EXAMPLES OF TITLE IV-E LEARNING ACTIVITIES
Students who are participating in the Title IV-E Child Welfare Training Program may utilize the BASW Learning Contract.  Examples of Title IV-E Learning Activities are provided to assist in creating an individualized Learning Contract and experience for the students who are interns at a child protective service agency.

Introduction to the Agency
   Learning Activity Examples:
1.
Read the Title IV-E Competencies and review them and discuss how to incorporate in the Learning Contract with your field instructor.  

2.
Student completes the Title IV-E Addendum to Learning Contract.

3.
Read agency Policy and Procedures manual which describes mission and history of agency.

4.
Interview agency director to discuss agency’s policies and procedures.

5.
Learn where the Division 31 Child Welfare Services Manuals are kept in your agency, and review with your supervisor.

6.
Find out what the agency policy is regarding worker safety.  For example:

Before leaving the office
____ Cell phone provided

____ Agency vehicle provided
____ Dogs

____ Observing the neighborhood surroundings

____ Entering and exiting residence

____ Drug labs

____ Guns

____ Pest infestation

____ Assessing a physical threat

____ Discuss with your supervisor any concerns you may have about your personal safety on the job and how to ameliorate your anxieties.
____ Discuss with your supervisor work related stress factors including secondary traumatic stress and self-care and other strategies to reduce their effects.
____ Identify at least one strategy for self-care that you will use.
7.
Meet with individual program managers, or staff analysts to gather information about each service and policies that may be offered in the agency such as:
· safe measures

· emergency response
· court
· family reunification
· permanency planning
· adoption

· team decision making
· ILP (Independent Living Programs)
· ICWA (Indian Child Welfare Act)
· Structured Decision Making

· MEPA (Multi Ethnic Placement Act)
Legal and Court Issues
Learning Activity Examples:
1.  Review a minimum of five court reports developed by different social workers; i.e., detention, jurisdictional, dispositional, status review, and “26”.

2.  Identify and discuss the components of a court report and/or assessment with field instructor during supervision.

Suggested other activities:

·    Print out a blank CWS/CMS court report outline.  Go over each section with your supervisor to understand what information you will need to report.

3.
Review agency guidelines regarding documentation standards and discuss with field instructor and do the following activities:

· Accompany an experienced worker on a home visit.  Complete a written narrative of this visit, covering all required information written in the format the agency uses.  Transfer this to CWS/CMS.

4.
Write a sample or mock court report on an existing client to discuss with field instructor during supervision.

5.
Write up three court reports on individual clients by and discuss each one with field instructor.

· Students can do mock assessments and court reports if agencies are unable to provide actual agency clients.
· See Legal and Court Issues.
Emergency Response
   Learning Activity Examples:

1.  Accompany an experienced worker on an initial interview of an emergency response investigation. Following the interview:

· Discuss your observations of the interview(s) with the work and/or your supervisor.

· 
Share your perceptions of how the various family members might have been feeling during the interview.
· Share your personal feelings and reactions, and how they could potentially affect your perceptions and decisions.

· Fill out your own (mock) forms the agency uses when assessing risk; go over them with the worker, and/or supervisor.
Sexual Abuse

   Learning Activity Examples:

1.
Discuss with your supervisor or a co-worker how case of sexual abuse are handled in this county.  Find out what special measures, if any, are taken during the sexual abuse investigation, such as forensic interviewing, special sex abuse unit, etc.

2.
Shadow an experienced worker on a child sexual abuse investigation, accompany a worker in the sex abuse unit, discuss a sexual abuse case with your supervisor, or read a case of child sexual abuse if there is no case to investigate.  During and after this experience:

· Write down your reactions to the case.
· Select some personal feelings and reactions to share with your supervisor.
· Discuss your observations of the interview(s) with the worker and/or your supervisor.
· Share your perceptions of how the various family members might have been feeling during the initial interview.
· Fill out the forms the agency uses when assessing risk; go over them with the worker and/or supervisor.
· Discuss with your supervisor the ethical considerations in this case.
· Discuss with your supervisor the cultural considerations in this case.
· Observe a court proceeding.
· Observe half a day of shelter care, dependency or review proceedings.

· Choose one Dependency case and make a list of people who are “parties to the action”, entitled to notification of hearing.

· Interview an experienced social worker and document how they meet documentation requirements for court.

· Develop a field sheet checklist for the steps to identifying an Indian child as required by the Indian Child Welfare Act.

· Review a case file for compliance with county policy and clear writing.  Look for indications of neutrality and lack of bias or opinion.
3.
Engage in a discussion with the worker or your supervisor regarding the effects of sexual abuse on a child’s growth and development.
Domestic Violence

   Learning Activity Examples:

1.  Discuss with your supervisor or a co-worker how cases involving domestic violence are handled in this agency.  Go over the laws that pertain to domestic violence and child welfare interventions.
2.
Find out what special measures, if any, are taken during a domestic violence investigation, such as cooperation with law enforcement.

3.
Ask your supervisor for a case dealing with domestic violence for you to review.  Or if possible, accompany a worker on a visit.

Afterwards discuss the following:

· What were the reasons for the original referral?
· What factors in this case constituted child maltreatment?
· What current laws regarding domestic violence and child protective services intervention apply to this case.
· What behaviors did the child exhibit that indicated that the child was maltreated?
· How does this case present the effects of domestic violence on children?  Engage in a discussion regarding the effects of exposure to domestic violence on a child’s growth and development.
· How was each parent’s behavior abusive or neglectful?
· What family or other support did the family have?
· What interventions were used?
· What strengths did the family possess that could be cultivated?
· What role did culture play in this case?

4.   Make a list of at least three specific strategies for interviewing a victim of domestic violence.

Substance Abuse

   Examples of Learning Activities:

1.   Talk to an experienced worker about his/her work with substance abusing clients.  Have a discussion with the worker about what clues he/she uses to determine whether a client is under the influence of a substance.

2.
Accompany a worker on a home visit for a substance abuse case, or ask your supervisor for a case dealing with substance abuse that you can review.  Write down your responses to the following, and/or discuss them with your supervisor:

· What screening tools did the worker use to evaluate the current use of substances by members of this family?
· Identify the specific effects on this child’s development that the use of substances by this parent may have had.
· What services were the parent(s) referred to and which (if any) were used?

Macro Practice
Examples of Learning Activities:

1. Research the policies that directly pertain to the services being offered by the field agency and discuss with field instructor.
2. Interview the agency director and one program supervisor and discuss how policy impacts service delivery.

3. Identify at least one legislative bill that directly impacts the population being served by the field agency and discuss its implications for the population.

Research
   Examples of Learning Activities:
1.  Student will familiarize themselves with various websites and attempt to utilize information gathered to assist in informing their practice.  

  
Suggested Sites:
· CWS-CMS reports http://cssr.berkeley.edu/ucb%5Fchildwelfare/
· The California Evidence-Based Clearinghouse for Child Welfare http://www.cachildwelfareclearinghouse.org/
· Northern California Training Academy http://humanservices.ucdavis.edu/academy
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