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Social and Policy Studies: Poverty in Hong Kong
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Principal Investigator FI5C &8 A:

Professor Chou Kee-lee
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Professor and Head, Department of Asian and
Policy Studies
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In Hong Kong, approximately 20% of the population lives in poverty
and about 8% in severe poverty. Professor Chou launched an
investigation to identify the causes and consequences of poverty in
Hong Kong, and suggested new policies for its reduction. Since its
launch in 2012, Professor Chou’s project has gained support from a
number of major funding bodies and attracted attention from policy
makers and the media. His team has contributed to the literature
with important research papers and has published 56 newspaper
articles on retirement income protection and poverty, all of which have
contributed to policy debates in Hong Kong.
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Transmission of Cantonese Opera as a Cultural Heritage in Schools, the Community,
Higher Education and Professional Sectors: Tradition, Transformation and Beyond
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Principal Investigator Fist & & A

Professor Leung Bo-wah (second left)
REEHRE (£0)

Professor and Associate Head, Department of
Cultural and Creative Arts
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Although Cantonese opera has been added to UNESCO?s list of
Intangible Cultural Heritage, it is an endangered art form in Hong

Kong. The younger generation is not interested in it, and audiences
are awindling. To promote the art form, Professor Leung launched a
project by employing a teacher-artist partnership approach to teach
Cantonese opera in 48 schools, with some 4,800 students. The
project received a Musical Rights Award from the International Music
Council because it is “a comprehensive and unique programme that
allows young people to acquire a demanding and expressive musical
language while ensuring the sustainability of a music tradition that
needs special attention and care”.
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Reforming School Assessment Culture under a New Academic Structure:

Assessment for, as and of Learning
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Hong Kong's new academic structure aims to promote whole-person

Assessmant
Conference

development in students but it has brought major challenges for
schools in implementing assessment reforms. Based on the premise
that assessment and feedback can “improve subsequent learning

and teaching”, Professor Mok conducted a project comprising
workshops and seminars to empower educators to improve the
assessment culture in their schools. The workshops attracted 404
principals, assistant principals and panel heads from 95 secondary
schools, and the seminars over 1,000 participants from some 400
secondary schools. The participants stated that they had an increased
understanding of the assessment concepts introduced and felt

empowered to change their assessment practices.
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