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This is the �fth consecutive year in which the Institute has 
hosted the event. In the last four years, more than 600 
postgraduate students participated, with over 240 presenting 
papers in the research conference. Participants from 
Germany, India, Japan, Korea, South Africa, Taiwan, and 
mainland China attended the event this year, with over 200 
submitting abstracts for presentation. The year-on-year 
increase in participants suggests that the Institute has taken 
a giant step in facilitating postgraduate students’ research 
activities and further cultivating a research environment for 
them.

 
The main focus of IPRCSS 2015 was on managing research 
and academic writing. During the three-day Summer School, 
keynote speeches were delivered by distinguished scholars 
including Professor Dr Michael Ahlers from Leuphana 
University in Germany, Professor Sue Star�eld from the 
University of New South Wales in Australia and Professor 
Wang Xiaoling from Shanghai International Studies University 
in China.

 

The Summer School also featured academic 
writing workshops, student sharing 
sessions on successful publication and four 
research conference streams, taking in the 
disciplines of Education, the Social Sciences, 
the Liberal Arts, and the Humanities. As a 
unique international conference for 
students, participants were invited to 
co-chair themed panels with local and 
overseas scholars. Many students rose to 
the challenge, very much appreciating this 
invaluable chance to assume a more active 
role in the conference.             
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Simple strategies for developing a research 
conceptual/theoretical framework  

Can we possibly imagine a link between educational research and football? Yes, says Professor Liz JONES, who 
came from the well-known football city of Manchester to take up the post of Research Chair Professor of Early 
Childhood Education at IEd in April 2015. If we question our perspectives, deconstruct and reconstruct them, we 
can gain new, creative and unlikely insights. Reading through this interview in our Newsletter will o�er you some 
of these perspectives and insights. 

Her international academic road

Prior to joining the tertiary education sector, Professor JONES was a primary and nursery school teacher for over 
20 years. During such time, she did a Masters and a Doctoral degree in part-time mode at Manchester Metropolitan 
University (MMU) in United Kingdom. She was then o�ered to work as part-time research assistant at MMU while 
she was still working as part-time teacher in the kindergarten and studying for her PhD. Subsequently, after 
several years in tertiary education, she became a Professor of Early Childhood Education in MMU. Over more than 
25 years, she built a career at the Centre for the Cultural Studies of Children and Childhood and, internationally, 
as an editorial board member of some international journals.

Her research interests focus on post-structuralist theory; feminist theory; social constructions and deconstructions 
of 'the child' and ‘childhood’. This has evolved into the application of innovative methodologies and theories, such 
as actor network theory and post-humanism, to conduct international research. She believes that innovative 
ways of enquiry are possible through the discourse of “interrogation”, and she argues that we need to interrogate 
the ideas that have been regarded as founding principles of research which have evolved from the Enlightenment 
project. What do we mean, for example, in early years education, when we talk about making things “better” in 
children’s lives? She thinks that “by using a di�erent or innovative theoretical frame, such as post-structuralist 
theory, one can draw di�erent understandings and appreciations” in seeking to answer that question. And that 
will help your research and  help you to get published. Professor JONES is convinced of the need for educational 
researchers to publish their work: publishing is one of the most e�ective ways to examine and actualize your own 
research and is a “signi�cant way to get known internationally”.
         

More than 250 scholars and postgraduate students from Hong Kong and overseas gathered on 2 July 2015 at 
The Hong Kong Institute of Education (HKIEd) for the opening of the three-day “International Postgraduate 
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National Taiwan Normal University and Zhejing Normal University.

This is the �fth consecutive year in which the Institute has 
hosted the event. In the last four years, more than 600 
postgraduate students participated, with over 240 presenting 
papers in the research conference. Participants from 
Germany, India, Japan, Korea, South Africa, Taiwan, and 
mainland China attended the event this year, with over 200 
submitting abstracts for presentation. The year-on-year 
increase in participants suggests that the Institute has taken 
a giant step in facilitating postgraduate students’ research 
activities and further cultivating a research environment for 
them.

 
The main focus of IPRCSS 2015 was on managing research 
and academic writing. During the three-day Summer School, 
keynote speeches were delivered by distinguished scholars 
including Professor Dr Michael Ahlers from Leuphana 
University in Germany, Professor Sue Star�eld from the 
University of New South Wales in Australia and Professor 
Wang Xiaoling from Shanghai International Studies University 
in China.

 

The Summer School also featured academic 
writing workshops, student sharing 
sessions on successful publication and four 
research conference streams, taking in the 
disciplines of Education, the Social Sciences, 
the Liberal Arts, and the Humanities. As a 
unique international conference for 
students, participants were invited to 
co-chair themed panels with local and 
overseas scholars. Many students rose to 
the challenge, very much appreciating this 
invaluable chance to assume a more active 
role in the conference.             

Professor JONES, Elizabeth Mary
By Eddy CHUNG (EdD student)
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A University needs a critical base

Our institute is involved in a critical and challenging process 
of becoming a university. Professor JONES mentioned how 
glad she was to hear and share the recent news that our 
institute is ranked 15th in the world in Education and that 
it has a very good reputation in the �eld. As a Research 
Chair Professor in HKIEd, she believes her role is to “support 
colleagues to develop a critical base where more 
colleagues will be encouraged to publish” as well as 
“getting involved in PhD and EdD supervision”. She wants 
to encourage our Master students to continue their studies 
further to a doctoral level as a strategic and alternate way 
to develop a critical base, both within and outside the 
Institute. This will help our institution widen its reputation. 
She stressed that “it is a question of building on that 
reputation”. 

Advice for e�ective supervisory relationships
 
Is there a di�erence between the approaches of graduate 
students from Asia and the West? Professor Jones thinks 
that within the study environment, “Perhaps, the di�erence 
is not really much about nationality but sometimes it is 
much more a fear of getting the words wrong or saying 
the wrong thing.” It is essential to create a good research 
community and safe environment where students are 
allowed to express research ideas and transform them 
through writing as well as get critiques and encouragement. 
Whatever their languages or culture, a good research 
culture really does matter. Henceforth, she encourages 
students to join workshops and seminars where they can 
bring their questions, discuss and share ideas, have 
opportunities to write and get advice and encouragement.

Professor JONES thinks “students anywhere (can) su�er 
from a kind of binary between the teachers and the 
students”,  that students expect passively to get knowledge 
from the teachers while teachers expect them to be more 
proactive in their own learning. JONES says, “My role as teacher is trying to get student engaged … they have their 
particular knowledge and skills and I am trying to use and extend that knowledge”. In this connection, supervisors 
should convey their expectations beforehand, and encourage students by allowing them time to read, write and 
attend tutorials regularly. Students, on the other hand, need to be creative and adventurous when researching 
theoretical and conceptual tools. They should be brave and proactive in their reading and aim to develop their own 
critiques and analyses which “unpack their everyday familiarity”.
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Germany, India, Japan, Korea, South Africa, Taiwan, and 
mainland China attended the event this year, with over 200 
submitting abstracts for presentation. The year-on-year 
increase in participants suggests that the Institute has taken 
a giant step in facilitating postgraduate students’ research 
activities and further cultivating a research environment for 
them.

 
The main focus of IPRCSS 2015 was on managing research 
and academic writing. During the three-day Summer School, 
keynote speeches were delivered by distinguished scholars 
including Professor Dr Michael Ahlers from Leuphana 
University in Germany, Professor Sue Star�eld from the 
University of New South Wales in Australia and Professor 
Wang Xiaoling from Shanghai International Studies University 
in China.

 

The Summer School also featured academic 
writing workshops, student sharing 
sessions on successful publication and four 
research conference streams, taking in the 
disciplines of Education, the Social Sciences, 
the Liberal Arts, and the Humanities. As a 
unique international conference for 
students, participants were invited to 
co-chair themed panels with local and 
overseas scholars. Many students rose to 
the challenge, very much appreciating this 
invaluable chance to assume a more active 
role in the conference.             
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The imaginative link between “football” and “research”

Coming from Manchester, Professor JONES knows that it is di�cult to forecast the result of a football match. But, 
like a good educational researcher, a football team still need to thoroughly understand itself and the strengths 
and weaknesses of the opposite team. The subject needs to be studied and “interrogated”. As Professor JONES 
sees it, the strategy for a researcher is simple: understand your exploration subject, read a wide range of journals 
and articles, know your aims and develop your research questions. But like a successful football team, you need 
to go one step further: “interrogate your  question …think about what is the best lens (theoretical perspectives) 
or the best frame (conceptual frameworks) with which to explore and criticise those questions”.  Like a football 
manager, you cannot predict the result, but you do know that you are fully prepared.

Professor JONES’ suggestions for early career researchers: 

 - Think of research as a way to bring about change, no matter how small or great. 
 - Be passionate about what you are doing. That will give you motivation and momentum.
 - Be prepared to make sacri�ces of time and energy. As football coaches say: “No pain no gain”. More than 250 scholars and postgraduate students from Hong Kong and overseas gathered on 2 July 2015 at 
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To enhance students’ research skills and academic writing skills, “Statistical Consulting Services for RPg and EdD 
students” and the “Programmes of Developing Academic Writing Skills for Postgraduate Students” were organised 
every semester and positive feedbacks were received from the participants.

To provide more diversi�ed academic writing supports for students with di�erent backgrounds, “CorrectEnglish 
Writing Programme” was launched during Semester 2 of 2014/15. This programme aimed to better support the                       
graduate students for developing their English pro�ciency by means of both self-learning and face-to-face learning. 
    
The Graduate School (GS) strives to provide more comprehensive supports to postgraduate students. Please keep 
close to the GS website for more up-to-date     

GS Supports to Postgraduate Students

 

 Small class, su�cient interaction, latest technology information

 

 Provide substantive introduction and rich materials of academic writing.

 

 

Ms Qiu was very helpful. She could explain 
concepts clearly and suggest appropriate 
methods according to the level of the 
student.

 

 Instructor  was patience and positive attitudes

SU Yan (EdD Student)

CHING Ngai Ying (PhD Student)

LIU Chen Wei (PhD Student)

ZHENG Qun (EdD Student)
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International Postgraduate Research Conference 
                                                                      and Summer School 2015

This conference is supported by the Postgraduate Students 
Conference / Seminar Grant of the Research Grants Council, 
Hong Kong

Professor LUI, Tai Lok

Professor Dr Michael AHLERS
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Professor LO, Sing Kai chaired the student sharing session

Advisory and Organising Committees of 
IPRCSS 2015

Students awarded the Certi�cate of 
Presentations P.6
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The Graduate School has been conducting thesis supervision workshops/seminars for academic sta� mem
bers who are new or potential supervisors of Professional Doctorate (Doctor of Education, EdD) and 
Research Postgraduate (RPg) students.  EdD and RPg students are also welcome to attend the workshop/ 
seminars as it would be very helpful to them if they have better understanding about the critical elements 
of e�ective relationship with supervisors.

A seminar was conducted in March 2015.  The speaker was Professor Rhonda Oliver, Director of Research in 
the School of Education, Curtin University, Perth, Western Australia. Over the years, she has supervised more 
than 50 higher degree by research students and received awards related to outstanding performance in 
postgraduate supervision and research leadership.  The title of the seminar was “E�ective Postgraduate 
Supervision”. 

At the beginning of her speech, Professor Oliver highlighted the importance of having e�ective relationship 
between supervisors and post-graduate students for thesis completion and future career development.  
She encouraged supervisors to be honest at the very early stage of the supervision process if the thesis 
topics are outside the area of their expertise. For the main part of her sharing, she addressed the supervisors’ 
11 tasks for e�ective thesis supervision:

1. Supervision is a partnership relationship in which clear roles of each party should be given at the 
              �rst few meetings;

2. Know your students and it is vital to understand the students’ aspirations and �nd e�ective ways to 
              monitor the quality of thesis work;

3. Give very clear and realistic expectations and also meeting schedules should be planned in 
              advance;

4. Complete the planning work with the students especially the timeframe of thesis completion;
5. Encourage the students to have frequent writing up work and provide timely and helpful 
              feedback;

6. Stay in touch with the students and keep a record of each student’s progress;

7. Get the students involved in various academic and social activities;

8. Motivate the students to have publications and conference presentations;

9. Render support and care particularly when the students are having personal problems;

10. Facilitate the students to understand their strengths for future career development; 

11. Support the students for thesis submission and examination with clear guidance.

In the Q&A session, the audience asked some questions like how to motivate students and how to handle 
di�cult students. Professor Oliver replied that the most e�ective way in motivating students was to 
enhance the students’ self-con�dence and their abilities of doing good work for the �eld that they have 
chosen.  For the question about how to manage di�cult students, she advised the supervisors to try e�ort 
to like the students and also always focus on the thesis tasks.  This seminar was concluded with positive 
feedback from the audience.

Remark: 
Professor Rhonda Oliver suggested the audience to read the work by Richard James and Gabrielle Baldwin, 
“Eleven practices of e�ective post-graduate supervisors”, Centre for the Study of Higher Education and The 
School of Graduate Studies, The University of Melbourne. 
http://www.cshe.unimelb.edu.au/resources_teach/teaching_in_practice/docs/11practices.pdf

Research Supervision Workshop
by Dr LI, Ping-ying Eria, Senior Academic Consultant, Graduate School
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More than 30 academics and research students participated in the seminar.
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Hiroshima University, Nagoya University, Gyeongin National University of Education, Shanghai International 
Studies University, Hangzhou Normal University, Nanjing Normal University, South China Normal University, 
National Taiwan Normal University and Zhejing Normal University.

This is the �fth consecutive year in which the Institute has 
hosted the event. In the last four years, more than 600 
postgraduate students participated, with over 240 presenting 
papers in the research conference. Participants from 
Germany, India, Japan, Korea, South Africa, Taiwan, and 
mainland China attended the event this year, with over 200 
submitting abstracts for presentation. The year-on-year 
increase in participants suggests that the Institute has taken 
a giant step in facilitating postgraduate students’ research 
activities and further cultivating a research environment for 
them.

 
The main focus of IPRCSS 2015 was on managing research 
and academic writing. During the three-day Summer School, 
keynote speeches were delivered by distinguished scholars 
including Professor Dr Michael Ahlers from Leuphana 
University in Germany, Professor Sue Star�eld from the 
University of New South Wales in Australia and Professor 
Wang Xiaoling from Shanghai International Studies University 
in China.

 

The Summer School also featured academic 
writing workshops, student sharing 
sessions on successful publication and four 
research conference streams, taking in the 
disciplines of Education, the Social Sciences, 
the Liberal Arts, and the Humanities. As a 
unique international conference for 
students, participants were invited to 
co-chair themed panels with local and 
overseas scholars. Many students rose to 
the challenge, very much appreciating this 
invaluable chance to assume a more active 
role in the conference.             

During the academic visit to the universities in Germany 
and awarded the Certi�cate of Presentations, I shared 
my study with experienced scholars and research 
students. I have collected valuable comments and 
suggestions from them, which are bene�cial to re�ning 
my study. What is more, my knowledge and understanding 
of academic arguments in writing scienti�c papers has 
also been developed and expanded.

Outreaching - International Outreach Study Programme 

YU Aihui – EdD Student

From 16 – 20/4/2015, 14 Research Postgraduate Programmes (RPg) and Doctor of Education (EdD) students 
engaged in the scholarly exchange activities and Academic Writing Workshops in three universities of Germany 
and C through the International Outreach Study Programme (IOSP) – Technical University Munich (TUM), Leuphana 
University Luneburg (LU) and Coventry University (CU). 
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University in Germany, Professor Sue Star�eld from the 
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The Summer School also featured academic 
writing workshops, student sharing 
sessions on successful publication and four 
research conference streams, taking in the 
disciplines of Education, the Social Sciences, 
the Liberal Arts, and the Humanities. As a 
unique international conference for 
students, participants were invited to 
co-chair themed panels with local and 
overseas scholars. Many students rose to 
the challenge, very much appreciating this 
invaluable chance to assume a more active 
role in the conference.             

I was fortunate to join the International Outreach Study Programme to Russia this year. During the trip, we visited 
the Faculty of Sociology of Moscow State University and Sholokhov Moscow State University for the Humanities in 
Moscow and Saint Petersburg State University of Economics in Saint Petersburg. 

We gained many insights through engaging in various intellectual and cultural exchange activities, including 
academic communication with local RPg students and scholars (eg: presentation, campus tour et al), sightseeing as well 
as cultural visits. By visiting these renowned universities and historical sites, we could broaden our international 
perspectives; enrich our experiences of di�erent teaching models, and get a deeper understanding of di�erent 
cultural traditions and life philosophies. The shared experiences from this trip also enhanced the friendship 
between the participants.

Sincerely thanks to Graduate School for providing such wonderful opportunity! The Russia tour was indeed a 
memorable experience in my life.

I am so blessed to have had this opportunity to participate 
in the International Outreach Study Programme (IOSP) 
2015, Japan and Korea. This outreach motivates me in 
pursuing study with cultural concerns. The social 
relationship also consolidates my learning engagement 
as I am deeply touched by the Japanese and Korean 
scholar’s research enthusiasm. Bravo! Publication is a 
“MUST” to my future academic success.

DU Junge – PhD Student

NG Yuet Ming – EdD Student

In June 2015, students visited the Gyeongin National 
University of Education in Korea, Nagoya University and 
Hiroshima University in Japan. They engaged in various 
intellectual and cultural exchange activities in the IOSP, 
including tours, cultural visits, and academic sharing with 
international postgraduate students. By visiting renowned 
regional and international universities, postgraduate students 
actively involved in global engagement and developed further 
postgraduate research networks.
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Owing to the enthusiastic response after recruitment talk in April 2015, we are more than happy to invite 
Ms. Maria Lee (Vice Chairperson) and Ms. Winnie Yip (Director of Operations) of Teach Unlimited Foundation 
(TUF) to share more about their organisation history, the uniqueness of their programme as well as the potent 
supports for the programme mentors to develop their careers.   

From Policy Advocacy to Education in-practice 
TUF was started by a group of concerned parents who aimed to make constructive contributions to education 
policies and practices in HK. Collecting opinions from academia and parents over years, the group realised the 
critical need of inspirational teachers in helping educationally disadvantaged students to build up their 
self-e�cacy in learning. TUF is thus established in 2009 to “walk the talk” by initiating the Mentoring 
Programme. 

The Solely but Diversi�ed Programme
The Mentoring Programme is a 2-year school-based programme to provide e�ective teaching supports for 
schools serving disadvantaged communities (with >30% students receiving government �nancial aids). Two 
programme mentors are assigned to each school and tailor suitable activities for students. Without formal 
teaching and administrative duties, the mentors can focus more on organising various events (from in-class 
English oral classes, after-school drama & public speaking trainings, to board games or ball games) to engage 
students-in-need. With the passionate and inspirational mentors acting as role models and soul-mates, the 
students can increase their self-e�cacy in learning (both academically and non-academically) as well as 
develop their positive attitude towards themselves and community. 

Learn by Doing, Gain by Sharing
Another key mission of TUF is to nurture young education enthusiasts develop their teaching and leadership 
expertise, can be achieved in three ways: (1) With high autonomy for designing activities, mentors accumulate 
their experience through daily practices. (2) Regular meetings are conducted with school teachers and TUF 
professionals for advice-seeking. (3) Successful stories or lesson learnt are shared among all the mentors in 
monthly gatherings. These supports help the mentors overcome their problems so that the programme is 
bene�cial to both the mentors and the mentees.

More about TUF
If you would like to know more about TUF and their up-to-date news, 
please visit their website: http://www.teachunlimited.org/en 

Interview with Teach Unlimited Foundation (TUF)
 by YEUNG Siu Kit Dennis (MPhil Student)
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In Semester 2 of 2014-15, 17 EdD students 
submitted their thesis proposals as well as 
conducted the presentations. We are eager to 
witness all their hard work to be converted 
into the fruitful achievements. More EdD 
students are getting ready to present their 
thesis proposals in the coming semester. 
Please keep track with the presentation 
schedule on Graduate School Website.

Update on Doctor of Education and 
Research Postgraduate Programmes
Doctor of Education (EdD) 

Name Research Topic 
CHAN Po Chi Cecilia Retirement planning, transition and life satisfaction: A qualitative study of male 

retirees in Hong Kong 
CHEN Wenhui English language writing in mobile-enhanced learning environments (MELE): A 

case study of a Chinese vocational college 
CHUNG Yan Yi An investigation of higher education institution's knowledge transfer strategies–A 

comparative study of three institutions in Hong Kong 
HUNG Kwong Yin 
Brian 

Developing and implementing a film course to promote gratitude among secondary 
school students: An action research 

JIANG Hao The effect of structured exercise as a treatment to improve the psychmotor speed in 
older adults with mild cognitive impairment 

KWAN Wai Wing Eric Identify the Core Competencies Scale (CCS) for the Vocational Education and 
Training (VET) in Hong Kong with specific in the Electrical and Mechanical 
(E&M) industry 

KWOK Wai Ying Exploration of pedagogical use of social learning platform and word processing 
productivity tool in the tasks if peer-assessment and self-editing in elementary 
English classrooms for enhancing accuracy and expression in English writings 
among learners 

LAU Kam Sun Development of conceptual understanding and procedural knowledge of students 
in primary school in learning Mathematics through inquiry based learning 
scaffolded by cognitive tools 

LEE Yu Kiu Cultivating critical thinking in primary music education in Hong Kong 
LIU Xiaolei Effects of health Qigong as the adjunctive therapy and prevention on Parkinson 

disease 
SU Yan Can we nurture affective responses to students during music listening? 
WANG Xinxin East meets west: A multiple-case study of Western-style, play-based early learning 

center in China 
WONG Shek Nin 
Luckner 

The effectiveness of using an Open Source Digital Platform for practical work in 
senior Secondary Science Education 

WU Jianming Investigating the relationship between foreign language anxiety and English 
achievements among fifth graders in Hong Kong and Shenzhen 

YIP Ka Wai Identifying the critical features of postsecondary business ethics courses in HK 
YU Aihui Exploring Chinese English: Language, culture, meaning, and conceptualisation - A 

study of “Chineseness” in Chinese English literature from the perspectives of 
Sociolinguistics and Cultural Linguistics 

ZHAO Mengxian The effects of Physical Activity Program on social interaction and communication 
skills for children with Autism Spectrum Disorder 
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In Semester 2 of 2014/15, four RPg students 
conducted their qualifying presentations. Upon the 
con�rmation of their candidatures, they are eligible 
to apply for �nancial support for their research and 
attending conferences. More qualifying presentation 
will be held in the coming months. We welcome you all 
to participate in these presentations and learn from 
each other.

research postgraduate programmes (RPg)

Awards
The Postgraduate Students Publication Awards Scheme is designed to encourage postgraduate students to 
produce quality research outputs in the form of journal articles.

In the academic year of 2014-15, 9 students received awards:
- Ms TANG, Xiaobing
- Mr Jin, Kuan-Yu
- Mr AN, Min Andy
- Ms XIE, Qing
- Ms LIU, Li
- Mr THO, Siew Wei
- Ms LI, Li Juan
- Ms XIONG, XiBei
- MS WONG, Koon Lin

We congratulate these students for receiving the awards with 
their endeavors in research and journal publication.

We look forward to your participation! For detailed guidelines 
of the scheme and application procedures, please refer to the Graduate School website.

Name Research Topic 

ABENOJA, Zarina 

Marie Krystle M. 

An ethnography: Motivating ESL learners through drama education in Hong Kong 

LAW Pui Sze 

Queenie 

Enhancing undergraduate students’ self-efficacy and engagement in learning English 

through participation in a collaborative learning programme  

LEE Yat Hong 陳維崧詩詞文本內證 

WONG Wik Ki Teaching students with Autism Spectrum Disorder: Teacher stress and psychological 

well-being 
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The EdD Progarmme has been running for 7 years, a signi�cant number of students have successfully gone 
through the Viva Examination process and eventually awarded with a doctoral degree in recent years. In 
2014/15, an External Review Panel has been appointed for a comprehensive review on the Programme so as 
to ensure the overall programme performance is comparable to international standards and this exercise 
focused on the review of the standard, implementation, and management of the Programme. As such, this 
Initial Periodic Programme Review was conducted to ascertain:

- Whether the programme has been operated successfully;

- Whether the comments raised in the annual programme reports, and by di�erent stakeholders have 
   been addressed and followed-through in the actual implementation of the programme;

- Whether the standard has been attained and recognised by other parties, such as comparable universities 
   o�ering the same programme;

- Whether the programme has met its aims and objectives;

- The extent to which the previously expressed aspirations and ambitions have been met; and

- The extent to which the IEd has provided an environment in facilitating the on-going development 
   of the programme.

A reflection from the EdD Programme Director 
- Professor LAM, Tak Ming Lawrence

It is a bit cliché to say time �ies. However, it is really 
my true feeling as I have been asked to pen this 
re�ection for the Newsletter. It is nearly a year 
since I have taken up the role, at the kind invitation 
of the Dean of Graduate School, as the EdD 
Programme Director. I must say that it has been an 
exciting but also challenging 11 months since 
taking o�ce, although I was previously involved in 
one of specialisation areas as the coordinator in 
2013. As the saying goes: ”One cannot see the 
forest for the trees”, you can only appreciate the 
view or the full picture when you stand back and 
look further. In looking back over the past 11 
months, there is a lot that I am thankful for. I am 
thankful for the on-going support of the Dean (GS) and the Graduate School o�ce who made me feel 
welcome. I am also very thankful for a dedicated and very hardworking team (hey, guys I am not going to 
name all members, but you know who you are past and present included). I hope that I am not driving you 
crazy. I am also thankful for the Programme Committee members who are so committed to making the 
programme work and keep improving. I would also like to express my gratitude to all Area Coordinators who 
have been working hard with me in ensuring students in their areas are well-looked after, though we have 
to admit that it is not an easy task. Last but not least, I have to thank students of the programme and those 
I have shared a moment with. We all know that studying is not easy, studying for a doctoral is hard, and studying 
for a doctoral degree as a part-time student with a full-time job (and also a family) is nearly impossible. There 
could be so many ups and downs on the way, but I have seen so many of you who have battled and 
overcome your di�culties yet persist on. I take my hat o� to all of you, and I wish you the very best in the 
coming academic year. 

Doctor of Education (EdD) Programme Review
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St�� Sh���n�

After ten years engaging in the subdegree sector, joining Graduate School and serving postgraduate sector is 
de�nitely a turning point for my career development. Everything is new to me: the globalised postgraduate 
education system, the stringent research policies, the diverse genres of students and their expectation, the 
robust governing rules and regulations, and the e�ective network with local and non-local providers, etc. I am 
most interested in the mobility of people, knowledge and cultures. More importantly, this provides me with an 
opportunity to witness how higher education and research contribute to and in�uence the development of 
human capacity. This surely is amazing!

LEE, Shuk Kuen Vienna

Sharing Corner

Hong Kong – Back to School Again         by TANG Xiaoyan, MEd(SH) 2015 cohort student

It has been more than ten years that I have finished my university studies. Now, I am back to school again 
as a student - a HKIEd Master of Education (Shanghai) student!  I am excited to learn more about the development 
of education at HKIEd, an institution which is ranked 3rd in Asia in Education, in the coming weeks July and 
August.

We already have a very first impression on the Institute since we arrived HKIEd on the first day. We attended 
the opening ceremony of The International Postgraduate Research Conference and Summer School. 
Students from Greater China and overseas came together to share their research ideas with each other, and 
learn from the international distinguished scholars their advanced research skills and abilities. Here, we 
have a lot of chances to be exposed to international settings and to enhance our knowledge from different 
perspectives. 

We will attend eight courses this summer. The lecturers here are very knowledgeable and passionate in 
sharing with us the local education issues. They are also humorous in the sense that they presented the 
theories in an interesting and memorable way. Together with other 57 classmates from Shanghai Education 
field, I love the positive learning environment cultivated by the lecturers in class. Though it has only been a 
short time since programme commencement, I have already had wonderful time learning at HKIEd!

I would like to take every opportunity to expose myself to the new environment and to explore Hong Kong 
culture. During my stay in Hong Kong, I have tried much tasty food such as barbecue pork, seafood and dessert, 
travelled to many beautiful places like Sai Kung and Lamma Island, and what’s more, I have also experienced 
both good weather with blue skies and even Typhoon no. 8! They will definitely be part of my sweet and 
unforgettable memories learning at HKIEd!

S�u��n� Sh���n�

P.15




