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Interview with Academic Staff
KNOWLEDGE TRANSFER:

Bridging Academia
and Society

By Jet Uy BUENCONSEJO

Professor CHOW Cheuk Fai Stephen
Director of Knowledge Transfer

Research Postgraduate Student,
Department of Special Education and Counseling

Along with academics and research, knowledge transfer is considered as one of the three pillars
of an educational institution. While graduate students are traditionally trained as rigorous
academics in their research fields, there is also a pressing need to support students to amplify
their research impact beyond the academia. To familiarize students with the knowledge transfer
process in our university, we asked Professor Stephen Chow, the director of Knowledge Transfer
Office (KTO) of the university to share some insights and tips about doing knowledge transfer
that are highly applicable to graduate students. During the interview, Professor Chow discussed
his academic and professional career, the main functions and services of the KTO, and the
challenges faced by the office amid the current COVID-19 pandemic.
Professor Chow earned his Bachelor of Science and PhD degrees in Chemistry from the City
University of Hong Kong. After obtaining his PhD, he received a post-doctoral fellowship from
the Croucher Foundation Fellowship, embarking on his research career at the University of
Strasbourg in France from 2005 to 2007. He described these years in France as one of the
happiest moments in his life because of the mentorship he received from his supervisor, the
collaborations he was able to forge, as well as the amount of time he could spend in conducting
experiments and writing research papers in chemistry. The supervision he received during this
time motivated him to pursue an academic career. He noted that forming a good relationship with
one’s supervisor is one of the most crucial skills that a graduate student should learn. For
Professor Chow, his supervisor became his role model.
Having served as the Director of KTO for the past seven years, Professor Chow explained that
educational institutions have the responsibility to use knowledge to impact society by addressing
specific concerns and improving the lives of people, aside from creating knowledge (i.e., research)
and teaching (i.e., Pedagogy). Knowledge transfer, said Professor Chow, is like a bridge that
connects academia and society, a bridge that allows faculty members and students to
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connect with various sectors in society. One example of bridging the academia and society was the
project of Professor CK Woo from the Department of Asian and Policy Studies. Professor Woo
developed a system called OASIS (Online Assessment System for Individual Scores) which
allows individuals to rate their peers fairly and transparently on a particular group project. This
system is not only used by students but also by employees in companies and organizations.
Professor Woo’s OASIS won a gold medal at the 2021 International Exhibition of Inventions of
Geneva. Citing this example, Professor Chow noted that one of the primary goals is to create a
talent pool which includes not only faculty members but also undergraduate and graduate students,
alumni, and academic staff.
Professor Chow believes that graduate students have great potential in generating useful ideas for
knowledge transfer given that they are in constant communication with their supervisors.
Compared to his time as a graduate student, he noted that graduate students now are given more
opportunities for funding and collaborations which are necessary ingredients for successful
knowledge transfer. Professor Chow encourages graduate students, especially those who are
working on topics related to (1) innovation and technology, (2) entrepreneurship, (3) social
innovation, and (4) education technology, to take advantage of the opportunities and services
offered by the KTO. For the past two years, they have been providing financial grants to deserving
projects by students and alumni. The KTO is currently is in its third year awarding these grants.
On a final note, Professor Chow shared, “The time spent as a graduate student could be one of the
most challenging periods in our lives, yet it could also be one of the most exciting, productive,
and opportune time to explore, test, and generate knowledge that could hopefully impact society
and improve the lives of people. So, if you happen to have some time, why not pass by the KTO
and see if your idea could be the next “bridge” that could connect academia and society”.
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Interview with
Dr TSANG Yiu Fai, Chris
By HO Cheuk Ming Hades
Doctor of Philosophy Student,
Department of Early Childhood Education

Dr Tsang is an Associate Professor of the
Department of Science and Environment
Studies, and the Assistant Dean of
Graduate School at The Education
University of Hong Kong. In this
interview, Dr Tsang shared his thoughts
about the MEd Programme and discussed
his challenging, but no less rewarding
academic journey so far.

Dr TSANG Yiu Fai, Chris
Associate Professor;
Assistant Dean of Graduate School

The Journey
Before being an internationally-recognised
scholar, Dr Tsang's academic journey began
with a rocky start. At the beginning, he did
not do very well in his undergraduate
education, receiving a GPA of 2.2. After
discovering his interest in laboratory work
and the environment, he decided to delve
deep into environmental science. His GPA
was getting better afterwards. In year three,
he won his first award for the honour project
–“Using bacteria to produce plastic from
sewage”. Dr Tsang later graduated with firstclass honours and received an offer to pursue
his PhD in environmental engineering with a
focus on biological sewage treatment.

in the topics, you will be motivated to work
harder" said Dr Tsang. He was also inspired
by a movie called “A Beautiful Mind”, which
talks about the life of the American
Mathematician John Nash. The movie was
the driving force of his quest for knowledge
in life and motivated him to pursue a PhD.

Although the first year of post-graduate
education for Dr Tsang was difficult as he
did not have any basic knowledge about
biology, he was able to overcome all the
challenges by taking all the foundation
courses about biology. "If you are interested
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Life Balance
Dr Tsang admitted that it is really difficult to balance the research work and his family life.
Fortunately, he has a supportive family that allows him to conduct his research wholeheartedly. In
2019, Dr Tsang was invited to be an associate editor of a top-ranking journal. "This is the
recognition from my peers and one of my achievements”, said Dr Tsang.

MEd Programme
As the Assistant Dean of the Graduate School, Dr
Tsang would like to provide more exchange and
cooperation opportunities to postgraduate students.
Through cooperating with researchers from other
countries, he aims to broaden students’ horizon
and at the same time sharpen the research
directions of EdUHK. The Dual Master
Programme allows students to obtain two master
degrees from two different universities. For
example, if a student is planning to teach business
in the future, he/she gets both a Master in
Education and a Master in Business preparing
him/ her to teach the subject comprehensively. During the Dual Master Programme, students must
publish journal articles before they graduate. They will be supervised by professors from both
universities to develop a broader scope of research. It is hoped that students can enhance their
knowledge as well as project development and execution skills. These skills will empower
students to further their study or pursue the PhD.

Postgraduate Programme
Dr Tsang noted that students should consider applying for a postgraduate programme if they have
questions in mind and want to find out the answers. "The willingness of finding the truth is always
the motivation in doing research", remarked Dr Tsang. He reckons if students keep calculating the
amount of salary they will get after graduation, they will have wasted a lot of opportunities. For Dr
Tsang, his reason to pursue higher education is always the willingness to develop new knowledge
and find out the truth.

Life Motto
Finally, Dr Tsang concluded the interview with his life motto. To stay motivated in research, one
should always search for the truth and find answers in life no matter what.

學海無涯)

Learning has no boundaries (
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GRADUATE SCHOOL’S
First Graduation Ceremony Live stream

In view of the ongoing uncertainties caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, this year, the Graduate School
organised the 26th Congregation Ceremony live-streamed on 20th February 2021. Nearly 200 graduates
attended online, sharing this happy moment with their families and friends on this special occasion.
As kick-start, a pre-recorded
graduation speech delivered by
our President, Professor Stephen
Cheung Yan Leung, accompanied
by
former
Vice-President
(Research and Development),
Professor Lui Tai Lok, and VicePresident
(Academic),
and
Provost, Professor Lee Chi Kin,
has been showcased.
Then, we were delighted to
have Professor John Gilbert
Trent, Associate Dean (Quality
Assurance and Enhancement)
of Graduate School, Dr Lee
Kwai Sang, Associate Dean
(Academic Development and Support) of Graduate School, and Dr Tsang Yiu Fai Chris, Assistant
Dean of Graduate School, to present awards to the graduates (Class of 2020) of the Research
Postgraduate, Doctor of Education and Master of Education programmes.
This year, an interactive session has been
incorporated at the end of the graduation
ceremony to allow graduates to socialise and
mingle with one another. The Dean of
Graduate School, Professor Lo Sing Kai,
remarked, “The pandemic shall not rob
graduates of the celebrations that they deserve”.
The graduates enjoyed the interaction a lot as
they had actively engaged throughout the
session.
Once again, congratulations to all graduates and families and we wish all graduates a bright and fruitful new
chapter of life!
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THE ORIENTATION OF

MASTER OF EDUCATION

(Shenzhen Class)

Professor Stephen Cheung Yan-leung, President of EdUHK was quoted saying
The programme is a useful attempt for Shenzhen and Hong Kong to explore
the cultivation of leading talent in basic education in the Greater Bay Area
and establish a learning community for the school principals in the area.
After a triumphant delivery of 7
cohorts of MEd (Shanghai Class) with
more than 300 graduates. The Graduate
School has collaborated with Shenzhen
Ministry of Education to deliver the
MEd (Shenzhen Class), which is
designed for educators working in the
early childhood, primary and secondary
education sectors in Shenzhen.
Principals, vice principals, department
heads, senior teachers as well as
officials of the Ministry of Education
nominated and financially supported by
the Shenzhen Ministry of Education
have been enrolled in the programme.
The first cohort of 25 students commenced in
January 2020 and has already graduated from the
programme. The second cohort has been enrolled
in the programme in early 2021 as well. To
congratulate the graduates of the first cohort and to
welcome the second cohort, an online celebration
ceremony was held on 25th February 2021.
Besides graduates of the first cohort, new students
of the second cohort and senior government
officials from the Shenzhen Ministry of Education
also attended the ceremony.
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Our President, former Vice-President (Research
and Development), and a number of course
lecturers were delighted to deliver speeches
during the ceremony. Through the collaboration
with Shenzhen Ministry of Education and
delivery of MEd (Shenzhen Class), the role of
EdUHK in the education sector of Greater Bay
Area has been strengthened. Our engagement
will bring a direct and sustainable impact and
hence, contribute to the enhancement of
education system in Mainland China.
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CHANCES TO MINGLE WITH
TOP 2% OF SENIOR RESEARCHERS
AS NAMED ON STANFORD UNIVERSITY’S LIST
A series of informal gathering sessions on “Chances to Mingle with Top 2% of Senior
Researchers as Named on Stanford University’s list – Learning beyond the researcher’s desk”
are organised for research students starting from 2020/21 academic year. In this series,
different senior researchers who were named on Stanford University’s list of the top 2% mostcited scientists in various disciplines were invited to share their research experiences. This
provides a platform for intellectual exchanges and cultivates a rigorous and supportive research
culture among research students.

In October 2020, Professor Stephen Cheung
Yan Leung, SBS, JP, President and Chair
Professor of Public Policy, gave the first
seminar. The seminar was conducted in both
online and face-to-face mode. As the session
was participated by more that 40 doctoral
students around the world, it provided a
platform to connect senior and junior
researchers. During the event, the President
shared his career of treachery from
mathematics to statistics, finance, and
education. He noted that overcoming
challenges is fun since this has motivated him
to keep improving himself.
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Professor Stephen Cheung Yan Leung quoted,

Change is the only constant
Professor Cheung emphasised the importance of
lifelong learning and consistent need to keeping
an open mind. He also gave some advice
regarding the way to maintain positive
relationships with supervisors, apply research
skills on different settings, and maximise time
efficiency as a researcher. Although the research
field is challenging, he encouraged students to
“Work hard, and never say never”.
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Dreaming up a Fruitful and Fulfilling Academic Voyage
The second seminar was conducted by Professor Jim Chi Yung, BH, JP, the Research Chair
Professor of Geography & Environmental Science, on the topic “Dreaming up a Fruitful and
Fulfilling Academic Voyage”.
Professor Jim expressed that the professional life of an
academic is full of challenges and surprises, characterised by
continual kaleidoscopic changes. Probably, the only element
of certainty is the starting point, which could be followed by
wanderings in the wilderness. For an aspiring academic, the
future seems rather unpredictable and unsettling. To avoid
going astray and wasting precious time and effort, some
introspection and visionary planning may alleviate the
apprehension. This seminar helped students to understand
some key traits and expectations, upon which a road map
could be plotted to reach blissful destinations after
destinations with efficacy and alacrity. Bon voyage!

Writing Scientific Papers for Journal Publication
Professor Wong Ming Hung, Advisor (Environmental Science), Consortium on Health,
Environment, Education and Research, and Department of Science and Environmental Studies,
EdUHK, conducted the third seminar on the topic “Writing Scientific Papers for Journal
Publication”. Research students in a substantial number of major mainland universities are
required to publish papers in peer-reviewed journals before graduation. Therefore, research
students and junior scientists are faced with various difficulties in writing their scientific papers
and submitting their papers for journal publication. Though not stipulated in any regulations,
research students in Hong Kong are also encouraged to publish their results while pursuing their
studies. In this seminar, Professor Wong shared his research experience in writing scientific papers
for journal publication in the
area of environmental sciences,
starting from preparation of a
manuscript, to submission to an
appropriate international peerreviewed journal, and to revise
the manuscript according to
reviewers’ comments. Common
errors made by research students
were discussed.
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INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON
LEARNING AND TEACHING 2020
On 4th December 2020, the Postgraduate Session of the International Conference on Learning
and Teaching 2020 was held by the Graduate School (GS) and the Centre for Learning,
Teaching and Technology at EdUHK. Joined by 100 participants from other higher education
institutions in Hong Kong and around Asia, the online conference began with welcoming
remarks from Professor Lo Sing Kai, Associate Vice President (Assessment) & (Graduate
Studies) and Dean of GS.

Evidence-based Quality Enhancement in Learning and Teaching
Professor Chetwyn Chan, former Associate
Vice-President (Learning and Teaching) of
Hong Kong Polytechnic University, (now
our
Vice-President
(Research
and
Development)) was the first to take the
stage with his presentation on “Evidencebased Quality Enhancement in Learning
and Teaching”, touching on how to collect
different types of data related to day-to-day
operations in higher education institutions.
Two case studies, a learning space design
project and a senior-year student admission
project, were undertaken to demonstrate
the usefulness of data for initiating the
enhancement of learning.
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Learning and Teaching Scientific Argumentation
The next session, titled “Learning and
Teaching Scientific Argumentation”, was
presented by Professor Yang Fang Ying,
Chair Professor of the Graduate Institute of
Science Education at National Taiwan
Normal University. She emphasized the
need to include scientific argumentation in
science classrooms from both theoretical
and practical perspectives; and argued that
learning and teaching science argumentation
need to take learners' cognitive traits into
consideration.

Students' Sharing
Three research students at EdUHK were
also invited to share their thoughts on
learning and teaching. Ms Su Fan, an EdD
student, articulated how to use flipped
classroom to improve students’ English
writing skills. Mr Norman Mendoza, a PhD
student, scaffolded how self-assessment
practices and autonomy supportive teachers
may make reflective students. Another PhD
student, Ms Chia Hui Min presented her
research on the values perspective for
learning and teaching in the 21st century.

Open Forum
The last session was an open forum led by Professor John Trent, Associate Dean of GS. Professor
Chan and Professor Yang returned on the virtual stage as panelists. The dynamic interaction
between the panelists and the audience helped deepen the understanding of each topic that was
previously presented. The panelists concluded with unanimous agreement that learning and
teaching are challenging but meaningful. They looked to the future and hoped that everyone
would continue their efforts in exploring this topic and hopefully one day they can all meet in
person to share more experiences, research and insights.
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3MT® COMPETITION

The Education University of Hong Kong held its first Three Minute Thesis (3MT®) Competition
successfully on 14th August 2021 (both video entries and live presentations). The competition
aims to professionally develop the academic, presentation and communication skills of our
Research Postgraduate (RPg) and Doctor of Education (EdD) students by challenging them to
explain their research within three minutes to a general audience. The event officially began with
some warm welcoming remarks from Professor Chetwyn Chan, Vice-President (Research and
Development). More than 25 research students enrolled and presented in the competition.
The contestants’ presentations attracted the audience’s attention greatly and encouraged a lively
discussion among the contestant, the judging panel, and the audience about their research. The
adjudicating panel of the competition included Professor Lui Tai-lok, the Director of the Academy
of Hong Kong Studies, Professor Cheng Kat-hung, Chair Professor of Cultural History, and
Professor Jim Chi-yung, the Research Chair Professor of Geography & Environmental Science.
After two hours of competition, Professor Stephen Cheung, President of the University, presented
the awards to all the outstanding winners. Valuable feedbacks were also given to the participants
by the judges to ensure students can learn from this fun and challenging experience.
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Judges
We were honored to have Professor Lui Tai-lok, Professor Cheng Kat-hung and Professor Jim
Chi-yung to be the judges of the 3MT® Competition.
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Congratulations to all the outstanding winners of the EdUHK 3MT® Competition 2021. They are:

Platinum
Platinum
Award
MENDOZA, Norman Biliwang

Presentation title:
Motivation and Self-assessment Practices as Mechanisms
Linking Need-supportive Teaching and Student
Achievement in English Learning

YANG, Yin
Presentation title:
Examining Primary Students’ Self-regulated Vocabulary
Learning Mediated by the Self-regulation Scheme on a
Mobile App

Platinum
Gold
Award
ABDRASHEVA, Dana

LAW, Mei-ling

Presentation title:
Go Abroad or Stay Home: Kazakhstan Students'
Academic Experiences in China

Presentation title:
Effects of Blended Learning Pedagogical Practices on
Students’ Self-regulated Learning and Learners’
Motivation in Hong Kong Secondary School Context

MERUYERT, Seidumanova
Presentation title:
Successful School Leadership during the COVID-19
Pandemic: the Case of Kazakhstan

Platinum
Silver Award

DARZHINOVA, Liubov
Presentation title:
L1 and L2 Processing and Comprehension of Russian Locally
Ambiguous Participial Relative Clause Sentences

KUCHERBAYEVA, Dina

KWOK, Ching-yan
Presentation title:
Assessment of Conventional and New Per-and Polyfluoroalkyl
Substances in the Marine Ecosystem

LIM, Ching-yee Jenny
Presentation title:
Museum Learning and Experiences - How do We Relate
to IB Diploma Visual Arts Program

Presentation title:
Language Attitude and Language Use in Modern
Kazakhstan After 30 years of Independence

ZENG, Chun

Presentation title:
Understanding non-local PhD Students' Agency in Times
of Crisis
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WRITING COMPETITON
The Graduate School of EdUHK organised a writing competition during the summer term
2021/22 to collect suggestions on achievable strategies to support research students. As our
online evaluation survey – Student Research Experience Questionnaire (SREQ) showed an
averagely lower score in the aspect of research climate than other items in the questionnaire (i.e.
supervision, infrastructure and services, generic skills, goals and expectations), Research
Postgraduate students were invited to share their opinions on improving the intellectual climate.
Students shared their perspectives and insights on what makes a supportive research
environment in our university and provided some valuable suggestions to enhance the overall
intellectual and research climate.
Professor Cheng Kat Hung, Chair
Professor of Cultural History (far
left), Professor Lo Sing Kai,
Dean of Graduate School (far
right) and Writing Competition
Awardees (from left to right) Mr.
Norman Mendoza, Mr Parbat
Dhungana, Ms Sun Xiujuan, Mr
Jet Uy Buenconsejo, Ms Wang
Yifei, Ms Chia Hui Min and Ms
Olga Sazhina.

Online Awardees
We were honoured to have Professor Chetwyn Chan, Vice President (Research and
Development), to present awards to awardees who attended the ceremony online.
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The Award Ceremony of writing competition took place in the Three Minute Thesis (3MT®)
competition on 14th August, 2021. Congratulations to 9 winners of writing competition in 2021.
They are:

Platinum
Platinum
Award

DARZHINOVA, Liubov

WANG, Yifei

Programme: Doctor of Philosophy

Programme: Doctor of Education

Gold Award
MENDOZA, Norman Biliwang

KUCHERBAYEVA, Dina

Programme: Doctor of Philosophy

Programme: Doctor of Philosophy

SUN, Xiujuan
Programme: Doctor of Philosophy

Platinum
Silver Award

BUENCONSEJO, Jet Uy

CHIA, Hui Min

Programme: Master of Philosophy

Programme: Doctor of Philosophy

DHUNGANA, Parbat

SAZHINA, Olga

Programme: Doctor of Philosophy

Programme: Doctor of Philosophy
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DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY STUDENT

TANG, KHANH HOA
Hong Kong PhD Fellowship Scheme (HKPFS)
My name is Tăng Khánh Hoà, but I usually go
by Hoa Tang. I am originally from Vietnam
and currently a first-year PhD student at the
Department of English Language Education
(ELE). Before joining EdUHK as a PhD
student, I studied for a Master's degree in
Language and Linguistics (English) at Lund
University, Lund, Sweden, and then returned
to Vietnam to work as a lecturer, a course
coordinator, and a learning advisor at several
universities in Ho Chi Minh City.
My research topic is related to Englishmedium of instruction (EMI) as one of the
main strategies for internationalising higher
education in Vietnam. My research goes
beyond the scope of applied linguistics to
investigate EMI from a sociolinguistic
perspective , exploring the impacts of the media of instruction on the interaction between teachers
and students, students and content, and students and students. Then I will discuss the negotiation
of agency and how it might influence students’ further education and career trajectories, which
sheds light on the epistemic and social (in)justice(s) of EMI programmes in Vietnam.

I have always prioritised international experiences, intercultural competence, and lifelong and
life-wide learning. Hence, I have been joining different academic environments (those in
Singapore, the Philippines, Sweden, Hong Kong, and most recently Norway by participating in
the Bergen Summer Research School, etc.) in the world, meeting and making friends with new
people, collaborating with fellow PhD students not only at ELE but also from other countries,
and so forth. I do hope that I can learn and will be supported to learn and conduct research as
much as possible at EdUHK and my experience and research can contribute to not only ELE and
EdUHK but also education in general.
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DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY STUDENT

SAI, HTONG KHAM
Belt and Road Scholarship (RPg)

Now that an academic year has passed so I was
thinking that perhaps it is time to reflect on the
experience of my first year as a PhD student at
the Education University of Hong Kong. To
begin with, there are just several important
people I need to thank for making all this
experience possible. I would like to thank
Professor Lo Sing Kai for nominating me for
the Belt and Road Scholarship. It has been
tremendous support for my study and research
exposure. And I wouldn’t be able to do it
without my supervisor Dr Isabella Ng Fungsheung who has been guiding and pushing me
through all this time. And the Graduate School
that’s been supportive since the very beginning.
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I’m Sai Htong Kham from Myanmar, a
current PhD student at EdUHK. My research
focuses on the study of young people from
Myanmar and their active roles in
sociopolitical participation. Due to the
pandemic situation and Myanmar’s current
political crisis, it hasn’t been easy for me to
work on this topic. However, with the
support and guidance of my supervisor, I’m
able to find some alternative ways to work it
through. In the meantime, I’ve also been
encouraged to get more research exposure as
well as research output. They have been
such a great part of my experience as a PhD
student here. And with the Belt and Road
Scholarship which I’m grateful for, this
journey has just begun, with many more
experiences to look forward to. I’m thankful
for every experience and support from
EdUHK and Graduate School for this
smooth and fruitful journey of my PhD
study.
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DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY STUDENT

MULVEY, BENJAMIN JOSEPH
RGC Postdoctoral Fellowship Scheme
I feel really grateful to have been awarded the
RGC Postdoctoral Fellowship this year. This
was a very turbulent three years to be in
Hong Kong, but nonetheless I had such a
great experience over the course of my PhD,
and I think the support I received from the
Department of International Education and
from the Graduate School was crucial in me
eventually securing this fellowship. I’m
really looking forward to another three years
at EdUHK!
In terms of my research interests, for PhD
project I looked at the migration decisionmaking and experiences of African international
students in Chinese universities. I’m also
interested in socially-classed inequalities in
experiences of higher education in both the UK
and China, and in international higher education
as it relates to public diplomacy initiatives.

Over the course of the fellowship, I
hope to conduct more research into
international student mobility to and
from China, and contribute to a
better understanding of how social
inequalities are reproduced through
international education. I’m looking
forward to starting the fellowship,
and I am confident that I’ll come out
the other side of it having developed
my research skills and understanding
of my field.
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DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY STUDENT

CHEN, XIELING
PG Students Publication Awards
It’s my great honour to be granted the
Postgraduate Students Publication Award in
2019/20. During my PhD life in EdUHK, I
have developed research interests in
artificial intelligence in education, text
mining, natural language processing, and
visualization. I have some experience in
research projects about bibliometric analysis
and text mining on large-scale textual data.
During my research projects, I always
remind myself to keep abreast of the frontier
of innovative methodologies, particularly
those based on natural language processing
and machine learning algorithms, to
improve textual data analysis in terms of
accuracy, sufficiency, and effectiveness.
I would like to thank EdUHK for the
research support and opportunities to attend
conferences. One conference I attended has
inspired me a lot about the trends,
applications, and challenges in education
and artificial intelligence, particularly from
keynote speeches delivered by active and
well-known scholars in the field. I have
learned from my past research experience
that it is common to come across difficulties
during research projects; however, the key
is to remember that there are always more
solutions than problems. So never give up
easily! I would also like to thank my
supervisors, Dr Gary Cheng, Dr Haoran
Xie, and Dr Di Zou, for their kind support
during my PhD study.
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MASTER OF EDUCATION STUDENT

LAM, CHUN SING
Targeted TPg Fellowship Scheme

It is of great honour to be selected as an awardee of the UGC Targeted Taught Postgraduate
Programmes Fellowships Scheme 2021/22 for the pursuit of Master of Education (Science and
Environmental Studies Strand).
I am an in-service lecturer teaching applied science subjects at the University of Hong Kong and
recently completed the PGDE (PVE) programme offered by the Education University of Hong
Kong with Distinction in both coursework assessments and field practicum. I hope I can apply the
innovative and technology-driven science pedagogical theories and STEM knowledge at my
workplace upon the completion of the MEd Programme. These would help to transform scientific
theories into authentic elements and equip my students with creativity, problem-solving, critical
thinking, and collaborative skills. I also aim to take up the leadership role in the field of sciences
education through academic research. If applicable, I would like to share the latest research
findings in the international peer-reviewed academic journal(s) and conference(s).
Last but not least, I want to express my sincere thanks to the PGDE (PVE) programme leader and
course lecturers. They are all amazing teachers and always willing to ‘overwhelm’ me with
inspirations and insights on education. Meanwhile, I would like to say ‘Hello’ to the teachers of
the MEd Programme.
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MASTER OF EDUCATION STUDENT

LAU, WUN KAM
Targeted TPg Fellowship Scheme
I went back to my alma mater as a
teacher after the graduation. The school
has made me who I am today. I made
friends, learned different subject
knowledge, and met many excellent
teachers who used innovative lessons to
teach me. The School always offered
me ample opportunities to learn new
knowledge.
My alma mater is now a school with
non-Chinese students as the majority.
The students with diverse cultural
backgrounds have broadened my
knowledge and horizons and realized
that all of us are equal no matter where
we come from. As for the curriculum
development, major changes have also
been implemented, for example, the
integration of STEM in the science
curriculum. All these the changes made
me understand that education is a
process of continuous learning.
As a student, I cherished the extracurricular activities, which not only gave me the chance to meet
and make new friends but also built up my confidence. The school also created a holistic platform
so that I could equip myself with new knowledge, leadership, and other skills. A teacher not only
delivers knowledge with compassion but also nurtures a positive attitude among students. In
school, I have enhanced my interest in learning and at the same time improved my time
management and communication skills.
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CHEN, Se

Lecturer in Jiangxi Science &
Technology Normal University

Graduate of Doctor of Education
Specialized Area: Life and Values Education
It is amazing how fast time flies. One year has
just passed since I graduated from the EdD
program of EdUHK. Currently, I am working
in Jiangxi Science & Technology Normal
University (a public university located in
Nanchang City, Mainland China) and engaged
in teaching, research and administration.
The reason I chose to pursue a doctorate was
that I felt my career development was stuck.
For instance, many provincial or ministerial
level research projects only opened for
applicants with a doctorate. The university I
am working at also requires teachers with a
doctoral degree to get the promotion to a
position of Associate Professor or above.
Therefore, the doctorate training on research
skills helps me have more opportunities for
further career development in teaching and
research.

In particular, the guidance on designing,
organizing, implementing research projects,
and writing academic papers helped me
better develop my potentials in teaching
and learning. These skills are undoubted of
great significance to my future academic
career. I am grateful to EdUHK for the
knowledge, skills, confidence, enthusiasm,
and the ability to become a researcher that
it gave me during those three wonderful
years.
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SHI, Yinru

Lecturer
in Lingnan Normal University

Graduate of Doctor of Education
Specialized Area: Special Education
I am currently working as a lecturer in
the area of special education at the
Lingnan Normal University in
Zhanjiang city, Guangdong province,
China. I am very happy to reach my
professional value through spreading
the positive energy to my students
majoring in special education. These
could not be achieved without my
precious study and research experience
in EdUHK and the guidance from my
supervisor Professor Sin, Kuen Fung
Kenneth. The international vision,
cutting-edge academic research, and
student supports I experienced are very
valuable to my work now. In
particular, the knowledge, professional
skills, and research training I obtained
in EdUHK are well-practised in my
teaching and the real work situation.

During my six-month teaching practice, for example, I led a group of college students to
Zhanjiang Special Education School for internship activities, where we could contact
directly SEN Children with dysgnosia, speech disorders, and some of them are physically
disabled. I remember a little girl wearing a hearing aid as she had difficulties in
communicating with others. While we gently held her hands and interacted with her with
smiles, and she responded to us with a happy smiling face. The best communication has
been achieved through the activity that my students learned that SEN children need lots of
love from school, family, and society, and they also realized the importance of paying
more attention to children with special needs and the essentials as special education teacher
in their future jobs.
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HAI, Yahan Heidi

Mandarin Teacher at
International School

Graduate of Master of Education
Area of Focus: Early Childhood Education
After graduation, I have been working in
an international kindergarten as a
Mandarin class teacher in Hong Kong. It
was my first-year teaching in Hong
Kong, I tried my best to put myself in
children’s shoes and nurtured their wellbeing based on what I learnt. Studying in
EdUHK was a wonderful experience, not
only teaching me educational knowledge
and research methods, but also helped
me to be passionate towards education.

The courses in MEd programme are helpful
to my career. I applied the knowledge during
work by adopting RULER (Recognizing,
Understanding, Labeling, Expressing, and
Regulating) to regulate children’s emotion. I
also allowed children to attempt failures to
make sure they gained problem-solving
abilities. In addition, I have now designed
age-appropriate activities and lessons based
on children’s developmental stages, for
example, not using thin drawing equipment
for children who’s motor skills are not fully
developed.

Reviewing last school year, I was able to
apply what I had learnt from the MEd
program me on my work. I am glad to notice
that children in my class have made a great
progress in becoming more independent
learner.
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CHOI, Ying Ying Crystal
Graduate of Master of Education

Student Counselor at Tin Shui
Wai Methodist Primary School

Area of Focus: Business Education and Human Resources Development
When I completed my bachelor degree in
psychology, I found myself interested in
discovering methods to improve children’s
academic performance and promote their
positive mental health in schools.
Therefore, I applied to EdUHK to pursue
the Master of Education. During my study,
I had chances to discuss the needs of
children with different family backgrounds
in Hong Kong. It enhanced my interest to
work in the school setting and interact with
different children.
After finishing my master’s degree, I
developed a strong passion to work in the
school setting. And now, as a Student
Counselor in a Primary school, I can truly
apply the techniques I learnt from EdUHK for
improving the learning and social skills of
students by engaging them in different
activities. Primary students are cute and pure,
but it is more difficult for them to control
emotions and body expression when
compared with adults. For some students with
special education needs (SEN), classroom
observation or individual support are needed.

Through regular interaction with these students, the symptoms of their learning
disorders' can be alleviated. In the primary school, I gained a lot of chances to
interact with children of different ages. I appreciated that the teachers and social
workers were willing to give me a lot of opportunities to deal with different
students. I feel lucky to have the opportunity to study at EdUHK, which helped
me to develop a clear path towards a fruitful and meaningful life.
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Benefits for your writing-Grammarly

The Graduate School would like to offer a new
service “Grammarly Premium” subscribed for
our RPg and EdD students to improve their
academic writing. As you may have noticed that
Grammarly free offering equips you to spot and
fix misspelled words, imperfect grammar, and
punctuation mistakes, Grammarly Premium does
all that and a whole lot more—taking your
writing from good to great. Some key features
are highlighted here for your reference later. For
example, Grammarly Premium can suggest
restructuring lengthy sentences to make them
more understandable. It can also help you tone
adjustment suggestions that appeared as purple
underlines, which guide you to find a more polite
option in place of something that might seem
unappropriated in your writing. The GS is
expecting that our research students can make
good use of this Grammarly Premium for the
writing improvement.
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