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Towards a Unified Theory of 
Language Development: Weaving a 
Transdisciplinary Tapestry

As appl ied l inguis t ics  becomes increas ing ly  d iverse in  the top ics,  methods,  and 
theor ies wi th in  i ts  scope,  the f ie ld  has more potent ia l  than ever  to  reach a t ru ly  
ho l is t ic  and in tegrated understanding of  language development  and meaning-
making across the l i fespan.   Perhaps the greatest  chal lenge to  at ta in ing th is  goal  
is  the bui ld ing of  knowledge in  para l le l  across respect ive areas of  spec ia l izat ion 
wi thout  a  mechanism for  connect ing the par ts  to  form a whole.   As ind iv idual  
scholars ,  we have deep ins ight  in to  the components on which we focus.   As a f ie ld ,  
our  grasp of  how the components form a system is  on ly  beginning to  emerge.   
Bui ld ing upon work by the Douglas F i r  Group,  which proposes a t ransdisc ip l inary 
approach to  th ink ing about  the mul t id imensional  nature of  language development ,  I  
put  forward nexus analys is  as a usefu l  mechanism to expla in  connect ions among 
components of  the system.  Nexus analys is ,  or ig ina l ly  developed by Ron Scol lon 
and Suzie Wong Scol lon,  is  a  conceptual  or ientat ion that  is  spec i f ica l ly  des igned to  
ident i fy  and map connect ions.   I  present  the core e lements of  nexus analys is ,  
render ing them in  broad s t rokes,  wi th  a focus on how they might  serve genera l ly  as 
a way to  conceptual ize the processes through d i f ferent  d imensions of  language 
teaching and learn ing in tegrate.   I  pos i t  ways in  which nexus analys is ,  wi th  i ts  
emphasis  on soc ia l  act ion and the factors  that  mediate i t ,  can fac i l i ta te  l inks 
across cogni t ive and soc iocul tura l  perspect ives on language development .
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