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Karen Seashore Louis is Rodney S. Wallace Professor at the 

University of Minnesota.  Her research focuses on school 

improvement and reform, leadership in school settings, and knowledge 

use in education.  Recent books include Organizing for School 

Change (2006), Aligning Student Support with Achievement Goals:  The Secondary School 

Principal’s Guide (with Molly Gordon, 2006), Professional Learning Communities: 

Divergence, Depth and Dilemmas (with Louise Stoll, 2007), and Building strong school 

cultures:  A guide to leading change (with Sharon Kruse, 2009).  She has served as the 

President of Division A (Educational Administration) of the American Educational Research 

Association, received the lifetime Contributions to Staff Development award from the 

National Staff Development Association in 2007, and is the 2009 recipient of the Campbell 

Lifetime Achievement Award from the University Council for Educational Administration. 
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