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All morning sessions: with bilingual subtitles.
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All afternoon sessions: There will be a 5-minute Q&A before the end. The presenters will
answer audience questions online.
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9:30 — 9:45
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Professor Kwok-Tung TSUI, Acting Dean, Faculty of Education and
Human Development

o MERTE AR 3R
Professor Kerry LEE, Head, Department of Early Childhood
Education

9:45 - 10:45
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Children of the Earth: Nurturing Connections with Nature in Urban
Settings

by Professor Julia TORQUATI
Professor, Department of Child, Youth and Family Studies, University
of Nebraska-Lincoln, USA

11:00 - 11:30
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Connecting Children with Nature: Multimodal Learning Experience

by # # {2 X Dr. Annie Xinyun HU

11:30 - 12:00
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Allowing Children to Explore the Sounds of the World

by Dr. Alfredo BAUTISTA
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Children of the Earth: Nurturing Connections with Nature

Professor,

and Family Studies,
University of Nebraska-

: ELP-= Lincoln
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Dr. Julia Torquati conducts research on the
influence of natural environments on
children's development - young children's
environmental moral reasoning and
sociomoral reasoning; the effectiveness of
nature walks (compared to urban walks) for
restoring children's executive functions; and
pre-service teachers' preparation for
working with infants, toddlers, and their
families. Recent research projects have
demonstrated cognitive benefits of nature
walks for restoring attention and spatial
working memory; differences in
nguroelectrical activity outdoors compared
A \ ’ to indoors; and attachment as a
< | » o predictor of college students'
o __# knowledge, attitudes, and skills
e & for working with infants,

0\ toddlers, and their families.
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Dr. Julia TORQUATI

Department of Child, Youth
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Nature-focused curriculum is a powerful tool for
supporting all domains of development and learning.
Teachers can support children's language, literacy,
mathematics, science, social and emotional
development, and aesthetics and creative expression
through engagement with nature. It can be challenging
for teachers to incorporate nature into curriculum in
urban areas, so this presentation will provide a
framework for finding and exploring nature in
ourselves and in the world around us. Who we are is
intertwined with where we are, and helping children to
explore themselves and their place in the world is the
foundation of this framework. Conference participants
will learn how to use a cycle of inquiry with children to
scaffold learning through key questions: What do our
bodies need to grow and be healthy? Where do the
things we use every day come from? With whom do we
share this place on the Earth?
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Conducted in English, with bilingual subtitles
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Dr. Annie Xinyun HU
HEAEL
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Dr. Hu teaches courses related to current curriculum issues
in ECE, early experience in Putonghua, the young children
in a technology world. Her research areas include STEM
ecology, play and digital play, teaching of Chinese language
for Non-Chinese speaking students, and teacher's
professional development.

Connecting Children with Nature:
Multimodal Learning Experience

The nature is an important learning environment for
early years development. Young children are happy to
explore and learn proactively in the interesting
natural world, but those living in cities are losing
touch with the nature. In the local context, the ECE
curriculum is heading in a new direction to engage
children with the nature. This seminar will present
the trajectory of integrating nature education into
local ECE teacher development, including strategies
for ECE teacher education programmes and school-
based teacher preparation. Furthermore, the seminar
will also share the experience of immersing children
in nature-based learning both indoor and outdoor,
and investigate the use of multimodal learning to
support young children in exploring the nature
elements in the community proactively.
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Conducted in Cantonese,
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Dr. Alfredo BAUTISTA Dr. Bautista AR Z BRI BBFERERET » ERERIER
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' | Dr. Bautista teaches courses related to curriculum design,
¢ aesthetics and creative expression, and play in ECE
settings. His research focuses on teaching practices and

teacher professional development, with special emphasis
on music and the arts.

Associate Professor gl 2%

Allowing Children to !, /
Explore the Sounds of the World i o

Sound exploration and creation activities have enormous /1 - —

potential to engage young children in inquiry-based learning. -

Indeed, children enjoy discovering the possibilities and 1' /

expressive qualities of the physical and natural world

around them. It is therefore essential to provide g/‘ , .

children with opportunities to discover, investigate 7 —~

and play with sound. Hands on activities involving
bodily sounds (e.g., vocal, body percussion),
sounds produced by everyday and
familiar man-made objects,
sounds of nature, animal sounds,
or sounds of music instruments
are extremely valuable as tools to
nurture children’s inquisitive and curious
minds. In this session, the presenter will
recommend ways for Hong Kong early
childhood educators to incorporate sound
exploration and creation activities in their
teaching. The audience will be encouraged to
discuss how these pedagogical strategies can
be used to strengthen children’s holistic
development within the local context.
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