
Abstract :
Integrat ing  interact ive  act iv i t ies  when teaching large  groups in  an onl ine
environment  often presents  a  chal lenge.  In  order  to  engage students ,  i t  i s
necessary  to  create  an interact ive  event  rather  than del iver  a  monologue l ike
a regular  lecture .  
Technology such as  Zoom can prov ide access  to  a  wonder  of  resources ,  tools ,
and apps at  the  touch of  a  f inger .  In  th is  exper ience-shar ing  sess ion,  I ’ l l  share
how I  des ign and fac i l i tate  engaging synchronous onl ine  sess ions.   We wi l l
explore  a  var iety  of  interact ive  act iv i t ies  and pract ica l  st rateg ies  for  mot iv ing
students  and d iscuss  how you can integrate  them into your  synchronous
onl ine  teaching.  Spec i f ica l ly ,  we wi l l  focus on engagement  boosters ,  s t i r rers ,
ass igning ro les  to  students ,  and emot ion checks.  Part ic ipants  wi l l  be  g iven the
opportunity  to  share  the i r  onl ine  teaching t ips ,  st rateg ies ,  and tr icks .  
When done r ight ,  these strateg ies  wi l l  not  only  get  your  students  to
part ic ipate  act ive ly  in  c lasses  onl ine  but  keep them coming back for  more.
 
B io :  Dr .  Lucas  Kohnke is  a  Teaching Fe l low at  the Engl ish  Language Centre ,
The Hong Kong Polytechnic  Univers i ty .  He is  the  co-subject  leader  for  the
genera l  EAP course  de l ivered to  around 3 ,000 students  and is  the  subject
leader  for  profess ional  Engl ish  courses  for  School  of  Des ign students .  Over
the past  15+  years ,  he  has  taught  and coordinated EAP,  ESP,  and genera l
Engl ish  courses  in  China,  Thai land,  South Korea,  Oman,  Afghanistan,  and
Hong Kong.  His  research interests  inc lude technology-supported teaching and
learning ,  profess ional  deve lopment  us ing  informat ion communicat ion
technolog ies ,  and EAP/ESP course  des ign.  
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