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Abstract: The United Kingdom, the United States and Japan, as the leaders of t online course in open education,
provides the rest of the world with valuable experiences for the development of open education. The Open University in
Britain is particularly prominent in open field of education, the whole course design is learner-centered, providing
high-quality teaching resources and sound learning support. Besides, a variety of learning activities have been
effectively carried out based on emerging learning technologies. These courses meet the needs of learners in open
system, and help them learn more effectively. This study selects the online courses in the Open University, trying to
study the course design, especially the design and types of learning activities. This study analyzes the course from
multiple dimensions, including the course structure, the basic information (title, length, target, content and form,
chapter/course summary, test, feedback and so on. On the basis of the course content and characteristics, this study
further analyzes the activity types of those courses according to Gagne's theory of instructional design. As shown by the
research results, there is an internal connection between course activity types and teaching events. This research
provides a reference to the design and implementation of online teaching activities in the open learning environment.
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