, the 
former Vice-President (Research and Development), and Prof Lo Sing Kai, the Dean of 
Graduate School. The graduates then received their degrees from Prof John Trent, the 
Associate Dean of Graduate School and the director of the research postgraduate 
programmes, Dr Lee Kwai Sang, the Associate Dean of Graduate School and the director 
of the Doctor of Education programme, and Dr Tsang Yiu Fai Chris, the Assistant Dean 
of Graduate School and the director of the Master of Education programme.

As Prof Lo Sing Kai said in his speech, “Graduation is not the end; but the beginning of another 
journey.” Congratulations to all graduates and wish all graduates a bright and fruitful new 
new chapter of life!

Despite the ongoing disruption of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the 27th Graduation Ceremony of the EdUHK was success
fully held. The Graduate School organized two sessions of 
Virtual Graduation Ceremony on 24th July 2021 and 4th D
ecember 2021. More than 200 grjaduates of Doctor of Philo
sophy, Doctor of Education, Master of Philosophy, and Mas
ter of Education attended the ceremonies online with their f
amilies and friends to celebrate this important moment of t
heir life.

Both sessions were featured with congratulations speeches from Prof. Lui Tai-lok, the former Vice-President
 (Research and Development), and Prof. Lo Sing-kai, the Dean of Graduate School. The graduates then r
eceived their degrees from Prof. John Trent, the Associate Dean (Quality Assurance and Enhancement) of
 Graduate School, Dr Lee Kwai-sang, the Associate Dean (Academic Development and Support) of Graduat
e School, and Dr Tsang Yiu-fai Chris, the Assistant Dean of Graduate School.
As Prof. Lo Sing-kai said in his speech, “Graduation is not the end; but the beginning of another journey.
” Congratulations to all graduates and wish all graduates a bright and fruitful new chapter of life!

# The livestreamed online graduation ceremonies were recorded. 
The hyperlink and the password have been sent to graduates individually.
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(Left to right) Dr Chris Tsang, Prof. John Trent, Prof. Lo Sing-kai, Dr Lee Kwai-sang and 
Dr Michelle Cheng with the graduates at the Graduation Ceremony on 24th July 2021

(Left to right) Dr Chris Tsang, Prof John Trent, Prof Lo Sing Kai, Dr Lee Kwai Sang and 
Dr Michelle Cheng with the graduates at the Graduation Ceremony on 24th July 2021
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EVENT HIGHLIGHTS

MEd Mid-Autumn Festival Celebration

Research and Publication Experience Sharing (December)

Research and Publication Experience Sharing 
cum Mid-Autumn Festival Celebration (September)

The Graduate School organized the Mid-Autumn Festival 
Celebration on 20th September 2021. 

Nearly 40 students of Master of Education attended 
the joyful gathering. During the gathering, 
Professor Lo Sing-kai, the Dean of Graduate School, 
shared his experience in the education sector. 

Dr Chris Tsang, the MEd programme director, a
nd Dr Michelle Cheng, the MEd programme coordinator, 
also shared their stories as an academic. 

Besides listening to academic advice, our new master’s 
students also had a chance to get to know each other 
and enjoyed the mooncakes and drinks prepared by 
the Graduate School.

The Graduate School organized the Mid-Autumn Festival 
Celebration on 20th September 2021. Nearly 40 students of 
Master of Education attended the joyful gathering. During 
the gathering, Professor Lo Sing-kai, the Dean of Graduate 
School, shared his experience in the education sector. Dr 
Chris Tsang, the MEd programme director, and Dr Michelle 
Cheng, the MEd programme coordinator, also shared their 
stories as an academic. Besides listening to academic 
advice, our new master’s students also had a chance to get to 
know each other and enjoyed the mooncakes and drinks  
prepared by the Graduate School.

The Graduate School organized the Mid-Autumn
Festival Celebration on 20th September 2021. 
Nearly 40 students of Master of Education attended 
the joyful gathering. During the gathering, Prof Lo 
Sing Kai, the Dean of Graduate School, shared 
his experience in the education sector. Dr Chris 
Tsang, the MEd programme director, and Dr 
Michelle Cheng, the MEd programme coordinator, 
also shared their stories as an academic. Besides 
listening to academic advice, our new master’s 
students also had a chance to get to know each 
other and enjoyed the mooncakes and drinks 
prepared by the Graduate School.

A sharing session was held on 17th September 2021 
for RPg and EdD students to share their research and
publication experiences with their fellow doctoral students
More than 120 students attended the event in person 
and through ZOOM online. 12 winners of the 
Postgraduate Students Publication Awards Scheme
received their awards for publishing research articles
 in high-quality journals. 

They then discussed their publication experience
 in sessions hosted by Prof. John Trent, the RPg 
programme director. They not only talked about the 
challenges they faced in the writing and publication 
processes but also provided tips on paper submission 
and ways to deal with rejections. The event was also
an occasion for doctoral students to celebrate the Mid-Autumn festival.

A sharing session was held on 17th September 2021 for RPg 
and EdD students to share their research and publication 
experiences with their fellow doctoral students. More than 
120 students attended the event in person and through ZOOM 
online. 12 winners of the Postgraduate Students Publication 
Awards Scheme received their awards for publishing research 
articles in high quality journals. They then discussed their 
publication experience in sessions hosted by Prof. John Trent, 
the RPg programme director. They not only talked about the 
challenges they faced in the writing and publication processes 
but also provided tips on paper submission and ways to deal 

The second Research and Publication Experience Sharing 
Session of this academic year was held on 2nd December 2021. 
The event was held online, and it drew around 60 participants. 
Seven winners of the Postgraduate Students Publication Awards 
Scheme attended the session to share their experiences in writing 

with students to celebrate the Mid-Autumn festival.   

journal articles.

A sharing session was held on 17th September 2021

The second Research and Publication Experience
Sharing Session of this academic year was held on 2nd 
December 2021. The event was held online, and it drew 
around 60 participants. Seven winners of the 
Postgraduate Students Publication Awards Scheme 
attended the session to share their experiences in writing 

for RPg and EdD students to share their research 
and publication experiences with their fellow 
doctoral students. More than 120 students attended 
the event in person and through ZOOM online. 12 
winners received their Postgraduate Students 
Publication Awards for publishing research articles 
in high quality journals. They then discussed their 
publication experience in sessions hosted by 
Prof John Trent, the RPg programme director. 
They not only talked about the challenges they 
faced in the writing and publication processes 
but also provided tips on paper submission 
and ways to deal with rejections. The event 
was also an occasion for doctoral students to 
celebrate the Mid-Autumn festival.   

journal articles.

Lorem Ipsum Lorem IpsumLorem IpsumLorem IpsumLorem Ips
Lorem IpsumLorem IpsumLorem IpsumLorem Ipsum

The second Research and Publication Experience Sharing 
Session of this academic year was held on 2nd December 
2021. The event was held online, and it drew around 60 
participants. Seven winners of the Postgraduate Students 
Publication Awards Scheme attended the session to share 
their experiences in writing journal articles.



The Graduate School and the Centre for Learning, Teaching and Technology (LTTC) co-organized
the Postgraduate Student Sharing Session of “Learning and Teaching @EdUHK Festival 2021” on 14th 
January 2022. Over 70 students and staff participated in the event online and in person. 

The event was featured with two insightful keynote speeches. While Prof Michael Ahlers from the Leuphana 
University of Lüneburg gave a talk on the recent developments of digital teaching and learning in Germany, 
Prof Lawrence Lam, the Vice President (Academic) of Tung Wah College, shared his thoughts on the new 
directions of learning and teaching in the post-COVID-19 era. 

In the student sharing session, three groups of postgraduate students presented their thoughts on the current 
and future development of teaching and learning. They discussed topics such as teachers’ perspectives and 
practices in the 21st century, postgraduate education through online learning, and the experience of pursuing 
PhD and professional doctorate degrees. In the open forum session, all presenters and participants had a 
meaningful roundtable discussion and exchanged their ideas on teaching and learning.

Despite the ongoing disruption of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the 27th Graduation Ceremony of the EdUHK was success
fully held. The Graduate School organized two sessions of 
Virtual Graduation Ceremony on 24th July 2021 and 4th D
ecember 2021. More than 200 grjaduates of Doctor of Philo
sophy, Doctor of Education, Master of Philosophy, and Mas
ter of Education attended the ceremonies online with their f
amilies and friends to celebrate this important moment of t
heir life.

Both sessions were featured with congratulations speeches from Prof. Lui Tai-lok, the former Vice-President
 (Research and Development), and Prof. Lo Sing-kai, the Dean of Graduate School. The graduates then r
eceived their degrees from Prof. John Trent, the Associate Dean (Quality Assurance and Enhancement) of
 Graduate School, Dr Lee Kwai-sang, the Associate Dean (Academic Development and Support) of Graduat
e School, and Dr Tsang Yiu-fai Chris, the Assistant Dean of Graduate School.
As Prof. Lo Sing-kai said in his speech, “Graduation is not the end; but the beginning of another journey.
” Congratulations to all graduates and wish all graduates a bright and fruitful new chapter of life!

# The livestreamed online graduation ceremonies were recorded. 
The hyperlink and the password have been sent to graduates individually.
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Postgraduate Session

(Left to right) Dr Chris Tsang, Prof. John Trent, Prof. Lo Sing-kai, Dr Lee Kwai-sang and 
Dr Michelle Cheng with the graduates at the Graduation Ceremony on 24th July 2021

Postgraduate students’ sharing during the open forum discussion
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staff capacity building has been a key working area of the Graduate School. Therefore, the Graduate School
and the LTTC co-organized a seminar on research supervision and student training on 12th April 2022. 

During the seminar, the guest speaker, Prof Maiga Chang from the Athabasca University in Canada, shared 
his experience of how to help research students to identify and select research topics and how to assist 
students to disseminate their works. He also introduced some novel technologies that can help facilitate 
supervisor-students relationship.

In addition to the seminar, individual consultation sessions were held for staff to meet Prof Chang on a 
one-on-one basis and get some ideas on how to guide students on academic writing. Despite the ongoing disruption of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the 27th Graduation Ceremony of the EdUHK was success
fully held. The Graduate School organized two sessions of 
Virtual Graduation Ceremony on 24th July 2021 and 4th D
ecember 2021. More than 200 grjaduates of Doctor of Philo
sophy, Doctor of Education, Master of Philosophy, and Mas
ter of Education attended the ceremonies online with their f
amilies and friends to celebrate this important moment of t
heir life.

Both sessions were featured with congratulations speeches from Prof. Lui Tai-lok, the former Vice-President
 (Research and Development), and Prof. Lo Sing-kai, the Dean of Graduate School. The graduates then r
eceived their degrees from Prof. John Trent, the Associate Dean (Quality Assurance and Enhancement) of
 Graduate School, Dr Lee Kwai-sang, the Associate Dean (Academic Development and Support) of Graduat
e School, and Dr Tsang Yiu-fai Chris, the Assistant Dean of Graduate School.
As Prof. Lo Sing-kai said in his speech, “Graduation is not the end; but the beginning of another journey.
” Congratulations to all graduates and wish all graduates a bright and fruitful new chapter of life!

# The livestreamed online graduation ceremonies were recorded. 
The hyperlink and the password have been sent to graduates individually.
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Student Training
Experience Sharing for Research Supervision and 

(Left to right) Dr Chris Tsang, Prof. John Trent, Prof. Lo Sing-kai, Dr Lee Kwai-sang and 
Dr Michelle Cheng with the graduates at the Graduation Ceremony on 24th July 2021Keynote speakers and postgraduate presenters during the open 

forum discussion
Postgraduate students’ presentation (MAK Wai Kit, XU Xiao Yu & 
ZHANG Yulin)

EVENT HIGHLIGHTS

Participants in the seminar

Prof Chang was giving a talk on research supervision and student training



SHARING OF SCHOLARSHIP / AWARD HOLDERS

Hong Kong PhD Fellowship Scheme

Having graduated from the university, I was honoured to be 
offered a full-time teaching post in the English Faculty in U
Foreign Languages, Hue University. In 2012, I received a sch
ship to pursue a Master’s degree in University of Queensland
stralia for two years. After graduating from University of Que
and, I came back Vietnam and continued working asan Englis
cturer in University of Foreign Languages. After six years of 
ing in academia, it was my great honor to be awarded the Hon
ong PhD Fellowship Scheme in 2018/19. I started my new aca
ic journey at the Education University of Hong Kong in Septe
r 2018. It is a new challenge, and I believe it is also a new des
on, new milestone in my academic life.

My research focuses on investigating the role of learner training in
 blended learning, a goal of my university and a potential resea
rch area in Vietnam nowadays. After the qualifying presentation i
n early November 2019, I went back to Vietnam in February 202
0 to collect data and the process was completed in June 2020. Ho
wever, my plans could not be implemented smoothly due to the C
ovid-19 pandemic. I spent most of my time preparing for data coll
ection and article writing. In addition, I submitted a journal article
 titled ‘Using formative assessment in a blended EFL listening cou
rse: Student perceptions of effectiveness and challenges’ to the Int
ernational Journal of Computer-zAssisted Language Learning and T
eaching (IJCALLT). 

I am Thao Tran student from Vietnam. I am a year-fo
ur doctoral student under the supervision of Dr MA Qing.

Tran Thi Thanh Thao  
TRAN Thi Thanh Thao
PhD Student
Department of Linguistics and 
Modern Language Studies (LML)
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Research Postgraduate Student

The research training in the doctoral program has helped me to c
reate a teacher network in blended learning through attending ann
ual seminars and training workshops. I expect to increase the us
e of technology as a supportive tool in language classroom. Mor
eover, upon the completion of PhD degree, I hope to work as a l
ecturer or a supervisor for postgraduate students, and contribute 
to academic research in my university. These academic works wi
ll contribute significantly to the academic development of my uni
versity in Vietnam.

I am Thao Tran student from Vietnam. I am a year-four 
doctoral student under the supervision of Dr MA Qing.

Having graduated from the university, I was honoured to be 
offered a full-time teaching post in the English Faculty in 
University of Foreign Languages, Hue University. In 2012, I 
received a scholarship to pursue a Master’s degree in 
University of Queensland, Australia for two years. After 
graduating from University of Queensland, I came back 
Vietnam and continued working as an English lecturer in 
University of Foreign Languages. After six years of working in 
academia, it was my great honor to be awarded the Hong Kong 
PhD Fellowship Scheme in 2018/19. I started my new 
academic journey at the Education University of Hong Kong in 
new destination, new milestone in my academic life.

After revising my manuscript to address the reviewers’ 
comments, the article was accepted and has just been published 
in July 2021. I am now editing the second article titled 
‘Enhancing self-regulated learning in blended academic 
writing course: The role of learner training’ with the assistance 
of my principle supervisor, and I try to submit to an 
international journal in the near future.

The research training in the doctoral program has helped me to 
create a teacher network in blended learning through attending 
annual seminars and training workshops. I expect to increase 
the use of technology as a supportive tool in language 
classroom. Moreover, upon the completion of PhD degree, I 
hope to work as a lecturer or a supervisor for postgraduate 
students, and contribute to academic research in my university. 
These academic works will contribute significantly to the 
academic development of my university in Vietnam.

potential research area in Vietnam nowadays. After 
the qualifying presentation in early November 
2019, I went back to Vietnam in February 2020 to 
collect data and the process was completed in June 
2020. However, my plans could not be 
implemented smoothly due to the Covid-19 
pandemic. I spent most of my time preparing for 
data collection and article writing. In addition, I 
submitted a journal article titled ‘Using formative 
assessment in a blended EFL listening course: 
Student perceptions of effectiveness and 
challenges’ to the International Journal of 
Computer-Assisted Language Learning and 

My research focuses on investigating the role of learner 
training in blended learning, a goal of my university and a 

Teaching (IJCALLT).

I am Thao Tran student from Vietnam. I am a year-four

My research focuses on investigating the role of 
learner training in blended learning, a goal of 
my university and a potential research area in 
Vietnam nowadays. After the qualifying 
presentation in early November 2019, I went 
back to Vietnam in February 2020 to collect 
data and the process was completed in June 
2020. However, my plans could not be 
implemented smoothly due to the Covid-19 
pandemic. I spent most of my time preparing for 
data collection and article writing. In addition, I 
submitted a journal article titled ‘Using 
formative assessment in a blended EFL 
listening course: Student perceptions of 
effectiveness and challenges’ to the 
International Journal of Computer-Assisted 
Language Learning and Teaching (IJCALLT).  

doctoral student under the supervision of Dr Ma Qing.

Having graduated from the university, I was honoured to 
be offered a full-time teaching post in the English Faculty 
in University of Foreign Languages, Hue University. In 
2012, I received a scholarship to pursue a Master’s 
degree in University of Queensland, Australia for two 
years. After graduating from University of Queensland, I 
came back Vietnam and continued working as an English 
lecturer in University of Foreign Languages. After six years 
of working in academia, it was my great honour to 
be awarded the Hong Kong PhD Fellowship 
Scheme in 2018/19. I started my new academic 
journey at the Education University of Hong Kong in 
September 2018. It is a new challenge, and I believ-
e it is also a new destination, new milestone in my 
academic life. 

After revising my manuscript to address the reviewers’ 
comments, the article was accepted and has just been 
published in July 2021. I am now editing the second article 
titled ‘Enhancing self-regulated learning in blended 
academic writing course: The role of learner training’ with 
the assistance of my principle supervisor, and I try to 
submit to an international journal in the near future. 

The research training in the doctoral program has 
helped me to create a teacher network in blended 
learning through attending annual seminars and 
training workshops. I expect to increase the use of 
technology as a supportive tool in language classroom. 
Moreover, upon the completion of PhD degree, I hope to 
work as a lecturer or a supervisor for postgraduate 
students, and contribute to academic research in my 
university. These academic works will contribute 
significantly to the academic development of my 
university in Vietnam.

The Qualifying Examination in November, 2019
The Qualifying Examination in November, 2019

After revising my manuscript to address the re
viewers’ comments, the article was accepted and has just been publ
ished in July 2021. I am now editing the second article titled ‘Enh
ancing self-regulated learning in blended academic writing course:
 The role of learner training’ with the assistance of my principle su
pervisor, and I try to submit to an international journal in the near 
future.

RPg Student Research Forum in October, 2019

RPg Student Research Forum in October, 2019

RPg Student Research Forum in October, 2019
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SHARING OF SCHOLARSHIP / AWARD HOLDERS

RGC Postdoctoral Fellowship Scheme

Having graduated from the university, I was honoured to be 
offered a full-time teaching post in the English Faculty in U
Foreign Languages, Hue University. In 2012, I received a sch
ship to pursue a Master’s degree in University of Queensland
stralia for two years. After graduating from University of Que
and, I came back Vietnam and continued working asan Englis
cturer in University of Foreign Languages. After six years of 
ing in academia, it was my great honor to be awarded the Hon
ong PhD Fellowship Scheme in 2018/19. I started my new aca
ic journey at the Education University of Hong Kong in Septe
r 2018. It is a new challenge, and I believe it is also a new des
on, new milestone in my academic life.

My research focuses on investigating the role of learner training in
 blended learning, a goal of my university and a potential resea
rch area in Vietnam nowadays. After the qualifying presentation i
n early November 2019, I went back to Vietnam in February 202
0 to collect data and the process was completed in June 2020. Ho
wever, my plans could not be implemented smoothly due to the C
ovid-19 pandemic. I spent most of my time preparing for data coll
ection and article writing. In addition, I submitted a journal article
 titled ‘Using formative assessment in a blended EFL listening cou
rse: Student perceptions of effectiveness and challenges’ to the Int
ernational Journal of Computer-zAssisted Language Learning and T
eaching (IJCALLT). 

I am Thao Tran student from Vietnam. I am a year-fo
ur doctoral student under the supervision of Dr MA Qing.

Tran Thi Thanh Thao  

Dr XU Zhengye Amelia
Postdoctoral Fellow
Department of Special Education & Counselling (SEC)
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Research Postgraduate Student

The research training in the doctoral program has helped me to c
reate a teacher network in blended learning through attending ann
ual seminars and training workshops. I expect to increase the us
e of technology as a supportive tool in language classroom. Mor
eover, upon the completion of PhD degree, I hope to work as a l
ecturer or a supervisor for postgraduate students, and contribute 
to academic research in my university. These academic works wi
ll contribute significantly to the academic development of my uni
versity in Vietnam.

I am Thao Tran student from Vietnam. I am a year-four 
doctoral student under the supervision of Dr MA Qing.

Having graduated from the university, I was honoured to be 
offered a full-time teaching post in the English Faculty in 
University of Foreign Languages, Hue University. In 2012, I 
received a scholarship to pursue a Master’s degree in 
University of Queensland, Australia for two years. After 
graduating from University of Queensland, I came back 
Vietnam and continued working as an English lecturer in 
University of Foreign Languages. After six years of working in 
academia, it was my great honor to be awarded the Hong Kong 
PhD Fellowship Scheme in 2018/19. I started my new 
academic journey at the Education University of Hong Kong in 
new destination, new milestone in my academic life.

After revising my manuscript to address the reviewers’ 
comments, the article was accepted and has just been published 
in July 2021. I am now editing the second article titled 
‘Enhancing self-regulated learning in blended academic 
writing course: The role of learner training’ with the assistance 
of my principle supervisor, and I try to submit to an 
international journal in the near future.

The research training in the doctoral program has helped me to 
create a teacher network in blended learning through attending 
annual seminars and training workshops. I expect to increase 
the use of technology as a supportive tool in language 
classroom. Moreover, upon the completion of PhD degree, I 
hope to work as a lecturer or a supervisor for postgraduate 
students, and contribute to academic research in my university. 
These academic works will contribute significantly to the 
academic development of my university in Vietnam.

potential research area in Vietnam nowadays. After 
the qualifying presentation in early November 
2019, I went back to Vietnam in February 2020 to 
collect data and the process was completed in June 
2020. However, my plans could not be 
implemented smoothly due to the Covid-19 
pandemic. I spent most of my time preparing for 
data collection and article writing. In addition, I 
submitted a journal article titled ‘Using formative 
assessment in a blended EFL listening course: 
Student perceptions of effectiveness and 
challenges’ to the International Journal of 
Computer-Assisted Language Learning and 

My research focuses on investigating the role of learner 
training in blended learning, a goal of my university and a 

Teaching (IJCALLT).

I feel grateful to have been awarded the RGC
Postdoctoral Fellowship (“the Fellowship”), an 
excellent opportunity to continue my studies on 
children’s development and education. I enjoyed my 
doctoral years here. The atmosphere of our laboratory 
was always relaxed. Participating in projects 

the roles of embodied approaches in different 
aspects of children’s development and 
education. With the continuous support from the 
Department of Special Education and Counselling 
and the Graduate School, I believe that the 
fellowship programme will further improve my 
research capacities, and I will be able to contribute 
to education studies as part of EdUHK.

led by my committee members strengthened my 
knowledge. Furthermore, activities conducted by 
Graduate School, such as the International Outreach 
Study, gave me precious opportunities to communicate 
with students overseas. Together, these experiences 
were beneficial to developing my proposal for the 
Fellowship.

As a postdoctoral fellow, I have more chances 
to handle different projects, increasing my 
capacity to work with parents and children. 
Meanwhile, transferring knowledge with academics 
here broadens my horizon, giving me new insight 
and facilitating my preparation of manuscripts.

During my three-year fellowship, I will continue my 
studies on childhood development and education. In 
particular, research on embodied learning explores

The Qualifying Examination in November, 2019The Qualifying Examination in November, 2019

After revising my manuscript to address the re
viewers’ comments, the article was accepted and has just been publ
ished in July 2021. I am now editing the second article titled ‘Enh
ancing self-regulated learning in blended academic writing course:
 The role of learner training’ with the assistance of my principle su
pervisor, and I try to submit to an international journal in the near 
future.

RPg Student Research Forum in October, 2019

RPg Student Research Forum in October, 2019
RPg Student Research Forum in October, 2019

Research Grants Council Award Presentation Ceremony 2021/22

International Outreach Study



SHARING OF SCHOLARSHIP / AWARD HOLDERS

Postgraduate Students Publication Awards

Having graduated from the university, I was honoured to be 
offered a full-time teaching post in the English Faculty in U
Foreign Languages, Hue University. In 2012, I received a sch
ship to pursue a Master’s degree in University of Queensland
stralia for two years. After graduating from University of Que
and, I came back Vietnam and continued working asan Englis
cturer in University of Foreign Languages. After six years of 
ing in academia, it was my great honor to be awarded the Hon
ong PhD Fellowship Scheme in 2018/19. I started my new aca
ic journey at the Education University of Hong Kong in Septe
r 2018. It is a new challenge, and I believe it is also a new des
on, new milestone in my academic life.

My research focuses on investigating the role of learner training in
 blended learning, a goal of my university and a potential resea
rch area in Vietnam nowadays. After the qualifying presentation i
n early November 2019, I went back to Vietnam in February 202
0 to collect data and the process was completed in June 2020. Ho
wever, my plans could not be implemented smoothly due to the C
ovid-19 pandemic. I spent most of my time preparing for data coll
ection and article writing. In addition, I submitted a journal article
 titled ‘Using formative assessment in a blended EFL listening cou
rse: Student perceptions of effectiveness and challenges’ to the Int
ernational Journal of Computer-zAssisted Language Learning and T
eaching (IJCALLT). 

I am Thao Tran student from Vietnam. I am a year-fo
ur doctoral student under the supervision of Dr MA Qing.

Tran Thi Thanh Thao  

JIANG Yufei 
PhD student 
Department of Psychology (PS)
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Research Postgraduate Student

The research training in the doctoral program has helped me to c
reate a teacher network in blended learning through attending ann
ual seminars and training workshops. I expect to increase the us
e of technology as a supportive tool in language classroom. Mor
eover, upon the completion of PhD degree, I hope to work as a l
ecturer or a supervisor for postgraduate students, and contribute 
to academic research in my university. These academic works wi
ll contribute significantly to the academic development of my uni
versity in Vietnam.

I am Thao Tran student from Vietnam. I am a year-four 
doctoral student under the supervision of Dr MA Qing.

Having graduated from the university, I was honoured to be 
offered a full-time teaching post in the English Faculty in 
University of Foreign Languages, Hue University. In 2012, I 
received a scholarship to pursue a Master’s degree in 
University of Queensland, Australia for two years. After 
graduating from University of Queensland, I came back 
Vietnam and continued working as an English lecturer in 
University of Foreign Languages. After six years of working in 
academia, it was my great honor to be awarded the Hong Kong 
PhD Fellowship Scheme in 2018/19. I started my new 
academic journey at the Education University of Hong Kong in 
new destination, new milestone in my academic life.

After revising my manuscript to address the reviewers’ 
comments, the article was accepted and has just been published 
in July 2021. I am now editing the second article titled 
‘Enhancing self-regulated learning in blended academic 
writing course: The role of learner training’ with the assistance 
of my principle supervisor, and I try to submit to an 
international journal in the near future.

The research training in the doctoral program has helped me to 
create a teacher network in blended learning through attending 
annual seminars and training workshops. I expect to increase 
the use of technology as a supportive tool in language 
classroom. Moreover, upon the completion of PhD degree, I 
hope to work as a lecturer or a supervisor for postgraduate 
students, and contribute to academic research in my university. 
These academic works will contribute significantly to the 
academic development of my university in Vietnam.

potential research area in Vietnam nowadays. After 
the qualifying presentation in early November 
2019, I went back to Vietnam in February 2020 to 
collect data and the process was completed in June 
2020. However, my plans could not be 
implemented smoothly due to the Covid-19 
pandemic. I spent most of my time preparing for 
data collection and article writing. In addition, I 
submitted a journal article titled ‘Using formative 
assessment in a blended EFL listening course: 
Student perceptions of effectiveness and 
challenges’ to the International Journal of 
Computer-Assisted Language Learning and 

My research focuses on investigating the role of learner 
training in blended learning, a goal of my university and a 

Teaching (IJCALLT).

I am very grateful to the Graduate School for this
publication award and the help I received 
during my more than four-year PhD journey. 
My research focuses on the effect of ad-
verse interpersonal relationships, such as 
ostracism and objectification, and the ways to 
weaken the negative impacts of interpersonal 
maltreatment. Therefore, I always gain inspira-
tion from my daily life and interpersonal interac-
tions. Whenever there is a flash of inspiration, I 
would jot down a quick note on my cell phone. It 
essentially improves the efficiency of choosing 
the research topics and reviewing the literature.   

It is my ninth year at the Education University of 
Hong Kong. I obtained a Bachelor of Soci-
al Science in Psychology in 2017 and pursued my 
postgraduate degrees here. My graduation status 
was approved in the Academic Board meeting held 
on March 16. I immensely enjoyed and benefited 
from the PhD programme. Without academ-
ic training, I could not graduate successfully 
with current outputs and prepare myself for my 
future academic career.

The Qualifying Examination in November, 2019

After revising my manuscript to address the re
viewers’ comments, the article was accepted and has just been publ
ished in July 2021. I am now editing the second article titled ‘Enh
ancing self-regulated learning in blended academic writing course:
 The role of learner training’ with the assistance of my principle su
pervisor, and I try to submit to an international journal in the near 
future.

RPg Student Research Forum in October, 2019

RPg Student Research Forum in October, 2019
RPg Student Research Forum in October, 2019
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SHARING OF SCHOLARSHIP / AWARD HOLDERS

Postgraduate Students Publication Awards

Having graduated from the university, I was honoured to be 
offered a full-time teaching post in the English Faculty in U
Foreign Languages, Hue University. In 2012, I received a sch
ship to pursue a Master’s degree in University of Queensland
stralia for two years. After graduating from University of Que
and, I came back Vietnam and continued working asan Englis
cturer in University of Foreign Languages. After six years of 
ing in academia, it was my great honor to be awarded the Hon
ong PhD Fellowship Scheme in 2018/19. I started my new aca
ic journey at the Education University of Hong Kong in Septe
r 2018. It is a new challenge, and I believe it is also a new des
on, new milestone in my academic life.

My research focuses on investigating the role of learner training in
 blended learning, a goal of my university and a potential resea
rch area in Vietnam nowadays. After the qualifying presentation i
n early November 2019, I went back to Vietnam in February 202
0 to collect data and the process was completed in June 2020. Ho
wever, my plans could not be implemented smoothly due to the C
ovid-19 pandemic. I spent most of my time preparing for data coll
ection and article writing. In addition, I submitted a journal article
 titled ‘Using formative assessment in a blended EFL listening cou
rse: Student perceptions of effectiveness and challenges’ to the Int
ernational Journal of Computer-zAssisted Language Learning and T
eaching (IJCALLT). 

I am Thao Tran student from Vietnam. I am a year-fo
ur doctoral student under the supervision of Dr MA Qing.

Tran Thi Thanh Thao  

SUN Xiujuan 
PhD student
Department of English Language Education (ELE)
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Research Postgraduate Student

The research training in the doctoral program has helped me to c
reate a teacher network in blended learning through attending ann
ual seminars and training workshops. I expect to increase the us
e of technology as a supportive tool in language classroom. Mor
eover, upon the completion of PhD degree, I hope to work as a l
ecturer or a supervisor for postgraduate students, and contribute 
to academic research in my university. These academic works wi
ll contribute significantly to the academic development of my uni
versity in Vietnam.

I am Thao Tran student from Vietnam. I am a year-four 
doctoral student under the supervision of Dr MA Qing.

Having graduated from the university, I was honoured to be 
offered a full-time teaching post in the English Faculty in 
University of Foreign Languages, Hue University. In 2012, I 
received a scholarship to pursue a Master’s degree in 
University of Queensland, Australia for two years. After 
graduating from University of Queensland, I came back 
Vietnam and continued working as an English lecturer in 
University of Foreign Languages. After six years of working in 
academia, it was my great honor to be awarded the Hong Kong 
PhD Fellowship Scheme in 2018/19. I started my new 
academic journey at the Education University of Hong Kong in 
new destination, new milestone in my academic life.

After revising my manuscript to address the reviewers’ 
comments, the article was accepted and has just been published 
in July 2021. I am now editing the second article titled 
‘Enhancing self-regulated learning in blended academic 
writing course: The role of learner training’ with the assistance 
of my principle supervisor, and I try to submit to an 
international journal in the near future.

The research training in the doctoral program has helped me to 
create a teacher network in blended learning through attending 
annual seminars and training workshops. I expect to increase 
the use of technology as a supportive tool in language 
classroom. Moreover, upon the completion of PhD degree, I 
hope to work as a lecturer or a supervisor for postgraduate 
students, and contribute to academic research in my university. 
These academic works will contribute significantly to the 
academic development of my university in Vietnam.

potential research area in Vietnam nowadays. After 
the qualifying presentation in early November 
2019, I went back to Vietnam in February 2020 to 
collect data and the process was completed in June 
2020. However, my plans could not be 
implemented smoothly due to the Covid-19 
pandemic. I spent most of my time preparing for 
data collection and article writing. In addition, I 
submitted a journal article titled ‘Using formative 
assessment in a blended EFL listening course: 
Student perceptions of effectiveness and 
challenges’ to the International Journal of 
Computer-Assisted Language Learning and 

My research focuses on investigating the role of learner 
training in blended learning, a goal of my university and a 

Teaching (IJCALLT).

It has been a genuine honour to be an awardee of the

I wish to share three things that stimulated and 
helped me navigate the publishing journey. First, 
the comprehensive coursework training in research 
methods, critical thinking, and academic writing at 
EdUHK and the consistent support from my 
supervisor, Prof John Trent, have been the prime 
source of my confidence in writing scholarly articles 
in my early doctorate. Second, I benefited a lot 
from the advanced peers’ advice that it’s never too 
early to start building your publication record: 
empirical, review and theoretical papers are all 
worth being pursued. Whichever type you try, it is 
equally useful for us to understand what the whole 
process of writing, submitting, and revising a 
publishable draft feels and looks like. Finally, I want 
to emphasise the pivotal role of reading beyond a 
single academic field and discipline during doctoral 
study. I owe many of my innovative writing ideas to 
the inspirations gained by reading works published 
in a wide array of areas. In taking stock of the 
publication experience, I feel blessed to have these 
positive aspects supporting my research 
development.

Postgraduate Students Publication Awards in 2020/21. 
My project explores the intellectual, social, and 
emotional dimensions of identity formation while doing 
a PhD in the context of China’s burgeoning higher 
education.  The Qualifying Examination in November, 2019The Qualifying Examination in November, 2019

After revising my manuscript to address the re
viewers’ comments, the article was accepted and has just been publ
ished in July 2021. I am now editing the second article titled ‘Enh
ancing self-regulated learning in blended academic writing course:
 The role of learner training’ with the assistance of my principle su
pervisor, and I try to submit to an international journal in the near 
future.

RPg Student Research Forum in October, 2019

RPg Student Research Forum in October, 2019
RPg Student Research Forum in October, 2019



SHARING OF SCHOLARSHIP / AWARD HOLDERS

MEd Entrance Scholarship

Having graduated from the university, I was honoured to be 
offered a full-time teaching post in the English Faculty in U
Foreign Languages, Hue University. In 2012, I received a sch
ship to pursue a Master’s degree in University of Queensland
stralia for two years. After graduating from University of Que
and, I came back Vietnam and continued working asan Englis
cturer in University of Foreign Languages. After six years of 
ing in academia, it was my great honor to be awarded the Hon
ong PhD Fellowship Scheme in 2018/19. I started my new aca
ic journey at the Education University of Hong Kong in Septe
r 2018. It is a new challenge, and I believe it is also a new des
on, new milestone in my academic life.

My research focuses on investigating the role of learner training in
 blended learning, a goal of my university and a potential resea
rch area in Vietnam nowadays. After the qualifying presentation i
n early November 2019, I went back to Vietnam in February 202
0 to collect data and the process was completed in June 2020. Ho
wever, my plans could not be implemented smoothly due to the C
ovid-19 pandemic. I spent most of my time preparing for data coll
ection and article writing. In addition, I submitted a journal article
 titled ‘Using formative assessment in a blended EFL listening cou
rse: Student perceptions of effectiveness and challenges’ to the Int
ernational Journal of Computer-zAssisted Language Learning and T
eaching (IJCALLT). 

I am Thao Tran student from Vietnam. I am a year-fo
ur doctoral student under the supervision of Dr MA Qing.

Tran Thi Thanh Thao  

WONG Wing Yu 
MEd Student
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Research Postgraduate Student

The research training in the doctoral program has helped me to c
reate a teacher network in blended learning through attending ann
ual seminars and training workshops. I expect to increase the us
e of technology as a supportive tool in language classroom. Mor
eover, upon the completion of PhD degree, I hope to work as a l
ecturer or a supervisor for postgraduate students, and contribute 
to academic research in my university. These academic works wi
ll contribute significantly to the academic development of my uni
versity in Vietnam.

I am Thao Tran student from Vietnam. I am a year-four 
doctoral student under the supervision of Dr MA Qing.

Having graduated from the university, I was honoured to be 
offered a full-time teaching post in the English Faculty in 
University of Foreign Languages, Hue University. In 2012, I 
received a scholarship to pursue a Master’s degree in 
University of Queensland, Australia for two years. After 
graduating from University of Queensland, I came back 
Vietnam and continued working as an English lecturer in 
University of Foreign Languages. After six years of working in 
academia, it was my great honor to be awarded the Hong Kong 
PhD Fellowship Scheme in 2018/19. I started my new 
academic journey at the Education University of Hong Kong in 
new destination, new milestone in my academic life.

After revising my manuscript to address the reviewers’ 
comments, the article was accepted and has just been published 
in July 2021. I am now editing the second article titled 
‘Enhancing self-regulated learning in blended academic 
writing course: The role of learner training’ with the assistance 
of my principle supervisor, and I try to submit to an 
international journal in the near future.

The research training in the doctoral program has helped me to 
create a teacher network in blended learning through attending 
annual seminars and training workshops. I expect to increase 
the use of technology as a supportive tool in language 
classroom. Moreover, upon the completion of PhD degree, I 
hope to work as a lecturer or a supervisor for postgraduate 
students, and contribute to academic research in my university. 
These academic works will contribute significantly to the 
academic development of my university in Vietnam.

potential research area in Vietnam nowadays. After 
the qualifying presentation in early November 
2019, I went back to Vietnam in February 2020 to 
collect data and the process was completed in June 
2020. However, my plans could not be 
implemented smoothly due to the Covid-19 
pandemic. I spent most of my time preparing for 
data collection and article writing. In addition, I 
submitted a journal article titled ‘Using formative 
assessment in a blended EFL listening course: 
Student perceptions of effectiveness and 
challenges’ to the International Journal of 
Computer-Assisted Language Learning and 

My research focuses on investigating the role of learner 
training in blended learning, a goal of my university and a 

Teaching (IJCALLT).

It’s my honour to be awarded the Master of Education
Entrance Scholarship 2021/22. 

As a person who is enthusiastic about getting along 
with children, it is my dream to be a kindergarten 
teacher. However, from my previous observation and 
experience during practicum and work, some 
child-related issues were discovered, such as lacking 
learning motivation, not being able to sustain 
memories, and a stressful learning environment. If 
these issues cannot be solved, children’s learning and 
development will be negatively influenced. Therefore, I 
chose to continue my study so that I can enhance my 
professionalism. EdUHK is the only university in Hong 
Kong focusing on teacher education and is ranked at 
the forefront in the world and Asia. Hence, EdUHK is 
the most optimal choice.

Fortunately, it is delighted to receive the offer and I can 
develop my interests. During the lectures, there are 
many valuable opportunities for me to have 
discussions with international classmates which 
broaden my horizons. Yet, all lessons are mainly 
conducted in online mode due to the pandemic. 
Thankfully, all professors are gentle and 
supportive as they provide lots of assistance for our 
study, such as providing online reading, inviting guest 
speakers and creating online forums. 

How time flies, it is nearly the end of my one-
year Master’s programme and I hope I can enjoy my 
remaining study. In future, I look forward to putting 
what I have learnt in this program into practice and 
advancing the education community.

The Qualifying Examination in November, 2019The Qualifying Examination in November, 2019

After revising my manuscript to address the re
viewers’ comments, the article was accepted and has just been publ
ished in July 2021. I am now editing the second article titled ‘Enh
ancing self-regulated learning in blended academic writing course:
 The role of learner training’ with the assistance of my principle su
pervisor, and I try to submit to an international journal in the near 
future.

RPg Student Research Forum in October, 2019

RPg Student Research Forum in October, 2019
RPg Student Research Forum in October, 2019
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SHARING OF SCHOLARSHIP / AWARD HOLDERS

UGC Targeted TPg Programmes 

Having graduated from the university, I was honoured to be 
offered a full-time teaching post in the English Faculty in U
Foreign Languages, Hue University. In 2012, I received a sch
ship to pursue a Master’s degree in University of Queensland
stralia for two years. After graduating from University of Que
and, I came back Vietnam and continued working asan Englis
cturer in University of Foreign Languages. After six years of 
ing in academia, it was my great honor to be awarded the Hon
ong PhD Fellowship Scheme in 2018/19. I started my new aca
ic journey at the Education University of Hong Kong in Septe
r 2018. It is a new challenge, and I believe it is also a new des
on, new milestone in my academic life.

My research focuses on investigating the role of learner training in
 blended learning, a goal of my university and a potential resea
rch area in Vietnam nowadays. After the qualifying presentation i
n early November 2019, I went back to Vietnam in February 202
0 to collect data and the process was completed in June 2020. Ho
wever, my plans could not be implemented smoothly due to the C
ovid-19 pandemic. I spent most of my time preparing for data coll
ection and article writing. In addition, I submitted a journal article
 titled ‘Using formative assessment in a blended EFL listening cou
rse: Student perceptions of effectiveness and challenges’ to the Int
ernational Journal of Computer-zAssisted Language Learning and T
eaching (IJCALLT). 

I am Thao Tran student from Vietnam. I am a year-fo
ur doctoral student under the supervision of Dr MA Qing.

Tran Thi Thanh Thao  
CHING Hoi Kit 
MEd Student
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Research Postgraduate Student

The research training in the doctoral program has helped me to c
reate a teacher network in blended learning through attending ann
ual seminars and training workshops. I expect to increase the us
e of technology as a supportive tool in language classroom. Mor
eover, upon the completion of PhD degree, I hope to work as a l
ecturer or a supervisor for postgraduate students, and contribute 
to academic research in my university. These academic works wi
ll contribute significantly to the academic development of my uni
versity in Vietnam.

I am Thao Tran student from Vietnam. I am a year-four 
doctoral student under the supervision of Dr MA Qing.

Having graduated from the university, I was honoured to be 
offered a full-time teaching post in the English Faculty in 
University of Foreign Languages, Hue University. In 2012, I 
received a scholarship to pursue a Master’s degree in 
University of Queensland, Australia for two years. After 
graduating from University of Queensland, I came back 
Vietnam and continued working as an English lecturer in 
University of Foreign Languages. After six years of working in 
academia, it was my great honor to be awarded the Hong Kong 
PhD Fellowship Scheme in 2018/19. I started my new 
academic journey at the Education University of Hong Kong in 
new destination, new milestone in my academic life.

After revising my manuscript to address the reviewers’ 
comments, the article was accepted and has just been published 
in July 2021. I am now editing the second article titled 
‘Enhancing self-regulated learning in blended academic 
writing course: The role of learner training’ with the assistance 
of my principle supervisor, and I try to submit to an 
international journal in the near future.

The research training in the doctoral program has helped me to 
create a teacher network in blended learning through attending 
annual seminars and training workshops. I expect to increase 
the use of technology as a supportive tool in language 
classroom. Moreover, upon the completion of PhD degree, I 
hope to work as a lecturer or a supervisor for postgraduate 
students, and contribute to academic research in my university. 
These academic works will contribute significantly to the 
academic development of my university in Vietnam.

potential research area in Vietnam nowadays. After 
the qualifying presentation in early November 
2019, I went back to Vietnam in February 2020 to 
collect data and the process was completed in June 
2020. However, my plans could not be 
implemented smoothly due to the Covid-19 
pandemic. I spent most of my time preparing for 
data collection and article writing. In addition, I 
submitted a journal article titled ‘Using formative 
assessment in a blended EFL listening course: 
Student perceptions of effectiveness and 
challenges’ to the International Journal of 
Computer-Assisted Language Learning and 

My research focuses on investigating the role of learner 
training in blended learning, a goal of my university and a 

Teaching (IJCALLT).

I am Ching Hoi Kit Eddy, a current year-one part-time

enrich students’ learning experiences.

MEd student at EdUHK. It has been a great honor to be 
selected as an awardee of the UGC Targeted Taught 
Postgraduate Programmes Fellowship Scheme 
2021/22 (for Master of Education). 

Ever since I was little, it has always been my dream to 
become a teacher. I finally graduated from EdUHK with 
a Bachelor of Education (Primary) in Mathematics and 
Physical Education. Upon graduation, I have devoted 
myself to primary education. Most of the time, I have 
been serving as the discipline master and the panel 
head of the Mathematics department. 

In my practice, developing a school-based curriculum 
and organizing activities for Mathematics students are 
my major roles. Considering problem-solving skills as 
essential for students to possess, I always try to 
infiltrate the skills into students learning experience in 
different aspects. I have recently organized a 
cross-curricular scheme called 
Mathematics-Adventure Mission, which involves 
Mathematics and Physical Education teachers. 
Students enjoyed the scheme so much. 

Furthermore, it is undoubted that e-learning is a global 
trend. As the navigator of the panel, I have tried to 

I would like to give my heartfelt thanks to the 
EdUHK. The fellowship provides me with a 
valuable opportunity to further enhance my 
research and teaching skills and experience. I will 
make good use of this invaluable opportunity to 
establish myself as a professional teacher.

introduce different e-learning platforms and 
learning tools, such as Nearpod, Classkick, and 
Geogebra, to my colleagues without hesitation. By 
promoting professional sharing and innovative 
teaching methods, I hope we can continuously 

The Qualifying Examination in November, 2019The Qualifying E

After revising my manuscript to address the re
viewers’ comments, the article was accepted and has just been publ
ished in July 2021. I am now editing the second article titled ‘Enh
ancing self-regulated learning in blended academic writing course:
 The role of learner training’ with the assistance of my principle su
pervisor, and I try to submit to an international journal in the near 
future.

RPg Student Research Forum in October, 2019

RPg Student Research Forum in October, 2019
RPg Student Research Forum in October, 2019

In Charge of Mathematics-Adventure 
Mission (Cross-Curricular Scheme)

Demonstration Lesson (Professional Sharing)

Fellowships Scheme
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ALUMNI CORNER

Sharing of Dr LEUNG Yick Wah Frankie
EdD Graduate's Career Development 

Since graduation, I have been working on a post-doc research position in 
the University of Hong Kong (HKU) and participating in a food distribution
 programme led by the HKU and the Hong Kong Jockey Club. Compared
th my doctoral study, the daily research work is less stressful. Our projects
ve monthly deadlines, and the stakeholders are not only supervisors but als
unders and government officials. To me, graduation from the doctoral degree 
is not the beginning of the end, but the end of the beginning only. During my 
doctoral study (Doctor of Education, major in English language Education), I 
have learnt many research skills and popular software (i.e. SPSS, NVIVO, en
dnote), which serves as a solid foundation for research. However, the doctoral 
degree is only an entrance ticket that allows you to enter the field. I still need t
o be equipped with different skills to manage real projects, preparing administ
rative reports and publicity booklets. My everyday duties require me to impro
ve myself, such as learning R-Studio, landscape statistics and complicated skil
ls for managing spreadsheet excel. Also, it is equally important
 to learn some new writing skills that keep me survive, such as how to prepare 
the funding application to get more resources. 
In the previous year, the busy workload shifted me away from the prep
aration work of manuscripts. However, it is always important for all of
us to keep in mind that the “Publish or perish” rule is applicable in eve
ry institution. If possible, it is best to get at least one publication every 
year, so that you could claim your achievement in the research field. E
mployers do not care about what degree we have got, but what we cou
ld contribute to their projects. 

RPg Graduate's Career Development 
Sharing of Dr PO Ho Fai Jacky 

Very soon after I passed my Viva exam, I have started a new journey as a rese
h associate in mathematics at Aston University in the United Kingdom. I have 
come a member of the Neu-Chip Project, an international project which involv
the collaboration of scientists from six different universities and industrial com
nies across Europe. The aim of the project is to investigate how to use human b
in stem cells to build a device that can function as an artificial biological comp
r. It is a very interesting scientific project, isn’t it? 

My dream of being a scientist comes true. I am sur
e that I could not get this great opportunity without
 all the help and support I received throughout my 
PhD study. I would like thank my PhD supervisor 
Dr. Yeung Chi-ho for his guidance, and all the valu
able opportunities he has given me. I would also lie
 to thank the Graduate School for the constant and 
sincere care and help. Most importantly, thank you 
my wife Zoe and our half-year-old son Jasper for all
 your support and encouragement.

Since graduation, I have been working on a post-doc research position in 
the University of Hong Kong (HKU) and participating in a food distribution 
programme led by the HKU and the Hong Kong Jockey Club. Compared 
with my doctoral study, the daily research work is less stressful. Our projects 
have monthly deadlines, and the stakeholders are not only supervisors but 
also funders and government officials. To me, graduation from the doctoral 
degree is not the beginning of the end, but the end of the beginning only. 
During my doctoral study (Doctor of Education, major in English language 
Education), I have learnt many research skills and popular software (i.e. 
SPSS, NVIVO, endnote), which serves as a solid foundation for research. 
However, the doctoral degree is only an entrance ticket that allows you to 
enter the field. I still need to be equipped with different skills to manage real 
projects, preparing administrative reports and publicity booklets. My 
everyday duties require me to improve myself, such as learning R-Studio, 
landscape statistics and complicated skills for managing spreadsheet excel. 
Also, it is equally important to learn some new writing skills that keep me 
survive, such as how to prepare the funding application to get more 
resources. 

In the previous year, the busy workload shifted me away from the preparation 
work of manuscripts. However, it is always important for all of us to keep in 
mind that the “Publish or perish” rule is applicable in every institution. If 
possible, it is best to get at least one publication every year, so that you could 
claim your achievement in the research field. Employers do not care about 
what degree we have got, but what we could contribute to their projects. 

Very soon after I passed my Viva exam, I have started a new journey as a 
research associate in mathematics at Aston University in the United Kingdom. I 
have become a member of the Neu-Chip Project, an international project which 
involves the collaboration of scientists from six different universities and 
industrial companies across Europe. The aim of the project is to investigate how 
to use human brain stem cells to build a device that can function as an artificial 
biological computer. It is a very interesting  
scientific project, isn’t it?
My dream of being a scientist comes true. I am sure 
that I could not get this great opportunity without all 
the help and support I received throughout my PhD 
study. I would like thank my PhD supervisor Dr. 
Yeung Chi-ho for his guidance, and all the valuable 
opportunities he has given me. I would also like to 
thank the Graduate School for the constant and 
sincere care and help. Most importantly, thank you 
my wife Zoe and our half-year-old son Jasper for all 
your support and encouragement.

Since graduation, I have been working in a post-doc research position

Very soon after I passed my Viva exam, I have started a new journey as 
a research associate in mathematics at Aston University in the United 
Kingdom. I have become a member of the Neu-Chip Project, an 
international project which involves the collaboration of scientists from 
six different universities and industrial companies across Europe. The 
aim of the project is to investigate how to use human brain stem cells to 
build a device that can function as an artificial 
biological computer. It is a very interesting 
scientific project, isn’t it?

My dream of being a scientist comes true. I am 
sure that I could not get this great opportunity 
without all the help and support I received 
throughout my PhD study. I would like thank my 
PhD supervisor Dr Yeung Chi Ho for his 
guidance, and all the valuable opportunities he 
has given me. I would also like to thank the 
Graduate School for the constant and sincere 
care and help. Most importantly, thank you 
my wife Zoe and our half-year-old son Jasper 
for all your support and encouragement.

in the University of Hong Kong (HKU) and participating in a food 
distribution programme led by the HKU and the Hong Kong Jockey 
Club. Compared with my doctoral study, the daily research work is less 
stressful. Our projects have monthly deadlines, and the stakeholders 
are not only supervisors but also funders and government officials. To 
me, graduation from the doctoral degree is not the beginning of the end, 
but the end of the beginning only. During my doctoral study (Doctor of 
Education, major in English language Education), I have learnt many 
research skills and popular software (i.e. SPSS, Nvivo, EndNote), 
which serve as a solid foundation for research. However, the doctoral 
degree is only an entrance ticket that allows you to enter the field. I still 
need to be equipped with different skills to manage real projects, 
preparing administrative reports and publicity booklets. My everyday 
duties require me to improve myself, such as learning R-Studio, 
landscape statistics and complicated skills for managing spreadsheet 
excel. Also, it is equally important to learn some new writing skills that 
keep me survive, such as how to prepare funding applications to get 
more resources.

In the previous year, the busy workload shifted me away from the 
preparation work of manuscripts. However, it is always important for all 
of us to keep in mind that the “publish or perish” rule is applicable in 
every institution. If possible, it is best to get at least one publication every 
year, so that you could claim your achievement in the research field. 
Employers do not care about what degree we have got, but what we 
could contribute to their projects. 

Jacky's new working place: Aston University

Jacky and his family in the UK
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Sharing of CHONG Nga Sze

A Math teacher at Quanzhou 
Experimental Primary School in 
Fujian Province, China

MEd Graduates' Career Development 

Since graduation, I have been working on a post-doc research position in 
the University of Hong Kong (HKU) and participating in a food distribution
 programme led by the HKU and the Hong Kong Jockey Club. Compared
th my doctoral study, the daily research work is less stressful. Our projects
ve monthly deadlines, and the stakeholders are not only supervisors but als
unders and government officials. To me, graduation from the doctoral degree 
is not the beginning of the end, but the end of the beginning only. During my 
doctoral study (Doctor of Education, major in English language Education), I 
have learnt many research skills and popular software (i.e. SPSS, NVIVO, en
dnote), which serves as a solid foundation for research. However, the doctoral 
degree is only an entrance ticket that allows you to enter the field. I still need t
o be equipped with different skills to manage real projects, preparing administ
rative reports and publicity booklets. My everyday duties require me to impro
ve myself, such as learning R-Studio, landscape statistics and complicated skil
ls for managing spreadsheet excel. Also, it is equally important
 to learn some new writing skills that keep me survive, such as how to prepare 
the funding application to get more resources. 
In the previous year, the busy workload shifted me away from the prep
aration work of manuscripts. However, it is always important for all of
us to keep in mind that the “Publish or perish” rule is applicable in eve
ry institution. If possible, it is best to get at least one publication every 
year, so that you could claim your achievement in the research field. E
mployers do not care about what degree we have got, but what we cou
ld contribute to their projects. 

Sharing of ZHANG Lidan

Area of Focus: Curriculum, Teaching and Assessment

Area of Focus: Early Childhood Education

Very soon after I passed my Viva exam, I have started a new journey as a rese
h associate in mathematics at Aston University in the United Kingdom. I have 
come a member of the Neu-Chip Project, an international project which involv
the collaboration of scientists from six different universities and industrial com
nies across Europe. The aim of the project is to investigate how to use human b
in stem cells to build a device that can function as an artificial biological comp
r. It is a very interesting scientific project, isn’t it? 

My dream of being a scientist comes true. I am sur
e that I could not get this great opportunity without
 all the help and support I received throughout my 
PhD study. I would like thank my PhD supervisor 
Dr. Yeung Chi-ho for his guidance, and all the valu
able opportunities he has given me. I would also lie
 to thank the Graduate School for the constant and 
sincere care and help. Most importantly, thank you 
my wife Zoe and our half-year-old son Jasper for all
 your support and encouragement.

I have always dreamed of being a teacher, so I have worked hard to

After six years of working in the education industry, I gradually realized

realize my dream. After graduation with an undergraduate degree, I 
applied for the Master of Education program at EdUHK. I planned to 
seek a job as a primary school teacher in Hong Kong.

During my study, I was fortunate to meet some professional and 
enthusiastic professors and seniors who have always been supportive 
and generous to me, especially in my last year of academic learning. 
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, we could not meet and study face-
to-face, and I had to take online courses in mainland China for one 
year. Despite that, I still had a wonderful learning experience with 
all my professors and fellows in EdUHK. With their professional 
and illuminating guidance, I obtained my master’s  degree 
smoothly. 

Professors and seniors in EdUHK also provided me with 
constructive employment advice, which helped me to set my goals 
and strive for them. Despite a few failures at first, yet with the school 
motto “文行兼修、敬業愛生” (English translation: knowledgeable, caring, 
and responsible), I kept conducting mock-teaching by myself and 
practising my teaching skills. And finally, I passed the interview at the 
best primary school in my hometown and became a math teacher. 
Without EdUHK, I could not have come so far. Now, I am enjoying 
my life and work, and I feel delighted to be in a city with my family 
and friends. I am so proud to be one of the students who can study 
at EdUHK, and I am grateful to it for giving me such a 
wonderful learning experience here.

the importance of early childhood education. In the meantime, I finally 
understand that it is necessary to upgrade my knowledge systematically 
to improve my professionalism. Therefore, I applied for a master’s degree 
in EdUHK, which is efficient and valuable. 

After graduation, I first started my child centre. During this initial period, 
the certificate of Master in Education is a powerful endorsement of my 
competency. Thanks to my teacher and friend Dr Annie who led me into 
the STEAM world. I tried to dig deep into this field and finally adopted the 
STEAM approach in the child centre. To the parents’ surprise, the 
children's creativity, critical thinking and manual skills were significantly 
improved. Last but not least, my study at EdUHK expanded my horizons 
which determined and directed my behaviour in my current job. It took me 
to a higher level.

Business can never be problem-free. However, I become more confident 
after learning in EdUHK. I have teachers and classmates that I can turn 
to when I meet problems. Moreover, classes on research methods 
enrich my mindset and ability to find solutions. I believe I made a wise 
choice to study at EdUHK, and I hope we will meet again in a new way 
in the near future.

Head of Hamood Jewish 
International Education Me and my family in the UK



With an aim to help research students to improve their essential generic skills, the Graduate School is
developing a virtual research training hub. Key to this brand-new platform is self-paced e-learning. While 
lecture videos are combined with a wide range of interactive content, a mode of asynchronous learning 
and teaching is adopted to provide flexibility for both educators and learners. The first module, 
titled “Conceptualizing Research”, has been produced and tested. Other modules covering topics 
such as supervisor-supervisees relationship, presentation skills, and writing skills are now under 
development. Designed by renowned local and overseas scholars, these modules are featured with the 
following elements:

Interactive thinking exercises and quizzes

Pre-recorded videos

Virtual discussion boards

Links to external e-resources

More features will be rolled out, and the virtual research training hub will be ready soon. 
Stay tuned!

Despite the ongoing disruption of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the 27th Graduation Ceremony of the EdUHK was success
fully held. The Graduate School organized two sessions of 
Virtual Graduation Ceremony on 24th July 2021 and 4th D
ecember 2021. More than 200 grjaduates of Doctor of Philo
sophy, Doctor of Education, Master of Philosophy, and Mas
ter of Education attended the ceremonies online with their f
amilies and friends to celebrate this important moment of t
heir life.

Both sessions were featured with congratulations speeches from Prof. Lui Tai-lok, the former Vice-President
 (Research and Development), and Prof. Lo Sing-kai, the Dean of Graduate School. The graduates then r
eceived their degrees from Prof. John Trent, the Associate Dean (Quality Assurance and Enhancement) of
 Graduate School, Dr Lee Kwai-sang, the Associate Dean (Academic Development and Support) of Graduat
e School, and Dr Tsang Yiu-fai Chris, the Assistant Dean of Graduate School.
As Prof. Lo Sing-kai said in his speech, “Graduation is not the end; but the beginning of another journey.
” Congratulations to all graduates and wish all graduates a bright and fruitful new chapter of life!

# The livestreamed online graduation ceremonies were recorded. 
The hyperlink and the password have been sent to graduates individually.
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Lecture video and multiple-choice question

�������������������������������Virtual Research Training Hub

WHAT'S NEW

(Left to right) Dr Chris Tsang, Prof. John Trent, Prof. Lo Sing-kai, Dr Lee Kwai-sang and 
Dr Michelle Cheng with the graduates at the Graduation Ceremony on 24th July 2021

Interactive quiz
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In the period of pandemic prevalence, online resources have played an important role over the globe. In
keeping up with the trend, Graduate School has launched a brand-new GS website. Not only displaying an 
aesthetic style and layout, but the new website also delivers an efficient and effective browsing experience to 
every visitor. After rearranging the navigation design, clearer instructions enable easier data retrieving step 
by step. Replenishing with more updated and focused content, visitors are able to explore more about us by 
reading the pages. Now, you can always locate the information by simply scrolling over and clicking on the 
banner on the colourful home page. You can also find the useful footer through all pages as we are expecting 
to provide you with a better reading experience. Please feel free to visit our new website for a wonderful 
browsing journey.

Website: https://www.eduhk.hk/gradsch/

Despite the ongoing disruption of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the 27th Graduation Ceremony of the EdUHK was success
fully held. The Graduate School organized two sessions of 
Virtual Graduation Ceremony on 24th July 2021 and 4th D
ecember 2021. More than 200 grjaduates of Doctor of Philo
sophy, Doctor of Education, Master of Philosophy, and Mas
ter of Education attended the ceremonies online with their f
amilies and friends to celebrate this important moment of t
heir life.

Both sessions were featured with congratulations speeches from Prof. Lui Tai-lok, the former Vice-President
 (Research and Development), and Prof. Lo Sing-kai, the Dean of Graduate School. The graduates then r
eceived their degrees from Prof. John Trent, the Associate Dean (Quality Assurance and Enhancement) of
 Graduate School, Dr Lee Kwai-sang, the Associate Dean (Academic Development and Support) of Graduat
e School, and Dr Tsang Yiu-fai Chris, the Assistant Dean of Graduate School.
As Prof. Lo Sing-kai said in his speech, “Graduation is not the end; but the beginning of another journey.
” Congratulations to all graduates and wish all graduates a bright and fruitful new chapter of life!

# The livestreamed online graduation ceremonies were recorded. 
The hyperlink and the password have been sent to graduates individually.
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�������������������������������A Vibrant New “Page” – New GS Website

WHAT'S NEW

(Left to right) Dr Chris Tsang, Prof. John Trent, Prof. Lo Sing-kai, Dr Lee Kwai-sang and 
Dr Michelle Cheng with the graduates at the Graduation Ceremony on 24th July 2021
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Contact Us

Email: gradsch@eduhk.hk

Website: https://www.eduhk.hk/gradsch/




