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The Steering Committee on Population Policy released a report this January entitled “Population Policy: Strategies 

and Initiatives”. The document points out that due to its ageing population, Hong Kong needs to increase its labour 

force to maintain competitiveness. One of the solutions proposed by the Committee is to encourage more youth to 

attend vocational education. However, as the report noted, the popular perception that vocational education is 

inferior to traditional academic study constitutes a major challenge to promoting the former. Consequently, 

understanding the public’s attitude towards vocational education is a critical issue in its development in Hong Kong. 

 

Against this backdrop, between December 2014 and January 2015 Dr. Lee Siu-yau, Assistant Professor of the 

Department of Asian and Policy Studies (APS) at The Hong Kong Institute of Education (HKIEd), interviewed 

1,019 Hong Kong residents aged 18 or above. Almost 50 percent of those interviewed said that vocational training 

and education provide the same occupational opportunities as a university degree (Table 1). 

 

Table 1. Do you think that vocational training and education provide the same occupational opportunities as a university 

degree? 

 Frequency Percentage 

Yes, of course 108 10.6 

Yes, probably 418 41.0 

Maybe 123 12.0 

No, probably not 275 27.0 

No, absolutely not 46 4.5 

Don’t know/Hard to say 48 4.7 

Refuse to answer 1 0.1 

 

Furthermore, the respondents clearly believed that compared to traditional academic study, which includes upper 

secondary and university education, vocational training is more effective in helping youths to secure jobs (Table 2). 

 



Table 2. Do you think that graduates of vocational education and training institutes are more likely to find a job than 

graduates of upper secondary or higher education institutes? 

 Frequency Percentage 

More likely 596 58.4 

Less likely 210 20.7 

No difference 138 13.5 

Don’t know/Hard to say 74 7.3 

Refuse to answer 1 0.1 

 

The study also finds that nearly half (44.5 percent) of the respondents prefer their taxes to be spent on vocational 

education rather than on secondary schools and universities (Table 3). 

 

Table 3. If you could choose which educational sector your taxes would support, which one would you prefer? 

 Frequency Percentage 

Secondary school and university 540 53.0 

Vocational training 454 44.5 

Don’t know/Hard to say 24 2.3 

Refuse to answer 2 0.2 

 

If, as the survey indicates, respondents have a positive perception of vocational education, what explains its low 

popularity in Hong Kong? In fact, only 22.7 percent of the respondents had vocational training, compared to 47 

percent in similar studies conducted in Europe. 

 

 

Dr. Lee said understanding the public’s attitude towards vocational education is a critical 

issue in its development in Hong Kong. 

 

Dr. Lee believes that there are two main reasons for the low popularity of vocational training. First, the 

respondents believed that those who receive vocational education have a low social status; nearly 44 per cent of 

the respondents believed that vocational education is less acceptable to society than traditional academic study 

(Table 5). This perception is particularly prevalent among the more educated respondents (Table 6). Second, the 

respondents did not recognise vocational education as a route to a well-paid job. As Table 7 shows, only 36 

percent thought that vocational education would help students to find a well-paid job. 
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Table 4. Compared to general secondary or higher education, do you think that vocational training is more or less likely 

to be accepted? 

 Frequency Percentage 

Much easier 79 7.8 

Slightly easier 289 28.4 

No difference 131 12.9 

Slightly more difficult 379 37.2 

Much more difficult 69 6.8 

Don’t know/Hard to say 71 7.0 

 

Table 5. Proportion of respondents who think that vocational training is less likely to be accepted than traditional 

academic training (by education level): 

 Percentage 

Tertiary or above 57.2 

Secondary 38.9 

Primary or below 39.2 

 

Table 6. Vocational training and education can lead to a well-paid job 

 Frequency Percentage 

Agree 375 36.8 

Half-half 176 17.3 

Disagree 397 38.9 

Don’t know / Hard to say 72 7.1 

 

Dr. Lee argues that the Hong Kong SAR Government should not just increase its spending on vocational training, 

but should also work actively to diversify Hong Kong’s economic base. 

 

- End - 
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教院研究：近半市民認為職業教育畢業生的就業機會與大專生相若 
相關照片可於教院網頁下載: 

< http://www.ied.edu.hk/web/news.php?glang=tc > 

 

今年一月由政務司司長領導的人口政策督導委員會發表了題為《人口政策－策略與

措施》報告。報告指出，為了應付本港人口老化，香港需要改善教育及培訓，盡量減少

技術錯配問題。委員會所提出的其中一個解決方法，就是確立職業教育的價值，使之成

為傳統學術科目以外的另一學習和就業途徑。然而，委員會的報告同時提到，推動職業

教育的最大困難是公眾對職業教育的信心不足，甚少視之為傳統專上教育以外的理想選

擇。因此，了解現時公眾對職業教育的觀感對如何推動職業教育至為重要。 

 
為此，香港教育學院（教院）亞洲及政策研究學系助理教授李肇祐博士於 2014 年

12 月至 2015 年 1 月期間，就相關議題成功透過電話訪問了 1,019 名 18 歲或以上的香

港居民。結果發現超過一半受訪者認為職業教育可以為年輕人提供跟大學畢業生一樣甚

至更佳的工作機會。詳細結果及分析如下： 

 

表一：你認為職業教育同持續進修教育可唔可以為年輕人提供同大學畢業生一樣嘅

工作機會？ 

 受訪者數目 百分比 

絕對可以 108 10.6 

應該可以 418 41.0 

一半半 123 12.0 

應該唔可以 275 27.0 

絕對唔可以 46 4.5 

唔知∕難講 48 4.7 

拒答 1 0.1 

 

相比傳統學術訓練（包括中學及專上教育），受訪者明顯認為職業教育更能幫助年

青人找到工作（表二）。 

 

表二：你認為完成職業教育同訓練嘅人比起完成普通中學或專上教育嘅人會唔會更容易

搵到工？ 

 受訪者數

目 

百分比 

會 596 58.4 

唔會 210 20.7 

冇分別 138 13.5 

唔知∕難講 74 7.3 

拒答 1 0.1 

 

研究更發現，當受訪者被問到如果自己所繳納的稅款只能投放在大學教育或職業教

育其中一項的話，仍有近半數人（44.5%）會選擇職業教育（見表三）。 
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表三：假設你可以選擇將你交嘅稅用喺以下其中一度，你會揀用喺邊？ 

 數目 百分比 

中學∕大學 540 53.0 

職業教育 454 44.5 

唔知∕難講 24 2.3 

拒答 2 0.2 

 

然而，調查同時發現，受訪市民中只有大約兩成（22.7%）曾經或正在接受職業教

育，比例遠低於歐盟同類型調查的結果（47%），反映職業教育在香港仍然有相當大的

發展空間。 

 

 李肇祐博士認為主要有兩個原因：第一，受訪市民雖然同意職業教育能為學員帶來

就業機會，但認為有關課程畢業生的社會地位始終難與大學生看齊。研究發現四成四受

訪者認為職業教育較中學課程或專上教育更難被接受（見表四）。其中，教育程度高的

受訪者更容易有此心態（見表五）。第二，受訪市民普遍認為職業教育畢業生只能從事

中低收入工作。調查中只有三成六受訪者相信職業教育能幫助學員找到高收入的工作

（見表六），此比例遠低於歐盟同類型調查（55％）。 

 

表四：與中學課程或專上教育相比，你認為職業教育是較易或較難被接受？ 

 數目 百分比 

容易好多 79 7.8 

容易一啲 289 28.4 

冇分別 131 12.9 

困難一啲 379 37.2 

困難好多 69 6.8 

唔知∕難講 71 7.0 

 

表五：認為職業教育比中學課程或專上教育更難被接受的受訪者百分比（按教育程度劃

分） 

 百分比 

大專或以上 57.2 

中學 38.9 

小學或以下 39.2 

 

表六：職業教育同訓練幫學員找到人工高的工作 

  數目 百分比 

同意 375 36.8 

一半半 176 17.3 

不同意 397 38.9 

唔知∕難講 72 7.1 

 



李肇祐博士分析，由於香港的產業結構過於狹窄，加上職業教育畢業生在行業缺乏

晉升機會，令市民質疑職業教育畢業生的長遠工作前景及社會地位，建議政府除了增加

對職業教育的投資以外，還要制訂各種職業的專業要求，並積極擴闊香港的經濟基礎，

為不同產業創造空間。 

 

- 完 - 

 


