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1. Synopsis:

This course provides opportunities for students to understand the basic research methods
in education and related disciplines. The quantitative and qualitative approaches and their
strengths and shortcomings will be introduced. The course will enable students to acquire
the basic skills in handling the initial stages of conducting a research study, including
identifying a research topic, writing a literature review, adopting appropriate methods of
collecting and analyzing data, and writing a proper research proposal.

2. Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOS)

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

CILO1

CILOZ2
CILO3

CILO4
CILO5

demonstrate an understanding of the basic principles of research methods in
education and related disciplines, both qualitative and quantitative;

identify and pursue a research topic of interest, relevance and importance;
write a literature review to examine the existing theories and knowledge in
relation to the research topic;

select appropriate methods for the collection and analysis of data;

write a proper and clear research proposal to form the basis of implementing
the research study in Honours Project I1.

3. Content, CILOs and Teaching & Learning Activities

Course Content CILOs Suggestgd Teac_hl_n_g e
Learning Activities
Fundamental elements in research: the value CILO; Lectures, tutorials,
of conducting and understanding research, literature review and
the nature of research group discussions
Approaches to research: such as quantitative, CILO;
qualitative, integrated (e.g. action research)




Course Content CILOs Suggestgd Teac_h|_n_g e
Learning Activities
Introduction to the research process, basic CILO,.4 | Lectures, tutorials,
concepts on the procedures, designs and literature review, case
methods used in the various types of studies, group
research; methods of data analysis and discussions, presentations
presentation; concepts of validity and and self-study
reliability
Ethical considerations in the research CILO25 | Lectures and tutorials
endeavour
Major concerns of proposal writing (content, CILOs | Tutorials, workshops,
structure and ethical issues). Research presentations and
proposal development: statement of the consultations
problem, research design and literature
review
. Assessment
Assessment Tasks Weighting (%) CILO
An assignment on the techniques of research 30% CILO14
methodology
A 2000-word project proposal which includes 70% CILO1s
the statement of the problem, the design of the
research and a review of literature

Required Text(s)
NIL
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Detailed reading list will be provided by individual discipline areas.
Related Web Resources

Related Journals

Action in Teacher Education
Education researcher

Academic Honesty

The University adopts a zero tolerance policy to plagiarism. For the University’s policy on
plagiarism, please refer to the Policy on Academic Honesty, Responsibility and Integrity
with  Specific Reference to the Avoidance of Plagiarism by Students
(https://www.eduhk.hk/re/modules/downloads/visit.php?cid=9&Iid=89). Students should
familiarize themselves with the Policy.

Other
Honours Project | consists of two parts:



Part A “Generic Research Methods” (1 c¢p) introduces basic research knowledge and
principles of research methods in education and related disciplines for students to use
and/or conduct research in education. Course Tutors of the Faculty of Education and
Human Development (FEHD) run this part of the course in the blended learning mode.
Students study short online units and attend face-to-face tutorials in which they are guided
to connect and consolidate online learning with in-class learning activities. The
assessment tasks include online and in-class exercises on research methods.

Part B “Discipline-based Project Proposal Writing” (2 cp) prepares students to develop a
proposal for conducting a research-based study in their chosen areas. Course Tutors in
respective discipline areas guide students to identify a topic, conduct a literature review,
select appropriate methods of data collection and analysis/inquiry, and write a proposal.



