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On 3 December 2020, EAUHK conferred an honorary doctorate on Dr Chan Shuk-leung, GBS
(better known by her stage name, Pak Suet-sin) in recognition of her many contributions
in the preservation and innovation of Cantonese opera.

EdUHK Council Chairman Professor Frederick Ma Si-hang presided over the conferment ceremony at
Dr Chan'’s residence in view of the pandemic situation.
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Professor Frederick Ma Si-hang will step down as EQUHK Council Chairman
at the end of December 2020. He recently shared with Education-plus his
insights into the challenges facing young people today and the way
forward for them.
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planted in this city, he has witnessed Hong Kong's ups and downs

for over half a century. He had been a prominent banker and
business leader before joining the Government almost two decades ago
as a principal official in charge of public finance, financial services, and
commerce and economic development.

‘ \ ong Kong is close to Professor Ma's heart. With his roots firmly

Brought up in a poor family in the 1950s, he had to struggle to pay his
tuition fees in his school days, and his academic performance was below
par until Form Four, when he met his history teacher. From that moment,
he started to study hard, and in the 1970s, he worked his way into The
University of Hong Kong. As was typical at that time, he subscribed to the
formula for success: if you work hard, you will be rewarded.

However, Professor Ma acknowledges that this philosophy may not hold
true in the minds of some young people these days. Among the many
factors that come into play, he points to the difficulties fresh graduates
often face in finding jobs, repaying student loans and paying for

accommodation; not to mention the obstacles and challenges in pursuing
life and career goals. This has been compounded by the double whammy

of prolonged social incidents locally and the pandemic globally.
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Making his stage debut at
Hong Kong City Hall while
in Form Four in the late
1960s
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With the President and Li Ka Shing Foundation Scholarship recipients in 2018
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Perseverance and resilience

“Such frustrations are understandable. Young people can legitimately
question the current situation and why things have worked out the way
they have. They may feel perplexed and uncertain about the future.

“Yet they should not give up or lose hope. Young people are dynamic and
innovative. | believe they can find a way out through optimism, positivity,
perseverance and resilience. It's important to believe in yourself while
recognising your strengths and weaknesses,” he says.

Professor Ma learnt a vital lesson at the age of 24, when he was assigned
to work in a major investment bank in New York — the first time he was
outside his Hong Kong comfort zone. His initial excitement was abated

by a highly demanding Korean supervisor. Living and working in a foreign
city without a support network, he felt isolated and stressed, but he did
not give up. Instead, he dug his heels in and worked seven days a week
for a year. His persistence was rewarded with his supervisor’s recognition,
coupled with an offer of promotion.

Having worked in New York, Toronto and
London, he sees the importance and
benefit of having a global perspective
for young people. “The world has
become smaller, and opportunities are
not limited to Hong Kong. There are
possibilities around the world, including
places you may not be familiar with,” he
points out.

Giving a lecture as part of the
General Education Foundation
Course lecture series in 2018
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Inspiring the Next Generation

R E

Professor Ma has returned to his alma mater to deliver lectures
and share his life experience.

In 2017, he supported two EdUHK graduates to pursue master’s
degrees at the University of Oxford and Columbia University.
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At the President’s

Lodge in 2019, with
scholarship recipients
and Executive Director
(Charities & Community)
of The Hong Kong Jockey
Club, Mr Leong Cheung
(bottom left)
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Conferring an honorary doctorate on his respected teacher Professor

Edward Chen Kwan-yiu
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Opportunities not limited to Hong Kong

However, Professor Ma recognises that moving overseas is not a decision
to be taken lightly. In his view, three points should be carefully considered:
family’s opinion about and support for the move; working conditions in

the host city; and a person’s adaptability. “It's important to learn and
appreciate different languages and cultures, and to respect diversity,” he
says. “Only by doing so can you get the most out of the many opportunities
available. Always be prepared to learn something new and adapt to new
environments.”

Whether at home or overseas, Professor Ma encourages young people to be
well prepared when embarking on their adventure into society. “Firstly, you
have to work very hard. Secondly, you must be creative and resourceful.
And finally, you have to show enthusiasm for your work and be polyvalent.

“And above all, we should always be grateful for what we have,” he says.

Promoting Character Education

HEmMEHE

After his tenure as EQUHK Council Chairman, Professor Ma will co-chair
the Character Education Foundation, together with his eldest daughter,
Professor Christine Ma-Lau.

Currently a school principal, Professor Ma-Lau was also inspired by

a great teacher during her formative years. “My father has been very
supportive of my chosen career. He believes that although a teacher’s
income is not as high as that of a doctor or a lawyer, the influence on
the next generation is profound,” she says.
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A Staunch Supporter of EQUHK
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118 .

Professor Ma’s ties with EAUHK began in 2008,
when he was invited to join the then Institute’s
15th anniversary celebrations the following year.
Through a special televised advertisement, he
highlighted the importance of education, while
paying tribute to the valuable contribution made
by teachers.
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In October 2014, he appeared as a guest speaker during the
Institute’'s 20th Anniversary Distinguished Lecture Series and
shared his views on Hong Kong's positioning in the context of
China’s economic rise.
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By the 25th anniversary celebrations, he had
already been Council Chairman for a year.
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Whilst examination subject areas such as humanities, languages, mathematics and sciences remain
important, there is an increasing recognition of the need for children to learn about themselves and

the community in which they live.
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Philosophy of education

In September, the University welcomed Professor Liz Jackson to the
Department of International Education. An expert in the field of
philosophy of education, Professor Jackson previously spent eight years
at The University of Hong Kong. She has also served as the President of
the Philosophy of Education Society of Australasia for the past two years.

Her interest in philosophy of education stems from her childhood in
the northwest of the United States. “I grew up in an underprivileged

part of Oregon,” she explains. “Children’s
education there seemed to be determined

by their parents’ background.” She saw that
there were inequalities between different
schools, and teachers could not always support
underprivileged children because of their
school’s budget restrictions. “It made me wonder
what the purpose of schools was in society.”

This intrigue, combined with a desire to travel
and a curiosity about other education systems,
led Professor Jackson to work in many different
parts of the world, including England, Scotland,
Mexico, Turkey, South Africa and the United
Arab Emirates. Her experiences have particularly
fuelled her interest in the difference in how
attitudes vary towards education in general, and
teaching citizenship in particular.

HELR
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Professor Jackson with her graduating doctoral
students in 2018
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Speaking at the 25th Anniversary of the Comparative Education Research Centre at The University of Hong Kong; and with former Centre
directors, Professors Yang Rui, Mark Bray and Mark Mason (Head of Department of International Education at EdUHK)
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Citizenship

In her 2019 book Questioning Allegiance: Resituating Civic Education,
Professor Jackson examined if teaching citizenship was playing a helpful
role in society, and how it could be done differently and better. “Instead
of focusing on what balance there should be between local, national, and
global allegiances, | asked what defines and cultivates these allegiances,”
she says.

The professor found that, in some education systems, citizenship is
taught in schools, but students are not necessarily influenced by these
lessons. “Some states push nationalism through classes but it doesn’t
necessarily filter through to the home.” One of the reasons for this,
Professor Jackson feels, is the general shift towards globalism. “In places
which thrive on international trade, such as ports or financial centres,
people tend to be more internationally focused.” This can dilute a sense
of national allegiance in people’s everyday lives, making them more

like global citizens. The professor does not feel this is always a good
thing. “A sense of global citizenship can bring about a highly competitive
individualism, which may not be good for society as a whole,” she
suggests.

Paradoxically, in other systems where there is no formal
civic education, children’s environments envelop certain
ideals and have a bigger influence on them. Some of
these are based on a national identity because, Professor
Jackson believes, they live in places where the

concept of global citizenship has not B Y

really taken off. “If we look at

the USA, for example, there NG \S\}.N\

are no citizenship classes in MUSL‘NS)GG' E;l‘]e S
the curriculum, yet students USRS  llcgianc.

RESITUATING CIWIC £BUCATION

have a strong notion of being
American,” she suggests. “This is
because they pledge allegiance to
the flag every morning at school,
they see the stars and stripes
hanging outside houses and pinned
on politicians’ clothing. It's part of a
child’s everyday life.”

LIZ JAcKsoN
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EAdUHK puts the focus on the values and ethics of education.

BAREBAFBENASTER 49

Emotional wellbeing and values

Recently, Professor Jackson has been combining education philosophy
with psychology, in investigating how to educate schoolchildren in
emotional wellbeing and values. She feels part of the challenge is to get
children and parents to understand that education is not merely a short-
term means to achieve personal academic or career goals. “Educating
students for emotional wellbeing is a vital task in schools, but it's not a
simple one,” she says. “It can be difficult to identify emotional processes.
The way emotions are valued varies across societies and genders,”

she adds.

Professor Jackson's research explored the understanding of emotions,
and studied education for happiness, compassion, gratitude, resilience,
mindfulness, courage, vulnerability, anger, sadness and fear. The results
were recently published in her latest book Beyond Virtue: The Politics

of Educating Emotions. They also play a significant part in her teaching:
“EdUHK puts the focus on the values and ethics of education,” she
explains. These are regarded by the University as important life skills and
are promoted across different curricula and programmes. “They're taught
in the context of schools in Hong Kong, so future teachers are able to
apply and teach them,” says Professor Jackson.

Of course, exploring and teaching ethics and values in education raises
the question of what morality is. “Its definition varies across cultural and
personal differences,” she says. Varied as they may be, everyone has her
or his own philosophy and set of values. “We all just need to think about
what they are and what they mean.”
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From left: At the Philosophy
of Education Society of Japan
Annual Conference in 2019;
climbing Mt Meru, Tanzania;
finishing the Transjeju 50K
Trail Race in 2017
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Al education for the future

ATEREBBEARR

EdUHK is working on two Al-related initiatives, empowering student teachers to ready

schoolchildren for current and future computer technology.

BAREREMAEATEER (A) HEHHEE REELE  FRBEERRERRRNVERR -

There is an old adage which says we should not confine children to our
own learning, as they are born in a different time. This is as relevant
today as ever, with children growing up in a world where information and
communications technology (ICT) is the norm, and artificial intelligence
(A1) is ubiquitous.

Al technology makes it possible for machines to learn from experience,
and is used to assess risks to our health, inform us of market trends or
sell us products based on previous trends and choices. In the coming
years the technology’s capacity will be greater still and it is therefore
essential that younger generations are able to understand how it works
and view it with a critical eye.

EdUHK has recently made two important moves to enable future
educators to teach Al and the latest in ICT to schoolchildren.

The first involves a partnership with technology company Microsoft
Hong Kong, covering different areas including Al, ICT competency and
the classroom of the future. It will integrate Al elements into the BEd
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Promoting Al Education and ICT Capacity of FLture Teachel

Learning and Teaching 2%
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Professor John Lee (left) and Mr Fred Sheu, National Technology Officer,
Microsoft Hong Kong, sign @ Memorandum of Understanding
T FEHE (L) EMicrosoft B BRI RAER EEEZSIEE

programmes in mathematics and ICT, as well as paving the way for a new
master’'s degree programme in Al and educational technology.

The initiative will also enable EAUHK undergraduate, postgraduate
diploma in education, and full-time higher diploma students to attain
the required Information Technology Competency in Education through
University workshops and using Microsoft resources, in two new ways.
Students can learn about subjects such as online teaching, cyber-
security and socio-cultural awareness in online teaching and learning; or
they can opt for a course in Al literacy.

The University and Microsoft Hong Kong will also team up to explore
different projects, where the University will build eight future classrooms
in the library to meet the learning and teaching needs for the new
generation. Students can make use of different software to complete
group projects and create demonstrations, aiming to set a role-model
for the innovation of learning and teaching in kindergarten, primary and
secondary schools. “I believe our partnership and collaboration with
Microsoft Hong Kong will help strengthen ICT and Al capacity-building
of future educators, and unleash the potential of innovative pedagogy
during this digital era,” says EQUHK Vice-President (Academic) and
Provost, Professor John Lee Chi-kin.
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Donation to cultivate Al literacy

The University has also received a donation of
HKS5 million from the Li Ka Shing Foundation in
support of EQUHK's Centre for Learning, Teaching
and Technology to develop e-learning materials
for mathematics learning and cultivate Al
literacy of EAUHK students as well as secondary
schoolchildren.

The donation will be used to help students
understand how Al can be applied to subject
areas such as arts, languages, physical education
and psychology, adopting learning and teaching
materials from one of the world’s leading Al
solutions providers.

To achieve this, the University will collaborate with
the Hong Kong Designers Association to produce
high-quality animated video clips with songs,
aimed at enabling primary school students to learn
and understand various mathematical concepts.
Primary school students, their teachers and parents
will be able to download and use the materials

for free. “The emergence of new technologies

is changing and shaping the development of

the teaching profession. ICT has become a core
competence of teachers, who serve as agents of
change in the education sector,” says Professor Lee.
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Is bribery worth

the risk?
1TERAME ?

Every $1 handed out in bribes can result in a $6-$9 increase in a firm’s
value, relative to the overall stock market. However, those benefits

decrease in places where citizens are well-informed.
B —EMRER bEBR—ZTETHR HE
En -BEEHRBRAAEZHESHNAERBIER

These discoveries, among others, were made by a research team
comprising the President of EAUHK, Professor Stephen Cheung Yan-
leung, Professor Raghavendra Rau of Cambridge Judge Business School
at the University of Cambridge, and Professor Aris Stouraitis of Hong
Kong Baptist University.

The aim of the research was to test long-established and well-
documented theories about the returns companies make through
bribing government officials. “As bribery is illegal, there's no data to
compare firms who engage in this activity and those who don't, explains
Professor Cheung. Consequently, most academic literature

focuses on what makes companies resort to bribery and

the impact it has on a country’s economic development.

“We decided to take a different approach. We wanted
to see where a firm had bribed and what return it
received, to give some explanation as to why firms
risk being caught,” Professor Cheung explains.
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There have been previous studies which have looked at the subject
from the same angle. However, this paper covers a greater geographical
spread, over a significantly longer time period. The scholars collected
publicly available data from between 1975 and 2015, on 195 cases in 60
countries where businesses bribed officials to be awarded contracts.
They conducted statistical analysis to measure the correlation between
the amount of the bribe and different variables of company success,
including company value.

Their findings were featured in an article in The Economist magazine
in August this year, and will be published as a paper, entitled ‘What
Determines the Return to Bribery? Evidence from Corruption Cases
Worldwide', in Management Science, a 66-year-old peer-reviewed
academic journal, in early 2021.

Multinational study

Data were taken from cases in countries such as France, Germany,
Japan, Singapore, South Korea, the United Kingdom and the United
States. “Officials who accepted bribes included heads of state, ministers,
members of parliament, military officers and judges,” says Professor
Cheung. The industries involved were construction, electronics, aircraft,
and oil and gas.

Among their observations, the professors found that, in some cases,
bribery is not an efficient way to lower overall transaction costs; and that
regulation and law enforcement reduce the returns made from bribery.

The study also found no evidence to support the ‘Tullock paradox’ which
suggests that in a democracy, government officials allegedly receive very
small bribes in relation to the return firms can make from those bribes.
“It has been written about extensively,” Professor Cheung points out, “but
we found no connection between the level of democratic development
and the net present value of bribes.”

“It was an eye-opening study. We wanted to see if assumptions made
through analysing whole economies stood up to a micro-analysis

of firms. Only two of them did so fully, and four more with some
qualification,” says Professor Cheung. “The findings highlight, to a
certain extent, the importance of transparency in both government and
corporate sectors in order to rid societies of corruption”
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Useful parenting tips in small doses
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TAKE ASIP

Dr Eva Lau Yi-hung

The University has launched ‘Take a SIP’, a series of short videos on science-informed parenting.
B KiETake a SIPEBER  ARRNB—RIENBERNBES £

Parenting education has become an increasingly popular area of
study in recent years. By bringing together experts from this field, the
Centre for Child and Family Science (CCFS) at EJUHK has taken the
lead in researching the secrets and myths behind healthy parent-child
relationships.

Techniques based on science

The Take a SIP video series invites families to try out techniques based
on fundamental principles of parenting, supported by scientific research
findings. ‘SIP" is an acronym for ‘Science-Informed Parenting’ and the
series gives mothers and fathers small ‘sips’ of parenting techniques, in
the form of 13 five-minute episodes.
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“Many parents are overwhelmed by the huge amount of information
available in the public domain,” says Dr lan Lam Chun-bun, Co-Director
of CCFS. “Some of the information out there is conflicting. Through the
video series, we offer a systematic pool of advice, which is reliable and
supported by scientific findings”

Covering three major areas - building the parent-child relationship,

encouraging positive behaviour, and managing negative behaviour -
the series aims to promote family harmony and healthy parent-child
relationships.

“Every family is unique, and there is no single recipe that can be applied
across the board to address all problems,” says Dr Eva Lau Yi-hung,
Associate Professor and Associate Head of the Department of Early
Childhood Education. “We hope the series will enlighten parents with
some inspirational reflections on what parenthood is all about”

Real-life scenarios

Through various specifically designed scenarios, the series captures
impromptu parent-child interactions of 18 families before and after
EdUHK academics give parenting advice. The first episode, for example,
discusses the impact of parents’ excessive use of mobile phones on their
children. Dr Lam suggests in the video that parents should have 20 to 30
minutes of ‘no-phone time’ every day with their children to mitigate the
problem. Another episode shows how parents should communicate with
their little ones.

The series is available in English and Cantonese, and has proved to be
popular. In the first six months after launch, the videos have had over
850,000 views, and over 7,400 social media engagements.

Drs Lam and Lau observe parents’ interaction with their child

MELREBELEERFED

Scan here to see the Take a SIP series
on YouTube
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Ms Angie Mak, television presenter and MA in Child and
Family Education student at EdUHK
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Starting from 2020/21, the
Research Grants Council (RGC)
awards financial support through
the Postdoctoral Fellowship
Scheme to support a small
number of PhD graduates in the
early years of their careers as
researchers.
HM-ZE-_TE_-FE MREYE
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EEFHIEXENEXERRHRM
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Two of the most recent awardees, Dr Lo Yan-lam (left) and Dr Michelle Cheng Wing-tung
are working at EQUHK, conducting research in two very different fields.
HAmEBRE—ERRELT (E) REBEX BT EERATE FRETREEHANTE -

My background is interdisciplinary, covering human rights,
children’s rights, child abuse and neglect, parenting,
criminology, citizenship, law, and socio-legal studies. | joined
the then Institute as a research assistant in 2009 after
graduating from the University of Birmingham with a Bachelor
of Laws. While working at the Institute | obtained a Master of
Social Sciences in applied sociology and a Master of Laws in
human rights.

Having left the Institute to do a PhD in criminology in
Australia, | returned in 2018 to work as a research assistant.
| was awarded this competitive and prestigious funding
thanks to the support of EAUHK’s Department of Social
Sciences.

In the coming three years, | will mainly conduct my own
research on parent-child conflicts caused by the social
incidents in Hong Kong. | will also take up some tutorial
classes and lectures and assist Dr Karen Lee Man-yee in her
research projects on law and society. With the continuous
support from EAUHK, | believe that the fellowship programme
will further enhance my research and teaching skills and
experience, enrich my academic profile, and develop my full
potential as an experienced independent researcher.
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Dr Lo Yan-lam
EREREL

| cannot express how grateful I am to receive the RGC
Postdoctoral Fellowship. This award has definitely
encouraged us doctoral graduates to further pursue our
career in research. This three-year fellowship provides
support to junior researchers at a pivotal time. As one
of the awardees, | now have more resources and time to
focus on my research interests and broaden my horizon
in the field.

With a psychology and education background, | am
interested in student wellbeing across multiple levels
and disciplines. During the three-year fellowship, | will
continue my research on areas such as student learning
motivation, 21st-century skills, attitudes and values, and
university residential education.

With the support | am receiving, | am confident that

my research studies will contribute to the research
community and the education field continually. The
fellowship provides me with the intellectual space to
make substantive contributions to our understanding of
student wellbeing. | will make good use of this invaluable
opportunity to establish myself as an independent
scholar.
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Dr Michelle Cheng Wing-tung
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Teachers’ inspiration still drives
honorary fellows

b e A S

Ada HOHOWsStm
phtiies

A single act of encouragement or a single idea from a teacher has

the potential to change a student’s life forever. Through the teaching
profession, knowledge, values and philosophies are passed on from one
generation to the next.

BERN —OHE — SR EARSRE - L - BAE RIS ErRANABREE
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Ms Ada Ho How-sim and Ms Shirley Loo, who have been awarded
Honorary Fellowships by the University, shared their story of having
inspiring teachers in life. As a consequence, they have great passion for
special education and family education respectively. Ms Ho has worked
tirelessly in the field of special education for more than three decades;
and Ms Loo has proactively promoted the importance of family harmony.

In the presentation ceremony hosted in October 2020, Ms Ho invited
her most respected teacher, Ms Sze Kit-ling — her Primary Three class
teacher - to share her happy moment. “Ms Sze is one of the most
important people in my life. | am extremely grateful to her for giving
me an interest in teaching,” she says. She recalled that Ms Sze was an
elegantly dressed, calm and patient teacher. Even through the school
was in an underprivileged area, and she and her classmates were not
concentrating and were undisciplined, Ms Sze remained determined:
something which impressed Ms Ho deeply.

Ms Loo also recognised her talents under the guidance of a Primary
Three teacher, when her four-page Chinese writing assignment was
pinned on the classroom wall as a commendation. It was the first

time she felt recognised and appreciated. Shortly after moving to Pui
Ching Middle School, she met the teacher who changed her life. Her
Chinese teacher Ms Law Hill-mui once wrote a note of praise in Ms Loo's
weekly reflective piece, saying that she could one day become a writer.
Unintended as it may have been, this little compliment has remained

in Ms Loo's heart ever since. For over 50 years, this has become a
motivating power, leading her into a writing career, during which she has
written countless works and become a widely acclaimed author.

“| ' was thrilled to learn that | was to be awarded the Honorary Fellowship
together with Principal Ho, as both of us share a deep love in reading
and writing. We also share a commitment to education, believing that
good teacher student relationships have life-changing power,” Ms Loo
says. She hopes there will be more of the younger generation who wish
to make writing their aspired career. This goal motivates her to teach
writing classes to primary school students, and gives her great joy,
especially when students say, “Ms Loo, | want to keep learning from

you about how to write.”

Ms Shirley Loo with
her respected teacher
Ms Law Hill-mui
TS BB AD
gt
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Ms Ada Ho How-sim
with her respected
teacher Ms Sze Kit-ling
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k& e also share a commitment to education, believing that
good teacher-student relationships have life-changing power.
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Combining competition with classroom
BSHAE BT ™~

Elite Athlete Friendly University
Ambassador of EQUHK

Former world champion cyclist Wong Kam-po and Hong Kong karate
team member Lee Chun-ho have graduated from the Bachelor of Health
Education (Honours) programme, and have been chosen to encourage
young sportswomen and men to continue with their studies and their
whole-person development.

S

od-we) Suop

Showing determination

“I'am honoured to be appointed,” says Wong, who competed in the 2008
and 2012 Olympics. He began the programme in 2010, but put his studies
to one side to pursue a career in cycling and take on the promotion work
that comes with it, before returning to his degree programme.

“Reading is more difficult than riding a bike!” he laughs. But Wong
admits it was worthwhile. The initiative provides comprehensive support
for sportswomen and men, so that they can balance their studies with
training.

EdUHK made a pledge to be an ‘Elite Athlete Friendly University’ in

2018 and launched the ‘Elite Athlete Career Development Internship
Programme’ to fully support a dual career pathway. It has a special
admission mechanism, curriculum scholarships and flexible academic
arrangements. So far, 97 elite athletes have enrolled in different courses
at the University.

As a father, Wong also uses his own learning experience as an example.
“I hope this acts as a useful guide to my son, so that he understands the
importance of studying hard and not giving up easily.”

Succeeding through optimism

Lee has also had to be determined for many reasons. The international
karateka became the first local sportsman to test positive for
coronavirus. “At one point, | found it hard to breathe and had no idea
about my recovery and future sports career,” he explains.

The practice of mindfulness he has learned from sport has helped him
manage his emotions. “We cannot control the outcome or process, but
we can choose how to perceive difficulties and the way we tackle them,”
Lee says.

Determined to follow his dreams, Lee is looking to run a karate centre in
the future, aiming to promote a healthy lifestyle and good dietary habits
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Two international sportsmen and EdUHK graduates have been
appointed ambassadors to help promote the University’s
elite-athlete-friendly initiatives.

MEHRBEREGERYAERERZER [FREHERGFAE | KfE-

among different generations, especially children and young adults. “Most
importantly, | want to guide them to develop a positive attitude in the

face of changes and difficulties throughout their lives. There's nothing $
you can't get through if you remain upbeat and persistent, " he says. “I'm — }}I:‘Z
thankful for the opportunity to continue with my career in sport, while 8 %
acquiring the academic knowledge and practical skills beneficial for my O
future development.” g
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Harmonious connection
EWRYILIS

utside an art gallery, a performer plays on a grand piano. As the

fingers of the casually-dressed pianist flow across the keyboard,

a crowd gathers around him. With the last of the notes lingering
in the air, tears trickle down a young woman'’s face. EQUHK alumnus
Philbert Li King-yue recalls this as his most memorable performance.
“For a pianist, there is no greater satisfaction than to connect with the
audience through music,” he says.

Top score

A Chinese proverb claims that even at three years old, a person'’s
temperament is already formed. Indeed, Philbert was just three when he
fell in love with music. He recalls watching his cousin playing the piano,
and gazing at him and the room filled with music. This encounter with
the piano turned out to be the beginning of a wondrous journey. He
asked his parents to let him take lessons, and every evening he listened
to Chopin’s classic pieces. By the time he started secondary school,

he had already obtained diplomas from The Associated Board of the
Royal Schools of Music and Trinity College London. Since then, he has
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studied a number of different musical instruments including the double
bass, and the Chinese instruments zheng and dizi. Whilst pursuing his
Bachelor of Music in Education (Honours) at EQUHK, he was inspired
and encouraged by his professors and lecturers, further strengthening
his bond with music. He became more confident performing in front
of audiences, and started to consider music as a life-long career. On
graduating with first class honours, Philbert furthered his studies

in the United States. First, he obtained a master’'s degree in music,
before completing his PhD at Arizona State University, graduating with
the highest possible GPA of 4.0. He achieved this whilst giving three
graduation concerts, passing all required exams and successfully
defending his PhD thesis, all within three short years.

Self-improvement through global exposure

For a musician, stimulation and cultivation are crucially important.
Philbert learned from an EAUHK graduate that there was an EQUHK
scholarship programme for qualified young alumni to further their
studies overseas. For doctoral candidiates, the grant was as high

as HK$200,000, under the condition that the student would make a
substantial contribution to Hong Kong upon graduation. With this
scholarship, Philbert travelled to Belgium, Russia, Spain, Germany

and the United States. There he attended piano concerts of different
scales and formats to appreciate and study the performances and find
new inspiration, considering why each performer developed his/her
interpretation of the pieces of music. To him, attending a concert is like
attending an academic seminar, and an outstanding performance is as
exciting as a deeply insightful speech, “It fills me with adrenaline,” he
says. “Other than attending concerts, | also had the amazing opportunity
to exchange ideas and experiences with fellow musicians from around
the world,” he shares with a big smile.
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With Professor
Rintaro Akamatsu
at the Monegrarte
International Piano
Competition, Spain,
in 2019
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Honorary Doctorates announced

KREBEITENVARA

The University has announced that three nominees will be conferred Honorary Doctorates.
HREEREEFLBUTF=UBEAL

Professor Michael Connelly is a leading authority in the field of
curriculum and instruction. He is Professor Emeritus at the Ontario
Institute for Studies in Education of the University of Toronto

and a long-time former Editor of Curriculum Inquiry, a leading
international journal in the field of education. He has written nearly
200 publications and has actively spearheaded the development

of teacher education around the world in writing policy papers for
government bodies and organisations such as UNICEF, the World
Bank, and the Egyptian and Australian governments.

He has received many accolades, including the Outstanding
Canadian Curriculum Scholar Award from the Canadian Society
for the Study of Education, the Whitworth Award for Educational
Research from the Canadian Education Association, the American
Educational Research Association (AERA) Division B Lifetime
Achievement Award, and an AERA Outstanding Publication Award.
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Dr Tan Dun is an Oscar-winning composer and internationally acclaimed musician. He has led some
of the world’s most esteemed orchestras, including the Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra and the
London Symphony Orchestra, and composed music for the Beijing 2008 Olympic Games.

Dr Tan has received many prestigious honours, including a Grammy Award, a Grawemeyer Award,
the Ordre des Arts et des Lettres of France, the Bach Prize, Shostakovich Award, and the Golden Lion
Award for Lifetime Achievement at the Venice Biennale.

He is passionate about training and inspiring young musicians and has been the Dean of the Bard
College Conservatory of Music in New York since 2019. In recognition of his efforts to promote

intercultural dialogue through music, he was designated a UNESCO Global Goodwill Ambassador, and
in 2013, he conducted a special concert, entitled Music for Water.
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Dr Joseph Lee Chung Tak, GBS, OSt), JP is a successful and philanthropic
businessman, who has community wellbeing in his heart. He has strived
to cultivate social harmony, by supporting various initiatives dedicated to
promoting sustainable development in Hong Kong.

Following his success in the business sector, Dr Lee has been devoted to
giving back to the community. In 1997, he set up the Wofoo Foundation, which
provides diversified services in elderly care, youth development, education and
community work.

In 2015, he established the Wofoo Whole Person Development Centre at the
then Institute to foster youth development. Dr Lee has also collaborated with
local tertiary institutions to establish the Wofoo Leaders Network to promote
responsible citizenship of future leaders, and established W F Joseph Lee
Primary School in 2002 to promote whole person development and character
education.
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UGC Teaching Award for augmented reality project

B EISIE A EH S S e E

A team made up of experts from four universities, including EQUHK's
Professor Kong Siu-cheung, has won the annual UGC Teaching Award
for its work on using augmented reality (AR) technology to engage
students in making decisions based on academic integrity and ethics.

The award recognises past and present teaching performance and
achievements, as well as leadership in and scholarly contribution to
learning and teaching within and across universities. Around 10,000
students have benefitted from the teaching comprising ethical issues
in various disciplines, in which they walked through 12 virtual trails,
making ethical decisions on issues such as data search and utilisation
of library resources, along the way. The teaching has been extended
beyond the partner universities, and the team will use the award grant
to track and examine the changes in students' academic integrity and
ethics behaviour and attributes, after experiencing different trails

of integrity and ethics from entry through to a later stage of their
studies.

Award for e-teaching
EFHER

As part of its long-held commitment to preparing future teachers

for the classroom, the School Partnership and Field Experience

Office has established the ‘Excellent e-Teaching Student Award’. The

award recognises, encourages, and rewards students’ exemplary
e-teaching (simulated and virtual) and their contributions to the
development and delivery of exceptional online learning and

teaching. It is open to all full-time and part-time students of sub-

degree, BEd and PGDE programmes of secondary, primary, early

childhood education, professional and vocational education, and
special education. The first winners will be announced towards the
end of December, and will receive HK$1,800 worth of book tokens or

subscription to a learning and teaching-related software.
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Professor Kong Siu-cheung
(centre) and four experts
from other universities
receive their awards
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Jeffrey Ho Hing-kan (left-centre) and
Jack Wan Cheuk-yin (right-centre),
co-founders of “Project LEARNT”,
with members of the KT Sub-office
entrepreneur team
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HK$200,000

Academic support network wins government start-up prize
B BRI RI 3R

Project LEARNT, a start-up which provides academic and financial REESERHBERVBZENTANIT G [F
support for underprivileged students, has won HK$200,000 funding ELRE] 2B EBRFNITRIE BT &8I
through ‘Good Seed 2020’, a competition supported by the Social BIEHREACEDH [FEM2020] BIBLE &
Innovation and Entrepreneurship Development Fund of the HKSAR BEAmL EaE —_tETHEFES -
Government. ETE AL EERER R E AL
The social enterprise was created by Dr Wilbert Law, Assistant ERAFEELE LRFAIST  HRTE & HUOK A3
Professor at the Department of Psychology and alumnus Jack Wan W AE [(MERdeNERESHE| | BT
Cheuk-yin, thanks to seed money from the EQUHK Knowledge Transfer 4o HEISIEHEE R TEMAEE SR LA
Sub-office’s Education and Social Entrepreneurs Fund Scheme: a seed KRR IRk R AIST Al 5 o

funding scheme designed to create sustainable business ventures

using EdUHK research outcomes. FHTE] ERERRERR ARERHA—(E

) _ _ EA AR = 52220 o B IS5 R AR %A - 25
The project makes use of restaurants’ idle time to run a low-cost co- ST AL BHE AR EE AR .

learning space for students in need of self-study places or academic
support. Qualified and prospective teachers and tutors are recruited to 2Rt —2R - BARE = MEFEAB BRI - AL
provide tuition to the students at the restaurants. HEMA N EAZEBRTHANBET S84 EE

) ) . . AR AR EIR - S FEIMA
The result is a comfortable environment in which to study; an
opportunity for teachers and B a8 RAEeRARE
tutors to expand their customer Y BRTS - 45 - BRI BEE - 18
base; and an extra source of BEARRHBERE EB
income for restaurants. TREBEHELTETHN
e BB EBORGRE

The funding will be used to
HEZEBIMARLMESE -

enhance existing services, such
as study workshops, mock
examinations, and counselling
services; use different channels
to raise public awareness; build
an online seat booking system;
and find more restaurants to
join the network.

Oral practice clinic for DSE students
RPEORABAMRNAHRE LY
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Th ree Character Classic and Modern Society

FRERAES

To celebrate the success of a project designed to promote the learning
of Chinese classics among primary school children, the University has
published an audio book entitled Three Character Classic and Modern
Society. Free copies have been distributed to all schools, universities
and public libraries throughout the community.

The two-year project, supported by the Quality Education Fund,
involved the Department of Chinese Language Studies (CHL) developing
teaching materials for upper primary students. The project team also
organised a family event and a training workshop for teachers to
facilitate the understanding of Three Character Classic and traditional
culture, while developing the moral character of students and
enhancing their Chinese language competence.

Three Character Classic, written in triplets of characters, contains
wisdom and inspirational stories of ancient figures and our forebearers,
who can be role models for students to develop positive characters.

“In being exposed to ancient Chinese culture and classical sentence
structures, we hope our students can build a solid foundation for
reading and writing in Chinese,” says Head of CHL and project director
Professor Si Chung-mou.

Project research team members

(from left): Associate Professor of CHL

Dr Cheung Lin-hong, Head of CHL Professor

Si Chung-mou, Associate Head of CHL

Dr Ho Chi-hang, and Project Officer

Mr Li King-bong
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Record donations and high pledges help fund important local projects

ERBIFANS XEEEHBEHE

The University received a record-high amount in donations for the 2019/20
financial year: three times greater than the previous year. In addition, some
HKS$306 million was pledged for educational projects, scholarships and
bursaries going forward.

This funding provides crucial support to EdUHK's wide range of projects in
areas such as positive education, empowerment of students with special
educational needs, parental education, promotion of traditional values and
coding. These initiatives serve the needs of parents, teachers, students and
other stakeholders in the community. For example, the pledges made will
be able to help achieve the goal of enabling 40% of local primary schools to
have a head-start in computational thinking and coding education.
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Understanding and appreciating different religious buildings
REEXREESE

The University's Centre for Religious and Spirituality Education (CRSE)
has successfully completed a two-year project funded by the Education
Bureau to develop teaching resources on religious buildings in Hong
Kong.

CRSE produced a set of religious and architectural textbooks especially
designed for Secondary One to Secondary Three lessons. The sites
used to enhance the understanding and appreciation of different
religious buildings around Hong Kong were the Western Monastery

in Lo Wai, the Holy Trinity Cathedral and the Wong Tai Sin Temple in
Kowloon, Ching Chung Koon in Tuen Mun, and Yim Tin Tsai.

To complement the resources, CRSE arranged prior to the pandemic for
teachers and students to visit the buildings to enhance the learning
experience, and provide professional training to teachers in advance.

In his capacity as CRSE Director Professor John Lee, University Vice
President (Academic) and Provost, points out that most local schools
have religious backgrounds, reflecting the close relationship between
religion and education. “But there aren’t many systematic teaching
materials for religious and spiritual education”, he says. “The teaching
kit provides teachers with a new option.”

Professor Lee shares the
concept of the project during
a conference
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Visit to the Western Monastery
in Lo Wai
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Visit to Ching Chung Koon in Tuen Mun
LI HFIFINE
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Special Educational Needs

academy set up
OS5 S F250

Many students with special educational needs (SEN) have
difficulties in pursuing post-secondary education. The shortage
of opportunities frequently results in a lack of preparation for
the job market and their future careers.
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Above, from left: SEN youth Tam Wai-yip; Dr Leung Wing-hung, Chairman of Hong Kong

Special Schools Council; Professor Kenneth Sin Kuen-fung, Director of CSENIE and the Academy;
Mr Kennith So Kin-kwan, Head of the Academy; and Mr Wallace Lau Kwok-wai, parent of

SEN student
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In view of this, the Centre for Special Educational Needs and Inclusive
Education (CSENIE) has established the ‘Jockey Club Youth Academy
for Special Educational Needs' (the Academy) in June 2020, providing
students with the opportunity to experience university campus life: the
first of its kind among local universities.

The project will last for three years and will be free to students, thanks
to the generous donation of HK$18 million from The Hong Kong Jockey
Club Charities Trust, and support from the Education Bureau and Hong
Kong Special Schools Council.

A wide variety of courses

The courses will cover a wide range of areas, including life planning
for SEN students, language learning, sports and fitness training, special
education with adventure-based learning and music education. Some
courses will offer internships and experiential learning off campus,
others will offer practical experience on campus. For instance, those
enrolled in environmental education will be able to apply the farming
techniques learned in the University's Eco-Garden.

In addition to lifelong learning, pre-service teachers at EdUHK and
relevant stakeholders will be able to work with the Academy’s students
to advance social inclusion.

“As part of EdUHK's efforts to promote inclusive education, the Academy

offers SEN students a series of practical courses and training to promote

lifelong learning, self-management and life skills for the 21st century. By
doing so, we hope to empower the SEN community with knowledge and
skills to improve their prospects and ability to contribute to society,”
says Professor Kenneth Sin Kuen-fung, Director of CSENIE and the
Academy.

An EAUHK student provides guidance during a board game lesson
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An EJUHK student uses Eco-Garden as an example to
introduce biodiversity through an online class
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Many congratulations
to all of
our graduates!

We wish them every success
as they move forward to a new adventure
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Teaching is not just about imparting knowledge:

it is a lifelong commitment which calls for a
tremendous amount of patience and hard work.
It is challenging but it brings you great rewards.
HEFRARERANE  ER—RLEFRGE  EFEEF |08 -
HABET RS AISTERERBR 9y

Professor Stephen Cheung Yan-leung, President

RERICRHER

Because of the pandemic, our 2020 graduation ceremony was held online with the President and
Vice Presidents and Deans addressing the graduates from the campus
EHEEE HATT_TFREMENNA L#ET BR  AIRREERMEREARE S A B R
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From left: Professor Lui Tai-lok, Vice President (Research & Development);
Professor Stephen Cheung Yan-leung, President; and Professor John Lee Chi-kin,
Vice President (Academic) & Provost
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Book Digest
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EdUHK’s academic staff contribute to the
advancement of knowledge through research
and scholarship. The University also builds
academic platforms with local and overseas
partners and institutions to facilitate the
exchange of new knowledge in education and
complementary disciplines, as well as insights
among scholars from around the globe.
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www.eduhk.hk/en/book-digest
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Tseung Kwan O Columbarium at the Junk Bay Chinese Permanent Cemetery 9 BERBE > EEREAKRES

A Life Education partnership project between the Department of Cultural and Creative Arts and the Centre for Religious and Spirituality Education,
and the Board of Management of The Chinese Permanent Cemeteries
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