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Marcus Pietsch is a DFG Heisenberg Professor of Educational Management and Quality 
Development and Dean of Research in the Faculty of Education at the University of Lüneburg, 
Germany. Since 2021, his professorship has been funded by the German Research Foundation 
(DFG) in recognition of his outstanding research achievements, allowing him to focus  
on topics in quantitative school leadership research. 

Previously, he worked for various national and international organizations, including the 
Institute for Educational Monitoring (IfBQ), Hamburg, the Center for International Student 
Assessment (ZIB), Kiel, the Institute for Quality Improvement in Education (IQB), Berlin, and 
the International Association for the Evaluation of Educational Achievement (IEA), Hamburg 
and Amsterdam.  
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He leads a number of research projects for research councils, foundations and governments 
at local, national and international levels, is a host of the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation 
(AvH), an active member of the Network for International Policies and Cooperation in 
Education and Training (NORRAG), and is involved in The World Academy of Sciences for the 
Advancement of Science in Developing Countries (TWAS) of UNESCO.  
 
His current research focuses on school leadership and innovation in education and 
international comparative studies of leadership and innovation and change in schools. He is 
particularly interested in new and under-researched theoretical concepts models, 
e.g. ambidexterity, and methods, e.g. IPD meta-analyses and machine learning.  
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