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Dear friends,

Department of Early Childhood Education, EAUHK
Conference for Research in Early Childhood Education 2020

Invitation to present in the Seminars, the Workshops, and the Poster Session

Early childhood education builds the foundation for nearly all aspects of learning. In 2015, the
Committee on Free Kindergarten Education emphasized in their report that the objective of
kindergarten education is “to lay the foundation of lifelong learning by fostering in children an
inquisitive mind, an interest in learning and exploration”. Also, in 2017, the Education Bureau
highlighted in the new Kindergarten Education Curriculum Guide that kindergarten curriculum
should provide real-life, sensory, and interesting learning experiences, educating children toward
a comprehensive and balanced development.

How can schools provide real-life experiences that encourage children’s exploration and learning?
To exchange knowledge with schools and teachers on this issue, the Department of Early Childhood
Education of The Education University of Hong Kong (EAUHK) will host the 6th Conference for
Research in Early Childhood Education on 16 May 2020 (Saturday). The theme of the conference is
Nurturing Young Inquisitive Minds: Learning from Nature and Living. The conference will
provide an interactive platform for educators, academics, practitioners, and professionals in early
childhood settings to share their experiences of teaching and learning. We welcome schools to deliver
short talks, interactive sharing, and poster presentations, showcasing their strategies that help children
explore freely in their environments, such as natural and real-life scenarios, and initiatives that nurture
in children an inquisitive mind and an interest in learning.

Please find enclosed the conference poster, and a briefing note about the Seminars, the Workshops,
and the Poster Session. If you are interested in presenting your work in the conference, please
complete the designated online form (www.eduhk.hk/ece) by 28 February 2020. For enquiries,
please contact Ms Gigi Cheng at 2948 8110, or gkccheng@eduhk.hk. The conference rundown and
registration details will be released later.

Best regards,

Professor Kerry Lee

Head

Department of Early Childhood Education
The Education University of Hong Kong



Objective

Department of Early Childhood Education, EAUHK

Conference for Research in Early Childhood Education 2020

An Overview of the Seminars, the Workshops, and Poster Session

To provide a platform for preschool teachers and conference participants to share their experience of
teaching and learning, so as to enhance their professional knowledge, skills, and efficacy.

Content

Presentations should be aligned with the conference theme, “Nurturing Young Inquisitive Minds:
Learning from Nature and Living”. The content should focus on school strategies that help children
explore freely in their environments, such as natural and real-life scenarios, and initiatives that nurture
in children an inquisitive mind and an interest in learning.

Format

Seminars Each organization may present in one seminar for 30 minutes. As there is limited
time and space, there should be no more than 3 presenters for each seminar.
Seminars will be run in concurrent sessions, grouped by topics, with 3 seminars
being assigned at each venue. Each session will last for 90 minutes.

Workshops Each organization may host one workshop of 45 minutes. As there is limited time

and space, there should be no more than 3 speakers for each workshop.

The workshop should provide an interactive space, structured in diversified
formats, such as on-the-spot demonstration or tryouts, group activities, debates,
etc. The speakers are responsible for preparing all necessary materials or tools.

Workshops will be run in concurrent sessions, grouped by topics, with 2
workshops being assigned at each venue. Each session will last for 90 minutes.

Poster Session
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Each school or organization may do one poster presentation, using both texts and
images to summarize a teaching and learning project, or a research study. The
presentation typically covers the objectives, approaches, case highlights,
conclusion, and review and recommendations.

The display board is 1.2 m (height) X 1.8 m (width) in size, equipped with a
rolling stand (see the image on the left).

The presenter should produce a poster in the specified format. The poster can be
in any form or medium, but the material should be soft flex. Presenters are
required to bring their posters to the conference and set them up on assigned
boards.

All posters will be organized at the same venue from 10:30 am to 4:30 pm, for
visit by the conference participants in their own time. An interactive Q&A
session will be held at 1:00 — 1:30 pm, during which each presenting organization
should send representative(s) to stay beside their respective posters to deliver oral
annotations, answer questions, and exchange ideas with the visitors. Detailed
arrangements will be announced later.

Application Procedure www.eduhk.hk/ece
Please complete the online application form (see the link at the right) E__"'*"EJ
by 28 February 2020 (Friday). Applicants will be notified of the ﬁ.{?ﬂj

presentation guidelines at a later stage.
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