
            

Social Policy and Social Protection in Asia 2015 Workshop 

CALL FOR PAPERS 

 

July 27, 2015 

 

The Department of Asian and Policy Studies and the Centre for Greater China Studies at the Hong 

Kong Institute of Education are convening a one-day workshop on social policy and protection in 

Asia to be held on July 27 2015 in Hong Kong. This workshop aims to provide a venue for 

academic discussion and scholarly exchange on social policy development in Asia.  

 

The growing economic prosperity and widening income disparity in Asia have led to increased 

interest in social protection systems and specific interventions. While chronic poverty has 

continued to plague many low-income Asian countries, particularly those in South and Southeast 

Asia, new patterns of deprivation such as working poverty has become major social policy 

challenges in developed Asia such as Hong Kong and Taiwan. The varying stages of economic and 

social policy development in vast Asia make it an ideal place to examine the appropriateness and 

effectiveness of different social protection arrangements.  

 

 How do diverse Asian countries and regions respond to new challenges to social protection?  

 How do they and how should they design and/or reform their respective systems to alleviate 

various forms of poverty?  

 Are the existing and new social protection programs effective? 

 What are the lessons Asia can learn from others?  

 

This workshop invites papers addressing any of the questions raised above by empirical as well 

as theoretical approaches. Discussions on specific areas including poverty, education, health care, 

ageing, housing, unemployment and social services are welcome. Comparative and quantitative 

analyses are particularly encouraged. The Journal of Asian Public Policy is the supporting journal 

of this workshop. High-quality conference papers will be considered for publication upon 

mutual agreement. (For more details about the journal, please visit 

http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rapp20/current). A special issue may be published if there is 

sufficient number of high-quality articles. The special issue may also be published as a book. 

http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rapp20/current


 

Confirmed keynote speakers include: 

Peter Saunders, Professor and Research Chair in Social Policy, Social Policy Research Center, 

University of New South Wales, Australia 

M Ramesh, Professor, Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy, National University of Singapore, 

Singapore 

Ive Marx, Program Director, Center for Social Policy, University of Antwerp, Belgium 

Nelson Chow, Chair Professor, Department of Social Work and Social Administration, the 

University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong 

 

With sponsorship from the One Asia Foundation, there will be special panels dedicated for 

doctoral students who are at the stage of dissertation-writing. Senior scholars will be invited to 

serve as discussants to help improve their research.  

 

The organizers will provide free hotel accommodation for non-local participants of up to three 

nights as well as meals. No registration fees will be charged. 

 

Those wishing to present in the conference should submit a 250-300 word abstract to 

aps@ied.edu.hk by March 31, 2015. Information enclosed with your abstract should include: title 

of paper, author name(s); institutional affiliation and email address. 

 

Key dates: 

March 30 2015: submission of abstract 

April 15 2015: notification of application status 

May 1 2015: preliminary program rundown available 

July 26 2015: registration and check-in 

July 27 2015: workshop 

 

Should you have any queries, please contact the workshop secretariat at 

+852-2948-7460 or aps@ied.edu.hk. 
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