From changes in education system to curriculum reform: A critique of the new Hong Kong senior

Asia-Pacific Forum on Science Learning and Teaching, Volume 11, Issue 1, Article 13 (June, 2010)
Yeung Chung LEE, Chung Man LAM & Yau Yuen YEUNG
\’ secondary science curriculum

From changes in education system to curriculum reform:
A critique of the new Hong Kong senior secondary science
curriculum

Yeung Chung LEE, Chung Man LAM & Yau Yuen YEUNG

Department of Science and Environmental Studies
Hong Kong Institute of Education
HONG KONG, CHINA

Email: yclee@ied.edu.hk, icmlam@jied.edu.hk and yyyeung@ied.edu.hk

Received 30 Apr., 2010
Revised 23 Jun., 2010

Abstract

The new Hong Kong senior secondary science curriculum will be implemented in
2009. The curriculum change was induced by the change in the education system,
but its meaning will go far beyond matching the curriculum with the new system. It
intends to remove the limitation of the existing curriculum, and to enlighten it with
essential elements of contemporary science education. It transcends subject
boundary to establish a new integrated subject, and extends the scope of student
assessment such that both teaching and assessment will become more diversified.
This article analyses the characteristics of this curriculum reform and its forces
behind, and comments on the advantages and challenges it create.
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