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Dr. Kelvin Cheung Chi-kin, Associate Head of Department and Assistant Professor of the Department of Asian and 

Policy Studies on the Poverty of Ethnic Minority Children Research. 

 

The research conducted by the Department of Asian and Policy Studies (APS) at The Hong Kong Institute of 

Education (HKIEd) reveals that the poverty situation of ethnic minority children has worsened in the decade 

between 2001 and 2011. The study also shows that the poverty risk of ethnic minority families is closely 

associated with the problem of assimilation. 

 

This research project is funded by the Public Policy Research Funding Scheme from the Central Policy Unit of the 

HKSAR Government. Through analyzing the 2001 and 2011 Hong Kong Population Census data, we found that 

families from South Asian, Other Asian and Other Racial groups have experienced an increase in poverty rates 

between 2001 and 2011, whereas the poverty rate of Chinese families has decreased during the same period. 

Among the South Asians, the Pakistani had the highest poverty rate in both 2001 (49.1%) and 2011 (59.6%). In 

2001, both Nepalese and Mixed (Chinese and Asian) groups had lower poverty rates (Nepalese 9.1%; Mixed 

22.6%) than that of the Chinese group (23.4%); however, the poverty rates of these two ethnic groups had 

increased significantly (Nepalese 23.2%; Mixed 33.6%) during the decade and have higher poverty rates than the 

Chinese group (21.9%) by 2011. 

 

Table 1: Child Poverty Rates in 2001 and 2011 

 
2001 2011 

South Asian Families 24.9% 35.4% 

Pakistani Families 49.1% 59.6% 

Nepalese Families 9.1% 23.2% 

Other Asian Families 7.8% 11.0% 

Other Racial Backgrounds 8.7% 14.2% 

Mixed Chinese and Asian Families 22.6% 33.6% 

Chinese Families 23.4% 21.9% 



 

The research team has used decomposition analysis to analyze the change in poverty rates among the Pakistani, 

Nepalese, Mixed (Chinese and Asian), and Chinese families between 2001 and 2011. The results show that 

contextual factors have greater impact on the poverty rates of ethnic minority families than that of Chinese 

families. 

 

Between 2001 and 2011, the increase in poverty rates of children in the Pakistani (10.5%), Nepalese (14.1%), and 

Mixed (Chinese and Asian) (11%) were mainly due to changes in contextual factors (Pakistani – 11.5%, Nepalese 

– 9.6%, and Mixed – 10.2%), whereas, only 2.7% of the increased poverty rate among Chinese families was 

contributed by contextual factors. In addition, even though Pakistani and Mixed (Chinese and Asian) families have 

benefited from the improved family characteristics, such as improved parental educational level, this benefit was 

insufficient to offset the changes in contextual factors. We also notice that, among various family characteristics, 

parent’s occupation is the main factor that increased the poverty rate of South Asian families, especially Nepalese 

and Mixed (Chinese and Asian) families. 

 

Table 2: Factors that Contribute to the Change in Poverty Rates 

 

Pakistani 

Families 

Nepalese 

Families 

Mixed Chinese and 

Asian Families 
Chinese Families 

Changes in Poverty Rates (2011 

- 2001) 
10.5% 14.1% 11.0% -1.5% 

Selected Family Characteristics 

Parent’s Educational 

Attainment 
-0.97% 0.40% -0.91% -1.80% 

Parent’s Occupation 0.54% 2.59% 2.69% 0.37% 

Contextual Factors 11.5% 9.6% 10.2% 2.7% 

 

When the team compared the poverty risks of ethnic minorities and Chinese with selected family characteristics in 

2011, it was found that all ethnic minority immigrants (including both first and second generation immigrants) have 

higher poverty risks than Chinese immigrants. For all ethnic minorities, second generation immigrants have a 

higher risk of poverty than first generation immigrants. The situation is particularly worse for local Nepalese and 

Mixed (Chinese and Asian) second generation immigrants, as they have a much higher poverty risk than first 

generation immigrants within the same ethnic group. 

 

The results also show that improvement in parents’ educational qualifications has a stronger effect on the 

reduction of the poverty risk of Chinese children than it does for ethnic minority children. For instance, the poverty 

risk of Pakistani children whose parents have attained education at the level of primary or below is 6.5 times 

higher than Chinese children with parents who possess the same educational qualifications. However, the poverty 

risk of Pakistani children whose parents have attained post-secondary qualification is 18.6 times higher than it is 



for their Chinese counterparts. 

 

Dr. Kelvin Cheung Chi-kin, Assistant Professor of the Department of Asian and Policy Studies at HKIEd and 

principal investigator of this research, noted that the population of ethnic minorities in Hong Kong has surged in 

the past decade (31.2% increased between 2001 and 2011). And because of language and cultural differences, 

ethnic minorities are often at a disadvantaged position in education and employment. Children grown up in these 

families often have a higher chance of being poor and their conditions deserve greater attention. 

 

“The study revealed that, compared with their Chinese counterparts, the problem of child poverty in ethnic minority 

families have not improved despite the socioeconomic development during the period between 2001 and 2011, 

and the result also suggested that the poverty risk of ethnic minority families was closely associated with the 

problem of assimilation.” Dr. Cheung suggested that the government should investigate the specific problems 

encountered by different ethnic minorities and devise poverty reduction interventions that specifically target the 

needs of vulnerable ethnic groups. The government should also adopt an integrated policy approach by combining 

poverty reduction and assimilation initiatives in order to deal with the poverty of ethnic minorities. 

 

Appendix: Research findings (Chinese only) 

 

 

 

Dr. Kelvin Cheung Chi-kin, said that the government should devise poverty reduction 

interventions and adopt an integrated policy approach by combining poverty reduction 

and assimilation initiatives. 
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