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Abstract

This paper is a review of the education reform of Asian countries in the 90s. In short,
the problems raised by the Asian countries in their recent education reforms have
many common features. For instance, the ossified education system fails to meet the
demands of rapid social development; the exam-led teaching mode fails to promote
creativity and self-actualizing among students; the inflexible teaching process fails to
adjust according to individual needs; the boundary of traditional subjects fails to
incorporate new knowledge of the new society; the predominantly intelligence-based
education fails to multiply and diversify learning experiences from a single
monotonous form; the mechanic perception of learning objectives lacks humanitarian
perspectives and fails to trigger the inner drive of lifelong learning. To address this
whole series of problems, the Asian countries have made clear in their education
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reforms that the focus should be put on fostering the creativity of the new generation,
the development of individua students personality and their aptitudes to adjust and
adapt flexibly to the ever-changing society, etc. The adaptability of the new society
could be nurtured, as Asian countries coincidentally agreed, by placing the stress on
the education reform development towards multi-dimension, globalization and
resilience. In addition, amidst the rapid change of the new age, students are required
to acquire life-long learning attitudes and aptitudes so as to keep abreast of times,
adapt to new things and constantly contribute to the ever-changing world. Therefore,
teachers, when facing the new education arena, have to acquire new teaching attitude
and ability. This paper particularly points out that teachers of the new age have to be
aware of their roles not only as facilitators in teaching, but also as learners themselves.
More importantly, in the new age, both teachers and students have to become creators
of knowledge and should not play a passive role in teaching and learning process.
Only in thisway we could genuingdly nurture the cregtivity needed for this age.

(legitimacy)
( 1999)
(Key Learning
Aress) ( 1999)
( 1999 71, 1997,

1996)



1996)
( 1996) ( 1997)
( 1997)

(Ma,1999, p.3)

1995 1996)

( 1999)

(Council on Educational Reform, Japan, 1985)



(Ministry of Education, Science and Culture, Japan, 1994)

(Curriculum Council, Japan, 1998)

(Centra Council on Educationa Reform, Japan, 1997; 1996)

1996)

(Minigtry of Education,Singapore, 1998a, 1998b)



(1996)

Torres (1996, p.25-7)



(UNESCO) (PROAP)
(Delors, et a., 1996)
(Strengthening the Role of Teachers in a
Changing World ( 1996) (Partnership in
Teacher Development in a New Era, 1996)

(Deélors Report)

(an uncertain world)

(Delors, et
al., 1996, p.22)
(learning to know) (learning to do) (learning to live
together, learning to live with others) (learning to be)

(general education)



(skill)
(competence) (informal economy)
(de-materialized)

(Delors,
et a., 1996, p.22-24, p.97)

1. (Education for al)



6.
1.
8.
9.
10.
(Towards Developing New Teacher Competencies in Response to
Mega-trends in Curriculum Reforms, 1992, p.61-4)
(The Holmes Group)
(Holmes Group, The, 1990)
(Holmes Group, The, 1995)
(reciprocity) (Holmes Group, The,
1995, p.vi-vii)

Holmes Group



1996 6 3



(1996) (1999 7 ) 412

(1995)

(1996)
(1999) :

( ) 20 11 68-73
(1996)
www..si nica.edu.tw/info/edu- reform/farea8/; 20/06.html
(1999)
(1996)
www.si nica.edu.tw/info/edu- reform/farea8/; 20/04.html
(1999)
(1996)
(1997)

(1999)
(1997) ;
(1996) 2 7-10
(1997) 1-2 1-6

Central Council on Educational Reform, Japan (1997). The Model for Japanese
Education in the Perspective of the 21st Century. The 2nd Report of the
Central Council for Educeation. Tokyo: The Council.

Council on Educational Reform, Japan (1985). First Report on Educational Reform.
Tokyo: Council on Educational Reform. Tokyo: The Council.

Curriculum Council, Japan (1998). Synopsis of the Curriculum Council's Interim
Report. Tokyo: Curriculum Counail.

Delors, Jacques et al. (1996). Learning: The Treasure Within. Report to the
UNESCO of the International Commission on Education for the Twenty-first
Century. Pariss UNESCO.

Holmes Group, The (1990). Tomorrow's Schools. Principles for the Design of
Professional Development Schools. East Lansing, MI: The Holmes Group.

Holmes Group, The (1995). Tomorrow's Schools of Education. East Lansing, MI:
The Holmes Group.

Ma Li. (1999). Chinese Teacher Education on the Threshold of the New Century.
Keynote Address of Teaching Effectiveness and Teacher Development in the

10



New Century. Presented at the International Conference on Teacher Education
at the Hong Kong Ingtitute of Education, February 22-24.

Ministry of Education, singapore (1998a). The Sngapore Education Service.
www1.moe.edu.sy/educetionservice.htm.

Ministry of Education, singapore (1998b). PRIME - Programme for Rebuilding and
Improving Existing Schools. www1.moe.edu.sy/prime/planshtml.

Ministry of Education, Science and Culture, Japan (1994). New Directions in School
Education: Fostering Srength for Life. Japanese Government Policies in
Education. Tokyo: The Minidry.

Partnership in Teacher Development in a New Era (1996). Bangkok: UNESCO
Principal Regiona Office for Asaand the Pacific.

Srengthening the Role of Teachersin a Changing World (1996). Bangkok: UNESCO
Principad Regiond Office for Adaand the Pacific.

Torres, R.M. (1996) "Teacher Education: From Rhetoric to Action". Partnership in
Teacher Development for a New Era.  Bangkok: UNESCO Principal
Regiond Office for Asaand the Pacific., pp. 14-49.

Towards Developing New Teacher Competencies in Response to Mega-trends in
Curriculum Reforms (1992). Bangkok: UNESCO Principal Regiona Office
for Asaand the Pacific.

: wolee@ied.edu.hk

1



